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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D .C. 20505

13 December 1978

Dea
During 1975 and 1976 the Central Intelligence Agency was the subject 

o f  intensive investigations by the Rockefeller Commission on CIA a c t iv i
t ie s  within the United States, and the Senate Select Committee to Study 
Governmental Operations With Respect to Intelligence A ctiv ities. These 
investigations d isclosed that CLA, during the 1950rs and 1960's was in
terested in research having to do with the influence o f drugs on human be
havior. Unfortunately, documents believed at the time to have been a ll o f 
the CLA records related to drug research were destroyed some years before 
the investigative process began. In 1977, however, the Agency discovered 
in it s  archives a quantity o f financial documents that shed someLlight on 
the h istor ica l Agency in terest in drug research. The discovery o f these 
records was reported to the Senate and, in August 1977 the Senate Select 
Committee on Intelligence and the Subcommittee on Health and S c ien t if ic  
Research o f the Senate Committee on Human Resources conducted jo in t hear
ings to learn o f their fu ll implications.

As a result o f those hearings, i t  was concluded that the Agency shopld 
attempt to seek out and notify individuals who were the subjects o f  drug^ 
research and experimentation without their knowledge and informed consent 
i f  they might s t i l l  be suffering harmful a ftereffects. The purpose of 
n otifica tion  would be to f u l f i l l  any respon sib ility the Government may 
have for the well being o f  subjects who may have been harmed by an action 
o f  the Government. Such a responsib ility may ex ist in cases where the 
studies wrere conducted under direction or control o f the CIA and where 
substances that may have caused harmful long term a ftereffects were admin
istered without the knowledge or informed consent o f the individuals. In 
undertaking to f u l f i l l  any respon sib ilitie s i t  might have, the Agency 
cannot, o f  course, relieve or indemnify participating researchers or in
stitutions, for any l ia b i l i t ie s  they may have. .J ••

Unfortunately, the facts in our surviving records are so fragmentary
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that i t  i s  d i f f ic u lt  to make informed judgments about whether the sub
stances used or the conditions under which the research was conducted 
might require n otifica tion  o f  the individuals involved. We are compelled, 
therefore, to s o l i c i t  the cooperation and assistance o f  in s t itu t ion s and 
ind iv iduals who may have some records or reco lle c t ion s that would be h elp fu l.

______________________________________ We are par-
t icu la r ly  in terested in anything you may r e ca ll about the a c t iv i t ie s  o f  
George H. White, who you may a lso have known as Morgan Hall, and anything 
you may know about the use to which the premises- at

‘were put.
I f  your records or re co lle c t icn s  would help us to determine whether 

indiv iduals might have been a ffected  in any way that might warrant th e ir  
being sought and notified , your assistance would be grea tly  appreciated. 
I f  i t  would serve your convenience, we would be p leased to have a rep re
sentative o f  the Agency v i s i t  you to discuss th is matter further.

Sincerely,


