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MELDRANDUM FOR THE RECORD

1. Subproject 39 was created  by memorandum fo r the  record 
dated 9 December 1954 to "exp lo it the research p o te n tia l th a t  is  rep 
resen ted  by a group of 142 crim inal-sexual psychopaths confined in  the

Several m ateria ls and techniques w ill be assessed fo r  th e ir  in fo r
m a tio n -e lic itin g  p ro p e r t ie s . . .  I t  is  thought th a t these ind iv iduals 
have the kind o f m otivation fo r withholding ce rta in  inform ation th a t is  
comparable to operational in te rrogation  s itu a tio n s  in  the f i e ld ."  The 
memo also  says th a t prelim inary discussions of th is  p ro jec t bstween^BP 

■fend the Office o f Security  had taken place over the  preceding 18 
months, but no work had been s ta r te d .

2. The Office o f Security  f i l e  shews that4H I^H ^0p.tB S a’ f u l 
ly  c leared  consultant for^the^Agency in  19S2. He taught a polygraph 
tra in in g  course fo r the In terrogation  Research D ivision o f  the O ffice 
o f Security . In 1953 "he was extensively  involved in P ro jec t Artichoke 
as a prime mover of th is  Program." A research plan was drawn up pro 
posing th a t human subjects be subjected to s tra ig h t  in te rro g a tio n ; hyp
n osis; hypnosis and LSD; hypnosis and a tetrahydrocannabinol ace ta te  de
r iv a tiv e ; LSD with in te rro g a tio n ; a tetrahydrocannabinol ace ta te  deriva
tiv e  and in te rro g a tio n . Drugs were to have been adm inistered openly 
and su rre p titio u s ly . There is  nothing in  the f i l e ,  however, to  ind ica te  
th a t  human experiments were conducted. The 9 December memorandum fo r 
the record th a t e stab lish es the MKULTRA subproject contains the p o s itiv e  
statem ent th a t no work had been done before th a t date .

3. The Research Plan a ttached to the 9 December MFR id e n tif ie s  
the p ro jec t in v es tig a to rs :

_ __ a psychologist "who has had extensive 
experience examining crim inals; has w ritten  ex tensively  
on psychopathic sexual dev iations; is  an au thority ' on poly
graph and in te rro g a tio n  methods:.

’fo r  some th i r ty  y ears , a p s y c h ia tr is t  who has



spent h is  l i f e  in the treatm ent of the crim inal insane and 
maintains the only in s t i tu t io n  in Michigan fo r the care  and 
treatment fo r the crim inal-sexual psychopath:. The O ffice  
of Security f i l e  notes t h a t ^ H H i f ^  had been proposed fo r  
p a rtic ip a tio n  in P ro ject Artichoke. **«

id e n tif ie d  in the Research Plan as 
a" p sy c h ia tr is t  witn a large p rivate  p ra c tic e  who was devoting 
h is time exclusively  to  psychoanalysis. "As a Navy psych i
a t r i s t  he has had extensive experience in:.the Far E ast" 
and has w ritten  extensively about "easte rn  c u ltu res ; O rien ta l 
psychiatry , and brainwashing. He has a lso  done in te rro g a 
tions wdth crim inals and has engaged in  narcoanalysis and 
hypnoanalysis". The Office of Security  f i l e  id e n tif ie s

________________ ’as an outstanding psychologist and psy-
loanalyst associated  with

He was approved in 1954 fo r P ro je c t A rtichoke.
I r f1955 TSS had an in te re s t  in him " fo r  a p ro je c t inC M H H f'*

id e n tif ie d  in  the  Research 
Plan as a p sy c h ia tr is t  oh the s t a f f  o f the  Psychopathic C li-  
ic  of u'ho also m aintained a p r iv a te
p ra c tic e . He had 25 years of experience dealing  w ith crim 
in a ls , "including drug in te rroga tion" . The Security  f i l e
id e n tif ie s  a 1__________________________ _

 ̂ ■/as bom  in
and "was one erf the p sy c h ia tr is ts  who was to work wdth 

‘on P ro ject Artichoke".

physician who.
tis  id en tifie d  in  the Research Plan as a 

'fo r  the pa s t 25 yea rs , has b e e n ^ M B MBBfc
______ __ _ '    He
iaddiad extensive experience dealing wdth a l l  so rts  o f  crim 
inals  and has engaged in drug in terroga tion". The O ffice  o f 
Security  f i l e  says th a tf lH H B L w a s  c leared  fo r  ARTICHOKE 
26 October 1954 and was granted Top Secret covert  c learance 
22 March 1955 fo r use by TSS o T h e  f i l e  
says there  was no ind ica tion  of drug experim entation under 
ARTICHOKE. A ll o f the investiga to rs  were c leared  and w ittin g . 
Signed secrecy agreements are in  the f i l e .

4. The "Experimental Design" included in the Research P lan, 
quoted in  i t s  e n tire ty , follow s:

"Three teams o f two senior p ro fessional men each w il l  be s e 
lec ted . One team working wdth the se lec ted  group o f p a tie n ts  w il l  
use s tra ig h t in te rro g a tio n , hypnosis and hypnosis and LSD and hyp
nosis and a tetrahydrocannabinol ace ta te  d e riv a tiv e . Another team 
working on another group o f subjects w ill  use s tr a ig h t  in te rro g a tio n , 
LSD with in te rro g a tio n  and a tetrahydrocannabinol ace ta te  and in 
terroga tion . Later the th ird  team with another group of sub jects



w ill use s tra ig h t  in terrogation  and a combination o f LSD and a 
tetrahydrocannabinol ace ta te  d e riv a tiv e .

"A meeting of a l l  the members of the research  p ro je c t w ill 
be b riefed  on the drugs to be used and a l l  o f the pharmacological 
and medical knowledge gained so fa r  in  the use o f these  drugs.

"In  se lec tin g  groups of sub jects for experim entation the f o l 
lowing objectives w ill be sought:

”1) Subjects w ill be se lec ted  who have denied a lle g a tio n s  
o f various kinds th a t can be checked o r stro n g ly  
assumed on the basis o f previously e s tab lish ed  records.

"2) As fa r  as possib le , the actual research  man adm inis
te rin g  drugs w ill  not be aware o f the drug he is  admin
is te r in g  and placebos w il l  be in te rsp e rsed 'w ith  drug 
adm inistration .

"3) Precautions w ill  be taken to n e u tra liz e  age, i n t e l l i 
gence, physical cond ition , soc ia l background and any 
o ther con tro llab le  fa c to r  in se lec tin g  groups. Admin- ‘ 
i s t r a t io n  of drugs w il l  be done both openly and su r
re p titio u s ly .

"4) Sound recordings will" be made o f the in te rro g a tio n  and 
w ritten  reports w ill  be obtained in  o ther cases.

"5) Due care w ill be exercised  in  equating methods o f
in te rroga tion  as fa r  as th is  can be done. The re s u lts  
o f in te rroga tion  with drugs and o ther techniques w ill 
be checked against e x is tin g  records and q u a li ta t iv e  
and q u a n tita tiv e  repo rts  w ill be evaluated. Accurate 
and uniform reports w ill  be kept and rep o rts  w il l  be 
submitted on the basis o f interim  progress and complete 
p ro je c ts ."

5. In a l e t t e r  dated January 11, 1 9 5 5 says,  in  p a r t  
"Enclosed also  is  a l e t t e r  w h i c h a s k e d  me to  w rite  so 
th a t he might show i t  to h is superior's. This l e t t e r  w il l  come a t  a very 
opportune tim e, because the doctor showed me o ther correspondence from 
the in 'v'hich they inquired as to  the use he
was making of some o f the newer drugs, th e inference being th a t  they ap
prove a c tiv ity  o f th is  kind". The le t te r ^ B B H B ® lre f e rs to as "en
closed" is  not in  the f i l e .

In a l e t t e r  dated February 25, I S5 r epor t s  th a t  "eleven 
sub jects have been completed" and "I am going to the h o sp ita l next 
Saturday, March 2, and w ill  discuss th is  i n i t i a l  phase o f the venture 
and a lso  get the boys going on the next se r ie s" .



wrote in. a l e t t e r  March 28, 1957 "the research  p ro je c t 
moving forward a t  a rap id  pace. For some time we were 

he ld  up by our in a b il i ty  to  bu ild  a large backlog of p a tien ts  a t  one 
tim e. These problems have been resolved".

6. A memorandum fo r the record dated 9 A pril 195S rep o rts  a 
v i s i t  to  A B H f c c n  7 A pril 1959 to make arrangements fo r c lo sing  
cu t the p ro je c t. This memorandum says "Of the 50 cases ca lle d  fo r in  
the o r ig in a l  design 18 have been completed (but only 4 have been tra n s -  
sc rib ed  from the ta p e s ] . In addition  there are 8 cases in progress 
(o f which two are already in  interview  and 6 are worked up to  the p o in t 
o f  having the l i s t s  o f questions p repared]. I t  was agreed th a t  to  meet 
the deadline we would have to lim it the design to  these 26 cases.

" I t  is  apparent t h a tB H ^ p i s  so involved in  the adm in istra tive  
problems o f  the p ro jec t th a t he’ is  not paying any a tten tio n  to  the r e 
s u l t s .  Since to date only 4 cases have been tran scribed  there  is  no way 
o f t e l l in g  what is  coming out o f i t .  I assume there  were no dram atic 
re a c t io n s , because the interview ers would have l e t  him know about them 
had they emerged. I t  is  p o ss ib le , however, th a t  our own analysis o f 
the data  may dredge up something of value, although I am dubious on 
th is  p o in t . . .  He also  ta lked  a t  some length about h is  experiments w ith 
hypnosis, some aspects o f which are m ildly h a ir - ra is in g " .

7. On Ju ly  18, 1958*M HBM B wrote "the experiment designed 
to t e s t  the effec tiveness o f ce rta in  medication in  causing ind iv iduals 
to  re le a se  guarded inform ation nas"“Seen completed in  accordance w ith 
the o r ig in a l experimental design, with the exception th a t 25 in stead  of 
30 cases were used. This m atter was discussed in  more d e ta i l  in  my 
l e t t e r  o f Ju ly  15. (not ava ilab le  in  the f i le ]  A bstracts on a l l  25 
cases, tra n sc rip tic rs  o f the in terv iew s, Wechsler-Bellevue In te llig e n ce  
Tests given a t  the h o sp ita l and previously given a t  th is  c l in ic ,  post- 
experim ental rankings and evaluation  shee ts , and a schedule covering 
the drug adm in istration  have a l l  been subm itted to  you under separate  
cover."



response by l e t t e r  from the General Counsel March 20, 1578, the Acting 
D irec to r of responded "We
have no desire  to request th a t you suppress inform ation which would 
id e n tify  f a c i l i t ie s  you mention, nor do we wish to review the re levan t 
inform ation in  your f i le s  . . .  We have discussed th is  response with the 
Department o f Attorney General, and they concur in th is  p o s itio n ” .

10. Subproject 39 seems c le a rly  to have been developed to  
s a t i s f y  a requirement generated by CIA. The concept o f  the research  
had been discussed w i th ^ H H H P ^ y  the O ffice o f Security, w ith in  the 
scope o f P ro ject ARTICHOKE over a period of 18 months before ac tu a l 
s tu d ies  began. The p rin c ip a l investig a to rs  were o f f ic e rs  in  the  employ 
o f the With p a ra l le l  in te re s ts
and many years of experience in  polygraph, drug, and hypnotic in te r ro 
ga tion .

11 . L etters to the^
have been d rafted .


