
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

24 October 1973

SUBJECT: MKULTRA Subprojects 7, 27, 35, and 40 -

1. The e a r l ie s t  document of substance in  th e  f i l e  o f  subp ro jec t 
7 is  a l e t t e r  to the G eschickter Fund from Dr. Harold A. Abramson d a ted  
June 8, 1953. The l e t t e r  acknowledges support fo r  th e  p re v io u s  y e a r 's  
research  on LSD 25 and requests support during the  year J u ly  1953 - J u ly  
1954. There is  a separa te  reference in  the f i l e  to  "RD-37", presum
ably a research and development con trac t or p ro je c t.  S earches through 
TSS and Office of L og istics records fa ile d  to  produce any th ing  bearing  
such an id e n tif ic a tio n . The Office o f Security  f i l e  on th e  p rin c ip a l, 
in v e s tig a to r , Harold A. Abramson, was opened in  May 1952 w ith  a  req u e s t 
from RDD/TSS fo r a Top S ecre t clearance. The clearance was g ran ted
in  August 1952. This suggests th a t CIA in te re s t  in  th e  re s e a rc h  began 
in  1952 around the  time the  clearance was requested .

2. The request fo r  support during the  1953-1954 y e a r  says 
th a t a p sy c h ia tr is t  w il l  "analyze the verb a turn record ings in  over 100 
experiments in  which LSD 25 has already been g iven ,"  in f e r e n t ia l ! } ' dur
ing the f i r s t  year. Among th£ things to be s tud ied  were th e  re a c tio n  
time to  l ig h t  and sound and eye-hand coord ination . T h is , to g e th e r  w ith  
the item in the budget fo r  payment to the su b jec ts  suggests t h a t  sub
je c ts  were aware th a t  they were p a rtic ip a tin g  in  experim en ta tion . The 
proposal a lso  says:

"One o f the  d i f f ic u l t ie s  o f determ ining e x p l i c i t ly  the 
e ffe c t o f the  drug i t s e l f  is  th a t  the su b je c t and th e  observer 
are both conscious o f the  fa c t th a t an experiment i s  b e in g  p e r
formed. I t  is  hoped in  the next year th a t  su b je c ts  on th e  Neurol
ogy Service who are  e s se n tia lly  normal from a p s y c h ia t r ic  p o in t 
o f view w ill  be given unw itting doses o f  th e  drug f o r  psycho
therapeu tic  purposes. In th is  way more valuab le  experim ents w i l l  
probably be c a rr ie d  out in sp ite  o f h o sp ita l  c o n d it io n s ."

3. Subproject 27 is  a continuation  o f su b p ro jec t 7 to  ca rry  
the research through from Ju ly  4, 1954 to Ju ly  3, 1955. A l e t t e r  to  
the Geschickter Foundation dated February 22, 1954 re q u e s ts  a  term inal 
g ran t to perm it conso lida tion  and analysis o f the  d a ta  g a th e red  during
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th e  f i r s t  two years, to  search fo r a su itab le  a n tid o te , and to  determ ine 
w hat happens during rapid d esen s itiza tio n  following repeated  high  doses 
o f  LSD 25. P art o f the work was to  be done a t the

continue the work on the metabolism o f  nerve . 
and b ra in  t is s u e  and to  in v estig a te  the action  o f LSD 25 on th e  develop
ment o f  th e  nervous system by studying the embryological development o f 
th e  developing embryo as a whole and the e f f e c t .o f  LSD 25 on the  organ
i z e r  i t s e l f . ” Funds fo r  the  purchase o f  animals were included in  th e  
budget.

4 . Subproject 33 was estab lished  fo r  the  purpose o f c o rre c tin g  
an e r ro r  in  th e  payment of the serv ice  charge to  the  G eschickter Fund fo r  
su b p ro je c t 27.

5. Subproject 40 was estab lish ed  to  continue support to  the  r e 
se a rc h  o f  Dr. Harold A. Abramson from 4 Ju ly  1955 to  4 Ju ly  1956, prim 
a r i l y  a t  th e  Some o f  the  e-
quipment a t  was to  be used i f  tran sfe r/p u rch ase  could be
a rran g ed . About h a lf  the  time was to  be devoted to  study o f commer
c i a l l y  im portant compounds w ith the r e s t  o f the  time devoted to  a n tid o te  
and synergy experiments on man as w ell as lower forms. A dditional 
funds were to  have been sought from o ther sources "as w ell as 0 . N. R." 
(O ffice  o f  Naval Research?] .Abramson suggested th a t  he would apply to  
th e F u b lic  Health Service fo r  a g ran t " i f  th a t is  no t c o n tra - in d ic a te d ."

furnished "many compounds" and "cooperated in  many 
way's in  f a c i l i t a t in g  the program .of the experim ents."

6. By l e t t e r  dated June 12, 1956 Dr. Abramson requested  f in a n 
c i a l  su p p o rt fo r continuation of the work under subpro ject 40. At th e  
re q u e s t o f  TSS/CD, Dr. Abramson agreed to  in v es tig a te  the  f e a s ib i l i ty  
o f  u sing  aeroso ls as delivery' systems. He was a lso  to  explore the 
b lock ing  o f LSD'reactions by in v es tig a tin g  what might be causing a 
b lock ing  re a c tio n  in  tis su e  e x tra c ts , keeping in  mind poss ib le  a p p li
c a tio n  o f  th ese  compounds to  experimental and c l in ic a l  psychoses in  man."

the
knew o f CL4. in te r e s t  in  the  research . Both 

i n s t i t u t io n s , however, knew; the research  was being conducted. The
have ne t responded to  co rrespondence addres- 

sed  to  them by the  General Counsel. A l e t t e r  from the 
■ ■ ■ H V ,  dated December 8, 1977 acknowledges re c e ip t  o f copies o f  
m a te r ia ls  from Agency f i le s  and says they have reviewed a l l  a v a ila b le
d e ta i l s  o f  th e  research  s tu d ie s . The l e t t e r  says " ___ we do no t f e e l
t h a t  th e  s c ie n t i f ic  nature o f the work or the  manner in  which i t  was 
conducted a t  th a t time can be subjected  to  ju s t i f i a b le  c r i t ic is m , even 
by to d ay 's  d if fe re n t standards."  Tne l e t t e r  urges the Agency to  pro- 
te c ^ in d iv id u a l  and in s t i tu t io n a l  id e n t i t ie s ,  bu t to  n o tify  th e^ M p B Q P  

wre are unable to do so, and to  fu rn ish  copies o f any iniorma- 
t ic n  re le a se d . "At a minimum, th is  would req u ire  th a t  any such



d isc lo su re  accurately po rtray  the lim ited  nature and scope o f  th e  r e 
search carried  out a t  ■ B H H H B P  in  a s c ie n t i f ic  and e th ic a l  fash ion  
and the fa c t th a t i t  was undertaken fo r leg itim ate  s c i e n t i f i c  reasons 
w ithout any knowledge th a t  i t  was funded by the Agency.'r

8. The d ec lin a tio n  o f t h e t o  
respond to correspondence from the General Counsel l a s t  y ear suggests 
th a t  nothing w ill be gained by addressing fu r ther correspondence to  
them. The l e t t e r  o f December 8, 1S77 from t he
M S  seems to  make i t  q u ite  c lea r th a t  the Q 0 P H B  accep ts f u l l  r e 
sp o n s ib ili ty  fo r the research  and the manner in  which i t  was conducted. 
No fu r th e r  action  w ith resp ec t to these  two in s t i tu t io n s  w i l l  be tak en .

9. Because th e  p rin c ip a l in v e s tig a to r , Dr. Iiaro ld  A. Abramson,, 
was used as a consu ltan t in  o ther ^KliXTRA operations in  New York C ity , 
a separa te  l e t t e r  w ill  be addressed to  him requesting  h is  perm ission  
to  have a rep resen ta tive  o f  the Agency to  pay him a v i s i t .


