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During 1975 and 1976 t i e  Central In te llig e n ce  Agency was the 
su b jec t o f in tensive  investiga tions by the R ockefe ller Commission o f  
CIA a c t iv i t ie s  w ith in  the  United S ta te s , and the Senate S e lec t Committee 
to  Study Governmental Operations With Respect to In te llig e n c e  A c tiv i t ie s .  
These in v es tig a tio n s  d isclosed  th a t CIA, during the  1950's and 1960's 
was in te re s te d  in  research  having to  do with the in fluence o f drugs on 
human behavior. U nfortunately, documents be lieved  a t  the time to have 
been a l l  o f  the CIA records re la te d  to  drug re sea rch  were destroyed seme 
years befo re  the in v es tig a tiv e  process began. In 1977, however, the Agen 
cy discovered in  i t s  archives a quan tity  o f f in a n c ia l  documents th a t  shed 
some l ig h t  on the h is to r ic a l  Agency in te re s t  in  drug research . The d is 
covery o f  these  records was reported  to  the Senate and, in  August 1977 
th e  Senate S e lec t Committee on In te llig en ce  and the  Subcommittee on 
H ealth and S c ie n t if ic  Research o f the Senate Committee on Human Resources 
conducted jo in t  hearings to  learn  o f  th e ir  f u l l  im p lica tio n s .

#

As a r e s u l t  o f  these  hearings, i t  was concluded th a t  the Agency 
should attem pt to seek, out and n o tify  ind iv iduals who were the su b jec ts  
o f  drug research  and experimentation w ithout th e i r  knowledge and informed 
consent i f  they might s t i l l  be su ffe rin g  harmful a f te r e f f e c ts .  The pu r
pose of the  n o t if ic a t io n  would be to  f u l f i l l  any re s p o n s ib ili ty  the  Gov
ernment may have fo r  the  w ell being o f  sub jects who may have been harmed 
by an ac tio n  o f  the Government. Such a r e s p o n s ib ili ty  may e x is t  in  cases 
where the s tu d ies  were conducted under the d ire c tio n  o r co n tro l o f the  
CIA and where substances th a t may have caused harmful long term a f te r e f 
fe c ts  were adm inistered w ithout the knowledge or informed consent o f the  
in d iv id u a ls . In undertaking to f u l f i l l  any re s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  i t  might 
have, the Agency cannot, o f  course, re lie v e  o r indemnify p a r t ic ip a tin g  
researchers o r in s t i tu t io n s  fo r any l i a b i l i t i e s  they may have.

U nfortunately , the  fa c ts  in  our surv iv ing  records a re  so fragmen
ta ry  th a t i t  is  d i f f i c u l t  to  make informed judgments about whether the 
substances used or the conditions under which the research  was conducted 
might requ ire  n o t if ic a t io n  of the ind iv iduals involved. We a re  compelled 
th e re fo re , to  s o l i c i t  the cooperation and a ss is ta n c e  o f in s t i tu t io n s  and 
ind iv iduals who may have some records or re c o lle c tio n s  th a t  would be
h e lp fu l.



We f in d  th a t you were d ire c tly  in te res ted  in  some aspects o f the  
MKULTRA program daring your association  with the

I f  you have any records or reco llec tio n s th a t  would help 
us to  determ ine whether ind iv iduals who may have been involved as sub jec ts 
in  drug research  or experim entation might have been adversely a ffe c te d , * 
your a ss is ta n c e  would be g rea tly  appreciated. I f  i t  would serve your 
convenience we would be pleased  to have a rep resen ta tive  o f the Agency 
v i s i t  you to  discuss th is  m atter, fu rth er.

Sincerely,


