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P re face

W c lisvc biouglil togcllvcr in this volume almost all ol the impoi- 
taut speeches and ketmes delivered by Pal lice l.umumba between 
December iq$8 ami Ins death in January iq6 i.

W c have left (Ikic texts hi cbronolofu.il order so us lu show I lie 

fcadci uioic Ckaily the Cxticiuely rapid political evolution o l one 
connIly. llie forinri Hclfian Congo, which pawed from domination 
by a colonialist regime to Imlcpcndcucc in a period of lew Ilian 
Com yean

I lift anthology of texts by I'alncc Lumumba ilicdv clcai light on 
the history of that decolonization; wc Ik j i the voice ol .1 man svIki. 
from the scry beginning of Congolese political life, war uui|iicsliou 
ably its most outstanding s|x>lcsmau

W c shall not I Lire the stoiy of Ins life; ollieri have already en
deavored lo do so. W c have intentionally chosen to present only hi* 
Spoken words and certain documents icprctenting live viands lie- 
tool: at |>ohlica1 csculi unfolded. W c have provided Inicf explanatory 
passages that w ill enable the icadci lo see the pa ilicu lii cittuni 
slanrcs uudn which his remarks were made. Fur the detailed liisloiy 
of the facts themselves, special woiki must lie eonssiltcd, the fisc 
volumes entitled Congo 1959, Congo 1960. and Congo 1961, loi 
Inilatuc, publidicd by the Centre de Hechcrchc ct d'lufonnation 
Socio-I'oliliipies in llruuc li.

We thank the center lui having usicmblcd tile gicat majority 
of these documents and lor having passed on lo u* the texts of 
lecoidrd S|>cccIk i  not previously published.



VI I ' M  I AC I.

Patrice Lumumba « i i  liorn on July 3, iga$, in Onalna, In the 
Kalako Knnilic P ittricl a( Sankum, Kasai. IIc btUuifiixl lu Die 
Olctcla Tribe. A llm ild m  clerk in the D i l l i i t l  Revenue Oflkc nl 
lhe Postal Seivire, lie Iwgan in to write fui such psundicalv av 
l.<i Croix tin Congo and iai Voix du Cvngckh, In direct <nltm.il 
club) and groups, ,iml to collaboiatc with rcseatchciv conducting 
scientific studies. Active first In the Ccrclc Liberal and later m 11k* 
Association du Personnel Indigene dc la Colunic (the- labor move 
incut of Congolese government employees), iss October sg$8 lie was 
one of the (oundciv of the Mouvcinou Nal10n.1l Congolaiv (MNC, 
the Congolese Nuiiunal Movement), the fust gnat supra ethnic 
paily in the Congo. At this tune the only other party uav the Ahako, 
led by Joseph kauviiho. which lunnght llie llakungm tugelhec on 
an ciIiiik bam in the province of Icopoldvillc.

Dcicmter igyH wav llie fust dale of major puhtical importance 
in Ihe Congo, for at this time J.nmnmba, Dimni, ami Ngalnla took 
pait in the Accm Coiifeicnce. 'Ilscic then followed the upnving of 
January -4. ig>9, and the dar/lmg iKgiimiugs of the campaign to 
politicali/c the couilliy, which smsn spread fions oik end of the 
Congo to the otlic 1 and cvcnUially won it its independence on June 
30, ig6o. I licit a senes of tiagic events ensued. Isegiiiiiing mi July 7 
with the icU'llimi of the l-'otco Publfquc* ami the leveling of 
diplmnalic iclations with llclgiuin. winch wai proclaimed an ''ag
gressor.*'

Amid this unbelievable turmoil, Lumumba pinvcd lu be- a moie 
pasnouatc nratoi than ever. ‘Iho latter half of this volunu luces 
the events uf this period of gu.il iimcsl Dial was to end in his tragic 
death

Lumumba vrai miiidcied in K.ilanga on January 17. 11)61.

Jr an Van 1.11 mis.

* S<t note, p j f t  10
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The Umfe/fafcifi#

l.mmmib.i. I ' j iion: these two great dead men icpictcnl Africa 
Not only llic ir iwtiom: llicu  entire continent. A t w  read llic ir 
writings, at we decipher then livci, they might appear to hate been 
two tahld enemies. Patton, bom In Mattmiqtic, the great giandson 
of j date. Iike t h it leave of lo t native eountiy at a time when it hat 
not yet become aware of the Antillean personality and ilk urgent 
ntedt. He m ik tt the mute of Algerian ievolt hit own and fight t at 
0 black atongiidc white Modems. Swept along with them into a lei 
•iblc an<l necessary war. Ik  adopts the radicalism ot hit new broth 
err, Ik comet the thcoKlieian of revolutionary violence, and iliestcv 
in h it writing! Airies t  need In emlrraic voeiidiim: without agiaiian 
rcioim and the nalkxuli/a lm n of cnlonul companies, independence 
It an empty word l.uimunha, the victim ot Belgian paternalism — 
if thetc it  no na |i\r elite there it no Inmble — it not at cullnicd a 
man at h'onon. despite hit enonnom intelliiciKc On tbt othci 
hand, he would teem on fm| reflection to have in  advantage over 
him. in l lu l  h it efforts to emancipate h it black brothets and hit 
homeland ate tooled in native uni He icpcalt a tham ind times avci 
that the movement that hr hat organized and become (he nil quo- 
Honed leader of it nonviol<nt, and despite ccrlam provocative nclt or 
ceil jin  local initiatives that he coutitlcnlly disapprove! of. the Con
golese National Movement un it power ihiotigh nonviolence At (or 
the problems of strnctuic, l.mnumbj cltutly outlined hit pOMlion 
when he t|>okc lie fore the Ptdencc Afucainc gionp: "W e have Iscen 
left no choice economically.* B\ (hit he meant that pnJilrcdl quci 
lions — independence, fcdciahim — came first. that political deco!
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(miration )iad first lo he successfully tamed uni in oidet to cicatc 
the instrument! lo i economic and social decolonization.

Hut f j i  Irons quanclmg with each other, there two men knew and 
loved each othei I'aium often spoke to me of I immmba; though he 
wat immediately on the alcil when j i i  African political parly proved 
to lx  vague alsout icfniming vtuienncv 01 icluclanl lo du to. he 
never reproached )il% Congolese friend foi having been I lie draw 
nun of colonialism, if only involuntarily. ^m tc  the contiary. he ic 
gatded him at the stubborn ad 'tna iy  uf any and cvciy atlcmpi on 
the jx jii of a disguised niipcri.ilivm lo  gain a new foothold. 'I lie one 
thing he dnderl him for — and we can appiccialc how gentle a re 
proach it war — w it h it unshakable trust in h it fellow man, which 
wav at once h it giamlcur and hie undoing, lie wat tliown pruol that 
one of h it ministers was betraying linn," l; jmon told me. "He sought 
linn out. tltowcd him the dnenilicnlt ami icpoilt, and raid to him: 
Are von a trailm? I ook me in the eve and answer me.’ When the 

man denied that lie wat and looked Imn straight til the eye. f.u 
iniimba foully said- A ll light, I helietv you. "  lin t th li immense 
kindlieaitcdmts. which Kmopcaiw tailed naitctc, sccimiTTo F " '« n  
nil t/iir cceoaTorj to Be an unuMluualeJhmg: in and of ilei ll. In was 
punk! of it. chig in it a batic t rait of A lnram Several timet ihis 
nun who preached violence u id  teTinc: ‘ We blacks aic gnixl men; 
we have a honoi of cruelty. I'm a long time tl teemed lo me that 
Africans would not fight among themselves Unfortunately hlack 
hlnod it flowing, blacks aic (Jilting it to flow, and it will continue to 
do to for a long time I lie whites arc pulling nut, hut then jccum 
pikes arc still in our m idit, and lu te  been aimed hy them: the last 
battle of the colonial victim against the colonial matter it  oftentimes 
going to be a Ixalllc between the victims themselves." I am quite 
aware that I'anon the ducirinairc saw in violence the iiincapjhlc 
(ate of a workl fighting to free Itself, full Kaiiou the man, deep 
down, luted it  'Ihe diffciCiKCi of opinion and the friendship of 
these two men are an index of Isoth the con trad id iom  that arc tav 
aging A fucj and the common need lo lr<nuc«nd them through Pan
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Afiican unity. Ami each of llic ic  two men, looking deep w lllun him- 
telf, discovered both these ogoni’ ing problems Jnd lltc will lo lolvc 
lltccn

Kvcrylhmg 't i l l rcinum to lx  vjk) jIkhiI Kauon. I iiminnba was 
hcilet known; nonetheless be bat kepi many a secret to liinuclf. No 
oik has really tried lo  discover the causes of bis failure or why tbc 
great ra p ili l i t l i ami tbc hauki 10 pitilessly fougbt a got eminent 
whore leader slated repeatedly that be wouki neither IoikIi inverted 
caprlol nor reek investments hum ullacr sourcer 'I lib  ir the purpose 
l lu l  reading Ihetc speeches will serve: they will enable ur lo under- 
aland why, even though hu economic program war a very moderate 
oik. Ihe leader of the Congolese Naliorul Movement was regarded 
as a hiollici-in aim i b> Kinon the rcvolutioiiaiy and a mortal enctn> 
by lire Soeidlc (Xneralc.

lie  k i t  been accmed of placing a double and even a triple game 
When )k  addreived an audKiice made up only of CoiigolciC, he 
spoke with tile grrateit |M»iM»n; if Ik  u w  that there were whiter in 
Ihc audience, lie mattered Im emetiom and cleverly blew both hoi 
and cold; in Ihutic li, t|>cakiiig In llclgion audienerr. lie w-.i, prudenI 
and dclaltcTjlely charming, and h it fmt concern w ji lo reassure hii 
listeners. doubtless Ihc tame can jlto  Ik  raid uf all gieal ora I on 
they tr/e up llien jihIiciicc vciv cpikkly atirl know jutl how (at they 
can go. 'Ihc  ruder will alio tec that though Ihc style of Ills speedier 
Vdiict from one to the oilier, Ihc contcnl always icmilim Ihc seine 
Doubtless l.itimimha changed: Ihc political opinion! of the young 
author of I t  Ihe Congo. Ihe fxirid of Ihe but me. Thr44lentd?. writ
ten in 1956, are nul llroic of ih r inalnrc young man who fouudt the 
Congolese National Movement. He may have dicanicd foi a mo 
merit of a Belgian Congolese community. loi leavonr that we ate 
about to ditcovcr. Pul after October 10, 1958. hit mind is made up 
and his opinion .1 matter of public recoid hum Ural lime on Im 
views iKver change, and independence Ikcuiiics h it one ami

What varies inoit, depending on what sort of audience be it  ad 
dressing, is h it view of Belgian lo lo u iu lio ii l ie  often emphasizes
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its poiilivc features— m complacently that at times w* almost 
think it i i  J (o lonu lu l speaking: developing (Ik  resources of the 
toil au<l the tulnoil, the work ol educating the people bring earned 
On hy the missions. medical assistance. ptihln lic jllh . Jiid so on. 
Once he even goes 10 far ai to thank leopold IPs liuops fm having 
dclivcird the Congolese from the “ usage Aiabs" who told Waclti 
into tlivcry! In sueli eases. he t l ip t  lightly over the ciucl cxplmta 
lion, the forced labor, the expropriation of h ljd n ' pni|H*r(y, tlie im- 
poiilion of alien cultm.sl patterns, the dclihrialc pcipclnatimi of il- 
literacy, the bloody repremutss. the racitm of the cohmialisli: he it 
content merely to deplore the abuses o f certain adminiitraton or 
0 ncurc little white coloniitt. Hut at other timet the lone clungi-t. 
a in the iccoidcd t|>cceli he made on October 38. 1959. and even 
more impoilant, on |intc \o. 196c, in In i famous reply to King Ilau 
doom: “ Hie fate we endured (01 eighty yean under y u ikm ialit l  ic- 
g ip jt. mn twm 11 ilt are it i l l  too li^ala ami ton m in fu l for jis .to  
he alilc to craft them fiom mir mcinoiy. . . Is this the tame nun 
speaking? O l Comte it  it  I t  lie lying? Ot course lie it  110I. Hut i l  he 
putt bcloic h it listeners first one and then the oilier of Ihcic two d i
ametrically opposed conceptions nf the "coloninng”  mission o f Hcl- 
gmm. it it  Itccjtisc they coexist within him and arc evidence o f the 
profound conlraclictnm existing within tvlial we arc forced to call 
h it dan. Colonial exploitation, despite itu lf ,  luought nets in ititu- 
I10111 tu the (*nngo In plain, everyday language, in the 19501. 78 
perm it nf the population were enufiiminr, peasants mleil by chief 
taint ami plagued hy tribal (punch, ai agaimt aa |>crcciil who were 
extrucoufuMiwra, former peasant! now living for the most p jt l  in 
cities, lire  iduuniitration dk! its utmost la keep the populalmn ig 
niii.iut, hut it could not present this exodin from the country side 
nor Ihc swelling of the u ilun  population not prulctaii/alinn mn a 
certain difference m social status, icsulling from the nerds of the 
colonial economy, among the rcfrdcoufumrrrf a Congolese petty 
bourgeoisie made up of wage earners, minor civil servants, and 
tradesmen was being created. Hiss very small "elite'*— 150,000 peo
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pic m il nf ) | m illion— mm .il loggeihead* both with the mial peo 
pic. who were till) clinging <0 (licit traditions and rivjlm-t. mulct 
Ihc tliuinh ol In b jl chieftains who had told oul lo  Ihc athniuislia- 
lion, and with llic vtotkers, who were sometimes inclined lo vio- 
Icticc lin t Ii.kI tin teal icvaliilio iuix oigani/alion, and ihcreluic had 
t dan cnnujmnncu l lu l  was still in an embryonic stage. 'Che poii- 
lion of llic  hlack "petty Ixmigeoitie" was vetv ambiguous in the He 
ginning. liccatMc even 11 tough it wa* persuaded l lu l  il was |>iofiHng 
from cok»ii7 uliuti, lin t piofit enabled il .il llic  same lime lo measure 
llic  in ii|tiily  of Ihc system As j  in tile r of fa il. it* incut be it —- wlto 
were very young lot llic  m olt p i it. since lin t clast wav a iccent piod- 
ik I  of colonial evolution -  wetc recruited by large cnmpatitcv nt the 
adminiiliation. lot at vcl I here wai no one th irty  y c jii okl who had 
been hum a petty buuigrois.

l.umumha’t f.ithu wai a Catholic peasant; when lilt  soil wai six, 
lie look him with him to work in llic  fickle II tvai Ihc I’atMonist l ;a* 
llierv w]ki decided l lu l  llic litllc  l>o>' should go lo  school; later, 
when Patrice w-j* t l i i i lm i,  I'm tcitanl missionaries Hole Inin m il 
fiom under llic  Reverend Fnlhei*" note*, ' l l ic  boy and h it (alliei 
teem In lu tx  played mi |U il in all this. Kmile l.uinninlxi did m il jp  
prove when Im von tell into the liantlv of (lie Swedish m inion at llic 
age of tliirlcen, Iml w lu l emilil lie do? F.veiylhing was derided with 
on* father or von having any thing to vay about i l :  the "Reverend 
Fathers" wanted to make him a ealcclmt, and Ihc more piactical 
minded Swedes wanted lo teach him a Hade Dial would enable him 
lo  gel out o f the p o m n t«lass and wink foi a wage ami live on In i 
own litllc  plol of grmiml in one of the little villager Unit Ihc while* 
had set up, at a helper of Ihc while colonials. I’jIiiCc spent h it child- 
liuod in the hutli; we know liow niiicralily pool llic black pcasanls 
were; had lim e  religions nigani/ahom not taken him in hand, lliis 
poverty would lu te  been h it lot, l i l t  only outlook on life Hid lie ir  
iI itc  from the it  ait l lu l  the missions were cccttiilmg agenti for the 
colonial system? Probably nut. Hid he see that the conditions of 
runt] life  were, ducctly or indirectly, ihc product ol colonial cxploila
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tion? Pndxibly be did not realize th ii either-, around the (into 1h- was 
bom, the government lud ItCgiin to weigh the disadvantages of too 
obvious cnmtruinls and loiccd labor. Il began attempting to interest 
the pc-aunt in piudnClion, and ('iitosiugcd Individual owncishi|> of 
land Patrice toniideicd the pOVClt)'illicken self-sufficiency of hi* 
father in the lonely Congolese eountisjide as a slate nl nature: far 
fiom being the onei who were icsponsiblc for this, the whilst were 
the nice men who were going to help gel him nut of il.  Aiomtd this 
lime, rather strange ideas alsout his situation must have been put 
into In i head ssouhipmg Christ was the fee voting Congolese paid 
the churches that taught (liens |o read. 'I he fathers gave him a 
fierce luge in discover the causes of his misciy. and at the saint lime 
the desire to u-sign himself lo it. lie  noted this <uiitiudiclioii later in 
n poem:

To male you forger >uu ivrir a man
TVirv Uugfil sou lo ung Cod i  prunes
And all I Jure hymns. te lling  your cotwry in  rh )lh in ,
Modi’ >nsi Unfit for a belter ho rid
Hut in your heart as a human being, <JI you utked for
W«n >001 right In h it and your share of happiuen.

Religion makes sou gioscl as it emancipates you. And then it of 
fen you salvation: the better world it holds out to you is a sham, 1ml 
the religious authorities must nccessaitty leach that it can he cu
te led through >our merits regardless of the color of >out skin No 
matter how hard many men of the cloth try lu hide the fad. the 
cgalilaiiaiiism of I lie Gospel ssorks as a destructive agent in the col
onies. I l has mi cited not only on the children in catechism classes 
hut on the missionary himself sometimes- whether mil of a desire to 
(oicstdll a Mdinpolilan Socialist |uit> sungicsi ot out of convic
tion, or for Ixsth reasons together, m iq$6 the missionaries ul Srhciit 
endoticd the manifesto of llco, a thirty-seven scar old rfsolui* ssIki 
w-ar calling for the escniual independence uf the Congo. W hin at

* K*chit. au "cdecaicd mine" who Im "gotten saoMwhm.'' (Translator's 
rote)
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the age ul eighteen I'atncc Iclt th r bush fur Kindil, where the Symaf 
Coiii|xiny hired him a* J file clerk, the ervcut was i t  o ikc part u! the 
general trend toward j i i  exodus from the cmmliysklc and a capital 
stage in one young mail's growing self awareness. A young peasant 
wlin hj v read Kousieaii mul Victor Hugo suddenly encounter* the 
city; hit standard of living it ladually changed lie oikc went to 
ichool in a lonulotli and now he goei tu wmk m a tint; he once 
lived in a hut and now he lisc* in a home and eami enough money 
to Ino Pauline, hi* Mutntda fiancee:, luiug her to the city, and 
nfsrtv her. He workv feverishly. Hie white* express surprise at hiv 
real: the Coiigoktc, they claim, .ire ussi.dls lan  Mill tim e  dull 
willed colonist* do not uudentjiid that lltc notuiMim ' laziness of 
the native*.' a myth that I* perpctiuted in .ill culonin. i» a form ol 
sabotage: and the passive rcvivlame of a peasant, the wily stratagem 
of a man w ho i* being badly ciphiitcd. Cat rice's fervor, uu the con 
traiy, foi a time place* him in the <lt<goi\ of thoic whom lie will 
I jK i call "colUbmatop Thiv sun of a |*ca*aiil i* now an tvoluC — 
he applies fm an " im n u liic iil jlio ii ccilificatc' and has gie.il cliffi 
cully obtaining it there arc only icy blacks In the entire country 
who an- "itttittJ liku la lcd." He cvcimrally receive* it, thank* In the 
iiitcivcntion of wlntci. tlm  mean* that I *  /**•!» on them; lie ha* 1>c 
conic aware ul hi* importance, that of the young "elite" being cie- 
.tied all ovci the roimtiy. lire  csulsks ate fonuiug a locii) iliatum 
that is skiwty becoming broader and broader and is an indispensable 
aid to the log rninpaincs ami the colonial ad in in ittu tio ii. A black. 
I'alricc f.umsimba take* greatest pmlc In Ins job, the education lie 
lias received, the hook* lie has read. the vague respect shown him by 
the whiles biosiikI him. It wa* this extraordinary yet (ommmi mct.i 
moiphnsis that he was thinking of svlicii latci lie spoke of the bene 
fits of colnni/ation.

Hut hi* growing awareness it  anibisalcnt and contiadictoiy: at 
the same time t lu l In i i  enjoying coming up m tin  world and bask 
lug In the esteem and good will of lu t busses, lie knows that at 
twenty lie lias already gone fli far a* lie ran go He i* higher lip on
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ilic  Udder than any black. IkiI lie w ill clway* icntain below any 
wiiile It u pouiblc lor him. ol comic. to cain a IxHcr tabiy, to 
become j thud clou pott office employee in Stanleyville after an 
apprenticeship. Blit w lu l duel that amount to? W ith  the tame rpial- 
ifit alien* and for the tame woik. a Belgian eni|)lo)co w ill get double 
l i i i  salary; what It moic, l.umutnha knowi that alter tbit brilliant 
dart, the bare will tnddcnly turn into a lortoiic it w ill lake him 
twenty fom ycart tu work hia way up to firal dan, where he will te- 
mam until he if lirc t. 'f l ic  Furopean Mailt o il iminediatcly in this 
lank and cm lwpc to go on fiom there to the vety bighctl poiitions. 
It it  the v»mc in the Force l ’nbli<|OC:* a "Negro" cannot go beyond 
the tank ol sergeant. ‘ I bit it title m tlie private sector at well. I laving 
gotten him tip to the level they want him to attain, the whites will 
kcip him there: bit fate it in the hands ol o llw it. He lives h it condi
tion in pride ami jliina tion  I l r  <atchct a glimptc now ami again nl 
the naked clast struggle th.it l id  Itcyoiid hit own personal nutation; 
nl the age ol thirty-one lie w ill wntc: '  Ibcic it j  teal duel ovu o h  
■rict between employers and employee* "  But talaricd evtibict arc 
not tbcp io lcta iu t tamiumba'idcmandi — like tlim eof tliemiarebo- 
vylidicalitts at the end ol the latt century • Mem from his awnrrtiets 
til hia pmlcsttoual worth, ami not from the m id  that m .ill partt uf 
the globe giver me to the demands u( the proletariat and the tub 
prole lariat About lin t time lie begint to rcalirc — especially mice he 
goes to l.cnpoldville — that he hat been hoodwinked. his iim iu  
tiictiUUon." in painltdli utlamcd entr hint ofl fiom bla ikt w illim il 
nuking h im like whiles. 'I lie "iimn.il t» ulalcd" lu tivc lus  no more 
sigTit tT»m~lTsc "nonetOlved" hlack to enter 11k  l ;.uropcan d itd let ol 
llte city tm lctt lie works I Ik  re. he it  at miicli subject to the curfew 
Uws at they are, when he goer shupping. he incett them ut the s|X 
Cial cashier's window icscitcd (or black*; at all timer, m all placet, 
he it  llte victim, at liny ale, ol tegiegalionltl ptaclicei. It mutt be 
noted that racitin ami segregation arc a new experience lor him: m

• Vhe ConjoU-K colon nl J t n i y ,  sMn:ti performed to lli mililar) and police 
hinctKim. (Tmntitor'i iv©<».)
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llic  bush, lie has already experienced paved)* and undernourish
ment, and (lie t iu lli «f colonialism, which i i  exhume exploitation, 
can be glimpsed there. hut llic ic ate few liaccs of lacisni, for Ihcie 
is little  contact Ik  tween blacks anil whiten, lie  nuy well have Ikco 
tjfccii in by the soft spoken paternalism ol the niniionariet; rliscrimi- 
nation, however, iv practiced openly in the cilics. anti constitutes the 
daily life ol the colonized But the point m int Ik  underscored the 
exhausted, iindcipaicl piolctanal vullcis much more fiom being badly 
exploited than it dors from the racist diverunmation that it the cun 
sequence of this exploitation. When on June jo, i960, l.umiiniba 
dennuncen the ' hack brcjkmg work exacted in return for wages that 
do not allow us to satisfy our hunger, or tn decently clothe 01 house 
ourselves, 01 In raise our cliild icn." lie is speaking fo i till blacks. But 
when he adds: "W e have known that there were magnificent man
sions hit whites in th r cities and ramshackle straw Itovcls for blacks, 
that a black was never allowed into the so called I'.tiiopcan movie 
thcnlcu or restaurants nr stmts; that .1 black luvclcd in the hold of 
ba il* below the feel of the white in Ins dc luxe cabin." it is the class 
of tvohufr expressing itself thnuigli his voice. And when 111 >9(6 he 
writes (hat "immatricillation should Ik  cunsidcied the last step to 
waid Integra I ion," lie is defending the interests of a handful of men 
whom lie iv doing his share to cut off fmm the masses lay his veiy 
words. The fact is that the interests of this elite, which was created 
out of whole cloth by the Belgians, irquire a gicatet and greater dc 
gicc of assimilation as lime goes by cs|iiality nl blacks and whites on 
the la bn 1 market, job openings foi Africans on j I I  levels as long as 
they have the ncccssaiy ability to do the work. As can Iv  seen, he 
does not call for the AfncJiii'/Jtinn of executive jobs, hut their semi. 
Africanization. Should H not base been feared that in such a cave 
those blacks allowed to hold higher-level jolw would become the ic 
complices o f colonial iipprcsiiou or at least its hostages? I.uiuiunlxj 
is not yet .iware of this problem. As a matter of fact, the very same 
year that llfo  demands eventual independence ill his manifesto, Pa- 
tnee i l  still busy mapping out a Belgian Congolese community."
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He demands equal light* lui i l l  citi/cu* within Out community. Hut 
(or a long lime lhi* (.quality is to wotk m favor only of the clan «f 
(-valuer "W e believe that it m i) be |xhmI>Ic in the (datively nc ii 
fnluic to grant pulitu.il light* to the Congolese elite* and to the 
Belgians of the Congo. in accotdauoc with certain c n tc iii to Ik  es
tablished by the government."

However, from tlm  pencil on. I.ummnba i '  the opposite of those 
whom ho will later call "coHjlxJiatot*." I he fad i* that he i '  at 
pencncitig the inner conflict of hit class in its mott extreme foiin 
since this class h.it been cicatesl out of whole cloth by the necessi 
tics uf colonisation, Ik  knows that thv uiuleiUkings of Hclgian cap
italism lias-c cut it off fitiin the- masses and that its only future lies 
in the colonial system; at the same lime In* experience in the cities 
has led him to conclude that lie has Ikcii definitely shut off fmm 
■ his future by the colonialists anil the government. At the very mo 
m a il lie proposes such a "fklgiaii-Congolvse community." he no 
Imigci believes In it: he lux foully caught on to the ligidity of this 
system, which gave him Ins chance the bcltci to exploit him. No re 
fntm is conceivable fur the sole tcason that colonialism pcipetliaUs 
itself through constraint .md d fjpp ra r* when it make* concessions. 
The one solid ion will Ik  a icvohrttonaty erne a complete hicjk, in
dependence- IKo, ax we base just seen, had demanded this liefoic 
I.unuimha And Kavavulm loo, llsv head uf the powciful Altako 
party. Lumumba did not “ invent' indc|iendciKc; others showed 
him how necessary il was. If Ik  was nonetheless the promoter and 
the mart*) of independence, that was because he wauled il to Ik  
total and absolute, and events did not allow- him to hnng this about.

As a matter of fact, most of the nationalist orgamxalioris that are 
coming into (K in g  at this time .ice set up within a regional frame 
work the African Solidarity p jitv  is formed in Kwango Kwilu. the 
Center of Afneau Uegmupment in Kivu llicse |khIic* manage — 
with great difficulty — to reconcile the differences between the vaii- 
oiii ethnic gtoupr, hut for this very icason It becomes hard for them 
lu spread Iks one! the pmvince*. Their nationalism — when it exists
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— is lii lad  fcrieialnm: they dream ol a very limited central power 
whose principal function w ill Ik  In unite provinces that ate autono 
inoiis. In Ixopnklvillc things go farther still: the numerical superi 
ority nf the Bakongoi pcnniti the Abako lo Ik  at once a regional and 
an vllmtc parly To enmider only the litte r cate, I wo things result 
from this: the Ahjko !■ a powerful hut archaic movement, at once 
a secret society jimI a mass party; it* piincipal leaders aic cvolu^a, 

/bn l they arc nut cut off from the people because they have made the 
people's baric demand tlic ii own: immediate independence fill the 
l.owci Congo. Kavavubu, the top leader, is an enigmatic, tcciclivcf 
permu. of whum it can Ik slid both that lie icm.lined ill direct con 
tact with h it ethnic lure despite lin in g  been eooplcd bv (lie guv 
eminent, and that lie never had the means or the dunce or the will I
to acquire n dear awarenm of Im own class: a vcininaiun who was 
lint a believer and then later n schoolteacher, lie has lies to the U»- 
Irungos that arc ulncntc and incssianic, lie is their icligiouv leadci, 
tlic ii king, the living pmof lli.il they arc th t  Chrutn iUopU. O il be / 

jn g  elected president ol the Congo altci independence, lie w ill sud
denly find himself living the most total scut ol contradiction his 
office rapines that he preserve naliunal unity and, most important, 
prevent the accession o f Katanga, for it threatens to ruin the Congo; 
and at the same time Ins |Kupk demand l lu t  lie himself became a 
secessionist and rcstuic the old Kongo kingdom by wresting certain 
tc in lono  ovvay fruin t)ic French Congo. Incapable o f controlling the 
situation, lie w ill waver between an anarchical federalism and a die- 
latonsl ccnlnrlivm based on military force. Above ill,  he will play 
im pciuliim 's game, unconsciously at fust am! then very deliberately. 
It is not a case hereof personal psychology, hut of an ob)cctivc fjc 
to r: the Ahako. which was vctuiatist bv Its veiv nature, w-a,* «» mm 
the woik.of the iiJ lio iu liits  for the benefit of foreign powers. aUtt 
iii3 c|xn<1enc< At the tune. Iiowevci, when l.umumlu was giadu 
ally acipiinng a national awareness, Ix fc u  independence, this con 
(lived movement, at once obveuiantisl ami revolutionary, had done 
inoic Ilian Jiiy other parly to bring the Congo its freedom. As evilly
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j i  1956, it  answered llto 'i manifesto and Lumumba's reflections on 
"community'' by demanding iim nrd ijtc  independence and <fi« na 
lionaliiation of t/ic big coriip.iniffi It led people lo liclitivc tb it  it 
bad a (evolutionary socialist p iogiim . 01 at Hie very lu s t H ut the 
demands coming fiom its bisc rcu licd  the top, but as lite r events 
proved, this was not at all the case. H ie  AUiko was merely lrym | to 
go esciy oilier party one b ille r: it  bad loinid it necessary In l*c the 
most radical jxaity. And in truth it  was put (bat. bv the scry (act that 
the Bakongm tcpicsviitcd percent of the black population in Leo 
poldvillc and provided (lie city's unskilled labor. They sscre elites* 
plimd and could lie mobilised al any liio m iiit when word was sc- 
ccclly passed to them: tins sscre the nuts who went out on strike, 
who waged disobedience tim |uigns; if  then leaden told them not 
to vote, not a one u! them went anywhere near the polls. 'Ilicy  were 
also the ones responsible for the uprisings in januaiy 1959, though 
llscie is now no way o f knowing whether they tinted because of strict 
orders to do so 01 despite definite nidus not lo do so. 'I lie csohili 
had no power user the masses eaecpt in the l-owcr Congo, their 
iiiiiiiIk i jikI their way of life did not allow them tu piocecd to act 
diicetly. The fact must be iccogmred that they plascd a role nf l i t 
tle impoitance in the events of |a iiiury 19^9 It was really the cco 
nomlc crisis — the colonial recession, which severely affccterl the 
mot he 1 count iy. and Hie agitalinn of Hie pi 11 let Hire'll tnassrs. whose 
standard of living declined appreciably — together with the clumsy 
manciiscis of the administration. Hut made the guscinnKiil in Bel
gium suddenly give the Congo its indcpctMlciKe, that is, icplacc t  
colonial regime with a ncoeolonijl regime — with the approval ul 
the big companies.

I.m iiim ihi was not rcspoimblc for tlio Congolese revolution; Ills 
position as an £\olue. cut nfl from the urban prukla iiit and even 
mole nolalcd from (lie country side, presented bim from basing re
count tn violence. I In icsoKe In be "nonviolciil." which he kept 
t ill Hie very day lie died, stemmed much more fiom a clear-sighted 
recognition of Ins limited power than hum an ailidc of faith or ■
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trait of character From 19^6 on lie is Hie idol ol llic  crowd 111 St an 
kyv ilk . llu l an idol is m il .1 leader, as i i  N'Krmnah, whom Itc ad 
nines, and still ks i 3 sorcerer, a* is Kivavubu, who wnirics him. lie  
knows this: lie Innw i l lu l  he can sway uii audience, thanks In Ills 
gift t lu l enables him <0 speak aisywhere <0 anybody ami thanks to 
the education he has received from the Belgians and is now using 
as a weapon against t liru i; lint more than a way with words is re
quited to make men attack machine guilt barehanded. Vet it is lie 
who w ill sciae u|xsn icvulitliun as H posses by. uu ik it  with bis seal, 
give it diiccHnn. Whs? became h ii si too I ion as an assimilated na 
lira  .sod the natuie ol bis wmk enable him lu attain umveisalily. lie  
Isas |xrvisml knowledge o l vslut life is like in the Inish, in little  ur 
ban settlements, in laigc provincial cities ami the capital; he escaped 
from provincialism forever at the age of eighteen. Mis reading and 
his Christian ednc.itiou have gisrn him ail image nf man that is still 
abstract hut free o f racism we arc struck by the fact that in Ids 
speeches lie explains the situation in the Congo by Cunstant icfci 
cnees to the French Revolution, to Holland's stingglc against the 
Spaniards. Ami naturally, ihcic is a sort of ad hoinuu-m argument in 
these allusions: how sail you whiles prevent Micks from doing cs 
aelly what sou have done? llu l aside from these polemical illic it 
lions, he also spc.ils of a basic humanism that cannot help hut lie 
the ideology of the evnluct: it  is in the name of fionio fober, in fact, 
tli.it they demand ecpial oppmtiuiitka for llclgiaiis ami Cimgnlctc 
in the labor market. This umvcisal concept immediately placet U -  
niuinba above ethnic groups ami tribalism: it  erublcs this wanderer 
to profit from h ii Iraveh ami gel to the bottom of local |nohkins by 
looking at them from a universal point of view. It is l l i i i  perspective 
that allowi him to grasp — above and bc-yomi the diversity of cus 
loins, the rivalries, and the discoid —  the unity of needs, interests, 
sullcringi. The administration raised him ubosc the common level: 
there is no doubt that this isolated him, but it also permitted him 
to uikIciiIjikI the osxiall s ilu itiou of the Congolese Kions this 
point on, mi matter what sort of audience lie is addressing, he
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constantly i|xukt of the unity of h it country: what divides h it roun- 
try me u are the vestiges of a prccolomal patt that i t  c<iicf iillv  pci pc* 
intcd hy the adniinitlration, what tm ilct them, in a negative way at 
this point, i i  ■ certain common miifurtiluc. which ii  deeper than 
liadillon uml cuttom became the nvcrwoik and undernourishment 
they uiffci fiu iu artecl the very welltprings of their lives. In short, it 
i j  Dclgijn colonization t in t i i  creating a Congolese nation through 
|x rpc lu il and omnipresent aggicssion.

T im  is ut mice true and false. Colonization does unify the colo 
nized, but it divides them at least as much: not only thiough calcu
lated efTosI ami Machiavellianism — that would be nothing— hut 
alio through the division of labor t in t it introduces and the social 
distinctions that il creates and stratifies. In the cities socioprofcs 
ihnuI lies tend to be mote impmlsnt than lishal lies, but looked at 
more closely, differences created by nrto's job. one's ilamlaid of 
living, and onc'v educational level are juvl 10 many added factois on 
lop of the ethnic diviiiom  in Ihc black seelions. In addition. Ihcic 
are the conllicis dividing those who fiisi came to Ihc cities and those 
urbanized at a later date. 'Hie proletariat in the countryside is not 
that of Ihc cities, ami above all the peasants, under the thumb of 
chicflamv who ate ronicivalivc and who have usually sold out to Ihc 
Kuropcaui. arc not taken into account hy fooluct. Util Ihc emerging 
petty bourgeoisie must n tttt ia tily  commit the same cuor as the 
French bourgeoisie i t  the time of the I evolution. Confronted with 
an unorganized proletariat whose demands arc vague, and with a 
peasantry from which il  hat emerged and whose jsp iu tion i it  thinks 
it  is well awaic of, rt faker H u ll Ic he ih t universal clan. The only 
differentiation it is willing to take into account is not an economic 
one. the members of the new elite define ihenisclses. as the colonial 
administration hopes they will, by the amount of education they 
have had; the culture they have acquired it their ptidr and then most 
intimate substance: Ihc best of them believe it their absolute duly 
to lead their illiterate btolhcn out of the rountiysido and the bush 
and guide them luwaid autonomy or independence. I would say that
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Him illutioit i t  inevitable: huw could laiuuimha — who went to the 
Reverend F.ithcn' “  tchool in a tvindiMh ami war loyal to h it peat- 

ant attaehmeiilt t ill the da) lie died — really cunndcr him iclf to be 
the icprcNciitJlitc of a new data? If lie had a better life now. it wat 
liccauic h r had turned it. Ih .it dttpuahle and ten  cleverly choicn 
culontalitl wind for eduealed natitet — rfvolun, I lime who hate 
"evolved — lik lc t the truth a m u ll air-Mini of privileged hlaeli 
laker itself to be the advance wing of Ihe coloured. Kven thing con- 
tp iirr to delude t-umumbj: in Augurl iq$6 the- demand* id the 
cvoluet at the general congrett of the Attoculion of Native Per 
tunnel of the (Colony icicive the tmauumiut mppoti ■>! the dclcgalo 
He tcet m (hit accord of the manet ami the elite a rign of tlic pro 
(mind unity of the Congolese. In the light o f iuIhccjuciiI eveiili, we 
knuw today th jl Hie 1m1lu.1l liarinom wav abilract. ‘I lie ualive 
matter are proud of their etolurt. who prute fn everyone I hat a black 
can ccpial or turpatt a while if given Ihe chance, thev vupport the dc 
inamlt of Hie privileged elite — h\ their woult in particular and hy 
their applaute — became they lake them to reprcicnl a radical viand 
of the exploited ut the face of their cmplovcii. 'M ine  demandt are 
an example and .1 tymlaol. and once they have liecu made, the dele 
galct can huevee a rarlicalixjliou of the demandt <d common la 
horert Rut when tirvuunlaiicct finally bring alxmt tin. tadicalira 
lion, Ihe alliance lielwccn Ihe matvci and the petty hoiiigcoine It 
immediately shuttered at a remit 

l.umumha wat mistaken in Huticgaid, hut the inevitable error on 
h it port had |io iiti\c  remit!- in a word, he wat Hg/il to commit it, 
from the point of view of hiitory l l i i t  mivtakc allowed him to 
preach forccfullt 1 lie outrage tin t unity alone would hung the 
Congo i l l  independence. 1  hat fotinula, winch lie 10 often repeated, 
it  perfectly correct, moreover, if one pronto I t  added: the movement 
fur unity muvt Come fium Ihe bate and wash over Ihe country like a 
flood tide Unfoilunatclv for Ihe Congo, the to rn l d itm onj, ihe 
timid nature of Hu demandt made. Ihe abtcncc ol a icvolntionaiy 
apparatus with molt In the matter ami conliollccl b> them, made it



8  i M i i o t x i c n o N

impossible fui the mmemeut to ipicad. and it it  still impossible 
today it still be the history of the coming decade. Lumumba, who 
was cnlluniji(icJll> listened to all over the country, had even reaion 
to Itclicve Hut the mam-i Mould follow the £volucs to the vets end. 
'I lie unity that he took to Ik- lv>th something already achieved and 
something not yet even begun, half j  mean* and half a supreme end, 
Mai in b it eyes the nation ilic lf. Hie nation the Congo Incoming 
unified through the struggle it would wage for it i independence Hut 
the future prime ininntcr it not to naive at to believe that the unity 
of the nation Mill come about tponlaneoilily. lie  simply poses this 
negative principle: the adiniim lrjliou divides in ordri to rule, and 
the refute the only way uf taking its power away from it i* lo  do away 
with every last division that it has mated in the (utintry. 'Ibe  tribal
ism, the provincialism, the artificial conflicts, and the watulig lit 
compartments that it pcipclualci must be done assay Mith. Dernoc 
racy, yet Hut democracy must not he contused with federalism, as 
Ik'.i had clone. VVhatcvri its aim, Iium-cvci minimal the regional 
autonomy that any one pacts* demands, federalism is the worm lit 
the fiu il that Mill spoil csciythiug, foi iiiipcnalim i Mill n n media M y 
exploit it l.iunumba realizes that the Ahako will lie a remarkable 
tool for toppling the colonial system for some time to conic and Mill 
later threaten to hec-ome the hist weapon (or restoring it. Lumum
ba s |ob as a port office employee gisci him a plate in the colonial 
adnunistiation ami enables bins lo discover its principal feature: 
centralization The fact that hu happens In Ik  a cog in the central 
izcil system of eiiiimuuiications allows linn to make this dtvcovciy 
even nunc easily, The postal nrtwxjtk extends to evety province, and 
even into the bus)); thioiigli it, the governors unless arc liau im illcd 
to the local (om lahulinei, to the Force hibhque If the Congolese 
nation some day comes into existence, it w ill owe its coheiiscncst to 
a similar form of centralism I’a tikc dreams uf a unifying power 
that w ill rally all the people, acting eveiywlicrc. Iiungutg luiniony, a 
community of action, throughout the counlty, receiving inhumation 
from the most icmulc hamlet, collating lin t information and using it
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as the basil of a political policy, sending information ami otdeis to 
the tcpiescnlafivcs of 1 his powei back by the same route to the tin i
est hamlet. 'I he fovemment splits the colonized into individual 
atoms and unifies them from t in  outride, as subjects of the same 
king. Independence will be merely an empty word unless the coke 
llo il impoicd from fli« outiid* is replaced by unification /rows t in  
fitlirla The Nelgijn admiuistiation can he replaced only by a man 
patty that, like it, it omnipresent, and at the tame lime democratic 
— that Is to lay, emcigitig from the |scoplc and controlled by them 
Hut until such lime as the Congo has created its own ficc rnstilu 
Irons, tliir patty w ill be even more authoritarian in that it alone will 
be responsible for defending th r nation against the still virulent 
effects of a policy of ilonn/ation that has heen practiced for eighty 
yean l.mnumtu is so conscious of the danger] that lie wants to 
substitute a tingle parly for the pointless multiplicity of nationalist 
movements We have very little information about h it plant m this 
connection. We do know, however, that it was to be an A/ricuu tfyb 
party not a u-slrrclcd entity that coopts its new members, at the 
Communist party of lire l/SSR docs, but the entire population, men 
and women both, each of them being uf ou« one/ th t same h in t a 
citi/cn and a militant. H r  (cured that if the oppmitmii lenuincd 
outside the party, it might lead to some sod of scpantiim, and 
fhtrcfuie to the death of the Congo. Jlc would nof linse rejected 
such opposition within Iho party, lie  italesl repeatedly that dil 
cusiiom within it would be frank and open. What be did nut say, 
but what 11 self evident, as in all cares uf etliciisc emergency, war 
that once a vote had been taken, minontlcs would be foiccd to 
adopt the point of view of the majorities; and that th r opposition, 
which cadi time would be distolved only to Ire reborn at tome other 
point III connection with Ollier problems, would represent, in the 
Iasi fllia ly iit, only the ficc csercire of judgment of each and all in 
a given set of circumstances, and would be deprived of the means of 
bceomiug a continuing tradition, of retting itself up ai .1 party within 
the patty.
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Me attached leu importance — at least in the Aral dava of iisdc 
prudence — to the setting up of an economic and rocial program 
dun lie did tu the primordial (unction o f the party at a new claw 
/(upping the Congo In place ol the limner colonial talon, preventing 
the country from falling apart at any price. But this very concern 
lud  economic rtasom behind it- lie was fully aware of the maneuver! 
of the Cnnalut* and had no rloubl whatsoever w lu t the icvult of 
Kilangcsc secession would he. Thuv this political |acohiniiin wai at 
bnttum impirctl hy his practical knowledge nl Congolese icalrtics 
I l it  speeches arc pioof that he foresaw everything that has happened 
since h it only miitake was to believe rt possible to ward nil disaster 
In ucating a great modem party that would eventually icplace the 
|sowcr of coercion of the occupicn.

It is well known that the mother country tested, very much in 
spite ol itself, as the meeting place fn i Congolese (m ill different 
ethnic ginnp* dining the W oild ’s I ‘I lie unity of their white 
oppressors enabled these blacks isolated in Brussels to discover, in a 
defensive sort ol way. their unity at men whn ore oppressed, a unity 
t lu l appears to them tu be itiongcr Ilian the many thing* that divide 
them. As a mailer uf fact, ill ffWgrurti the Congolese ate aware only 
of the interests they have in common Reluming liomc. they con
tinue tu cherish the alsttracl hope of binding all the m lm ii/cd, what
ever their orignii, into •  supra ethnic parly. Lumumba is the only 
person eapahlc ol (minding such j  party, to l»e known as the Con- 
gnlesr National Movement Htll the inemlxrsliip of the movement 
soon reveals its real nature il it  nniveualivt, disrcgaidiug ethnic 
groups and boundaries, because it* militants are u n iv fr tr fM ;  in u 
woid. it  is a movement o f dvoludt. Militants w ill be reeiuited through
out the country, more 01 less, without ton much difficulty — at least 
in the cities —  because the administration and the hig companies 
have scittacd the minor civil servants and employed they have 
tiained all ovet the Congo. Rut the dream of funning a mats party

• i’otitieil psiiy headed bv Mow Ttkombt.
* Held in Drvvwh In <35*.
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fades away at best it i f  a pasty of agitatmi aiu) orgauixcis. It it no 
one's fault, foi it could not luxe been otherwise; tlic  Congolese Na
tional Movement if the petty bourgeoisie o| the Congo discovering 
it* d a n  ideology,

l.mmimba n the mott radical of it* leaden at once cleat sighted 
and blind, lie rnjx not ice tltc toe i a I fjc tun  coiidilioinng lux uni 
lariat) movement and boxv impossible such unity it; lie unuelliclexi 
nudciitaudx very well that the pioblciui of the Congo arc tliu ic  ol 
all of Afrkd, and sect even mine clcaily that h it countiv w ill be 
thong enough to turvixe iudcpeudcncc only within the framework 
of a five AfiiCd. He utlciidx the Accia Confcicucc nt a representative 
of llic  C'ongoktc National Movement. He delixeit a ipeech and 
makes the following coiniiscutx on this need for unity, aiiliug here 
and there all over the continent, of which the Accra meeting it  the 
dlrccl effect;

"This coufcience . . . reveals one thing to nt: despite the bound
aries that separate ut, despite out ethnic differences. we have the 
same awareness, the same soul plunged day and night in anguish, the 
same anxnnis dcsirt- to make the African continent a free and happy 
continent Ili.il lias rid itself of unrest ami ol fear and o f any sort of 
colonialist domination."

Kcplacc the word Africa by the wuid Congo, the word continent 
by the word iMfion, and you will find line  the same pluatex that 
l.umnmba repeats day after day in each ol the provinces of his 
country this is because the Cungo seems tu him to be a compendium 
of all the differences perpetuated by the vanous African separatisms: 
within it an- to Ixr (omul provincial honndarirs, ethnic and religious 
conflicts, economic diflctentutionv that are both veitical (the sarrous 
social strata) and honzonlal (the geographical distribution nl re
sources). In his eyes there n there lore hut one task to tight fur 
Independence it to fight for national unity Hut it ir at the tame time 
to fight for a free Afsiesa, and coitsc riel >— as he will make excu 
plainer later — everVtiling that fuithers the integration o f the many 
s.uious states in a single federation hastens the day when the lari
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victim i of colonialism will txl thcinvcivtf of tlici« la it colonircri. The 
events that followed show that Ills view on tin* point w ill practical 
and extremely dear thou- vtalei which had secured their iudcpciHh 
cnee must help those louutnci Mill enslaved lo  rexet any sort of 
guardianship, by cveiy means |>ovublc. It it  common knowledge that 
two and a lu l l  yean later he wai to call for the help o f Ghanaian 
trmipi when he fell iliat the frail Congolese Republic wav about to 
fall n|xjit If he had won hit battle, these it  nodnubl that the Congo 
would have aidid Angola and all the neightioimg countries: l.nnium 
ha's finthriglit I'aii-Afncanitm made him tome of his mntt deadly 
cnemio, tin- whilci of Khodcila and South Afiica. and in a mine 
underhanded way, the Kngllih coiiK ivfllivci. A Ran-African Congo 
would have been fm t of all an example; it would have planted fc ililc  
seeds in the heaMt uf those Mill ciitl.ived Hut above all. I l i i i  great 
country would have provided the mutt effective kind of vup|vut, in 
a hundred different ways, for icvulutionaiy nigam/atloux in lhr 
utighlioiing countries. Nut only out of biolhcthood hut also because 
ihiv wav the only African policy tli.it conk! possibly he followed: 
once free, the Congo would lie vuriuumled by mmtal cuuniev the 
blacks m Rhodevia, in Angola, would luve lo lucak their chains, and 
Youlotn iicncolonijlitt government would have to he ovcrthruwn or 
the the Congo would he plunged into slavery again. W h.il I j i  
mumha merely hinlv at — though wo know lie teali/rd it immedi
ately— 1$ that Congolese independence iv not the cud hut the 
beginning of a struggle lo the death to win national sovereignty, 'the  
Hclguiiv can lie made to pull uul through the efforts of an orgamra 
lion wiffiin the country; once lliey have left, however, lire danger 
can be averted only by a foreign policy, for lire young nation, having 
lost its masters without having found the means to cxcicnc its free 
dom, w ill he forced to depend oil tlsc help of slates not so young 
that have already altstncil then sovereignty, and will he obliged lo 
luppoit national movements in the colonies bordering it. In the 
speech he delivers at the Accra Conference, Lumumba therefore 
stresses the reciprocal effect of the two aims that finally emerge frum
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die dchlxiations of the confcrcixc. which in Ins mind arc bul one, 
and nglills io: "The snuggle against all those internal and external 
la cion standing in the way ol the emancipation o( our respective 
itjuntiics and (hr unification of Africa." lie  i i  ton deeply involved 
in the political iltngglc lor libeialiun to sliest the most basic pioli 
Jem confronting I'jn -A fiK Jliinn : the fact that a united Africa can
not lx  m ated without establishing an Afiican inaiket for if« //  'I Ik  
organization ol a common market lor blacks on a continental scale 
involves other problems mid other battles: it is not lime yd for the 
Congolese National Movement to contemplate them Nor is it  yd 
time to nm cil and unravel the mystification lying hidden beneath 
the magic svonl inde/xnde/K«■ in many counlries, m the French 
Congo for instance; especially since b\ |>ionouucing tills word in 
Rrar/asillc this same scat, de Canllc has aroused enormous enthu
siasm in the Hclgian colony and with one <1 rnkc caused even the 
most hesitant to tails round and sup|xirt t It use demaiKlt that go the 
faithcsl. Hut even aside from this, what Lumumba lacks Is a thor
oughgoing knowledge of the new nations and flicn iiitu ttiudurcs, 
mnl Ixcansc he dots not have such knowledge, h r w ill Irani too late 
that certain black states arc In then scry nature the sworn enemies 
of Congolese independence. Above all. become Ins experience hat 
bscn shaped by the most severe sort of oppicssion and liic  most dci 
pksiblc soil of segregation, he is unable to envisage any other enemy 
except the old colonialism, an antique piece of machines)- so ligkl 
t lu l it must either ousli everything in its was or crack apart. It is 
•gaunt this machinery that he girds hiimcll for buttle: in fact, it is 
tlu-re Ixforc bis say eyes, represented by the obscure little colonial 
and by the colonial administration. Hut Ibc black leader docs not 
suspect that this ogre, iipparently still so full of life und so wicked, is 
in reality already dejd, tlral lire imperialist governments und the big 
companies bust decided, once confronted with the colonial crisis, to 
liquidate the clastic formt of oppression and the ossified und harmful 
Structuics set up in the course of the preceding century. I Ic does not 
know that the mother counlries lhat have been in control want to
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five nominal power to I he '‘native*,1' who w ill govern, more or lei* 
consciously. in inch ;i way as lo fuilltcr colonial u ilcrc ilt; he docs 
no! know that l l i r  accomplices or lire draw men fw  ihc joli have 
already been handpicked in Knrope, tlial they all belong lei Ihc class 
lha! lias been reouited and liaincd lay flic  colonial adminiilistim i.
10 the pclly bvuigcninc of company employed and mmol function- 
aiici, to hi* own ckui. This lack of insight w ill tend him lo his doom 
lie  i t  one nf the elite, it i i  line, and thus cut nfl from Ihc massd lhal 
lie supposedly rcptcvciitl. Mis militants aic all pclly Isourgcoit; if  he 
wins, they arc the ours with whom lie w ill fuim the first government 
nut his intelligence in id hie deep dcvolimi lo ihc African c amc will 
make him a black Kolicipicicc. Ui< undcilakiug is ill once limited —
11 n first ol all political, and the lest will follow- in lime — and tllti 
venal. The "Reverend Fathers" matched him out of Ihc peasant 
wot Id of the "nonevolvcd": in tin- beginning lila head iwam with 
ideas he had been exposed to in school at an catlv age, and once her 
k-cainc the spoktrman of the elite, he demanckd that it  be totally 
integrated. Hut in the cud univuia litn i cariicd the day in lm  mind. 
Doubtless il is an ideological piinciplc of Ins cion ond, an we have 
seen, an optical illusion Hut Ih ii humanism, which in othcis inaiks 
iiairow- d m  intciesll, becomes hit pcisonal (xaision; lie becomes 
completely devoted to it  and iccki to give the subhuman victims ol 
colonial exploitation hack their inbmn humanity. This cannot he 
done, of comic, without a total icfo im  of all the stiuctiuei, without, 
m shoil, agrarian rcfuim jiu I lu liouahrjtio ii; 1ml h it cdticjliou a* a 
houigeon democrat prevents hun fiom in  mg the nerd for such 
fundamental rcilmctuiing T h il is nut all that seiious however: how 
could In- have seen this when there were no proletarian oigaunatinm 
to channel and clarify the people's political demands? Mad he re
mained in (sower longer, men and circumstance* would have driven 
him into a corner and forced him to choose: neocolonialism or 
African socialism. Let u« have no doubts a* to what his choice would 
have been, By founding the Congolese National Movement, by 
making contact with the leaden of other partie* — that i* to lay,
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Will, other l-voluls — lie unfortunately Icll the ficUl wide open, 
without in the k j i t  suspecting it, to llic mml active element! of his 
own class: men whole common ami pnona l m tc ic iti had king time 
nude them M l i  willing ami aide to Isctras him. ami who well* con
vinced i i  cadt ai the lin t days in July i960 t lu i he lud  bctiaycd 
lh*m  As a nutter of fact, this h the precise vontcc of the conflict 
that forced him lo fight it out with h it uiinitlcrs and the minority 
in Parliament: these petty houigcoit wanted to make their e lm  the 
inling d a n  — and objectively (tin cjiiic  down to a rapprochement 
with the imperialist powers. lie  wanted to he a guide, thought he 
belonged to no one clast, and refuted, in Ins /cal tncenlializc jiuwet, 
to ta lc economic d iflricn tu lion t either more nr leu tctiouih than 
tr ilu l divisions: a tingle parts would rautc these lum en to come 
tumbling down like the others and would reconcile the inlereitt of 
all What it  mmc. he may have lud  more or le«i definite plant to 
reorganize the economy by stages and ptudeully kept h it m tculioiit 
.1 secret, l ie  wai unpcclcd ol this, at any rale, and it was not only 
Ilie business of asking for Human planes that (.lined him lu Isc 
accused o f communism. The most (anighted ministers and mcrnUis 
of Parliament Isclievrd, certainly, that his |jcobmnm might lead to 

I socialism simply because he believed m a thoroughgoing humanism 
W lu l matters, in any cate, is that he pul Ins class in power and was 
leads to lulc against it and despite it. Could it hate Ix tn  otherwise? 
No: doting the last years of the colonial regime the proletariat had

I not engaged in any ad that might (ante these petty bourgeois to 
think of it as a voice l lu t  ought lo lie lic.itd in the debate.

I 'l'he Kertwiu for l.i/n iu infw* ia iln rt

> On l i i i  return fnun Accra, the Icadei of the future single pasty 
Imcoisics a symbul uf reconciliation: under hit influence the Con
golese National Movement attempts to ally it sell with the pimdpal 
nationalist movement). The Common Kraut that lie sets up wins 
the elections in 1960 Hut its victory at the polls in a legal election 
ilm  uId not bind us to its fragility: at long as it was merely a tj nation
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nf .1 slmp!« propaganda campaign waged III connnon. nf .in aceoid 

litmlol In l l i r  mtc sallying cn nl indcfxndnKf. .ill parliian interests 

could Ik- pul ande lor the moment. Hill though the winner* take 

mo I ho mm nl government — wlio the ii there In inn the COitnlry?

- 1 he fnmi ll ir r jlc m  In fls apjtl (or (wo ir.nom ihat luse already 
hem iiieiilKJiicil: the seal hast nl the allied pattio  is h i  tsxiv core 
jwm incial— even Die I.’ im uinlij-Congolnc National Movement i i  
Mi|i|Niitrd first and foremost by llie ex-peasants o l Stanleyville; and 
srenitel, their enlliirj) unhcrulhm  can scarcely conceal their leaden' 
d o  ice In make llu im elvci and llieir follower* llio  new tilling claw 
|-'rnm line point on. lannumha'i putily and iiilcgnts dnom him 
history it made lit him. bol il alto aett against him. lie  it  the un- 
<|iicttioiicd leader of ccnltaliim, ami hit enemies coine out in the 
open the inomcnl he gives pruof of Iris powci a» a public speaker 
and his skill at a negotiator. ‘I he first ol h it enemies to declare them- 
tehxs arc Trhombe and the mcmbcit nl the Conakat 'IIksc  Ka- 
tangese maintain that their piuvnicc hat In tuppurl the entire ii at miii 
all by itself, if the lies binding it to other unproductive nnd pmcily- 
tliick rn  legions are severed, it con keep it* lichct all to it ic ll Next 
dietc comes the inevitable breaking assay of the cenlu litt paily 
Kalonp founds the Kalonji-Congolcsc National Movement, winch 
lakes over South Kasai; by cunt rati with the situation in tire other 
groups, in l l i i i  ease il is political livalnct that make Inr ethnic xepa 
la liim . Th t Ahako party, finally, remaini unmoved; Lumumba 
makes rcpuleel advances lo Kasivubn. who dues not rcspotid. When 
independence is won and a gnsemment must be set up, two great 
forces still ennlionl each other the Abako. which is as intransigent 
as ever, and die Nationalist Bloc {d ie Congolese National Move 
incut and die parlies allied with It), which ii flexible and detciinmrd 
to reach a lasting compromise ‘I he Conakat. which inainlama that 
il is a federalist party, is the fitsl to agree to tjkc  pait. with reitain 
piosiios. in a central government but this is merely a ploy, the teal 
aim of which should he obvious. The Belgian minister, (Jamhof. 
cannot make up his mind which of the two bloci to hack. I.u
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im m ilu hat helped maintain public order timing the recent np 
m illet: hi* dcclaratmin aic m odrijte  in lone; lie hat no economic 
program, anti lie lu t  taxi a hundred lime* that lie m il guarantee the 
lately of the property of the colonials AikI then there 11 one other 
nnall detail hit group hat turn the majority of votet m the cktlion . 
lint hit ccniralitm it  vastly to be fcuicd. The colonuh are i/^ i iu f  
/urn Kat-avubu ir pcihapt even nunc dangi-rout. however, lie  can 
control the violence, but he alto pnllv the it if ngt of dltcutd; h it 
fcxkralnm it  a cover-up for the passionate 'epniatinn of hit tiihc. 
The- m ln ittc i't first move it to in liu t l L u iu u iiiIki with “ an minima 
lion g-atliciing mission. for the eventual pni|>mc of fniming a ('.fin 
folcic government." ’Hie length and the pnndctouinci* of this 
fmmula it a fair proof of its author's embarrassment. lauumnba 
fisc i proof nf Im nbiolntcly icalittic appraisal of the d ilu tion  tvlicn 
In- s im p lify  It by stating: “ I am ch.ugcd with forming a govern 
Went." lln l on the 17th ]ol June), Canthof declares that he it ic 
lifting  l.iiniiiinha of hit "iufuimatioivgdthcnug m itiion '' and turn
ing it over to K jtjvnbu. There ore further consultations, which lead 
nriwhcrc. On the lis t, the Ix-gidative Chamber choose* it* nflicei* 
and the Natimiali*! Blue prove* In be the majoiity party, l ’ oor Can*- 
hof immediately lake* Katasuhn'i mission uway firm* him and turn* 
It over to l.ninuinha again Negotiation* begin once inocc, but katd- 
vubu prove* to lie nut as stubborn a* ever on |uue ia, the Alukn 
again call* foi "the comtilulhin of an autonomous ami sovereign 
llakungo stale within a united Congo fcdciation." We know what 

.COmpionuve is finally aimed at: the A lukn i t  to ip jxnnt the chief of 
• late and the minister*; the National!*! Hloe it to ap(>omt the prime 
nimitlcr and the rcmamdciof the government team, except for those 
posit to be Tilled by the Conakal These birth pangs shed light on 
t«n fuel* of great impoitancc. 'I lic  negotiations, fust of all, aic seen 
In have taken pldcc under the threat o f a Riknngu upiitiiig. Lu 
muinha's power was merely parliamentary; Katavulni't was real and 
m stive. As long at Belgium was still a picjcm-e in the Congo, Cam 
hul was obliged to take the elected majoiity in I’ailiamciit into con.
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ndcfution, no course was open to Belgium except to set up a canca 
lure of bourgeois democracy in its foimcr colony. A/far t in  depot tun  
of the BWg/dnr. volet were uol important. Lumumba was thrown 
out ol office j ik I oitcilcd without ever having lo ti h it majority. In 
oilier words. democracy w it simply rejected nut ol hand: the trap 
pings were retained, hut power wai lu icd  on dicer forte. 'I"here n 
no belter |xool that [.uimunba'i fate was sealed in advance. As 
prune minister. Ins headepurters and teat ol power should have been 
the capital ol the new state. Hut by a rare stroke of misforltinc. It so 
hap|>cned that the capital was separatist the manes in Leopoldville 
recognized only one leader, Kasavubu. Between a chief of state who 
inlet the Abjku at muster and a populace whose one goal is secession, 
a centralist prime minister can play only one role l lu l  of hostage 
Lumumba has loyal followers in all the provinces, hut in order lo 
communicate with them he must go either through the Belgian ad 
miiiivtiiition, which is still on the scilie ami still bunging i l l  its 
lorcc of inertia lo  l>car against him, or through the hlack function 
aucs of Lcoptildsillc, the majority ol whom ate against him A llc i 
|ulv i,  i960, ccnlidlism becomes the abstract dream of a prisoner 
of itonoi who has lost all hold over the coiinliy. The Congolese be 
come aware nl this in the last two weeks ol September, when Lu
mumba, who has now been thinwn out of office, rides through Hie 
streets of Ixopoldville in a cat with loudspcakcis mounted on the 
roof: his appeals sway no one. The people in the streets arc indifler 
cut or Isostile, tlscrr faces impassive: the people ol t^opoklsille don't 
care in the slightest about centralism. On the other IiuikI. ii lakes 
only one word whispered by Kasavubu lo set anti Lumumba riuten 
loose in the city by the thousands: little  by little the members of 
Parliament become worried and desert the assembly hall; the lcgitlo- 
tivc powei bows before illegality without a imiunur. Tor the deputies 
as (01 the prime minister, the secessionist capital is a prison. Things 
base reached such a past that later, at the end of Ins rope and finally 
realising that the game has Isccn lost in leopok ltilk , Luiniimha 
lien the city mid himself Irccomcs a separatist, desperately Hying to
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leadi Slanlc\villc. l»i» fief What I mean to say is that lists was a 
provisory secession, a negation of negation; l.smmmki wav c minting 
nil regrouping h it forcei and tiling Stanleyville us his lseadi| milters 
tin  the iK0ii(|tKsl of Ihc Congo, whether lay peaceful or violent 
nicJiis. jiu I its reunification Hut even il  hr hail managed to icioin 
the largest group of his followcn, is it likely that lie would have been 
able to iccaptmc Ihc Ralongn capital u-ilhoul s tilling  a blow? W ith  
what forces? It sccim moil probable that Lumumba would have re 
nuiiicd in Stanleyville without either winning 01 losing and that 
Kcuvuhn would have icJ|Kd Ihc credit of having lalsckd tlm  rclilin 
of (c iilr jlm n  to its geographical roots a "provuirial icccssioii"  Oh 
Jer lively, as a mallet of fact, the undcilaling would haw divided the 
Congolese even f iiith u  .mil broken up the country even moic. since 
LuniiiiuKi lacked sufficient means to carry it  through to the very 

I end K must be admitted, however, that at this point Lumumba had 
only two alternatives: be could either accept fcdciatinn and the 
autonomy of Ihc l/ iw c i Congo, or Ike to Stanleyville to prepare to 
win the country luck. In either ease federalism wossld win Use day. 
The truth is l lu l  federalism had wort tin  ls jl l lr  before it even began. 
In jsolitics what is riccciw y  is not jlwayt what is possible. Unity, the 
(smsctlnl idea 1>c)iiiscl the Congolese Nalmnal Movrnsciil, a modem 
paify and one coiKciscd in the image and likeness of Hut upon 
movements, war n ic r it i iy  to tho Congo: without it, independence 

I was a dead Icllci Hut at tins usoment hi its hist il l) ,  the Hmopcan 
formula did not really seem to the Congolese to fit (licit needs. 

L, simpler ami mute solid lies tum id them to llteir native soil. In their 
CfllMiC group ('tn tru liu tticn  rcpiricutcd only the dan cooiciniunCu 
uf Ihceerifrdfiard, that it  In say Ihc evohset.

There remarks lead us to Ihc second cltataclcmtic feature of 
I  Congolese indcjx iK lcncc it was an independence that had been 
I. Iivm or less freely grunted them. In fact, had lire Congolese had to 
I  tight (or it, it  would have been incoiKcivablc fur Minister Cinshnf, 

Miuplv because lie was the Helgian miriivtcr, la have chosen the 
< asugolcsc Isest qualified to form a government. Lumumba was aware
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of this j i k !  suffered liecauic of il several lim a  hclcic June 30, lie 
insisted that the Belgian minister leave. At a pros tonferciKC. lie 
staled. "N ow lu ic  in the work! have we ever iceii the fonner |eo|n- 
null |Kjwcr dg jtiivc  ami oversee the eketiom marking the indeptnd- 
cnee nf ■ country. 'I here ii  no puru lent for l l i it  m Africa W Ik ii 
Belgium foicibly won its independence in 1830, il was (he Belgians 
Ihcmvckcs whu fin l vet up a peoviiional government

I'nu iNy won tin- ilalicv arc mine. Ixcauvc lliiv i i  the whole poml: 
illiv  iv vvlut explains the paternalistic lone of the speech King Han 
doom nude on |u iu  30: we re nuking you a prevent nf a like  little 
toy; ilon’ I local it. Il aliocuplams llie.ipathy of Knvavuliti. who had 
learned w h it the king's speech was going to be like and limited him 
self lo culling .111 ovcilv servile pciuralion uul of Im  own speech 
Indignant at this, l.iiuuunha vuddenlv giabbcd the microphone We 
aic all familial with the adimtablc "vtatement of (lie naionv fm mu 
Inltcincvt" that lie proceeded to deliver m reply to Ihc smug vouug 
ling  Hut this i i  not the hcail of the matter, which I (or my part 
find in Ihc lines that immediately precede it;

T hough II"* tndepeudeme of the Congo ii  today being pin 
claimed through mutual agiecnicfit with Belgium, a friendly cnunlrv 
wilh which we aic dealing at one cipial dealt with another, no Cun 
gokvc worthy of the name can <vci (niget that we (might lo win il, 
a fight waged each and every day. a pavuoiule ami idealistic fight, a 
fight in which tlicic wav not one effnit, not one suffering. nol line 
privation, not one drop of btood that we ever vpaicd omiclvci."

The vtciiogiapluc record hcais the iiotatiou ''applause*' at llnv 
l>cml. which is sufficient proof that the speaker had stiuek u sciivilivc 
ncivo. No nutter w lut then party, the Congoksc who attended Ihc 
ceremony <Ik1 not want lo Ik  handed a gift; freedom cannot be given; 
it  lim it be forcibly tjkcu To tutu these Icniis jio iu id , i l  can be seen 
that .111 indc|>cndcntc that n conceded is merely slavery in aiiulhci 
guise. 'Ihc  Congolese lud suffeted fm almost a century; llscy lud 
often been beaten, and sliikcs and iipusmgs lud  become mote and 
more frequent despite eiucl icpicsvion. |m t a slioit lime before. the
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disturbances of J im m y 1959 had been, it nnl llic  cjuh', al ka il the 
occasion of the Hclgiau guveniinent's new colonial policy. The ir >1 
nn doubting either the courage of llic  proletariat and nl the peasant 
w jiiim j, or tlu* profound. the absolute, icfmal of each and every 
colonized Congolese to accept colonization, sometimes despite him 
self. 1 lie fact HIM Jim, lorn c m , that circumstances neither |>enniltcd 
mu favored j  iccumse to organized druggie In Viet 11 Jin. 111 Angola, 
in Algeria, the people were organized for aimed sliugglc. it ssai j  
IMrpiilji war. In Ghana, NKrum ali elaumd to l>c tiling political 
meant to carry on the light; as u nut lei ul fje t. the tinker Ire organ
ized were nonbluody ach of woleiKc. In am event the rtiogglc n 
organized in the heal of battle and trcreflt the unity of all dime 
who arc fighting becomes the immediate means that makes action 
possible before Wing the icunite end ol such action. T lio tc fighting 
unite in order to win 1 ikirm idi. hut also to cuajie the pctilt of 
death: reprisals by the colonial power put the teal 011 icctct pacts. 
Violence is lumighl lo beat at one and the tame time against the 
enemy and against the pailiiu la i interests playing the enemy's game, 
if  the group organized is mined, it blows off locks ami door hmgci. 
Ikpndalcs the enemy leaders, the "tubal chieftains," jnd  wipes out 
feudal puvilegn, everywhere replacing the official* put in pusitium 
of power liv the adniinislralioii with its own p n lit iu l cadres, a i the 
ifruggfe i* going on. Al the same lime a popular wai implies the 
unity of the aims and the people, and llu tcfurc the unification uf 
the people themselves tiihalism must disappear or the insurrection 
w ill lie diuwncd m a sea uf lilcud; the lii]Uidation of these sestiges 
is tamed out d iirn i| the sliitgglc, through pciiiMiion, tluosigh polit 
wai education, and if  necessary through tenor. 'I l in i  the struggle 
Itself, as H spreads from one end of the euuntry tu the other, is 
aimed al unifying It; and if tun 1nsu11ect10u.1l movements happen 
lu cucxiil at the beginning and do not mcigc forces, either they will 
both Isc massacred by llic  colonial ami) ur else One of them is sure 
lo annihilate the other. Once the battle is won, the leaders are at 
msec soldiers and politicians: dies have stuttered the old structures
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and everything m in i Ik  rrbuiU from the ground up, liul i l  does not 
iiia ltc i; they will create papular in frjiin tctu ics; llic ir inslilutiom 
w ill i k > (  be > copy i l l  l-.utopcuu ones; j i  rnese stopgaps their aim will 
be to w ard off the danger* threatening the young state bv icinforcing 
unity at the expense of traditional freedoms As lor the power of 
th e c u tu li i t ,  il i i  iirc in tih lc: it it  the army that lias been cicated by 
fighting the oppicvsort From Ih ii |iouit of new, it  can be laid that 
in Vietnam, in Algcna — wliatcvci the present difficulties nl theic 
countries —  unity and ce iiltjli/a lion  preceded independence and 
were it* guarantee. In the Congo, the opposite wav Ihc cave. I'lic 
economic incision, the evolution of w lu l had Ixcn the French 
Congo, and Ihc Algerian war changed people's mmdv and liniught 
disturbances. Hut llie tc nptivingi were never concerted eflnitv: they 
did nr* have the tame cautci or the un ie  leavonl (or ticing or the 
wine aiim. They were teen by tlio Hclgian government at rigni. ’ ITiiv 
government was kept in lo im td by a handful of dear lighted officials: 
we have not yet gotten to the pouil of Icfioiism, but that |ioiul will 
lie icachcd tonionow il the mother cnunlry doev nut tic.nl> define 
its polity, they repniled. These reportv came ut a time when im 
perialism had learned a few lissom from Ihc colonial wan that rx 
hauslcd Fiance and fmm the llr iluh  experiments in sham dcculo 
n I ration. lUlgimn did not want to linn the Congo into a black 
Algeria; it u  hived to rluow billions of lianci -and lens of i I k i u u i k J i  

nl lives down the drain. This country with its hundred thomaml 
whiles could scaiccly be considered a dentels populated colony if 
icpalnation became necessary, it wuuhl not distuih the economy of 
ihc luothci country. As for the big companies, they were willing to 
gisc the thing a lly ; av long at they wxic protected by a white gmcm< 
nscnl or In a black "(o llih o r jlo i,"  their interests would not suffer, 
it even seemed, when the development of the new African slates wav 
examined clovely, that nvdcpeisdciscc was Ihc mou profitable solo 
lion So the Congo was to be given its independence.

It is vaid today that the Hclgian government acted with criinin.il 
Machiavcllianivni. It seems to me, lather, that st war criminally
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stupid ‘I ]k  French lei nothing get away lions them without pulling 
up a il i f l  fight; they hang on t il l they get their hands cul off; hut 
thu i t  tn create cadres for the enemy im oluntaiily; war set* its own 
elite I lie Fnghsh had carefully planned thru slum dccnluturalion; 
they I lamed the eadrci a long time beforehand; they were lo lac 
"collaborators," hut cupirMc ones. lire  Belgians did nothing: there 
wj« no eolonial war. and no gradual In tu ition . To tell the troth, by 
1959 it was ton late to prepare for Congolese emincipalion the 
colonized wetc rlcmandmg unnicdiale independence. Hnt the gosern 
incn l'i cnoi went mneh faithci luck in trine: it lav in i | i  »tublx>m 
■ttcmpl In keep l l i i i  completed country ignorant and illiterate, in 
i l l  desire to perpetuate feudal practices, rivalries, "traditional strut- 
lures." the colonialist law of the la ix l. l or eighty yean Belgium de
voted much cfloil In congohzing the Congo. A ixl then after having 
divided it up into isolated atoms, it suddenly decided lo abandon il. 
ccitam that the absence of trained personnel and the fragmentation 
of power would put the Congo at its mercy. Lumumba thus found 
himself i t  one and the same tune delegated by the inatsct and put 
in puss-ci hv Caushuf in the name of the king of the Belgians. An 
uneomforljhle situation, especially i l  vse lemcmbci that I lo Chi 
Minh 01 Hen Ik lla . backed by an irresistible mus-cminl, look power 
dcxpite the molbei country, and that then Mivercignty — or lo  put it 
uoother wav. the sovereignty of the nation, which amounts to the 
lame tiling — was a icu ill of this fad. Instead of indepriideiHC 
bong, ei in Vietnam or Algeria, one stage in a pta tu  begun a long 
lime before, and instead ui pail ads seising as .1 trampoline lot 
fu lu rr iiiMlcrt.rkin&i, in the Congo it  was a moment of ahiolnte 
inertia, the aero point of Congolese history, the moment when the 
whites no longer mle h ill continue to aim the country, when the 
blacks are in power hut do not yet rule. At this contradictory mo
ment, l.uniim itu, however great his popularity may Ik, docs not 
owe his authority to any p u t deeds on h it part but rather tu ■ 
legality imported front Kutopc. one that — with the exception of 
the Ivoluls — the Congolese do not iceoguirc We admire hn
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courage, cc iljin ly; wc kuuvt that lie was arrested, hcatm, and thrown 
in piiuui tcvcul lim n  Rut that n not enough. T ii he sovereign in 
a new title , one hat to have been (hum; 1 lie lime of oppression the 
unquestioned leader of the liberal ion irm v. or the hate had a 
charismatic, religions (tower thal leather fai hark m time Unforlu 
nalcly, it  n Katavuhn who hat (hit m il of power in Leopoldville. 
We mint understand the rhualioit; on )nl> i.  »i)6o, Lumumba. the 
lemlri «f •  majority coalition ami Ih r head of government, i i  ulonc 
and pnwxrktt. betrayed by one and all and altcady doomed.

At I have stated Iselnic, when si people f i« s  iltc lf lit force, it t*  
pel* or ntJttacict the old cadrct wlm represent its n« eyes only the 
licsl known ol ils ti|>prcisoit. ‘they must Ik  hastily replaced; since 
everyone it  mrompelcnt, the choice it  bated more on a man's ret 
olutmnary /cal than on hi* capabilities. Iliis  ic tu llt in tcirihlc eon 
lutton and enm iiu l ciron; entire teclnii of the economy aic mot 
(ally endangered. Hut thus fat in lnttory, no vktniious rctolulion 
hat etce foundered fur lack of leaders. In the USSR, in China, in 
Vietnam, in Cuba, newcomer* took nter the top join, at the pine 
of terrible convulsion), running Hie country, making inspcrtiosi (ostia, 
handing down decisions by day and leading mill kaimng In night. 
'M int the icplacemcnt of reactionary rompetoKy by incompctriil 
ittolulkinancv is a normal jik ! (imilivc procedure in Ihc tosusc ol 
icvnlutHin. And if this tsihttilution is not effected at the outlet by the 
use of fnrcc. it becomes necessary sooner nr later hera use o f the n u t 
site emigration of socialist*

Hut Ibis leap into Ihc unknown mntl Ik  made in the heat o l tin 
moment: it m int become an inevitable stage in levnluliotiaiv pioxli 
If such a step it not taken at the height of Ihc icvolnlsonart tem
pest, who would ever dare systematically to tcplace knowledge by ig 
nounce at every level of Ihc social hierarchy? Lumumba war a rev 
o lu lio iurv without a revolution H it inflexible Jacobinism made him 
radically opposed to the hypocritical and superficial reform of the 
colonialist tystem that the Belgian government clumsily attempted, 
but his unyielding position was no mure than a refusal in principle
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»in<e— js is precisely the po in t— a popular war had nest* taken 
place. By sparing themselves sucl» u war, the Belgians had cheated 
the Congolcic nf the chance to fight il.  The leatlci of the Congolese 
National Movement thus found, in a m ilit ia  of speaking, that he 
had come out on Ihc othci side of an insurrection that had nevei 
taken place, lie roukl nut sire up potential leaders as lie could liasc 
■ n Ihc hear of tattle. An educated mail, turned hy whites, arcus 
luiuixl In admitting their siipcnor technical knowledge, he vs-as dis- 
ttubed, as ssc have seen, b\ the small numhci of tvohsri and the 
ignorance of the masses.

It was clearly necessary to Africani/c the country's cadres: he had 
always wanted to. anil at tins point was even more eager to biiug 
this a Ison t. since very often lie felt paralwcd by the administration's 
ill will. 'Use Congo could not be lolly independent us lung at the 
key posts remained in the hands of whiles. But since there sva« no 
diic cincigeiicy, his plans called foi gradual change. W e arc shuck 
by the fact tb.it he often refers Id secondary education in Ins spccchci 
but almost nevei to piimat) education. Ix t  us not interpret this as 
i class bias on his ju s t lie  Is limply acutely iswaic nl the problem 
I he Congo will I *  sending students to l<mn)Kr as soon as |K>siiblC; 
Ihcy will conic back home and each one w ill lake a Belgian's place; 
Ihc more of them these are, the faster the technical, administrative, 
ami illilitarv dependence of the country w ill conic to an end. A rea
sonable volution, obviously, bill a reformat one, such as would be 
dispassionately conceived hy a statesman who weighs the pun and 
cons ami takes only calculated hsks.

At the same lime, the masses weie taking revolutionary steps to 
complete the resolution that had not taken place. ‘Ihcy took it upon 
tlscmsclsd to Afsicam/c the cadres and drove out the KuiO|>cJtis 
with one sweep of the broom. They began with the I'orcc Fuhlit|uc 
The offucis and the adjutants came from Belgium; even alter ■ life 
time career oil the force. Ih r Congolese could go no higher than the 
rank of sergeant. Several months before independence, they an
nounced then demands that this privileged status of the whiles
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be done away with: .illcr Independence a deserving black should be 
able lu hfcnme a liculenanl nr a general. I.uimnnba did nnl lake 
ll>7 matter veriousty; iknihtlrrv lie considered it (lu ll! Ole point nl 
view nl national priori tier; officers could well Ik  trained little by 
little  lin t he war wiring. M ill war not a general demand having lu 
do with the rank uf tut me soldiers: it  war ih tte  lo ld iu i who wanted 
to beeuine sergeants, (firm  sergeants whu coveted the rank o f cap 
tain. In a word, this demand war j  concrete one and a prcsiing one. 
A politician wutild m oil likely have unified il the scry furl day and 
coopted the rcxohitionaiy 1lMivc11u.111 for hn own cndi by taking Oic 
Ciedil Ini an impulsive coup: wilding |aimcm packing. ' I l i i i  would 
have carnetl l.umumba the support of the annj, llie only weapon 
lli it  powerless executive had at In i disposal. SVhat war moil iutjw i 
I Jilt, the toldicis of the Force PubiiijiK were in a mood that was 
earning great concern When the Belgians wcic i t  the helm, that ic 
to lav up to June 30. lim e  troopi had enforced colonial law and m 
dels Ihcie Congolese fought only Congolese; they put down up 
riciugi, occupied villager, lived off Hie people. Objectively iiunn i 
pliccv of Hie culonialifI carle and very nuich under the influence of 
llie ii nlficcis. they gave every appearance nf lacing Invelcrate conn 
tcricsolutionarics Arid there i t  not the rlighlcvt dotilH that that i i  
what they weic in their very heart ol heath, except for one fad : 
like the cornmoncii 111 the French aimy before i^bg, I hey helled 
and fumed at liciug kept m I lie lowcil u n k i. T li i i  drm.ind on I licit 
pail minuted up lire Congo'* aspirations for lot.il sovereignty with 
out their ic ih /ing  it, tuuc il coukl be fulfilled utily lay a vovereign 
decision At the same I iliac, there wcic symptoms of 1 class conflict 
luikmg be Ii 1 ikI I lie racial conflict: there were prior men who were 
tiled of the luxury of the rich and wanted to vlep into their shoes 
Hy taking the initiative, the government would have nude the forcer 
of law and ordci the accomplice! of the revolution; inch a step 
would have made them solid rupporlctc. I.uniumha hesitated: the 
pressme liciug exerted hy the hlack army threatened to force him 
into ladicalinn loo roon; derpite hinnclf, lie may have had •  clan
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reflex. Who, lie wondered, n capable of commanding llic  Cnngokic 
army fod.ry? lie  made the m iitakc of asking Janssens bn j ball 
measure. all blacls should he promoted lo the neat higher rank a 
private second clan ihould be made a pnvatc ( in i clan; and ser
geants. sergeantmajors Janssens was CialtV enough tn play Ins mlc 
ai provocateur In the very b ill I In answer to llic soldicis was. "You 
will gel nothing N'ot loday and nn| ever." We know what hap 
lulled neat the mutiny of the soldiers, the rout of tbeir ufficen. 
lanticns' haily flight lo Rrax/atilk, pale giccn wilh (car. T li i i  in 
liiircctiun might have been a positive laclor, Imt in llic end il had 
only negative icsulls ‘I lie soldiers ichcllcd bnlli agJinil Jannciis and 
agaiiul l.mmimlu, wlm had wailed till the soldiers noted to railner 
jansseui That i i  lo say, they ichcllcd Jl once against colonial pater 
is jIitin  and against llic  yosmg Congolese democracy. Confused, ac
customed In iiii|tosing law and older by (orcc, yet up h i arms againil 
the military privileges ul the Nclgians, most of iliem lum rd lo a 
soit of Bouj|urtm n, in n rdti both tn make it clear llia l I bey were a 
new (is le  and to demonstrate (licit scorn fm Ibe tcgimc that b id 
betrayed litem

I lie Aflicam/Jlion of the administrative rallies Ixgau with a de 
baric lo i llic  Kuropijus. Miner fuiictKinanrs look In their heels, 
and piivair cuui|>aiiics cloved their dnnn. Lumumba did what lie 
could to get them lo stay on. Rul at this same moment Relgun 
Iroopi wcic living flown into the Cungu l.uimimha was fuiccd to 
bleak w-ilh llclgium, and at this the while populace panicked com 
plctely. ’ Ilie  musics, however, wanted tn drive the llclgians oul and 
criticized llic  functinnancv for leaving Lumumba was powerless; lie 
wjs tcpioacbcd lor not having led the movement. *1 lie workers de 
manded a saivc in wages. This was a seasonable demand, Imt Lu 
mumba the |acohm llwught that it  had been made at an nioppor 
tune inomcul. 'Micic was a sudden flurry of sltikcs Not againil the 
Iklgiam blit againil him. l ie  pul Ihem down: llic Congolese ccon 
omy had to be salvaged, the level of production maintained Whal 
Is most inipuitanl, lie tailed to rrcogmxc the confused and spoiadic
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radically and catastrophically, as events i l i i jx d  In' hit political po! 
icy. M i icvululiun, hit fullowcM llicsc ffcciplc. lie iliu iight to him- 
self, luveu'l lifted u finger until now; now i l l j t  we'vt won, they're 
demanding lim its uf m that they would never have pressed the Hel 
gum  lor. what dn tliex have in common with m? I h it uonvinlciit 
man look a stand against violence; this cvultle divorced hnmclf 
hum the mm-ivoliiCi and from nil isolu iv who had anything in 
mind besides the common it ltc io l l ie  pul down then spontaneous 
movements. therein losing hiv last chance to harness h it tutlering 
power to llin  fictec re volution. We must realize, moreover, that ilm  
Ounce wav an nut vide one at bevl completely unorganized, without 
a KVoliilioiiJty |nogum, llm  hm lillv  viiddcn radUalizalion ol Hide 
|uudenee wav leading nowhere ll ic  dc mull vt r.ll lulls went nil, and 
from llm point on thee were directed against the gmcinmcnl In or
der to identify hiimclf with the u i iv c  of national unity. I.mmimha 
lud  Jttempted to iu l himself off fioin l i i i  claw, lie  wav furred to gu 
had  to it. 'I he deputies had jmt voted themselves a parliamentary 
salary amounting to $oo,ooo (ranci. jm t .n l.mmmih.i was attempt 
iiig to put a vlop to the w orlds ' deinaudv for higher wages; the 
mavvet ol foriiKr peasants diieoveicd that they were victiniv Imth of 
tin  appetites of the cvnlucc and ul governmental rcpicvvion. Ilcfore 
independence the "chic" rained much more than unskilled workers 
hut icumucd exploited and opprevved, mice a black functionary ic- 
ceivctl half ai much pay av a white for the same work; in spite of all 
their dvHcrcntev, I hit inequality helped b rin f the petty bourgeoisie 
ami the people clover together; the blacks' piktc m their Iv o lllt l wav 
a way of feeing ogainit ( l i t  Hclpoiii Hut slninst from Ihc moment 
that these evulucs c a me to power, they had turned nut to lie a clou 
because of the valaner and rcmuneralioiiv they demanded. The 
mattes thought that the evolurx showed every sign of being th rii 
new master!, ami mddcnly saw the executive ax a force foe rtpret 
non, just ax fur good reason they had formerly taken the colonial ad 
ministiatmu fur such a power. This was not at all Ihc cate, however;
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Ihc black petty bourgeoisie couk) establish in  authority only by 
abandoning the Congo to imperialism, which would hand civcc the 
running of ihcconnlty to it in ictlirn. Miwcnvci l.inmnnltJ, fai from 
rcpicstiilmg the class mtcirsls of the t-volufe, wax finding th.il h it 
power was diminishing fioin our d ie  to the next became he opposed 
them — not. it is Ituc, in the name ol the inleicsls of the inuist-s, 
bul m her in the name of |uoohm u im rna lim i Nonetheless. the 
in iiid i of the n ia tio  woe toon (XHsoixrd and the pinnc iniin itci 
wjs refolded m jo appicnticc dkla to i appointed by- the many who 
were privileged, at the sciy moment when in actual fad lie was 
losing their uinfidencc. I'nim |nlv on, Kavavulm, the Abalco, ,i ik I 
the Belgian ptnvoc-.ilcuis dcvcily exploited this confuiion by making 
Lumumba out to tie a lyuttl.

Nothing w j i  more alien to h it character: moreover, at the vers 
moment llu it he was being accused of abusing h it power, lie was in 
aclnal fact no longer able even to command olscdicuce. But what 
h it cncimct were uw.iic ol from the very fust was that in a ditided 
country national unity it  a praxis ol continuing unification, acts of 
opposition cavily liecoim- acts of licaton, ai Mcileau l ’ontv pointed 
out, when they CJUK* even gieatci diicmd and factionalism: (Ik 
centra) government iiiu il d it jim  the op|Kiii|inu, by foire i l  need 
Ik. I‘ ii)in l l i l i  |>oiiit ol view, atukc« 01 upmmgs in the cities, how 
ever jiiih ficd the d iu ia iid i tli.il ate pul Iniw.ud, urc at much tu Ik  
feared at ethnic conflicts; Ihc latter hold in llu te  hack and divide the 
MJlion, while the former kiwci the level of production. l*'oi mans 
reasons, it was imperative foi the free Congo, during the fust few 
years of its infancy, not to fall too far M o w  the level of the Belgian 
Congo, from which it sprang: m a eniuer/iiencc, centralism nccc« 
saiily implies a policy of social austerity. The Incorruptible, however 
— whether his name br Kobespierre m Lumumba — must at the 
same time cairy on a iimuing battle with the wiling class — /lit  osvo 
class — hi older to keep it a m iivcrul clan, m order lo  present it, 
that Is lo say, from being at loggerheads with the lest of the countiy 
became of its dcmaiKh, its wav of life, 01 its sudden piospcrily. This
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means ilmt ptcstuic m in i be pul on each social giuup l«  sacrifice i l l  
Inkrctlv to life common interest in llic name of unity. T b it u  all 
well ind good, provided that such a common interest actually exists. 
After the fml liim nltnm ii months following hit takeover, C a ilio  
foiced the Cuban labor uiiioni to pul a Hop to strikes by workers 
j i k I  In resolve social conflicts through arbitration- Hul il vn hap 
penal lit il be bad jm i beaten I lie .Him Ibal wjs fighting for Ibotc 
enjoying kiKial power, roulcd the feudal loids from Ibeir licit, und 
pastexl an agrarian reform law giving their piupcrty (o the clavvcs 
who had nolhing. By demanding tao ifKci of everyone, he mvrttd 
the vvorkcrv In Ihc c-ily j ik I  the eountiyvdc lo  give piool of liven icjI 
unity, then common interest, winch lay in Ihc free exploitation of 
Die island lav all fnt the benefit of all. In other wxirds, centralism can 
make national unity and the interest of .ill synonymous only if  the 
revolution that it sterm from is socialist. In the Congo at Ih ii fioiiit, 
there n  ax yet no cIjix struggle, propuly speaking, between the 
e'voltKS wlm take power and the nnxkilkd lalxircix or farm work
ers, Inti already the <xmgolcsc pseudo-unity masks a divcrgeiKC of 
intcresti. W ithout being aware of it. centralism rails for tb it  *l> 
(tract minimum of national unity in order that a new society may 
have Ihc lime il needs in create new structures and new social 
strata. Hut neither the exploited nor those wlm will be the exploiters 
have any intention of sacrificing their concrete demands fm this (n- 
tuie (bat is as yet unpredictable: even Ibis early, the fact that I lic it 
is an opposing gionp prevent! each of them (tom giving in. ’ Ihc |xo 
let .mat kmiwj that the ministers have voted llicimclvct large sal 
•lies. As lor them anil all tb r other < volute, they ate not about to 
make any concessions to anyone. They have an ethic based on 
merit, not furthering their own interests first would amount basieally 
to sacrificing themselves to the mass ol illiterates, that it  to say, to 
nonmilitants.

lira s , since il  lias Iseliind it no mass movement, no aimed sling 
gle, and no socialist program, centralism at a unifying policy seems 
aibstrary to cvciyonc; the unity that it it seeking to establish it  ic*
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gjrdc<l by one and .ill ai an empty concept; each group counted it 
with i t i  own concrete idea uf unity, which at this point i t  a divisive 
(actor, l.nmuinba finds that everybody it against him: the provincial 
and federalist parties, the capital, the piolctonat. the petty bourgcvsi 
tie wlsiih lie icprrtcntt and whkh ought to he giving lum its tup' 
poit. Woisc than that: people in nual d ittnc li oic willing to go 
along with independence only if  they can keep their "traditional 
structure!." I l l  cm- who realize that the tubal chieftains have been 
the "native" representatives of the flclgian administration arc few- 
and far between, these petty rtilcis lose everything when the colo 
uiali pull out. The llclgunv bought I liens off anil let them rule: tins 
sv.u centralizing power by dividing It. Use polity of Ihc Congoleic 
government w ill be to wipe out these division!: it w ill be necessary 
to create a blink adsuiuislration, train fuiutionasics in Ixopoldvillc, 
and tend ihcin all over the cousitsy as the sole i|isj|ificd representa 
lives ul |K)wer. Thvie HIcm i l l  ret, which every unitary uatiossalisus 
nusit lake, sound the death knell for feudal enclaves: the ecnlrat 
power w ill cover Ihc country with a nclwutk of responsible icprcicn 
talivcs who w ill arrive at ftn-ii dceisioni on the basis of ordcu from 
the capital mid w ill substitute their authority for that of the local 
feudal lords. The local tribal clueflauis arc upset: Kuropcan agents 
snake it a point to tell them Imw the wind is blowing Many feudal 
overlords — even some <d thoie who luvc allied themselves with 
the Congolese National Mosciiient us order to demand indcpcnd 
cncc—  turn out one fine day to be passionate enemies of launumbi. 
'H ick flocks follow their kail. In katjuga, l.siniuinlu t mortal en
emy. Muisougo, the nun who pcrlia|n murskred him with Im own 
liaudi. i i  the son of a tubal king. Kaluugesc secession, which brings 
on the fou l disaster, is the result of j i i  agreement between the local 
feudal powcis, the colonists who (save settled in I lie province, and 
the Union Minkre.

What can he done m the face of 10 many enemies? .Strictly speak
ing, nothing whatsoever If ccntulism has a solid luvc. If it has lire 
uippoit of the aimed foiccs. sooner or later, depending on how toil
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ic.il Ihc litualKin is, il w ill reach tlic point of cumhatittg federalism 
w illi ic iru i: l lu l  i i  w lu l Robespierre did in 1753. Ik il nol for long 
tic (on fell limn power, alter having pnl down popular uprivmgi, 
when (lie populace luinblctl lo (lie fact (hat he no longer icpie- 
icnlc<1 anyone. Hul lamuimba! |.cvi lhan .1 week altci mdepcnd 
cure war proclaimed. Ihc July mutiny deprived him o f (In iiipp in l 
of (he Pniee Pnhliquc. Il wav soon appaicut in laxipoklvillc that 
only ihc polite — and (he Parliament — would defend him agjmvl 
clcnmmtrolnim by ihc Abalto. Ami when he w ill (lie .umy (n ie 
store order In Ihc vc|Miatitf provides, i l  left on its minion, it  iv 
hue. hut il never arrived, prclcirmg In dawdle cii runic, thal ii lu 
my. In pillage ami massacre |>c.ivnih. Vet this man, cnl of! from 
everyone, who now hav nnlv llie luppingt ol |>owef, w ill he nccuvcd 
nl exceeding a bk>ody dictatorship.* There wav some slight jutlificu 
thin (nr lliiv accusation. as a mailer of fad. comldcting the fn itts 
lined up against each d im  ami Ihc unusual nahirc ul ihc titnalion. 
Ihc Jcadti of a p.ul\ seeking unity, were II w ilhin hiv powerr, wonlel 
lie forced cillicr to renounce h ii goals or lo re veil (<• terror. ‘I he link 
o f unifying Ihc Congo rcquiicxl a dieialoivhlp; a dictatorship of the 
IMolclaiial. vvhieli wai poorly iiifonncd and lud lv lu in td  by ilv icp 
icvcnlotivts. wav nol even conceivable. ami Ihcrefmc il wav necei 
vaiy foi a petty bouigeoii lo fly in the face of everyone and take
over.

'I lie )nl\ 11mlmy wav followed hy the Kalangcvc iceeition, which 
gave rite In a inoiu or lew pnwciful scpaiatist cntrciil all over Ihc 
country. I.umumha ihc "tyrant' wav athnirahlc: lie would take oil 
in a plane with Kavavubn, w iw  remained n k n l av .' tumb and lol- 
luw-cd him everywhere; when news of a disturbance, umcvl, in liov 
lilitv  reached him lie would laud al the trouble S|xjI. ami almovl 
Ihc moment lie climbed nut of (he airoafl lie would IkjIcI u meet 
ing viiiiiewhcic or olber. The wanulli of h ii voice, hiv sincerity, hlv 
optimism — a sign of naivete 01 mysticism, as one prefcii - -  dimmed

* Kauvubu lnt» tint Ik  sms l)vr| »lun In held l.unmmbj tnpuinible fai 
the depridilKsiM el Ihc t-'ocir Pub'».|ik.
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every group S|X)kc to autl often swayed I Item When lie hail over
come llieir prejudice*, calmed their misgivings, answered t l it ir  ob
jections. .md explained. above nil explained, h it plan* and hh rea
sons in detail, he would come out on top fni one evening, loi one 
evening, m a pmvincial city, Ihi* dictatorship of the spoken word, 
the only one he ever exercised. would bring about a Jaeohm unily of 
a few hundred people — the only oner who were politically aware 
Amid llieir acclaim, Patrice would return to tl»c plane, lake off. and 
think: the match is won; and Kasai libn. lilting  Ircsidc him. would 
think the match is lost, the ipnkcu word is not that powciful. A* a 
matter of fad, it it, provided that it it  repeated a thousand limes, 
firtt by the leaden, then l»v the activists. and then lay the militants 
who remain behind. I.iim innlu was alone, absolutely alone. Uadi 
time tire plane flew off. silence would descend onte more on the lit 
t k  town l lu l  ho had jutt left: everyone would go hack in Int immedi
ate concerns, to Im prejudices, to li l t  lu lx il or snciopmfniionjl 
group: nothing sva% led behind. not even a seed planted m rouie 
person's heart. The "lycatil" in the meantime was flying; when lie 
landed, obscure while* insulted him and lie found It nccctsaiy to 
accept the humiliating -  ami doubtless not very effective — protec
tion of the Belgian viklicis, of the colonialist hoops whose actions 
lie had sknounccd hi Parliament and whose expulsion fiooi Afiica 
ho had requested of the United Nation*. He even trie* to lurid in 
Katanga; the Belgian officei* contiolhng the -infield vend word that 
they w ill arrest him (lie nunntc lie lands. I.u h iiiiu Im  allcmpls lo 
land anyway; Ihc Belgians shut nil the landing lights .md silence 
radio communication. Il is pitch-Lltck ami he is thus prevented 
from making a smcidal gesture. lie  finally- gives up: the plane gaisss 
altitude and makes a Him. The free Congo hunt, a piironer on 
high, reaming this way and that, like a ferret: fur the only symbol 
now of j  ccnhali/ed Congo, independent and united, it l.uinumlu 
The chips arc down: the appeal lo Ihc United Nations, the sending 
m of the UN Blue Hchue-ls, Kasasolio's coup d'clul, the pioiiuncia 
memo by Mubutu. Ihc cop who takes unlcn fiom the Dclgiant.
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wliu id l'd  over the Force Tubliquc — Dial i i  In say, armed baud* 
that have not hem p.iid ami now sloop lo holding up peusants for 
miiKim. Die despicable partiality of lljiumaiskjbtd, the iiitiigucs of 
Vmilou. who ii  a puppet in the hands nf lire French government: 
all of these familiai episode* aic merely the station* of a *w e m e u  

l lu t  is inevitable The Metgiam, the French, tin  Kngluh, the big 
cumpamcs, anti M i I I .  had I nnmmbj nundcred by Ihcii bench 
men, Kdsavubu. Mobutu. Tsbombe, Munungo — mid ibe United 
State*, that puntjn  nation, ascitcd its eves in order nut to see Ibe 
blood. W hy such rclcnllevutctt? Did tl ically take this murder, 
w Iik Ii a lluded worldwide attention, to gain neocolonialism .1 foot 
hold 111 the Congo? This tall, thin, ucrsovii black, a nicies* worker, 
.1 magnifierni orator, had lost hi* power: the fragmentation of the 
Congo, 1 real fuel, the undeniable icsull of eighty yean of "paler- 
nalisl" colonialism and six m ouths of Machiavellianism, was a iiiili 
cal denial of the Jacobin dream of the |ximc minuter: lie had Inst 
bis power, except perhaps in Stanleyville, w lic it  he had not so much 
partisans as a clientele. Il.n l lie gone Dhic. what nunc could lie have 
done Ilian Ci/enga, who was bcluycd a short tune later, alter a lew- 
lightning victories, by bis chief of stall, l.iiinum b j'i uncle, who 
opted for tile newly lestouxl unity nf the only effective power, the 
black army, ialhc< than the dreams of unity of politicians? Imperial
ism cares nothing (or human lists: hut since it was certain lo pre
vail, could it not have spared itself scandal? As j  matter rif fact, it 
could uni; Ibis is the secret behind these sordid plots: Luniumki 
vvji the man needed (or the liutisfcr of jwwcr, and h e  would have 
to be put out of the way immediately thereafter.

The reason for this was that as long as lie was alive he icpcc- 
icutcd the stubborn icjCction of the n cocola 11 i a h it solution This 
solution consuls basically of buying the new nuslcn, the bouigcoii 
o f the new cnunlrici, as clastic colonialism hough I tubal chiefs, 
emirs, and witch doctuis Imperialism needs a lulmg class sufficiently 
aware of its precarious situation to  ally its clan interests with the in 
leiestl of big Western companies From th ii point of view, the ni-
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tionat army, (lie symbol ol sovereignly n i Ike eyes of the naive, lie 
tomes I he insl iniiienl of j  twofold exploitation: dial of the working 
classes by flic  "elite." and tbiuugli the intcuncdioiy o f tins elilc. that 
of blacks by W islcrn capitalism. Investments and loans arc made 
the government oi the independent nation becomes completely dc 
pendent on |{mo|Kam and Americans. This hap|>ciKd in Cuba in 
1900 at that country emerged fioni a colonial wai that it  had won. 
The model is still a serviceable one: it  is med every day. The aim is 
to make the Black Continent suffer the same fate at Latin Ameiica: 
a weak central spivcrimicnt. tin alliance between the Iwuigcoir (or 
feudal ovcrloidt who retain Ihcir power) and the anny, and a super 
government of liu tls Aecotnpliccs arc needed to pull this scheme 
off - in I he Congo this man will lx: KosjvmIiu; his ambitions .uid lus 
separatism *— even tlmngh in the end he accepts a very loose federa
tio n — perpetuate the old discords fostered by tin: Belgian adniinis 
tration. and this lime people do not suspect the whiles of having 
had -i hand in the matter, lien and Adoula «ic rpiilc capable of 
barking linn up: Ihcir elms conscience is a nu lc li fot then appetites; 
protected by the Force I’ ubliipic. they can he eouutcd on (0 deal 
lire oiNistilulion a death blow and hasten the development of the 
new bourgeoisie. ’I he dvolndt up uulil this point have been no mote 
than salaried employees, recruited and tiaiued by imperialism and 
convinced by Ihcir masters tlml tlic ii interests coincide with those 
of capital: they must now make changes m the Congolese economy, 
turn ccilam employees on a salary into petty capitalists, pcipcluatc 
I he rural fiefdoms. and give the (nicer of concentration free seiss 
even In the countryside Such was the program; such was the Congo 
in 1963; a subject of hisloty from i960 to 1961. it is nothing today 
hut the most passive of objects. ‘I he fate ol Katanga was settled Ire 
I ween the Belgians, the KngUih, the French, the America ill, the 
Rhodesians, and the whiles of Soulh Africa. The pitched battles, 
the peasant revolts, the war, the abrupt and contradictors decisions 
nf the United Nations are the results and the symbols of the various 
deals that look place between Ihc trusts and a number of govern



moils. If ever) tiling tix ltv  appeal j lo be scltkd, i l  Katanga is alxwt 
lo become part nf llic  Congo once agjin. il Is because flic  United 
Slates — against the wishes of llhciksia tm l the Union of Smith 
Africa, against the designs of tlic  Lngtisli and t lx  French — l«aa 
made a ileal with the Rclgioni to exploit the riches o f the Congo 
together, through the inlcrmcdiaiv of mixed compankv 

h i otdet lo earn* off successfully such dclkatc compromises. il 
was neccnaiy to oust the Congo frmn the debates — and that meant 
dnmg away with Lnrmunbj. Alone and lx lia tcd . he remained the 
ahxliact syntlxd of national nmty; he sear the Congo at the historic 
moment of the transfer of power. Before him. there wav only one 
colony, a jigsaw purvk of fragmented empires; after him, all that is 
left is a cnnntcy rent tn pieces that w ill take more than a decade to 
allam national unity. As (M in x  minister, l.un iinn lu  lost all his 
sources of support one after the other, and despite himself Ixcamc. 
through the force of ciuiiimtaucct. the agml of a new separatism 
that went hv the name of ccnhali/alioii A captive hut still .llis'c, lie 
threatened from one day to the next lo become a pcinciplc, a focal 
point, fur the Congolese to tally round; lie leinainrd tin living w it
ness nf a certain policy that he liixl Ikc ii prevented fiom earning 
out hut that, at the first hint ol failure on the part o| the new- gov
ernment. might appear lo he a viable substitute |K)liry — *  policy 
that had not proved its merits Isccame il had not had enough lime 
to do so. and might turn out to he the only n ix  possible, once put 
into effect. Yeitciday's nukontculs had united against linn; tumor- 
row's— the same individuals, iso doubt - would regroup aioinxl 
him. A jxiionci o ikc xloli/cd by the niasics continues tn lx  a naked 
possibility nf prdxit, Ins very existence linns regrets into hopes; lx- 
cause lie remains f jith lu l to his principles, they me much more than 
a vision m his mind lo Ins new opponents; llics aic alive, they arc 
teal and present, humamml by the mail who is known tn he cling
ing tn them in lus prison cell; they Ixcome a fascinating object of 
thought to lx  pondered by one and all. This Ixcomcs notxcahly 
tilie  us Thyivillc, when the soldiers goauling Lumumba rebel if
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they arc nol paid, tlicy say, they will life  hint Panicking at Dm 
linear. Die leaders in I copoklvilk approach Die KatJiigcse. A bar- 
gain i i  struck: Trhomt Mill pay the lokliciv. and in ictum I .si- 
inn mil a w ill lie delivered into lilt hands In rhorl, even in Ilia piiiun 
cell, Die pniur minister who has fallen ftuni potter is a wittiest In 
the need for centralism. to much so lhat hit fall it immediately fol 
lowed In a Hidden oullmak of noli and local won.

T im e i i  more to it than (hit: beginning in Octolicr, there it a ic 
cutrence of revolutionary disturbances. Thu time it i i  the bare, the 
pcjvauli and Die workers. who mobilize jg jins t the continuance of 
a colonialiil economic system These scull tied movements have no 
common .lim: it would be possible, boss ever, to uveiccmc the old 
division! arid unite there giou|>< if the demands uf each of them 
could be incorporated in a common program The fear that this 
w ill happen it  not cnmpvlcly ius.me. Ci/engu. the new centralist 
leader, will later lake radical steps m Slimkssillc the timts w ill lie 
A fiic iiii/cd ; Ihc bclgians will be- confined to their residences and 
made subject to a special tax; aflci six moullis the slistc w ill seise 
abandoned properly. 'I'lscic decrees arc the first signs thai the gap 
between the demands of the masses, which arc Concrete but have 
litlk* hope of fulfillment, and the abslract Jacobinism of the Con 
goksc National Movement it Ivcgirming to narrow. And Ci/enga 
does not have lajtnnnilia's popularity. Nor his intelligence. What 
fcaifnl cousccpiencn nughl rim e have been if the fornicr prime 
minister lu tl rralixcd Dial he uiiisl go bark to the masses to aupiiic 
new slrcnglh. Ineak with Ihc eve Infs, give his unitary policy n so 
clal content— Dial he must, in a vs old. arouse the people against 
Ihc ncocapstjlist mystification? To Icll the liu lh . Dm is the whole 
ptohkm Jacobinism is petty bourgeois; ii makes the ccouamy mb 
ordinate to political integration and kerps coming up ugamit the 
demands of Die masses, which il accuses of sabotaging Die unity of 
the country. T liir  conflict ordinanly allow) Die enemies oi Ihc move
ment for unity and the social mnvcmcul to pul down successfully 
fin l the one and then the olhcr. Ilu l if the Jacobins manage to sur-
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vivc Ini miiuc lime — ami this i i  tartly llie  ease— llicy learn (tom 
l l i r  ililTkiillicv (hey encounter and start over again unity then it no 
longer the beginning but an iutcimc«lijli- stage, the only way Id (me 
tlie mtctwls of tin1 masses and thcic demands; it n also the final aim 
of jn  economic, social, and |iolilical revolution that mint either con 
vlanlly become moie and moic radical o* fall apart. I have met 
young people from the cities, former students from the middle 
classes, who had posts in Cavliu'a government: they were Jacobin* 
against R.iti«tj. tint once they joined the icbclv they did not find it 
at all difficult to ah.indon teinpuiarily iIk ii |Xilitical ideal and then 
take it up again later ru mid through the movement to luiild social 
inn Kobctpicric and l.uuuiin lu died loo vmn to bring about the 
synthesis that would have made them invincible. What i i  mote, m 
the Kuiice of 1789 a» in the Congo of 19A1, the majoiity ol the 
u ijiiev vvctc d ill prav.mli: in l; ianrc the prnlelanat bad nut yet 
been Unit 01 tr.illy  developed; lit the Congo Belgian pJteoiahvm 
had paialv/ed it. In neither of these two c a w  <IhI thine who were 
tru li exploited have representatives or an apparatui capable of put
ting pievtiue on the jioliticians to unite the people through a com
mon struggle againit exploitation. Nnncthclcvi, there aie llitce mil- 
linn black piolelaiunt in the Congo; if I’atucc had lived, who knows 
whether lie might not haw been led to vet them ngJinit luv own 
ilaw, once it had doi|>]>ouiled him? I l i t  pove ai j leader who had 
never denounced the in line  bonrgcoiv idea of a “ universal clan" 
could, under certain citaisMlancct. hung him closer 10 people: he 
could appiajch local leaden of revolutionary movements witlmut 
feeling either a guilt complex or u lupciim ity complex 'I his ab 
sitae I equality might hive led Inin to tee the light; in the cud be 
might have understood w h it has been called "llie  socialist vocation 
of Africa," which in plainer teems might be reduced to this d i
lemma: neocolonialism or socialisation, lie  might Amt :  I use this 
turn uf phrase not to suggest that this is mciely <1 hypothesis, but to 
define the fear he aioused in his enemies even when lie was in 
chains lii i)K r ijliiin  secs the situation clearly if it shows its hand
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lo llic cxcolunizcd, if  they rail guess that it  intends la conceal the 
pc i|K lu ll ion of an exploitative economic ly itcm  Ix liim l j  political 
faicc. il knows perfectly well tli.il Ihc masses will mule Against the 
|K)|iliciaill, III accomplicci. The situation w ji  extremity lonluscd In 
llic  Congo, h ill the CongoIcvr would catch on ven quickly if  ionic- 
o ik  explained to them that they were aiding the enemy. Lumumba 
toon learned thal Belgium did not keep her wurd, th.il the Union 
M iukrc  incited and lupportcd secessions Ilia) were conlraiy to Ihc 
wishes of the govcmincnl of llic  ex-mother country, lh.il Ihc United 
Nation* tioupi vent lo  Ihc Congo to inam tjiii order had protected 
Kaiavubu iho scporalivt tnd Icfl ihc eenlralnt prime m initlcr al |hc 
mercy o f his enemies. Il did not lake even a petty liouigeois who 
claimed to know nothing about economies very long lo draw cm 
bamming conclusions. In shoit, w h it Ihc Isu lud  and Ihc big com 
panics feared al fust wj» Ihc ladiculi/.aiion of l.umumha by the 
mams and llic  unification uf the mimes by l.umumlu. I l  could lx  
said Dial lin  imirdci waled Ihc alliance concluded between imperial 
ism and Ihc black p i tty boutgcoisic a shod lime bcfoic these was 
now lo hr a corpse Iw fwtvii them.

Hul the prestige of the Congolese prime minister extended far lie- 
jom l the lamiKlains ol his country. l ie  proved llic  need (or a 
untied A flic.I. Not. bow ever, one bmnglil about in llic  manner of 
completing Hales tlia l conceal llic  word ''hegemony" Uncalh ihc 
word “ sillily.** On llic contiaiy. it  was I In- weakness uf llic  regime 
and Lumumba's unshakable coinage and fatal b ill undeserved |>ow 
cilessiicss dial nude il  the duly of llic  black countries lo aid him 
This Uriel and mgent obhg.ilion was nol generosity Nor was il 
some vague suit of idealistic solidarity. As .1 mailer of fad. llic A f
rican nations discovcicd their destiny, I lie destiny n( A lika , in Ihc 
Congo The ncocolonialist countries got lo Ihc bottom of the proe 
css of myslificalinn dial had nd Diem of all llie ii chains except ex 
ploiistioii. ihc other countries, those which had haicly avoided 
' ‘cangoliratiou," discovered how the mechanism worked, the role 
played by internal divisions in this tula] breakdown; they icalixed
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that they Here not vet on safe ground (or certain, that it was nccei 
wry to fight against separatist movements on a continent^ icvalr, or 
else .ill of Africa wxiukl inn the ink of being halkaur/cd In tlm  tense 
when launmnlu (ailed. Pan A fiira iiin ii (ailed NKtum ali expen 
emed the mosl hittci disappointment: in July he sent ( Miamian 
troops lo  the Congo nmlci the (onsmind of the United Nations, 
which proceeded to use them against Patrice 1 uimimba despite 
Chaiu's protests, the experience taught N'Kimnah dial the United 
Nations svas mil an impartial organization mediating the conflicts of 
the Third Work! in a spirit of absolute objectivity lint a system scl 
isp lot the sole pmposc of defending impciialistn osesysvhctc in the 
West, even if  popular republics and Afro Asiatic nations were ad 
milted lo muilbcrship. Hut all of Africa, humiliated at not having 
I wet i ahk* lo save the man of Accra, also teamed the fate that 
awaited ‘‘neutralists." In a moment of exasperation and indignation 
at Ilannnaiskjold's attitude. I.onmiulxi had appealed to the USSH. 
which had scut him planes. On this occasion he had jpplictl the 
slrictcsl piinciplc nf nculrahsm dealing with am am! every nation, 
without taking the nature of the regime in posscr into comidcra 
lion, accepting or asking foe any sort nl n il help in rot emergency, 
piovkled that it ssai dismterrsted. This was all il look for the mis 
sions to immediately label him it communist. Imperialism followed 
anil what is mosl ironic ahnut this i> that II was taken in hy its own 
game ami decided that this evolul, the son of a Catholic, married In 
a Catholic church, and the father of Catholics, was a secret agent of 
Ills' Kremlin. If we with to hive a better view o f the situation, tins 
dcs|>cratc call for help from a jacobin “ with no economic choice 
le ft" should be compaicd to what Castro was able to do on an is
land a few miles ofl the coast o f the United Staler And let these he 
no mistake about i t : Castro won his victory precisely because he had 
taken user as head ol a socialist icvolulmu ( I k  failure ol the Con
golese leader, the "communist" label his encmici thought would to 
tails discredit him, and all the rest is simply a result of the fact thal 
he was nut willing to go about reforming the infrastructure of Ills
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country. Aftica undcistood when the head of an “ iiulC|Kn<ICiit" 
government asks (he Kuuiam foi help, the \V<s| lliiows him out of 
office Neutralism will remain an empty principle so long .it the tar 
unit stales of the Hlack Continent da not unite to force it  to be 
icspcctcd

l.mmnulu alive amt .1 captive is a symbol of the shame ,im) lage 
of an cntiic continent: lie represents in the inmcli ol everyone a de
mand that they can neither fulfill nor escape fiom: one and nil dis 
cover through him how posverlnl mid him- fierce ncocolomahsl con- 
iiivjug 11. lie  must therefore lx  gotten ml of as soon as possible 
Imperialism keeps its hands clean, and i l t  two principal agents, Kara 
vuhn and Molmiu. .1 ditrcpiiljlslc figuic. hate icavons not to want 
their people to think them icipoimhlc Ini shedding this blood. So 
it is Tihomhc who w ill do the killing. (Ilu i the Union M inifre and 
the colonialists i w  thinugh the man so well, he had sold out In 
them with such real, that it was soon nccessai) to liquidate him 
loo.] A I1L11V man is wished mtt, a man who had been made prime 
minister ami had taken hn mission sciiomly, and Kausubu is again 
asked In luim .1 cabinet. It it hoped, I suppose, that Lumumba will 
be less troublesome dead than alive; a dead man is soon forgotten; 
what can be done fui him? with him? I lie bayonet Ihiusl that Mu 
nongu ii nimoicil to have dclitcicd Lumumba will dissuade the 
ovciwionglil Aliicam fiom 1.tiling on tlie ii h inlhcn to wjgc a cm 
sadc for ficcdom. In in y e it t ,  Ih ii i i  the way the situation was sired 
up. As wo know, it vi-.11 a false calculation.

Once dead. Lumumba ceases to be an individual and becomes all 
of Africa, with its w ill tow jids unity, its m a il) locial and political 
regimes, ih  disscniiom, its discoid, ih  strength, ami its impotence. 
Me was not, not conk) lie hove been, the Itero of Pan-Aliicanism; 
he w js, rather, its martyr. 1111 sloty Isnngi into the light of day, for 
all to sec, the intimate iclaliunship Iscluccu independence, unity, 
and tin  light against the liusts. i f  i i  death (I lememlsci l-anon In 
Rome — lie was crushed by i t ]  is o cry of alarm; in and through 
him. the whole continent dies m urdci to he bom again. I lie Alri-



can nation* undcntam! now; Addii Ababa pttpara to carry out 
what Aeera talked about. Theie nations will now- jet up a common 
Apparatus allowing them (o aid and abet revolutionary struggle* in 
coun liin  that have not yet won their independence. Unity i i  war; 
though the example of Algeria, certain Africans become more and 
more aware that it i i  alio socialist revolution.

The Congo Ioki only one batik. Protected by the Congokw 
N j i Im u I Army, the Congolese bouigeo lie. that claw of traiton 
and turncoats who h]\-c keen Ixuight off. w ill f iiilih  the job that ll 
hai slatled and ret itself up ai a clan of exploitcn. Capitalist con
cent ration will tlowly pul an end to feudal enclave* and unify the 
exploited, nnd all the condition! for a Coitro iit movement w ill be 
picscnl. Itnl Cubam honor I lie incinoty of Josd Marti, who died at 
lire end of the last century without seeing Cuba'* victory over Spain 
01 the subjection ol the iiland to United State* imperialism. And a 
few yean from now. if the Caitm  of the Congo w iilie i to leach his 
followers (hat unity m int be fought for. be will rrinind litem of 111 
fust martyr, Lumumba.

p  IN  I  VODUCt ION'
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On D w fH ibrr t l .  1958. Pal rice Lumumba, president of the Con 
golese National Movement, spoke <11 thr Accra Conference. This 
occasion MW r/ir fin l lime In the history of the Congo lhal black 
militants participated In an international Pan African conference.

After the World's Pair in Brussels In the summer of 1958. the 
Congolese had brought decisive pretrure to hear, shaking Belgian 
paternalism to l i t  foundations. Despite the opposition of the colo
nial administration, the gowrnor-genfrtsl, on adrice from Brussels, 
allowed a delegation of Congolese leaden to leave for Accra. A nan- 
era uvs haginning In the Congo, and thrnugh Lumumbd'i vtske, 
Africa vas about to hear the sound of a people msuketiiug. the 
echoes o f which acre to resound throughout the world lu'o yean 
later.

A ll o f Ijjtnumba's speeches were extemporaneous. Except during 
formal dehaler, when Ire Mould refer la documents in hit possession, 
he new/ used notes when he 1 poke.

SPKKGII A T  1 1  IK  ACCRA CONKKRKNCK

W c thunk the organizers of the Conference ol the Assembly of 
African Pcoplei for I he friendly invitation they kindly extended to 
our movement. W c Mould like to cxpicst oui gratitude to I In  fcx- 
cdlcncy Prime Minister N'Kruinali and to the people of Ghana loi 
iltc fratenral welcome given ui.

We Mould alio like to thunk Ihe representatives of the independ 
cut peoples pecscnt here foi their continued defense nf the Congo 
in Inlcnnlioual triliunali.

I hope they w ill regard these worth, delivered in the name of all 
our oompatnots, as an expression of our unccre gratitude.
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Tire Preiont Situation in the Conge

Up nnli! Ihc end of last year, there was no legislative council any
where in Ihc Congo. A ll the organs of the country were- and still 
arc — consultative.

Since fomiary of l l i i j  year, the pulitical stnictinc o f thu country 
lia i undergone modification, the inns! important change being Ihc 
creation of communes in certain cities in the Congo.

Legislation to l lu l  effect has been passed with regard to rural dis
tricts and will Ik  applied in the course of the coming year

Uni Ihc new decrees concerning the organization of cities and 
rural districts have not yet granted these imtitulions complete au
tonomy.

In the urban councils, av in all the olher consultative organs nf 
Ihc country,a system of rcprciculatioii lias been instituted Ilia! gives 
the European minority and the African majority an ci|iial number 
nf seals. There is no need in  underscore the fad Ihal tins is anti
democratic.

Realizing the pmgievs Ih.n has Ikch nude by Ihc various leg 
rncnls o f the population and taking note of ihc demands repeatedly- 
put forward by ils subjects. Belgium Ins roccnlly sent to Ihe Congo 
a commission charged with the Inik of acquainting itself with the 
aspirations of Ihe people at first hand.

We for out pail Ixlicvc I hat nil this occasion the cotinliy clearly 
expressed its preference for sell determination.

Tire Bclgi.m government liar promised to deliver its solemn deci
sion on this subject next month.

Our Program n/ Action

'lire  Congolese National Movcmcnl. which we represent at Ibis 
great conference, is i political movcmcnl. founded oil Oclolser 5. 
1958.

This date marks a decisive step for the Congolese people is  they 
move toward cuiancipalion. 1 am happy to say that the birth o f out
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movement was warmly received by Ihc |K.opk fot this tea von.

The fundamental aim nf out movement ii lo free the Congolcic 
people bom the colonialist regime ;iik I cam them Iheii indepemi 
cute.

W e bate our action un the Universal D c tlt ill io n  ol the Kiglils 
of Man — lights guaranteed to each and ever)' citizen n( hununit) 
In  the United Nations Charter — anil we arc of the opinion that 
the Congo, m a human society, lias the right lo  join the ranks of 
bee pcnplrt.

We with tu see .1 mndciii dcmoualic stale established in nm 
rountiy, wlncli w ill giant its citizens freedom, jtd lirc. social peace, 
lulcrjiice. well-being, and equality, with i»o disciimlnatiou whalio 
ever.

In :i mol ion we icteully transmitted lo  Ihc ministci ol ihc Congo 
in Hruvuli, we clearly stipulated — as did mans oilier compatriots 
ol oun — lin t  Ihc Congo could no longer be Healed as a colony lo 
l)c either exploited ut settled, and that its attainment of indc|Knd- 
cncc was the t in t qua iion condition o l peace.

In our actions aimed at winning Ihc independence nl the Congo, 
we have repeatedly proclaimed that we ate against no one, but la ih tt 
are simp!) t/gtfinsf domination, mjusficej, iiud ahum, end merely 
m ini to f u t  ontuUci of th t thackla of cohnufhm  and dll ih  con- 
requeued.

T lie ic  injustice's, and the stupid superiority complex that tire to 
kmialiils make such a display ol, are the causes nl the drama nl the 
W e il m Africa, at is clearly evident fiom the disturbing rcporli of 
the other delegate*.

Along with Ibis struggle for national liberation waged with culm 
<md dignily, our movement oppoict. with every power ci ila com- 
llldild, th t hdlhduitahon nf iwtiaual territory under un) pretax! 
W/wMoover.

From all the s|xcchet that have preceded aim. something be- 
conus olrvious that is, lo say the least, udd. and that all colonized 
people have noticed: the proverbial patience and good-hcarlcdnni
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llm l Alik-aus hasc giscn pioof ol (01 thousands of scats. <lcipilc pei- 
sec ul tun. extortions, discrimination, segregation. and Iodine* nl 
rva y  whI,

I lie winds nl freedom cuucntly blowing across all ol Allies have 
nut led the Congolese people indilfetcait. Political awareness, which 
uni il sets recently was fa lent, is now becoming manifest ami as- 
smiling nnlw.ird expression, and it will nisei I ilscll even mnic force 
Intly in the months to come We arc tliu t Mimed ol the support ol 
the masses and o l the success ol the effort* we arc undertaking 

This histone>1 conleicnce, which puls us in cunlact with experi
ences! political figures lio in all the Alncan conn I t i l  l  and (tom dll 
user the world, reveals one thing to ns: despite the boundaries that 
separate us, despite our ethnic difference*, we hue the same aware 
ness, the same soul plunged day and night in anguish, the same ana 
ion* elcsire to nuke this African continent j  free oud happy conti
nent that lus rid itself of unrest jikI ol (car sikI ol any suit of 
colonialist domination.

W e aie pJtlicula11\ happy to see that this conference lias set as 
its objective the stiugglc against till the internal ami external (nctois 
standing in the way ol the emancipation ol out respective countries 
-usd the unification of AfneJ 

Among these (actors, the most impostaiil ure colonialism, im 
pciu linn, tribalism, and rehgiosii sepjiatism, all nl which seriously 
hinder the flowering ol a haimnnious and liatcinal A lrkan society 

This is why we passionately civ nut with oil the delegates 
Down with colonialism and imperialism!
Down with racism and tnbdliim l
And long iisY the Cnngoteia notion, long live independent Africa!

On Ais return fiom Accra, i.uiilumbd ond Ail friands conducted 
the first g ieat political mealing in Congoltia hittory, appearing be 
fora a cran'd of ten thousand people. The text M o w  I# the speech 
delivered by Lumumba at Leopoldville on December j8, 1958.
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f f  mutt be recalled that al tin t point the enlhe province of Leo 
poldville and the capital uy/o alrc,id\ t ro lly  uu'tirr 0 / (hr realitlei 
of their situation because of the political urlion of the Abako, which 
had set up a network of cells that in ten d  the entire Lower Congo 
and had forced the Belgian administration to confront a hottlle pop 
nlace imisting 011 i l l  ng/ifr.

SPKKCII A T  M tO fO l.O V IL L K

I dunk sou in Ihc iumc of the Congolese National Movement 
for having come In such mnnbcu la llic  fin l ntccliiig \ve have held 
line r the founding o( 0111 movement.

'line  Urge ciowd i t  a sure sign of the hopes you lu te  placed in Ihc 
Congolcvc National Movement and Ihc aim* l lu l it intends dog
gedly and vluhhornly to (Hirxisc.

Prom Dim day forwjrd, dunng Ihc entile course of oui campaign, 
we »liall therefore do our u lu iuit mil In disappoint those patriot* 
who have dcinonslrated iticir l iu il in ut by sup)Miting m ami ice 
finding nur effortt.

The remark* addicsscd to vou today will lie divided into two 
pail*: in Ihc fin l part, we w ill give you a faithful and authentic 
report o f the work accompliihcd at the Conference of the Assembly 
of African People* in which we have recently pailinpalcd: in the 
second pail, we w ill put liefcre you our movement'* program (ni ic  
linn. We wnh to cany out Ih it program with the active coUalrora- 
lion of each and every Coiigokio: man. woman, and child.

Hie idea of holding a conference of i l l  the African people! was 
initial))- pio|>o*cd at Ihc lime of ihc celebration nf the fin l anniver
sary of (Diana's uidc|iciidciKC, following an exchange of views by 
African leaden who had gathered in Acciu 011 this solemn occasion. 
This idea war seconded at the Conference of Independent African 
Slates, held in Accra in Ihc month of April. 1958, and was given run- 
ciete form through the creation of a preparatory commission.

This commission immediately tel to work, and thanks to its cf
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foils «hc first Conference of (lie Am m bly of African Peoples lias 
just been held in Accra, from Ihc fifth  to the thirteenth of Decern- 
U i.

This historic conference brought together Ihc representatives of 
political and iia lio ii.iliit groups, labui unloui. ct cetera, fiom all the 
dependent and independent African territories. The number ami 
the nature of its participants. who came from all coiners of the 
world, made the Accra Conference a popular ami representative 
one.

As a result of l l i i i  broad representation and the unanimity of the 
delegates' views, the eonfcieiKC formulated and piuclamud the pin- 
lauiptivaf Pan-Africanism. Following this line nf thought, it pointed 
nut ways in whieli a peaceful African icvohition could be brought 
shout. It set at its goal the formulation of conciclc plain and the «• 
tahlishisient of the tactics ,md sliatcgy of this resolution in relation 
to: ( i )  colnnialiim and imperialism; (a) racism and discriminatory 
laws oik! practices; { ) )  tribalism and religious separatism; (-0 the 
position of tubal chieftains — (a) timlcr die colonial regime, (h ) in 
.1 free democratic society.

In uidct to fight colonialnm more effectively, the conference as 
a whole denounced Ihc lime houoicd weapon that its upholders me 
to impose their will: "divide and in k ,"  that Indie which, as the At- 
(icon masses became aware of the realities id their situation, was 
modified to fit the changing circum itm un and winch assumed w h 
ile  and roundabout forms in ruder to h it harder Ilian ever, destiny 
the n it ity  peoples' determination to unite ami free themselves, and 
impose the economic dependence that is I Ik- foundation of interna
tional ini|iciialism.

In view of the importance of the questions to be dealt with, five 
commission! ucic etcated within the conference for the purpose ul 
examining Ihc problems raised and pulling practical ami realistic 
conclusions before the congress.

'Hie areas these commissions were to examine arc as follows:
Commission Number i. The question of colonialism jnd  imperii!-



n i c c M i t f t  i q ;8  61

ivm in Africa — the injustices they love caused and how lo become 
owjic nl them.

Commission Number j -  The qncitioo of racism and ditcnmina- 
Inn lassi ami pi<«cliccs — distributing land lo Africans— the atlop 
lion ol universal su fit age in all African territories without divcrmn 
ii u I ion based on uec, lube, religion, cdur.ilion. 01 wealth — applying 
llic  Universal Declaration ol lire Rights of Man in all African conn- 
tries.

Ccmmiwion Number 3: The question of tribalism and religious 
scpjialism, which alto comlitutc fertile sources of distension that 
the colonialist! exploit in order lo secure an even fitmci hold osei 
us — (he position of traditional institutions under colonial domina
tion and in a free democratic society.

Commifiiors Number 4: The r|uc>tioii ul the adjustment of A f
rican borders —  merging or confederating groups of ttginnal Hales 
in a community of United Stairs of Africa.

Commission Number This commission was charged with es
tablishing .1 permanent organization to serve as the embtyouie form 
Of u future United Stales of Aflil-J.

T lic  five commissions suet separately and each of them presented 
its rccumrncndatiom to the Crucial Assembly. The final resolutions 
of the conference wcic discussed and passed dining a plenary ses
sion.

A patnanent sceictniat wav cicatcd In assure that these resolu
tions arc carried out and that the work undertaken advances on a 
continuing basis. Its hcadrpiartcis w ill Ik  ii i Accia.

The conference: likewise appointed the fifteen numbers of the 
executive committee

‘these members base taken on very great responsibilities, (or they 
ire  watching over the destiny ol a llo t Africa.

‘Use mission of the executive committee, and the aims and oh 
jrclivcsof the coiifciencc as well, ate as follows:

jo ) to piomotc mutual undemanding and unity among the pco 
pies ol Africa;
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(b) In hasten Ihc liberation of A(nr.i fiom imperialism anil CO'
lomaliim;

(c) lo manlial world opinion in suppait of Ihe liberation of A! 
lira: In rtconniKiid concrete iiicam and indhodi of attaining llic ic

(il)  In develop I lie ip ii i l  of coiiiiniinily among lltc peoples of 
Afnr.i in at lo pronmlc llic Imth of ihe United Stale] of Africa.

In liioad nulline, these were the aims and Ihc resolution* of (lie 
I ’j i i  Afncan Confeicncc of Accra-

Ill conclusion, the conference it  asking for the immediate inde
pendence of all nf Afiica and has announced thill no counts)' in 
Africa it tn remain under foreign domination aflci i960

The Conference of ihc Assembly of African Slates In Accra marks 
a decisive slep toward ihc completeexpression of the A liira ii person 
alily and lossaid ihc perfect unity of all die fraternal peoples of out 
continent.

Thai is why our tiimcincnt w ill always oppose with every pflsvti 
il potieMc* Ihc halkjiiiM tinn of national tcm lnry under any pretext 
whstiocsei.

Indies and gentlemen, all Ihc forces of the countiy must he niobi- 
lizeel 111 eider 1u luslcn the allaiunicnt of Ihc goals lli.il we have 
lin t defined for Ihc well lacing of all.

We address a passionate appeal tu all Congolese palaols. lo all 
associations and organized gioupi, lo nnilc around Ihc Congolese 
Nalnmal Movcmciil, an appeal addressed m all Congolese, icgard- 
lei* of lube, lex, 01 religion

The objective of ihc M N C  11 to unite and oiganizc the Congolese 
masses m the si niggle to improve Ihcir lot tsnd wipe onl Ihe colonial, 
■st tegisne and the exploitation of nun by man.

W e invllc all m il compatriots, whatever Ihcir rtalion, and what
ever Ihcir present or pasl tendencies nr divergences of npinion, to 
pool their energies and their courage with ours in order to earn mil 
Ihc necessary and indispensable foinulion of a united front, without



which wc will itot lx  able to assert ourselves or make am voice heard, 
the voice of the Congolese people. It it high tune that the Congolese 
people prove to the work) that they me comcioui of the icablics of 
llio  soil of iwlc|Ki>dcn(c being offered us — a token gift that the 
government is preparing foi them and promismg them. We do not 
want this soit of independence.

It is time that the Cnngolctc in the imputation centers and the 
interior let the world know- lin t  they aie in no way divided, hut 
rather arc united m a single, just cause.

It is lime for the Congolese people to awaken from their slumber, 
lo break their silence, to overcome the fear instilled m them, so as 
to demonstrate, peacefully Inn icsolnlcly, that they arc a force to be 
reckoned with.

Certain people aie attempting to lead naive Congolese to believe 
that the country's attainment of its independence will hung on a 
flight of hxcign capital, distutlunccs because there sue not any black 
technicians yet. and soon.

W e fm our pan believe, and base out opinions m this leganl on 
the experiences o f other African countries — which were In f x t  
even further behind Ilian cuis is, when they took over the reins of 
government — we believe that the Congo's attainment of its inde
pendence w ill both stabilise the Congolese economy and constitute 
a solid guarantee for foreign investments

In point of fact, the reinvestment w illim  the cnonliy o f all the 
profila made by national companies, the speeding up o f the program 
uf mdmtrialiraliiin, tin- granting of numerous scholarships to the 
country‘i student* by the Congolese slate, t lx  elimination of the 
present security bond nf 50,000 francs that must be pul up by any 
Congolese desiring lo go outside the country for training, ihe 
granting of numerous loans to t lx  Congolese middle classes, the 
organization of free and compulsory cducalmn ai all levels, the dc 
vclopiucnt of peasant associations and coopeiativcs 111 sural disliicls, 
Ihe tulal elimination of all types of legal discrimination, the culhini 
asm for woik that svJll be created by the payment of decent salaries



ami the enjoyment o f human ficcclotm — all these things ptove to 
u«. ladies and gcnllcmen, l lu t  Ilic Congo's attainment of its inde
pendence will hung greater well being lo  the people o f tInv counlry, 
a well being that they jic not able lo  enjoy hilly untlet the picscitl 
regime.

If at (hit point there aie Kutopcjus who believe that Ibey will bo 
iiblc to perpetuate a icprcinve regimo forever, we can bnt icgrcl lli ii.

If. on (Ik  conttJiy, the meaning and llie legitimacy of onr shngglc 
are understood by men who love nnceiely nude up llie ir minds to 
give m fraternal tuppiMl and md m building our countiv by honest 
labor and the contribution of financial capital and technical le 
lattices, then (lie Congolese will note this with interest ami regard 
these men as true friends of the country

The present dstvim o f Africa, of all of Africa, including the Congo, 
is to become a hcc and independent continent, like all the nllici 
con I incuts o f the svotkl. for U is the w ill of the Creator that all men 
.md all pcnplcs he hoc and equal

Ir remains for ns. ladies and gentlemen, to outline for you out 
movement's program of action.

The fumlameul.il aim of the Congolese Nationol Movement, 
which is typically Afiicon in spitit, it the liberation of the Congolese 
people front a colonialist regime ami attainment of Iheii iudepcml 
cnee.

Ibis movement has no ties whatsoever cither with the government 
or with any otlic i political oigauization jet up by P.utopeans, ai cer
tain of its detractors behind the sceiiei are leading people to believe

T lic ic  arc merely the soil of maneuvers tn subvert the movement 
that ate the specialty of detractors Out watchword n lo do our work 
well and let them talk. We arc lighting for truth and justice I his 
truth w ill triumph, even i f  it is trampled underfoot today.

We base our action on the Universal Declaration uf the Rights of 
Mail — lights guaunlccd all citizens of humanity by the United

ACCRA C 0N IM 1K.NCI
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Nations Chatter — and led lh.il the Congo, at a human society, hat 
Ihc light lo )oin I he ranks of free pcopkt.

We want to say faicwcll lo the old regime, that repressive regime 
dial keeps nolioiialt fio in cnioying political rights dial have Iccn 
recognized at legitimately belonging lo every human being and every 
free citizen.

We vtanl oni toon try, our great country, lo have another face, the 
face o l an independent and happy people heed from anxiety, fear, 
and every tort of colonialist domiiialion.

In a motion lum m itlcd  to the m iiiitter nl the Congo in Rmtielt. 
we t i l t  tied the fact t lu t  Ihc Congo can no longer be cunndeicd a 
colony to be either exploited or te ttkd  and t in t the attainment of 
lit  independence it  die iine quo non condition of peace.

In our action lo win the independence of Ihc Congo, an independ
ence that we will) lo be total, we hove repeatedly ilatcd that we aic 
against no one. Iml only against domination, injustices, and abuici. 
jnd  merely want lo flee ourselves of the shackles of colonialism and 
all l i t  (cm sequences.

If these injuiticci niKl these about penist despite oor repeated 
protests, they will eventually be the cause of a split between Dclgnmi 
and the Congo and of any social disturbances that this cosmlty nu t 
undergo.

Tire Congolese people have as much light lo be independent as 
the other |Koples ol the world. I'liis i i  a baric, natural, and sacred 
sight that nn doctrine can dispute ami 110 jiuwcr lake auay from 
them. It ii likewise by virtue ol this right that they will be the ones 
lo dccirk what specific limitations ne to be placed on the exercise 
of then independence, for their own good, for that ol then own 
society, or dial ol all humanity It Is also by viilue of this right that 
the Congo will freely determine what sort nl relations it will have 
with llclgnnn.

Genuine independence within the intcidcpcndcntc of free unlioiii. 
Ihc total liberation at Ihc Congo from every form ol guardianship:
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that it what out |>ccplc aipiic to. and this is svlut it it  incumbent 
upon sincere patriot* in proclaim in the full light of day.

It would be o thamc, a giral shame, for the inlubitJiiM of this 
country — and alsovc all for the Belgian administration — if  the 
Congo were in continue In he subjected to the rule of a colonial 
empire at a lime when enlightened world opinion condemns the 
dommaliun of one people by anothei 

The work of cokm iuiiou undertaken by Belgium in (lie Congo 
m int lac limited in lime and in space In mir opinion, l l i i t  lim it has 
been more than attained.

We wjwl to free ourselves m order In colltboialc with Belgium 
in freedom, e<|ii;ilily. ami dignity. Collalioratkm l i  Dot possible when 
the relationship is one nf subjugation The Congolese must enjoy the 
immediate uud total exercise of fundamental ficcdoim and every sort 
nf political, adminUlratisv, private, find public right

We dn not exclude the possibility that a confident, fruitful, and 
lasting collalKirjIinn between the Congo and Belgium or U'twccn 
the black and white inhabitants of Ibis country can be effected once 
we have won our independence. Belgian*, like any other foreign rest- 
denis, w ill eontinue lo  live in the Congo But this collahoi.ilion will 
be possible only if  Belgium understand*, from tins day forward, the 
Congolese people'* wishes for dignity and freedom, and if she does 
not inordinately delay their hbcialion but voluntarily agrees lo  pul 
an end In the tokm u liil icgime.

Nor (an (he independence that we demand in flic  name of peace 
bo cnmidticd by Belgium at a gift; on the contrary, it is a question 
of the enjoyment uf a rigid that the Congolese people have lost.

Wo lightfnlly appieciatc Ihc contribution llia l Belgium, llie Bel- 
Runs, and foreigners base made lo Ihc dcselopmcnl of the Congo. 
I'hc piogrcs* made (but far in the economic and social field impasse* 
that of certain other coimlncs, at we have seen with our own eyes. 
Bui where the shoe pinches is the fad that the Belgian gosrinmeut 
has neglected ihc political cmanupaliuii of the Congolese, and the 
hcltciing of the lot of Ihc black woman In this area out country lagt
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quite far behind, since levs dcvctopid countries Hum oui< already 
cnjsry freedom or jic  on Hie wav lo doing 10.

II n lin t gap that we with in nseicomc w illioul delay.
We regret lire- Undent y o f l lu  llclgiati udmimstiatioii 10 loiee Hie 

Congolese lo  be what i t  a i l i l i  them In be father than w h it they 
want lo  lie We likewise regret the jxihcy whereby the Congolese fie  
gs anted unit, those lights that Hie government is willing to measure 
out diup by shop. a* an ad  of charily lather Hun as legitimate rlghls 
that nationals arc demanding.

Did Kurupcaii and W eilcm  nationalists aeI any differently in 
llic ir struggle for the indeps ndcuce u( their respective countries?

I c l I lia n  answer (h it question.
I he arguments nf llnv 10H Hut arc llnown in Hie face ol all those 

fighting lor freedom strike 111 at moves lo intimidate us.
M n iru m , the notion o f Hclgiaii sovereignly in the Congo muii 

alio disappear fiom the colonialist vocabulary. The Congo 11 not 
Belgian property; it  is a countly like any other, and it mint enjoy 
sovereignty ju ii ns Belgium does

I I h* Congolese Slate will be fntnxlcd on the equality, the soli 
darily, and the fraternity n| all Congolese.

We arc pleased to note tli.il the resoliillons of the conference .11c 
identical with the views of out movement.

As a nutter o f qtiiie secondary importance, we piotcst against the 
report that lias ap{x-arcd in Hie press slating l lu l  the conference 
ended in coiifsision.

This repoil, which in nm ryes constilutcs i  move lo  sabotage the 
confers nee. is fai fiom being Hie truth ol the nutter. On the con 
Iran, the conference ended in u nunner that pleased und delighted 
all tin  delegations.

Ladies and gentlemen, os sou can see, Africa is irrevocably engaged 
in a me relic si slinggk; against the colonucr Ini its liberation. le t  our 
eompitHots join sis in aider to serve the national cause more clfcc 
lively ami cany out the will nf a people seeking to free itself from the 
chains ol paternalism and colonialism.
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The Congolese people must awaken horn tlic ii slumber and look 
forward to our independence and oui fiecdom.

The Congo it our homeland. II It our duty lo make this homeland 
greater and more beautiful.

In conclution, we invite you lo ralic your voices with tit: long live 
the Congo, long live the National Moument!

On januory 1959, icrioui oi/lbrcokt of violence took place in 
l^opoWviifa. and several dormi people died in the tetullrng repm 
non. I h it 1 rot win as sudden as a clap of thunder m the Congolese 
oasis of peace,”  and the HeIgiun press wui greatly disturbed. The 

leaders of the A/mko were arrested.
On January 13, King JlurrJenin and the flelgian government took 

a position on the political and adininlstralnv future 0/ the Congo: 
We have today resolved lo lead the fxoplet o f the Congo toward 

independence in prosperity and freoce.'
On i'ebrtsary 13, Lirmurntxi lent fin* /iota In (he minuter of the 

Congo

T IIR K K  DHMANOS 0 1 - l  UIC GONCOUtSK 
N A T IO N A L MOVKMfCNT

1. Elections by Universal Sufi rage
At I Ini moment, when (be adminittuilim i i i  studying the mcJimct 

necessary to carry’ out the reforms that haw been envisaged, l l i r  
Cangolnc National Movement ilcrmiiidi. with icgaid to the dee 
tioni. d of prncnlafion 0/ plurinuniinai lists and orgdiiixulinn
of the election! on the communal level. This m uil also lie done in 
thedntnets and lerrllones.

Use M N C  is opposed to a system that would divide communes 
into small voting distiicts mid precincts.

a. ‘Hie Constitution of the Superior Council ami the l/g illa tive 
Council

The population as a whole would like to know when the Superior
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Council |thc future Clumber of Deputies! and the lagnlativc Coun 
cil the future Senate of the Congo] arc to be icl up; it does not 
understand why that government lis t set 1 dale for the com litu lio ii 
of lower-level council* uud not for higher bodies.

‘I lie setting of a date for the coinlitutio ii o f higher hndic' i« of 
capital importance for the inhabitants; it 11 the only itep that will 
cam the trust of each of them.

NVc believe that on lire ptychologir.il plane it tt to the govern
ment's complete advantage to vet tins dale.

V ‘I he Creation ol a Comirmtion for Political Development
In oulci that the policy cnvivjgcd may be better oriented, the 

Congolese National Movement rcquixli that a political conumuioii. 
in winch Congolese will actively participate, be vet up hi IxopokJ 
vlllc.

T ill*  commission. which will function independently ot the Con 
g«lew administration, w ill he entrusted with the ta il of teeing that 
the new |SoliCy it ligOrously implemented and o f suggesting directly 
to the minister any suit of volution it rounder! useful in order to 
speed up the neat inn of the instil nlium envisaged in the govern- 
men f t  dccbiation.

The development of pofificuf organization* went ahead dpaea in 
the Congo, and paitiei invlti/dicd. flnt I.imiiiinbu nvs almost the 
only leader who remained convinecri that international contact* 
were a preclont ami w ry effect ire  aid in t in  ifruggfa of the Con 
golen people. l ie  therefore decided to have for Ibadan (Nigeria), 
where rm March a  he nddtvucd Ihe closing lemon 0/ the Inter 
national Seminar, organized 6y the Congress for the Freedom of 
Cult me and by the U n iw tliiy  0/ Ibadan

AFRICAN U N IT Y  AN D  N A T IO N A L INDKPIvNDKNCK

I thank the Cnngiett for Freedom and Cultuic and the Univeuitv 
o f Ibadan for the kind invitation they extended me to attend this
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nilcrnfllion.il confcicncc, where (lie fate of our beloved Africa ii  
Iscing discussed.

II lias been moil gratifying (n me to mecl here a number of A fri
can ministers, men of letters. labor union leaders. journalists. ami 
international lign in  mtcicstcd in the problems of Africa

It n  lluough these person-to-person cont.icl*. through meetings 
»f this sort, that African leaders can get to know- each othci and 
draw closer together in order to create that union tlnsl 11 indispen 
'able for the consolidation o f African unity.

In fad, the African unity so ardently desired by all those who arc 
concerned about the Inline of th ii continent w ill be possible and 
will he attained mils if  those engaged in politics and the kaden of 
our icspcctlvc countries demonstrate a spirit o f solidarity, concord, 
and fraternal collaboration in the pursuit of the common good ol 
our peoples.

I'lial is why the union of all patiiols is inditpcniiibk, especially 
dining tins pciwd nf struggle and liberation.

The Aspirations of colnnixcd and cnilavctl peoples arc everywhere 
the lame; their lot loo Ii Hie same Moreover, tiro aims pmciud by 
nationalist movements m any African territory ate also the same 
The common goal is (he liberation uf Africa fiom the colonialnl 
yoke.

Since our nbjcdivci are the same, we will attain them mote easily 
and more rapidly Ihrmigli union than lluough division.

These division*, which the colonial powers have always exploited 
the betlcr to dominate us, have played an important rok  — nnd arc 
d ill playing that role — m the suicide o f Africa.

I low can wo extricate ourselves from this impasse?
In tny view, I here is only one way: bringing all Africans together 

in popular movement* or unified parties.
A ll tendencies can coexist within these parlies bringing all na

tionals together, and each will hose its say, bath in the discussion of 
problems facing the country and in the conduct o f public affairs.
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A genuine democracy w ill be at work within llicvc parlies ami each 
line will have the satisfaction o f expressing i l l  opinions ficely.

Tin- llinic clovcK united we are. Hie belter we will ic i i i l  oppics- 
jioii, corruption, Jiid Ihoic divisive maneuvers which expats in llie 
|k>!icv of "divide and rule*' die icsotlmg to.

Tins w iili lo luve unified parlies or movements ill 0111 young 
couuliics m in i not be mleiprelcd as j  Icndcucy Inward political 
monopoly 01 a certain bund of dictatorship. We ourselves 01c 
agaiusl despotism and dictatorship.

I wish lodiasv everyone's .iltculio ii to the fad llia l it is the liciglii 
uf wisdom to tliwail from the very outlet any possible inaiiom-eiS on 
the pail ol tlmsc who would like lo piofil from out «|»pjicnt political 
rivaliici in ordci lo set us against each Ollier and thus delay our free
ing ourselves from llte colonialist regime.

I'xpcuencc proses that in our Aftkan territories the opposition 
that certain |xoplc cicale in the name of democracy is often not in 
spited hy a concern foi the common welfare; a tliir tl for glory and 
Hie furthering of pcisoual inlcrcsts arc the piincipal. if  nut the only, 
motives fo i Mils

It it only when we have ssou Ihc independence of out countries 
and when our democratic institutions arc subdued t lu l  the existence 
ol a pluralist polilka l system will lie justified.

The existence ol an intelligent, dyiuinic, and constructive upposi- 
Iion is indispensable in order to counterbalance the political and 
administrative action of the government in power. Rut this muinciit 
docs not appear In base anisxd ye I. and dividing our efforts today 
would be to render our country 0 disscivlcc.

A ll our caui|>j|iiots must be |>cisuadcd that they w ill not serve the 
general mtcicsl of Ihc country if  they are divided or i l  they foster 
inch divisions, any more than they would serve it  by balkjniring mir 
country and partitioning it  into weak lilllc  slates.

Once Ihc territory was balka nixed, il would be difficult lo achieve 
national unity again
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(.'allin? lor African unity and then <lc<troyiiiR in  very foundations 
is hardly pmol c f a genuine desire lot such unity.

In the st niggle tli.il we aic peacefully waging today to win nui 
independence, \sc do not intend to drive Kmupcam out o f this 
continent or seize then possessions or peuccutc them. We are not 
pirates.

On the contraiy, we respect individuals and the rights of others to 
well-being.

‘Hie one thing we arc detetmined tn dn — and we would like 
utlieri lo understand u i— is to root out colonialism and imptiialstm 
Irons Africa. We have long wflcicd and today we want In hicaihc 
the air of freedom. Hie Cscator has given u\ this share of the caith 
that guev hy the name ni the Afncau continent; it  bekingv to m 
and we arc its only masters. It is our right tn nuke tins continent a 
continent of |uslicc, law. and peace.

All of Africa i* irrevocably engaged in a merciless •Imgglc agauisl 
colonialism and imperialism We wish to hid faicwell lo the rule ul 
slavery and bastardization that hat so severely wronged in  Any pen 
pic that oppresses another |>cop|c is neither civilized nor Chiistian.

The West must free Africa as moil as possible.
The West must evaminc ils cnmeiciKC today and iccogiiizc the 

right of well colonized Icmtoiy lo freedom and dignity.
If I lie colonialist governments promptly undciiluiKl out aspira

tions. we will negotiate with them, but if  they stubbornly insist oil 
cuniidcimg Africa their pauevnon. we will lie obliged lo consider the 
colonizers the enemies of our emancipation, tinder llic ic circum
stances, ssc will regsetfiilly cease tn be friends with them.

1 hereby publicly lake il upon myself tn thank all those Kmnpcjus 
wlsu hive spared nu Hfnrt to help nur peoples improve their lot. A ll 
humanity w ill be grateful to them for the magnificent mission of 
humanization and emancipation they are cansing nut in certain parts 
o f Africa.

We do not want tci cut ourselves ufl from the West, lor we arc
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quite aware that »o people m the world can be self sufficient. We 
arc ullugcllicr in favor ui friendship between races. but the W o t 
m ini retponil loour appeal.

Westerners must understand that hkm lsliip  if  nut |xm ibk  when 
I he relationship Ik I ween us i« one uf subjugation and «uboriliii ilion.

The disturbances that ute occulting at procut in certain African 
territories will continue to occur if the administrative |sowtts do not 
pul an end to the colonial regime. This if the only |>ossibk path 
to genuine |Xdcc and (ncndfliip between African and Knropcan 
penplcv.

We have an imperative need (ot financial, technical, and scientific 
aid from the Wed aimed at rapid economic development and the 
stabilization of uni toadies 

Hut the capital uni countries need must be invested in the funn of 
mutual aid between nations. National governments will give this 
fort ign (apitalcvciy sort o f gruiantoc it wishes.

The Western technicians to whom we nuke an urgent appeal will 
come to Africa not to dominate ui but to seise uitd aid uui countifcs 

Kmopcans must recognize and come to accept the idea that the 
liberation movement t l i j t  we aie engaged in throughout Africa is 
not directed against than, nor against Hie i possessions, noi against 
tlie ii petsons, lint purely ami simply .'gainst the icgimc of cxploilj 
Hon and enslavement that we arc no longer willing to lokiatc. If 
they agree to put an immediate end to lin t icgimc instituted by their 
predecessor, we will live in friendship and brotherhood with litem 

A i wo fold cfloit must be made to hasten tin  industrialization of 
our various legions and the economic development of the country.
I'o this end, we addicts an appeal to friendly countries to send us 

an abundance of capital ami many technicians.
The lot of black worker must lx- oppieciablv improved. 'I l ic  wages 

they cam at picscnl arc clearly msulTicicnl. The due povcilv of the 
working classes Is the source of many of the social conflicts that c iiit  
at picscnl hi am countries. Labor unions have a great tok  to play in
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i l i i i  regard, Hie role of p iu lrc lun  and educators It it  nol enough 
merely to demand a raise in wages; there i> alio a gicat need to edu
cate workers in older that they may bceomc contcinui ol then pro 
Ic itto iu l. civic, and social obligations, und alio acquire j cleat eon 
ception of their lights 

O il the cultural plane, the new African states mini make a sc irons 
effort to further African culture We ha\c ■ culruic ull mu own, un
paralleled moral and artistic value*, an ait of living jik ) patterns nf 
life that ate oim  iilunc. All these African splendors mint he jealously 
preserved and developed. We will hoirnw from Western civilization 
what is good and beautiful and reject what i« not Mutable for m 
Tills amalgam of African and Lu Korean civilization will give Africa 
a civilization of a new type, an authentic civilization <oiici|>ondmg 
to A fiiu n  realities.

Kflofls must also be made In live our peoples psychologically. A 
ccilam (onformiim is isoticcabh oil the pari of many intellectuals, 
and i l l  origins aie well known 

‘I his conformism stems from (lie moral pressures and the reprisals 
to which black intellectuals have often been subjected. H ie  minute 
they have told the truth, they haw been called dangemm revolu
tionaries, xmopliubcs, piovncatcuis. elements lb.il must be closely 
watched, nnd so on.

These moves to intimidate u* and conupl our m niiK  lim it cease. 
We need genuine litcnatuie and -r free press th jt  brings the opinion 
of the people to light, rather th.m mmc propaganda leaflets and a 
muzzled picss.

I hope that the Congress for h'iccdom uud Culture will aid in 
along these lines.

W e hold out a f i j lc r in l hand to the West. Let it today gise proof 
of the pnnciplc of equality and friendship between nets that its 
sons hast always tsught tu as we sal at our desks in school, ■ prin
ciple written in tapitol Icltcis in the Universal Dcclai.ilion nf the 
Rights of Man. Africans must be just as fico as other citizens of the
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human family lo enjoy ihe fiinifamcntal liberlici set fo illi in th it 
declaration and Ihe rights proclaimed in Ihe United Nations 
Charier

The period o f iuojI monopolies is now at .in end.

African sol ida nt\ m int lake concrete form in lads and acts. We 
must form a Moc in older to demonstrate our brotherhood to the 
world

In order lo do io. I suggest that governments that have ahead) 
won then independence give every possible aid and support to 
countries that arc not set independent.

In order lo lu rtlic i cultural exchange! and Ihe rapprocticmenl nl 
French-speaking and F.nglish-vpcaking countries, the teaching ol 
both French and l'ng lith  slrould Ire made compulsory in all African 
tchoali. A knowledge ol both llresc language will put an end lo the 
dilTkuIlics of eommunicatiun thal French speaking and l'nglith 
speaking Africans encounter when they meet. This is an important 
factor for their interaction.

Tenitonal h.urlcis mull alio be done away with so thal Afiicins 
may travel freely hetween the sntiour African stales.

Silialaishipi should also be id  lip for students in the dependent 
terrlloiici.

I want to lake advantage of the opporlumty heic offered me In 
pay Iksiioi publicly In l ) i  Kwamc N'Krumah and M r. Sekou Tour< 
for having tuceceded in liberating our brothers in Chatu and 
G uinn .

Africa will nol lx  truly free and independent us long at any pail 
o l this continent remains under foreign domination

I conclude my remarks with this |Misionatc appeal
Afneans, lei us rite upl
Africans, let us unite!
Africans, let us walk hand in hand with those who want to help 

ns make thit beautiful continent a continent ol freedom and justicel
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i l l  Ihu juncture the Congolese political parties war* divided on 
the questions of federalism and a united front On March 9. M in 
ister van Hrmelrifck had decided to free the leaden o f the Alsako, 
hut this party remained resolutely determined to promote the estab’ 
lishment of the Republic of the Central Kongo Eight organisation* 
decided at this point to hold the first congress of the ustitattm par
tia l in t.uluabourg. April 9-13 The position taken hy l.usnumba 
and h ii followers was supported by lUo and Kalonji, among others 
At the co n tro l of t.uluabourg ended. I.umumha declared.

Two essential points h.HC emerged. 'H ie 1x1, fin l of all, llt.il ihe 
assembly unanimous!) proclaimed itscll to be in In v«jr ol I he unity 
of Ihe Congo and lire emutMillion of a mulaiian government. 'Iliis  
position, which was accepted In cvcrsonc. is certain, from this day 
forward. In  l/im lrf the iiidurusvrs of certain persons who have often 
recommended the establishment of federal staler. which wui bound 
to lead to a rapid ",balkanisation"  of the Congo. T im  is one capital 
point. ‘Ihe second |m iik ipal jxhiiI it that the congress likewise pro
nounced itself unanimously in favor of the establishment of a Con
golese government 111 Jarman- >961.

As it  rhur from the government statement of January 13. the 
“ flaw policy" of Belgium took the form of iiniJafard/Jy imposing 
measures dimed at the damocratitation and the mbicqisenl dir- 
tontnny o f the Congo. Congolese political groups soon tijtenwsrd 
demanded mutual consultations, and than genuine negotiations, to 
determine the fssiure of the conn try. Thh  wdi the cate, among 
others, in the texts drawn up by Ihe Jeederj of the AUskn ill flnisse/s 
on March i *  and at the end of A (nil.

In a similar vein, on April 10, 1939, the Interftddrale specifically 
stated in its memorandum " I t  Is necessary to study the means of 
puffing the decleialiou of farstidry 13 info effect, through commis
sions including Congolese from all over the country and Belgians
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from Africa ami from  Belgium." On April I I ,  Lumumba again dt 
matultd political negotiation.

following Ihc deliberation! of I he congtcit and Ihc tcio liitiun i 
dial liavo been adopted. we arc now counting on negotiating with 
Belgium; we hope (hat the w ill he sufliocnllt cm Ihc alctl and vig 
ilant enough lo admit Ihc ncccttHv anil Hie legitimacy ol thac 
ncgnUatiom that we with to cn ilu ik  upon in Ihc name of Ihc Con- 
golcic people. II iiiu tl no! he forgotten that I he tupenor mteiCtli 
nl llclghim an- il ilakc It can no longer bo denied lhal Ihc political 
orgjiilaatlnm lhal row o u t  in Ihc Congo, which have ju tt ttolcd 
then punlion j l  ihc eoiielutinn of ihc dclibctaliom lhal we have 
attended, aic icpictcnlolivc of black opinion. T o  icfutc lo  grant 
Ihctc political organ italiom  ihc dialogue .ind Ihc negotiation! lhal 
they an* treking in Ihc mine of peace would be to ditappoint nut 
only Ihoic who ( jn  help Tlclgiiiin can)' out l i t  new policy, hut alto 
■II thnw tee(ou of the population who hato cxpicucd thcii confi 
deiKC in the kadetto f ihctc o iginirationt. A refusal liy lldgmm (o 
negotiate with ihctc leaden would be calattinphic.

On April aa, 1959, of the invitation 0/ Ilia Cercle du l.ilne  
Kxonren (Hi0 Ch/h of Free Kvuminaijon), i'alnco Lumumba dt 
In tted  a long lecture, followed by a debate, at the Free University 
of Hnrtsele Three dayt later, on April a5, </ie p n tid tn t of the Con 
goltie National Movement continued hut report in a speech de 
li\ered to the Amis de Presence Africaine. It i t  the second speech 
that i t  publith td below. The opening remark* of this menage have 
been tost, however, due to a technical error at the time the speech 
wa* recorded.

J.nmuui/jj fav# niiirMmui lectures in Arfgium, all 0/ which were 
alitnded by sizable audiences, l ie  enjoyed making contact with the 
moil di\tr»e torts of groups, and fiercely refined lo allow himself 
to he to opted by dtiy one group or parly.
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11 IK  CONGO OK TO M O R R O W

W c liiv r  capable men who aic ju tl wailing for t  chance lo get to 
work. I visited Guinea recently ihcic arc eleven ministers in the 
government, and seven tla lc iccrctariei who ha\e ministerial status. 
Only three of thcac eighteen mmisteis base studied at a university; 
the others haw finished high school, held jobs, and acquired a cet 
t.iin amount of experience, and the government of Guinea has 
litnughl ill Kic ik Ii technicians tn help it In the field of law, cco 
immici, agronomy, and every other area of activity. So 1 think ii ii 
possible today to set np a Cungoleic government.

We have chosen |anuaty iq6 i at one deadline. We thus have two 
years in which to ptepate osmclvcs, and we aie convinced (tu t two 
years fniin ik>w- we will be in a pmilnin tu lake over the icsponsi 
bilitics of lunning ovir countiy, with the Medians woikiug tide by 
side with us lo help ns and guide oni footsteps If Iklgium under 
stands us, if Belgium takes tins fervent dctiic - -  the dcsitc of the 
Congolese |*o p le — into lonudciation. she will he entitled (0 out 
friendship. The people will sec lm themselves that when the piopei 
moment came and we decided we were capable of tclf-inlc. the 
Belgians did not viand in our way. On the contrary: they w ill have 
helped and guided us. 'I Ik  question of the future relations between 
Belgium and (lac Congo will tcv ilw  itself -automatically. Ihcic wilt 
be no difficulty whatsoever. We arc the ones tn say look, we still 
need Belgium in tins field of endeavor, we still need Kutopcan tech 
niciam. Hut if  llio Belgian people, the Belgian government, refuse 
lo  take our demands into conndcralinn. what will happen oi a re 
suit? ‘Hie government perpetuates bitterness amt fosters a climate 
of continual discontent, and whatever the Belgians may say, what 
ever their wishes in the mutter may be. sve arc going to gain our 
independence, come what may. In the end the Congolese people 
ate liable tn say "Belgium lias always been opposed to onr cntanci 
pation We've had enough of that now; we're going our own sep
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ar.ilc way. . . A ikI that i t  precisely l)ic problem. Everyone — (he 
financier*. Ihc colonialists — keeps asking for guarantees. But inch 
guamiUes depend cnliicly on them. because winning our independ
ence doci no< mean that wc «c  going In seize properly belonging lo 
Belgians; we arc not lliicvts. we respect othci jxoplc's properly. I l Is 
a matter of a gentleman's agreement with the slulur of an inter 
national right; when any Citizen finds himself in uiiothcr country, 
hn properly and hit person must Ik  protected T li i i  i l  the ptofalcm 
as we see it.

So today we want our country to be independent. We want to 
rim m il country now so that we may draw up iigrcvmcnlx between 
an independent Congo and an mdc|Kiidcnt Belgium nil an equal 
footing, ami thus foster friendship between these two peoples.

1 nn very happy to meet young Belgians lit-ic who share our ideas, 
progretsixe young Belgiant who agicc with Us, who w ill help press 
fur Congolese independence toinumiw ,md ure (Oining forces with 
m I his is encouraging. It pioves that they ate dissatisfied, that they 
disapprove of the attitude of certain Belgians in the Congo today. I 
do riot want In male any sort ol sweeping general statement there 
jic Belgians in the Congo — certain tis il servant!, certain colonists, 
ccilain sluetms, certain missionaries — who hose always treated 
Africans in a dignified way. But they ate no more Ilian a iinnurity. 
Why arc the in ipuity opposed? Belgians ill the Congo believe I hat 
when the blacks get their indejy ixkn tc  tomonow, llscy are going to 
seize cs-eiything Belgians own. ' I l i i i  is still the usual rear linn among 
typical Kuro|xans, even after the new policy, even aftci the dcclara 
lion on January i j.  They keep saying: 'These ore the blacks who 
are going to take oor plates tomorrow, and where w ill that put ut? 
Where w ill see go?" ‘Ilia t it  the icaction of all these colonists. There 
ate a few today who are willing lu change, and there are alio thoac 
who icfnsc to dn so, who aic even lalolagmg the policy that lias 
it i i l  been laid down by Belgium — so senuuily that there is general 
discontent in the Congo today And we must have the courage lo 
denounce these plots, there maneuvers that are taking shape in the
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Congo. H id e  ate t l i l l  certain l-'.»nr»|>caii\ who aie dclcrmined l<> 
divide Marks. In tel one agaiml llic oilier. I lac  in llclfpum certain 
AfltcJiit liavc been gulled inln making dcclaraliom and Slacking 
cerium vcetois of the po|Xilalinu.

W e tvanl lo secure our independence ihmugli llic  united effnit o( 
all. We waul llic  R c lg ijiii lo  put a (lop lo their divisive policy We 
iiu u l undcnland each n |ho. and they inusi join loicei vrilb ut. 'll iis  
it  bow we tan build a Congolctc naliou, Ihiougli llic  (ncnddiip of 
all. I th ink—  1 -mi in lad convinced, and oplim nlic enough lo 
Ixlicvc lh.ll despite everything. despite Ibe im u lli, the move* to 
intimidate ut. Die lineali ili.il have been made, we have efinsou the 
|Xllh we w ill follow nnd the to il o f alcnggk we will wage, one llia l 
w ill continue lo be nonviolent, and I believe llia l the even I t  of Jan
uary fo ililh  w ill not lie repealed. W e loo-decry violence. We have 
elluveil |Utl one weapon lot our sltuggk. and Ihal wci|xm it  non- 
violctHc, liccauic we believe that whatever llic goal, i l  rail he 
rc.ichcd by pcaiclul meant, ' l l ia l it  w li.il our tliugglc icprctciili, 
.mil lli.il it  win I call for the moral tuppoil of tte ry  fiieiid of hu
manity, of all those who believe llia l every human Ixiiig . whatever 
the color nf h it skin, whateter h it social tla lu t, ta il and mutt enjoy 
the tame freedoms at etcry other citiren nf liuuuuity. (Applduie]

y  C m  yoo viy a few wordi about the lies yom mnvrmcnl h i t  
w illi olhci parties which lu te  the tame aim in the Congo, if I lia c  
arc uny inch?

A. 0(11 lies are lie t of friendthip and fraternal m llalxir.ilion with 
all parties mid gioup* that are punuiug the Mine ob|celivc we aie. 
Small polilical parties tin exist lotlay. There arc a great many being 
formed every day, and throughout all this, there fiat Iveeti couilant 
conniving by Kutopcans. who keep urging the Congolese lo create 
lil llc  political parties that w ill spring up like muthtnomi — their 
one puipotc being lo  came coufinioii. In order lu put a slop to llic ic 
maneuveri, we oigani/ed a congress al Luhiabourg lo which all the 
political parties were invited, and we explained lo everyone that we
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were all pursuing flic same objective siiviug (he gcucial mlercsl ol 
Ihc country. Since mir inn  it  one and the M int, llial l« lo ray (lie 
liticiolioii ol Ihc counliy. Iln  independence o l flic country, why 
should we Ik  divided?

W e ihcrrlo ic formed a Common Front and parser! a resolution 
providing lor (he independence of (lie Congo and Ihc establishment 
n| a Congolese government in January 1961. A ll ihc political panics 
signed the revolution and came ant in Ijvor of (h it deadline, and 
ssc set a date for the second congress, which is lo  lake place m 
October of 11 it 1 year, for ihc exptess purpose ail diawing up an 
electoral platform, 10 l in t  where Ihcic aic one, I wo, ut three political 
|MiUO in the same locality, a single ckcUn.il list can he drawn up 
In places where Ihcic is only one party inch at oun, which already 
hat local chaplcn throughout ihc Congo, l l t i i  parly w ill Hand foi 
election all by ilic lf A ll ihn  obviously if  1 united front foi the 
j|tainmcnt of mir freedoms.

£J. Mr. I.umumhu, what was the opinion ol Afiicani at Ihts point 
regarding the role llia l they would Im* called 1111 to play and would 
like lo play in activities mgunixed on jii In lcrnalionil karii - I  am 
thinking in pailicular of ihc United Nations, ol specialized instil u 
lion* such .is UNKSCO, the World ilca llh  <}igauixaii<m. the Inlet 
national labor Organization. ami us forth I would like lo  ask you 
two qucitKini: Many ol us would like lo know who It discussing 
• here problems in Africa ai tins lime What riKasutci have been 
liken thus lar hy the Hclgian government anil by Alncani llicni 
seises with regard lo tins ipiolinn? Ho Alncani hear il discussed on 
Ihc radio’  For example, have Iwnc tesla. In |Mrticulai teals relative 
lo Ihc Declaration ol Ihc Kights of Man, been translated into any 
of the African languages?

In your opinion and that ol many Africans, i l  wvukl he useful if 
certain relations were crlablislicd between the Belgian Parliament 
and I he leaden ol Ihc various Congolese political parties. In some 
countries — in Kngland in particular — certain organizations that 
have no connection with the government have managed to ntganixe
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such contact* even though they have very limited financial means 
1 lie African Bureau in London, fur example, the aim ol which is to 
|uit Afin nix in tourli with members of llie British Parliament w ith
out ici;ji<! lo party affiliations. A son ol miclcua ol rnembess of 
I’uiIi.iiik-iiI lias thus been fonned to consider Atman and colonial 
((licittons, I would appreciate it  very much il  you would discus* lot 
m iikmih-iiI how- useful you think surli relations would be to both 
|uitics when sini speak ul the iclation* between Congolese political 
leaden and members of the Belgian Parliament 

A W ith  regard to the United Nations and specializes! instilu- 
lions, the Congolese |sopulacv has absolutely no knowledge either 
of the program thev have fur the Congo or of disenisions coiiccmmg 
il.  Vers often the only jxoplc who base any mfonnalkm arc * 
I i j ik K u ] of intellectuals wins base access to certain documents or 
pick up a piece id inform llinn ln-ir and there. The goscmmciit lus 
nn plans fur a news piogram on the subject. We studied this piob 
lem when the Committee of the Pan Afm-.m Conference met ie- 
ten I Is at Conakry, and I made a public date m in i lo be trammitteil 
to the United Nations, urging that a change Ik- nude in the United 
Nations Charter along these lines, unce there is a sciy clear dirtioc 
lion between trust territories and nunautonumous Icliltorics. hi the 
ease id trust territories, such a* the Camcroons, Togol.md, mid 
Kssinda-lhnumli, a United Nations Commission on Tiudecthip 
guci out to inters less the chiefs and the population and i(ucstit>n 
them firsthand about their aspiiatkms and possible complaints 
There is thus permanent surveillance of these tenitories. But in the 
Congo and the other imiuulomiinmis territories, there n no such 
surveillance, and each lunr, for example, that Belgium or any other 
country is questioned on the subject, the reply i« that "these aro 
internal affaiis." Obviously ecilain abuses can ihtu be camouflaged, 
and we base said: il is not bccsiim* these AfiJeans were colonized 
by Ceriums, who were lalei driven out by others. that they arc nosv 
the ones bed colonized; it's became they’ve come under the tmitee- 
slop of the United Nations. Ami stv base aikcd that all African
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Irrn tm ici have Ihe mine statin. Il should he possible 1o make inch 
a change in ihe c lu itc i, bct-iusc we arc as iiuk Ii human being* as 
ihe pcoplo of flu  oilier Aftir.m territories There m int be perma
nent surveillance by Ihe United Nations in all the Afnean Iciiitorics 
A definite elate lim it he ict. 10 thnt within two yean -ill the African 
tcriitnncs will become independent within the framework of inter 
national peace set forth in the United Nations Charter.

When I went to I’Jiit. I had <0 rout a il the npicscnlalivc of 
UNKSCO and get specific information in l l i i i  regard, hccaiuc wre 
have jusl set up n pcimonciil secretarial of the National Movement. 
W e need to have Ihe specific information neersMfy tn know whul 
is gumg on a< the United Nations und learn of in  resolutions ansi 
investigutinm We will thus have an overall view o f the problems 
that concern the Congo and Africa, for oui personal info 1 mat ion. 
and I believe that 1 w ill be able to contact the propel persons. 
There is tin progiain fur this purpose on the port nf the government. 
We tlurcforc want to nuke a pcisutul effort, for the entire popula
tion tu ourcoiin liy is eager In know what it happening in the United 
Nations and m the socialised oigjiiim tums

{)  I believe that these tire plans within the framework of the 
United Nations Inhumation Service for other movements, privately 
organized outside of the government, youth organizations, political 
|vasties and mi on and that in certain caret information is sent 
them. Do vou know of any binaries or organizations that may have 
obtained such information?

A No. 1 tin not know of any. What I do know i« that nrort of 
the libmries thnt have been set up in the Congo arc stale libraries, 
white ;ii .1 matter of fact thcic is a eeitain amount of censorship. 
The only material put in these libraries is what the government 
wants put there, and the Congolese don't iiust them. This is why 
the Congolese make very little use of any of the official libraries run 
by the administration: they pjcfci to order the Isooki they want 
lalhei than visiting a binary where the only thing they find is nnvels 
or uiiim|KHtaii| little banks that don't tell them anything.
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As lot contacts with members of I’arlitmcnt, they arc very ms 
jx it I j u I , because political parties, as they ace organized today, arc 
legitimate representative-' o( die opinion ni the population There 
political parties inuit have tin chaiuc lo he in constant contact 
with memben of Parliament, to Inform mcmbci* of Parliament 
nbotil the probleim ol the country and the futuic piogicss of the 
country. The odimnittnition its*If, however well iulcnlmncil it may 
lie. i i  nut in a position lo know about the pinblcms of the country, 
because very often, even when members of Pailumcnl — the Labor 
Group — visit the Congo, they invite the tribal chief taint who aic 
the administration's iedi intermediaries in to tec llicni; and these 
tribal chieftains tell them only those thing' that w ill please the ad 
mhmlialor, the conttnandanl of the district, and never soy what 
they lliiuk  01 who! the people think, so that these member, ol 
I'orliamcnl me (rec|iiciitly misled; and the conclusions they draw 
finm their minion, Irani thcli v liit to the Congo, do lint always 
reflect the opinion ul the peuplc Hut political pailici, which have 
mi tie< lu the government, winch aic neutral, which really icprcscnl 
the upniiOii of the populace, could prnsidc the Ht-lgiau Ibliliament 
with genuine infornialion. and Unit it is necessity for I’arliament lo 
allow negotiations, to allow dialogues Ixlssecn its nicmlscit and 
political leaden.

I would like lo know what in your opinion the psychological 
reaction svas. on the one hand In white ciiclrs and on the othrr 
build in Afiican circlci, when M i. Cornell's* returned to the country.

A. The icadion of the Kuropc.m population was one o f joy he- 
came it  had demanded that Mr. Cornells remain in office. A delega
tion scat even sent to meet wills the in in iiic t and the king foi tins 
puiposc editions mere circulated demanding tb it  lie he kept in 
o ilier As foi the Congolese populace. I don't know w h it il« psycho
logical icaclions wctc, became at t l i r  lime M i C o riilltt 'i mandate 
vsjs cournmcd. at the lime be relumed to the Congo. I was no

M i. CointlM  <*-*i ike |o%m*o« | r * « r j l  (R d ilO i't ro te  )
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longer in lire country and thus could not tell you wli.il the reaction 
ol tile Congolevc people wot.

£) M i. I.uininuhj. you s|X)kc of the political cditcalion ol the 
Congolese muses, winch wav definitely going lu lie initialed h\ the 
Congolevc moveuvent or by the political parties. 1 would like to ask 
you il  you have a program lor lliis unci t( you tan dctcrilrc >1 in more 
detail today.

A Our program for this i« In be carried nut within the framework 
of thu Congulevc National Movement. We already have chapters In 
Uopuklvitlr. W e have a chapter in cjch community, and chaplets 
have already been set up in many provinces of the Congo; thu activ
ity w ill continue down through (lie end of this year. We will thus 
have chaptcis in the capital city of each territory and in all the 
povlc in l l i r  interior, and each lime l)mt speeches arc given oi 
i ii lime live diicuvilam take place in any area, we will have them 
ininicogrjplvcd. The chapters hold gcucinl meetings, whkh educate 
those wild lake pait in them 'I he u iu iilx n  diicuss the lecture and 
voice l lu i i  uhjectinm. and we arc going lu gel the Icadcrv to organise 
ficspient rlisum ium and in formalise talks within the framework of 
flic  local organizations

We lu s t plans, of comic, to publish u pails ncwtpapci in the 
months to ionic, which will serve as a link bclwcen the parly and 
Its meinhets.

As foi the problems of young |Xopk*. we arc alsu storting youth 
movimcnls as o f now, for Congolese young people have been badly 
neglected for the most part, and we must concern ourselves wllh 
rccrinling and educating them. We will thus have chaptcis in each 
commune, in cadi district, .n well as an organization on Ihc na
tional level. And we will also have unmen's tliaplerv — there arc 
already some. Women have t lr iit  owtt particular problems In this 
way, we w ill t>c able to draw in all levels of flic  population, ill 
eluding women jikI young people, and advertise the programs ol 
civic education fur the people, so to speak, through newtpapers and 
public tc|>orls. In order to do this, I call on out students hero iit
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Helium . They should not only work inward gelling tlieir own edu 
cation; ii wuuld j Iio  Ik  deniable lor litem lo conduct certain stud 
iei and send me suggestions druing my slay here in Belgium or for- 
waul i hem lo me in Leopoldville Here in Belgium they have been 
able lo follow (he efforts lo  organize young people* and wumcii’s 
movements. and I believe they can provide reports on how l l i i t  was 
dune We will have continuing discussion* on Ihc subject between 
university students now in l.uropc und our ruga nital ions in iho 
Congo. Very often loo. when a person is coming home on vaca
tion, lie w ill lie able lo  write us and we w ill go meet him when lie 
arrives, introduce him at a meeting, and have Inin give a talk in (lie 
city on this subject or that. This, il seems lo  me. it  how the con
sciousness o l each individual, of each intellectual, w ill be awakened.

We must concern ouiselves more and more with this cdiKation 
of I Ik  populace. . . .

£). I MB. ardnsii IN. sen eta i v general of ihc League fui ihc Rights 
of Man). "1 lie various Congolese poliUcal parties lliat met in Lu 
luabomg agreed In demand or iccummcnd that a Cungolcte gov 
CrmiKiil Ik  created and insiallcd in odkc in January 1961. I would 
like lo ask M i. Lumumba wliclhcr in luv opinion bimI llia t of Ins 
colleagues tins Congolese government w ill Ik  a government formed 
in a completely independent rtalc of llie Congo, or whether he en
visages an intciim  form of government cnpiymg an autonomy lhal 
would be rather broad bill not absolute and a< Ihc same lime would 
remain within the framework of Belgian sovcieignty, av was the use 
In French Africa and lu British Africa in i«rliriila t?

A. Our position cm lliis subject iv very definite. Il is not a ques
tion o f a diaslic and sudden break with Ihc Belgian adminittialion, 
because we know that in many meat we 1I1II need Belgium's experi
ence. hut w lu l we aie asking for 11 Ihc cslubhrhmeut uf a Congo 
lese govcrnmcul in Ihc month of Juniiary 1961. Once it is set up, il 
i l  this government which, lliiotigh ihc voice uf its legitimate repre
sentatives, will study the filial fmm: either Ihc adoption uf total ill 
dependence or the continuation of certain lies with Belgium. Let



.smu. i<;5<) 87

m suppose, far example, that we do not lusc sufficient cadics at 
lhal lime fm defense, the anny, 01 the M ln ism  of Koicign AfYaus, 
ai it quite possible. Kvtn if  the government i i  alicady scl up. this 
aid eoukl m il he ixovtdcd by Hclgimn. Hill all lin t obviously <ic 
pcinli on the negotiations and the proposals lhal may lie pul he 
foie 111 by the Belgian Parliament, and in the light ol lhe views ex- 
pictted at lhal time by each «ide. I hclicvr lhal a rational fiumula 
w ill be icaelied lhal w ill he much more .iduulagcous lo (lie Con
golese government.

( M i a ko nstiiin ). If I have lightly uudcislood .Mr. I.uiiiiiniha't 
view of the mailer, he hat in mind Ihe cita liliihm cnl in |amiaiy 
i<j6i of a goicrniiicnl t lu l w ill haw  sovereignty and ucgolialc on 
an equal fooling with the Helgian government with rcgaid to Ihe 
final oi lu lu ic fonn of goscnimcnl m ihe Congo and ihe relations 
iKlwecu Hclgium and Ihe Congo.

Moreover, m the tpeerli Mr. t.umumba elclivcreel at the Univct- 
ally of Hrusscls, he declared in answer lo a question concerning l id  
gun investments and in tc ic tli m the Congo lhal, as he lias staled 
here, il was .1 question ncithci of expropriation noi of approptia. 
lion, I111I lhal ouec ihe Congolese government war set lip, i l  would 
naturally, by virluc of i l i  sovereignly, be the judge of which agicc 
meuls picviouily cnleicd inlu by Ihe colonial possci, without of 
course consulting the natives of the country, ought lo he respected, 
and which agiccincnlt, in the vicsv of Ihe Congolese government, 
ought to be subject lo icvilioii. 1 ssoukl like lo aik him the follow 
mg question: J do not doulil for .1 moment die Icgilimacy of such 
a posilmn. Hill I would like lo  know if  he does mil cuteilam cer
tain le.111 ar to llic  possibility of an economic cnsii in the Congo if 
a situation of this soil is cicatcd, that Ii lo  j jy  if a cctlain atmos 
plicic of insccuiity, al least from ihe economic point nf slew, be 
comes widespread; iind whctlicr Ihe Congo in inch a eaic might nol 
run a certain lisk of finding itself in ihe same ulualion lhal has 
confronted many countries in Kastern Hsircpc, namely, having to 
piocccd quite rapidly, with means that aic perhaps iimilhcrcnl in



llic  beginning. from a position i lu i  fiom the economic point of 
view hut advanced very slightly, lo 11k  develop incut o f a modern 
counhy; and if ih ii process. the legitimacy ol which I do not qncs 
lion fm an instant, might not have os an almost inevitable come 
(| lie nee Ihc entrenchment of whul h  euphemistically called A "sliong 
patMer" and which might aim be called more oi ks i of a dictator
ship. In ccitain African states that hove recently been granted their 
indc|>cndeiKc, thcic ore certain cxaiupkr that might perhaps justify 
tlm  fear — and I should like to ask whether this docs not consti
tute u t ln c jl to ihc scrupulous respect o f the lights of m in in the 
Congo, at least in the (ml day* o f its existence us an independent 
nation, a problem that Mr. I.uimtmlsj has slated is of as setious 
concern to him as it is to ns ,

A. I believe that 1 musl speak freely and frankly lo yon with ic 
g.nd to this subject I have often questioned even ntdinaiv work 
ingmen. end Him comhictcd a sort of public opinion poll. I have 
usked them: ' When we have won oui independence, do you think 
we will have lo take this ptopcily hack?" Their answer has been: 
"No. why should we lake it luck? What we want Is ntn (seldom. 
We aren't intcicstcd in  their propci Is at all; the way we sec it. 
when we arc independent conditions niav well change, and we 
may perhaps have mote possibilities and he as licit as the Euro
peans."

I don't think tlicie is any risk involved here, because in all lion 
csly I have oltcn spoken with people from various cbssci of Ihc 
population, and they have no intentions of this sort. Hut as you 
have rightly emphasized, it is possible that certain agreements that 
the colonial power has cnlncd Into ate not compatible with the 
future development oi the interests o f the Congolese slate and that 
a quite normal review of them will Ire undertaken, as Hclgium ot 
any other country in the world would do.

Rul all this w ill be the subject of negotialioni, o f divcussrous, of 
agreements so (hat neither parly is harmed. Even the security o f in- 
vestments will depend on what Ihc Belgian government does to

fs8 m ftn iK C R  apiiicaikk i r t r a i
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hosiers our attainment of sclf-dctcimiinhon. I can say to you: yes, 
1 w ill give you guarantees. But if  tin- people 1ia\c tlic  impression lo 
day i lu l they arc being pmcruled. if they have the impression dial 
Belgian power wishes to delay llic ir emancipation at any price. then 
Die day when tliiv people finally wins i l l  sovereignty bj battle force, 
then' will lx  a tori of vengeance became <if the hit (ernes* that w ill 
have been fell. ‘"Ihat's Ihal." tin ixxiplc will say. '" Ih o c  men arc 
wicked: we have demanded our ng liii for yean and Dies have never 
been willing In give them to m ll i» thiough force or some sorl of 
iutcivciilion Dial we have won out independence; they wcrcil'l like 
to us.”  I lu l  it  ihc in ill i.  and as die ininistci said again yesterday, 
a maltei of people1!  feelings. Hut even though foi Ihc moment 
there has been no recourse lo siokncc ami no hostility toward the 
Belgian administration, un the other hand I Ik  re definite)) arc de
mands being made. Of Die territories (hat aic already aulnnmnout, 
thcic aie some Ihut aie iiidcpcndml anil olhcis that aic presumably 
going lo Ixxome so, and it is to he hoped i lu l  within a few- ytats 
die enlire territory w ill become independent. Hut what do we see? 
The Congo today is line of the rcniili.es farlhcst bclimd, one o f the 
most backward countries from Ihc point of view of political email- 
cipalion. When one visit* Br.i/zavilk. which is kss advanced than 
Leopoldville from cveiy pain I of view, one find* niumtcis, depu 
tics, a prime minister who it an ablx. Bill (here Is absolutely 
nothing being done in the Congo. I have Die impression that Ihc 
Belgians do not want lo help ns gel ahead. So ssc arc Ixginuing In 
doubt Belgium's sincerity.

B ill if we now draw up a list uf demands and Brlg iiiiii lays: "A ll 
light, we'll give you your autonomous government, hut we waul se
curity and don't want lo lose w h ll we've already invested in the 
Congo or w lu l we're now willing lo invest for economic develop
ment," then the people will be satisfied. W lien we first asked for 
our sovereignty, tin y  helped us, and I re.idily admit Dial (lies 
closed then eyes lo ccilain rules, if  only (or mural reasons, llsit these 
men will lx  compensated for the benefits they have extended us;
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we have reserved certain privileges for them Belgians w ill be given 
preference at regards investments and ilic  hiring of technician). All 
l l i i i  depends, however, on whether Belgium grants oui wishes .it 
this point. O lhcrwiic all the rest w ill be resolved without any fear 
on mu pail. W l i i t  I am expressing are my dcc|*st feelings, and 
they air ilie feelings o f the people. Our feelings me going to change 
if  we ate disappointed by the regime

£>. You said yesterday that the population, which used to mini- 
lier at least thirty million, has declined to five and a half million. 
W lu l is the source of these figures? W ho made inch a population 
study in the past?

A I am happy to answer you. Read a woik entitled The I-'uture 
o/ f/rp Congo h  ‘Hircaleiied, written In M i. Delcommunc, one of 
the men who Imilt I he Congo. It is on old work that can be found 
in the government's <iffici.il hbraitct.

Q. Do you believe th.il the Congolese masses ore really inter
ested in the political problem yon base |USl I old us about? Isn't 
their confidence in you simply n desire to icgain llic ii dignity?

A A ll the Congolese masses, bolh thoie in the big cities and 
those in the Inleiior, am uelively inlcieslcd in this problem. Miey 
are far more revolutionary, in fact, than we arc. They ate fearful — 
they arc afraid of reprisals — hut they aic bell I ml us. The masses do 
not always dare cxpiesi themselves and piescnt their demands to a 
police commissioner or an administrator, hut when we go among 
them, it is they who urge us on; they want to go ahead much faster 
Ilian we do. But as reasonable men, we think Ih li over and do nut 
agree, wo believe that it w ill lake at least. . .

Q. Arc you going lo seem to be some soil of traitors in the eyes 
of the manes if  you try lo put the brakes on a little?

A. Not at all, because It it  out duty to educate, to inform these 
masses and tell them: “ We quite agree, your dciitc is legitimate, 
hut there arc difficulties' And the manes understand and fallow 
its.
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y  Would llic  Congolese National Movement allow whites lo 
join it t  iJuki?

A 'I'lic MNC k not an antnvhitc movement. It n not uciit. If 
a sincere Kmopcan, whose iiilciilium  wc wcii* certain of, wanted 
to join our morcnient. the comniillcc wmild study the question 
find then decide Hut wc naturally c.iuunt accept op|>OTtiinistt or 
Spies in oiii ranks whose cmh reason for coining to us would Ik  lo 
ailcmpl tu subvert ihc movement 

y .  I t  il difficult lo  know w lidhei Kuropcam arc finrcic?
A. We know whether Ihcv are m mil, licrausc live Kinupcanv 

wlm aie in the Cuugo have been Ihcic loi a munlicr of scan. We 
know how- they behave toward Africans. And if  l l i i i  kumpean or 
Dial h jv always been friend I)- tow aid Afmaitv, there is no p io likm , 
we .icccpl him. K ill if  we know Ihal he has always been a reaction- 
a i\ who is iig jim l oiii euianiipatinii iiiid i i  now coming to us only 
out of a w it  of opportunism, we are pctfcclly aware Ihat it  n 
hy|Mieris>.

y .  A pencil wIki was unable lo attend the lecture has w ill in a 
qucitioii Ihal we arc going lo .nk in i t i  final rtiuh ilion t, the Accra 
CnnferciKc took a stiong stand in fjvor of (lie lo l.il independence 
nf Afiica by 1^60. Hill not all the African territories will be Ireed 
of (ohiuial guaiili.iushlp by that date. This w ill obvinuily be Uk 
coie in (lie Congo. They will thus be going counter lo  the resolu
tion. As a u ic iiiIk ! of Ihc I'c iiiuucnt Committee of Accra, can you 
tell 11s whether it  has envisaged any sort of ad ion, any utcasuiev tu 
hasten llic indc|KiKlcncc ol these s jliom  lerrilorici? What are 
these mcjsnics — either overt or covert?

A Obviously, categorical icw hjtion i were passed, mid llicrc were 
rcprescuijlivei of jliim sl all the already independent states at the 
Accra Conference. There wcie also representatives of certain inter- 
national power And Ihe I'cimancul Coinmillec i» the a- to see 
that this policy Is applied in llic vaiious tenitorici. 'I lia t is why, in 
the coie uf South Africa fm example, where » t  know Ihcic hus



9» mfMcNM »i» ii-\in i srrr.cn

Ik c u  notorious lud  faith, wltcrc I licit- <« not much reason In l>o|>c 
lor the liberation of (he Africans who li\c there. a Isoycotl « «  dc- 
cI.iicd, and il was decided that economic picsstiic would he brought 
(o bc.ii wi that llteic would be .) boycott of merchandise coming 
iuln or uut n( South Africa In all the independent stales lli.il might 
lake |).m in economic exchanges. Certain Western slates .iho agree 
with m and arc going to act along the same line*, withnsit pcrlupi 
Inking .1 public stand. Mmal pressure m il likewise be excited Pen- 
pie arc going to think and say that exploitation is now m il of tlic 
question, that the United Nations now exists, l lu t  intcinalinn.il 
forums now t-xisl. These people w ill hasc anonymous abmc heaped 
ii|>ou them People will likesvise Ikcoiuc aware o f the fact l lu l  pu 
lillc.il cnslasement on the domestic veciic Is now out o f the ques
tion and that they must free themselves.

So I think th.il these civilizing, Christian stale* aic eventually 
going lo realize that it Is nof at all in thcli Interests to me force to 
perpetuate a policy that is hound to collapse soonct or later despite 
all their efforts Hie mtcicsls uf such powers do not he in dmni 
na lm i these peoples politically, lint hi guaranteeing the economic 
interests of financiers, of merchants, uf all those who hast- invested 
money in the Congo I base talked with lots nf them who tell mC: 
Mr. lAimumha, you can have your economic independence tumor- 

lOW. We approve of this The only thing wc'ic concerned ubonl li 
making sure that om investments in the Congo will lx  safe and we 
w ill nul he harmed As for your political independence, the mo 
ment we arc assuicd that everything will lie .ill light, we ounclvcs 
will put pressure on the government to give you yuut independence, 
because once a government it independent, capital n much more 
secure than when |>eopk arc still thinking: 'What's going to hap' 
pen tomorrow; what's going to happen later cm?' ”

I visited Guinea and saw f-reiuhimn whu told me "M r. Lu
mumba, we »rc better off nusv Ih.m we were under the old h'tcncli 
administration. Our interests aic belter served by the African ail- 
minlsliation thou by the old French functionaiics. And now that
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Ihc stale it  independent. Ihc government even duct tu favors that 
the colonial regime never did." And I have heard llie tame tori c l 
thing in Ghana. Anil I hate aim teen .1 number of request' on the 
p u t of I*icnchllicit who once fcatrd that Hie Gtirncjus would go 
on the rampage and icize I In 11 piopcity. All th ii i t  a rcmmdci that 
I hough they left the country on the etc of independence, and even 
jf lc r tt ird , they hate now begun In atk the government to allow 
them to return to Guinea. 1 u w  a numlici of requests of this tort 
in the ministries. And 1 do not believe that at prevent Iheic i t  any 
(ivilired country capable of mtcmatically planning to enslave thac 
people despite everything. I don't think. 1 don't lielicvc, there it 
any tuch countty— except perhaps Sunth Africa or 1'nrlugjl.

Jkan VAN in a o r In the caso ol South Africa, it m int lie void 
that I lu te .ue ( t ill several important political figmet 111 Belgium 
who arc good friendt of tlu  leaden in Smith Afiica, who arc often 
well received here, and out livl nf accusations sssuil include the fact 
lh.il 111 the United N’tlionv and in the T im lccsliip Gommiuion 
Brlgiutn Iij* too often been the only one to side with South Africa 
when it  Came to voting on a number of motions for the liberation 
nl the African peoples made by the Afio Asiatic countries. Thiv 
muvI he icvorded in the hlack Iscok against Belgian |» licy on the 
iilteinational plane. I know that there haw not been w ry many ol 
m who have denounced this paternalist attitude ol Belgium in the 
United Nalioin down through the years, hut I believe that we must 
continue to point this nut and ahotc all hope that it w ill cosnc tu 
an end and that in the future we w ill nol see Ihc Belgian delegates 
on the l iiutccslnp Commission side with South Afiica ton fie 
qucntly when votes are taken.

I'AiMicr MIM1IMIA. In this rcgaul, 1 d u ll take the lilseity of 
saving that I definitely iceall Ihc timet Belgium voted in favm nl 
South Africa This did Belgium's cause enormous damage in the 
Congo When llio  press icported it, I heard Africans in all Ihc 
cafe* saying: "Belgium Is siding with South Africa, and this proves
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that she is Jiving to institute' (lie n ine policy in the Congo; we've 
ulrcasly seen signs of it i»» Katanga, wlicic these people want to 
rieulc 'J second .South Aftica." 'I his did Belgium's cause iinmense 
hut in in the minds of the populate, and people looked with great 
disfavor on Belgium for having shied with inch a power Ixcause it 
was imperialist, in older to num tjm  its position in certain tern 
tones. Very often during my liavclv in Africa, i  have met Afiicans 
of indepciulctil com itiici who attend UN  meetings and who have 
told me; "Belgium is a had power." Hveiy lime a |xiwcr is ccmmcsl 
foi its bad colonial administration, even in the <jic nf Iwauce, Bel
gium has always voted on lliut poss-ci's tide. And these colonuliit 
poweii foim a bloc within the United Nations in eider to defend 
tlicii potiliosi at all lim n . This has dune Belgium's cause tniinuaus 
haim and it may have caused rcpeumnnnt in the Congo. What 
you have pointed out so dearly it  of such gseat importance that I 
believe llu t  Belgium ought to he careful, because cvciythmg she 
sloes in the United Nations ■« watched very closely by the people 
in the Congo.

2  I would nonetheless like to pul Mr. Lumumba somewhat on 
his guard against this happy and |Oyoui optimism he fcch with re
gard to the independence primmed lire Belgian Congo, and tell 
him to be a b il wary of what he Calls colonialism, which is a force 
that is fat (m ill being dead I would thcrefuic like to ask him if  he 
hns any specific measures in mind m the Congo with rcgaid In the 
whiles tlicic. I am going In tell you ill plain wools that when pco 
pic Itcic in Belgium ip<ak ol the whiles in the Congo, they m) 
"Their lime hat come, tlic ii death knell lias stumdcsl. thcy'ic going 
to he ‘kicked mil on their asses.' *' This is the language sou hear in 
the streets.

I uiideiitauil void feeling and youi view of the matter scry well. 
I agree with them comphlcly B ill I believe that your movement 
should nonetheless apply a little pressure with Kganl to this aspect 
of the problem by telling the Belgians who ire there —  above all
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the m u ll fry, who, at you have |»ut it  so well, often feat lot the 
stable i i IojIkjk they've created for themselves (the fact that their 
Inline is accuse alter two or three contracts) — that you don't 
waul to ’’kick them out" lug and baggage bee bum; you’ve seen 
enough of tlum , at they rmy imagine.

I must say, in all truth, that I find you ovtioplim istk, since you 
seem lo believe that independence is going to give the Congolese 
people their sovereignty. One question muncdialcly arises W o must 
look at lire comic events w ill take. I.et us say that the Congolese 
Parliament Is set up. You form a government and yam Parliament 
(Miser new laws. It it in  jbsnhitr fact that one o f the furl things 
yon must do is make sure that Congolese young people have a min 
miuui of education; this is something we have done here too. If you 
wish tn emancipate yam |>cuplc. i! you waul to misc Ihcii level, you 
nmsl Ixgisi by leaching them to read jik ! write.

Lire second thing, and perhaps this second point is mote impof 
lanl llu n  the fust, i i  In raise ihe standanl nl living ol workers, and 
Ikic  I think you will soon conic up jga iiu t the coknualist powcri 
Ih i l  he, even il  they a ir not in youi government. IxcautC to ipeak 
of " i iit iu g  Ihe standard of living" it aho to speak of "cu lling down 
the dividends" and thus the profit 011 capital inscited by Hie great 
Belgian trusts, such as the iio ln iinu i Union M iu ilic  in Katjuga, to 
niciition put our company.

Thcie is no doubt that even though we ate mdtpendent, we en
counter vciy venous resistance lic it  every lime the woikcit tiy to sc
enic a belter standard of living, and it  is bound to be the same m 
your countiy as in mm. This, muicover, is obviously the tacit view 
dial we arc already running into m rhit eounlry: "Yes, Inti once 
they arc masters in I heir country, how will Ihe Congolese go about 
gelling themselves out of double? 'I l ic  fust tiling they'll do h ask 
(or thing!, they'll slsiit making demagogic demands. They won't 
gel thcmiclves out of double, it 'l l be a mest, i l ' l l  Ik anarchy . . . 
it 'l l lie absolute chaos." Certain people are even going to go to  far 
as to say that the day you get your independence you'll tear each
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oilier apart. I'm  vimply Idling you in a very haphazard sort of way 
what people's opinions are: they're i l i l l  admittedly very txickwjrO 
in Ihcii lliinking. Rut I fell you this so you'll know that that's 
xvliat people arc thinking. and 1 must tell you that even in gov
ernment circles, despite I he sweel smiles they're giving you. there 
ore many people who arc more or Icia »tying: “ We're going to have 
to keep these |xoplc on a leash a while longer, we'ic going lo have 
to ton them n lilt lc  lump of sugar. . . And that's why I’m tell
ing you lo keep your eyes open. [App/erwr]

A. 1 ice your point. As specifically icganlt the education of the 
people, tlm  is what the situation is: a w ar ago, the budget fur cdu- 
cation was cut in the Government Council, even though the budget 
for education in .j colonized countiy ought lo lie the largest item of 
expenditure. It lakes money to train cadres, lo train technicians. 
Hut instead the budget lu i  now been jurcvl down. Rut i f  we have 
nur country in our own hands, the laigest budget, the most ample 
budget w ill he that for education. There aru provisions in om pio- 
gram for vending a thousand students per province In Huropc, linn 
making a total uf six thousand slush ills whn will attend Kuio 
pean univcnitici, specialized schools, and technical and professional 
schools. And all this w ill lie thanks to funds that w ill be set aside 
on a priority basis: for instruction, for the training o f cadres, foi 
scholarships. What is being done today? We arc planning step by 
step: in such and such u ycai we arc going to educate university 
students, the following year we'll do something else, and so on.

As fnr the funds for this, well, we w ill have them because for the 
moment we arc receiving almost no benefits from, or an imignif 
icant share of. all our wealth and all our raw materials, everything 
that constitutes the sources of revenue of the nation. Rut if  we take 
over our country tomorrow, the national revenue will be devoted 
exclusively to improving the living standards of the workers. Mow 
can we be expected to improve the living standards o f workers 
when we have a colonial power that siphons nff all the profits? I 
agreo with you absolutely. . . .
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y .  Can you fell me the figure.) on the distribution of revenue m 
the Congo?

A. Unfortunately, I am not an cenuomitt. I don't know what 
these figures arc, hut they have been published.

mm. .vnosemiK. Only otic lim it lias been made of Ihc d itlub ll 
lion ol revenue in Ihc Congo, the one made by Ihc Central Hank 
of I lie Belgian Congo and of RwjiiiIj Biuuudi mid publivlicd mine 
lime Iasi year Out of jii animal lo t j l  icvcilllc of « *ty  billion, hall 
goev lo I lie Congo Icio and Ihc oilier half lo private companies and 
la m . "I hit i i  roughly the ilivliilm liun. 'I lic tc  t la lit lic i can (Kiliapi 
lx  ihv|mlc<1, however, bccauK Ihcv arc exticmcly hard lo come by.

| i:.vn van im anr * lh it Mine vcn depleting act of slatiilict Iclli 
in lhal 30.000 lr.urO|Kaui working in Ihc Congo have incomes 
equal,0 01 I'ighet lhan 1.300,000 black wage earucii. Su we mini 
be very waiy, became Ihc government's poiilinu, even lhal defended 
hy M i. I’ I I .  .Spank, w ji lhal in aclual fa il Ihc Congo covl Belgium 
money But a lengthy <00 page lim it ,  p iih liilicd by a professor ai 
the Uuiveitity of Biuttelt, proved lli.il tlie Congo had never cost 
Belgium anything. . . .

pa h ic k  I.UMMMM And that's hue. The Congo i t  Ihc Only ffll 
nny m Ihc woild ili.il liav nude Ihc mullicr cnunlry tidier, whcicat 
everywhere cite i l  hat been Ihc mother roiiutrict that have point'd 
untuld amnuutt of money into developing their colonici. . . .

y .  How was the "tingle ila lu t"  received by Afiicam?
A. "Single status'* wji waimly welcomed only by lltc  agenlv nf 

Ihc government. Ixcauvc il did not benchl employees m Ihc private 
tcdo i at all. looking back, I know that il did m il aroutc any greal 
ciithiMMMi). despite everything; bul vvlul hat hap|>cued now? I line 
hat been a downgrading ol funeliont. llsou who were appointed as 
legal drafhmcn or icriito iia l sgenlv did nut |x ifo in i the same (line 
tiuni ai Kuiopcan draltsiucn ol the same rank So I have seen 
draltviiKii in LtO|>o1dvillc who don't want lo be called lhal, who 
tay: "I'm  jutl an ordinary ckrk, they've played a duly lock an ns.
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there's nothing m it for Uf a I all, wc'vc simply been given a fancy 
litlc. ‘ I hey look us oil so as lo play politics, b ill from Die poiut of 
view of prestige, we don't pciform llic  tame fuiiclions as Kutopcan 
draftsmen.’* At a result, the "tingle notin ’* is losing all meaning and 
is no longer valued even by those who have Iscncfited from it. Ami 
I have spoken to the minister about this

Q. Did he seem to agree?
A Yes, because lie didu'l know am thing about it. I told linn 

how it was, because these aic little  things that happen cvciy day in 
she Congo that lie has no knowledge of. I Ic has lo he told

Q. Mr. laniuniiba, he would do well to take m on at advisers. 
Docs he have good black advisers’

A. I don't think so. Hie only adviteis he lias arc Kuiupcnns who 
mislead him.

£>. 1 don't know il the nativci, or rather those who live in native 
villages, arc part of these mattes.

A. In what area of activity?
£). Are you speaking of the |>oliti<jl aspect? You were toying 

that the masses all backed you. We would like to know if  young 
slcrv me that enthusiastic alsoul independence mid liberation, even 
in the villages.

A. Yes, in the village! as well That is why I have raid that wx 
were planning to otgviiiire groups in the villugcv m the months lo 
come. In the large villages, we arc counting on oigauiniug chapters 
to be headed lay agronomists, by iiscdic.il assistants, by tcachcis, as 
rapidly at poitiblc. At soon a< I return to the Congo, we aic going 
to leucli the musses, if  our finances permit, become if we do not da 
to (and thus far we have not), there me colonialists in the interior 
who will keep trying to set the rural |>opulacc against the Ulbjli 
populace. . . .

Mr. Lumumba, I would like lo ask tun if  you me planning to 
extend your activities to Kwamhi lhirum li. Have you already had 
contacts with people thcic?

A. Yes, we alicady have a nucleus in Kwaiida-Buiundi. Thcic
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arc y$,ooo Congolese in Rwanda-llimuidi. They have written us to 
lay llu il they tiaiiiiully ilo not enjoy the same right* a* the native* 
nf the country, but that they have gotten .1 foothold there and that 
something mint he done. We ate tn cnmtanl contact with people in 
Kwattdi-niiriindi. At the l.uluabouti; Congress there were two rep 
lescntalivcx who had come by car all the wav from Rwanda Riiriindi 
to l.uluibourg, which proves how aware they ate of this problem. 
There was one Congolese and one Rwandese. The Rwandese who 
war there caned the possibility of forming n federation between the 
Congo and Rwaiicla-Huiimdi mice the two countries became hide- 
(undent. So we already me engaged in ailion that lias icachcd quite 
fai down among Congolese living in Rwanda Huniwli.

y  Mr. Lumumba, I would like to ask you Ate yon mnic or let* 
ficc to |HihliciKe yuur effort', youi point of view in the cities and 
communes of the Congo? !)n yon hast: the right to organist meet 
inginud hold public conferences?

A. Yes, we have the right to do so. but scry often we arc perse
cuted. You remember the telegram 1 lent to the minister, wbkb was 
published in all the Ilclgiaii iiewspaptis In order to l>c able tn bold 
a public meeting, it is nccest.iiy to ask the permission of the first 
burgomaster, and vety often lie demands to be told the num lxr of 
organisations, their names, (heir addresses, and frequently there 11 
is k I i  ud  tape as having to announce the approximate number of 
people who will attend the meeting — though not because Ihcic 
w ill be a great many nf them — and vre aic often the object of tins 
icscie .soil nf harassment.

J am o f couiie able to icpnit that we have freedom when the 
meetings t ie  private. In inch a case, we do not need pcnniuion.

In the large cities there is a little more freedom, but m the in 
lenoi there is none at all. I know a clerk who has just been given > 
prison sentence, or received one some time ago. because lie tiicd to 
orgjuirc a chapter of the M N C  in Inongo Me was hauled into 
comt and got into all 101I1 of trouble So you sec that this is no 
guarantee in the Congo.
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Q. Would you have moic freedom ui Belgium than in the 
Congo?

A Abtolntcly. . . .

During his stay in Itrussvls, I.uniuinfcj rent a correction to the 
Chmtkni>emocraHc daily of Leopoldville

LK IT K R  TO THK GOUKKIEH irA F M Q V R

Brussels, April a8. i<3̂ <j
Dear Sir:
Ro; Correct tan

A Belgian subscriber to your paper who attended the Iccluic I 
gave on April ax sit the I-'rcc Umvaiity of HmvscU lint |iisl pannl 
mi to me — along w illi an expression of Irii indignation — the 
April â . iq$9 issue uf the Courtier ( f  i\ftique, in which sou (Minted 
on inoccurufc tumnuryof Ihi* kctiuc.

What i i  even more serious and borders on malice is llic  lad 
ihut yon ulluwed yourself singularly lodivtorl my wonl«.

T h ii scarcely surprises me. for I am sprite Harare ol Use aly 
campaign being waged against me in the Congo, either d licdly, 
or in nnderlumded w jy i. And for good icaion' Ikcausc along with 
other freedom fighters. I with to defend nui people* cause.

An all out effort (tin lie made to dc»l ioy us. lint in llic  end the 
Im tli always wins out. ‘Ihc people themselves will ice what it  hap 
polling. 1 now have inevitable proof.

'f l ic  I lord paragraph of the article published in ymn pipe i con 
taint Ihis carlicmcly cmioui phrase (invented out of whole cloth hy 
my detractor!) T in  head of the M N C  alto vigorously protected 
against the attitude of the leaden of the Abdfto, ciitidxing /hem in 
particular for /lumiHuf ing their Hock brothers.

Kvetyonc who attended my lecture in Belgium It astonished in 
see such bad faith on llic  part of the leader o f the colonial picss.
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As d nutlet nl feet, everyone knows that in the couiic of my 
lee I me I severely crilicucd, not the leaden ol the Aboko but rather: 

( i ] the ila lcm cnti maili in Brussels hy M i. Van lleeke, the 
burgomaster of Leopoldville, who called blacks "ficusicd families," 
ami

(a) the leaden of the Jnl<tf<<ICrjl«, who look it upon them
selves to attack the leaden nf the Aluko, in particubi Mr. Kau- 
nibu. Mr. Kama, nod Mr. N rcxi

I protested the fact that the Uaden o l the lu lc if& kra le  had 
allowed (hcnncKxf In lie maneuvered hy the whites into hum ili
ating theii liik im go brothers, when all ol in  mutt unite to build our 
country.

I olio piulestcd against the fact that no Bukongo burgomaster 
was invited to accompany the gioup of notables visiting Belgium at 
present. I called such a discriminatory policy tu the attention of 
His Kxcclkncy the Minister

Moreover, in the tounc ol the lecture delivered on Friday, 
April 24. by His Kxccllcncy Minister Van llcmclrijek, I called 
upon him publicly to make it possible lor M i. Kaiavubu and all 
Hie political exiles to return to the eouuli) The latlei m int lie al
lowed to iCMimr their noimal life in the country. Theii contribu
tion is nceciiaty in uidei to set up the new institution) that have 
Ixcn announced.

Ilia Excellency the M in iitc i aiiswcicd me in the dfSmnilisc nod 
I thank Inin for his understanding altitude.

Many circles in Belgium appreciated the position I publicly 
look in favor of the leaders of the Abako, and the entire Belgian 
press took notice of it.

How eoukJ 1 have possibly defended my Bakongo brothcii and 
demanded lhal they lie allowod to ictum to the Congo, and at the 
tame lime condemned them?

The Rctga Agency, which you rite in the dateline o f your dis
patch, dcnici that 1 made the false statements you attribute to inc
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Moreover, Hie dispatch sen I out by this agency, a complete copy of 
which is in my possession, proves this.

I stale once again to you — one! jour readers must Ik  informed 
of this fact, once and foi all — llio l the leaders of the M N C  are 
continuing to support solidly both llic ii ftakongn brothers and all 
those who arc fighting for the greatest good of tire Congo.

fiver aware of the role that 1 have taken upon myself, I w ill 
never allow myself to he intimidated l>y Hu campaign o f harass 
merit and calumny that lias been directed against me Nothing — 
neither threats nor Insults — can stop me

In ordci to allow your lantern to sliino with sm even hrighlcr 
light. I enclose a copy of an authentic report of my lecture pub
lishes! in the Belgian press.

1 would Ik  obliged to you If you would publish it in exferuo 
in yom next edition. T l i l i  w ill enable your waders to ice preciscly 
wliat I said in thcconivcof my lecture.

‘I he pi esc nt correction Is to he published at the same lime as 
the rcpoit mentioned above.

Yours sincerely, 
I’atrici: Lumumba

0 » Avgtttl IQ5Q, the governor of </io /kovimcu of Kami pro
ceeded to arrest lUiluba leaders and pfcsce Alkeit Kelonfi under 
/mute direst in Hole. T in  administration mm led to deprive the 
Kasai M N C  of it* leaden — at the very moment that if wtu pro
posing to meet with the political parti* < to discuss the guastron of 
elections. This war alw  the beginning of a conflict between llalubat 
and Luluai that became mote and more tragic before if  finally 
came to an end after independence In June >960. Lumumba re
acted immediately to there events, as t in  tuhseqinnt documents 
testify.
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TKI.KCKAM TO  I I IK  MINISTKK

August +  1959
Since Mr. Kalunji ii 3 senator, wc bcliew he should nut have 

been autsted fur such an oidinjis eiiiwc (ucia l haired) withuut 
pnoi consultation with the minister ol the Congo.

We do not believe that l l i i i  i i  lire proper moment lo proceed 
with nrictls unde 1 ilic  provisions of article 75b.

We seriously doubt that there measures arc ol a w it  tu bring 
peace tu this country and preicrvc lire ixlmmistnition’t  pictlige.

The runu ly  for the political distension that liar set the Bnhibjs 
against the ].u liu r doer not lie in lire drier lion in which the legal 
anllmritics ul Knsai arc attempting to move ‘I he solutions arc to 
l>c found elsewhere.

We ic<|iKsl >oui prompt intervention in unlcr that Mr. Kalonji 
may he iclraicd.

O il fitly  16, 1959, Ihere had been a split w ithin III* M N C . brought 
about by lUo, Adoula. Kimhirnbi, Nguele, <ind NguJuid, who /wined 
c joint board 0/ directors in o/d«; lo restrict Ih 1 <k fadu frown Ihdl 
Patrice Lvmuuilte hud auumed through h i 1 continued defiorr. The 
vary l in t  day, ihe latter coded u special meeting lo  rq tc l iho deei 
riorii of this "Central Committee "  But from this w om en! on, Ihe 
M N C  nai lo  be divided into two separate foeUom, on (ho one 
hand the l.unmmb<j-MKC, which t f l i l  sought Ihe uipporl of the 
un ite  Congo, and on Iho o lh tr hand the Kolonji-M NC, identify 
mg itself only with Ihe Jldinbdi 0/ Krtldi diitl lytopoldrille. Deiftile 
t if ii diifdgonum, o fltr  Kalonfi'i im/urio>mi«rjt Lumuinbo decided to 
icdte for LuJudhourg in order to defend him. T/m fotJouing ap
peared on Aogoil 1 a.
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AN N O U N C EM EN T BY T H K  M N C  C O N C KR N IN C  TH E  
PO LIT IC AL S ITU ATIO N  IN LULUABOURC

A« llic public knows, Mr. Palikc Lumumba, Bcrtin I'umba, and 
Hnithckmy Mujanayi, respectively the president-general of the Con 
Roktc National Movement, the vkc-piesidcnl of the InierfCdecalc, 
and the delegate of the Muluba Solidarity Movement, went to I n 
luahourg on Friday, August 7. in Older to examine firsthand the 
situation that has just arisen in the capital ui the province u! Kasai 
Isccause of the ancst of Mr Albert Kalonji. Mr. Evariste Kalonji, 
and Mr. Albert Nyembwe, leaden of the MNC and the Mulubo 
Solidarity Movement 

The delegation was received on Friday evening by the governor 
of the pmvincc. Mr. dc Jaeghcr. The meeting lasted one hour and 
a half.

In a letter sent to the governor, the hadcrs irons Ixupoldvillc ex 
pressed Ihcinvelvn m the followiiiR tetnrs, ninoug olheis

'The aim of our mission in Liihiabauig It to enter into contact 
with you, as the head of the province, and alio uilh the various 
classes of the population in older to find common gioundi for agree- 
rnent concerning the situation obtaining at present in (he province 
of Kasai.

’Hie essential aim of this mission is to arrive, through wgotij 
Imns that we wish to proceed to engage in, at a calming of tumbled 
minds and the reconciliation of the two antagonistic imups. i.c., 
the Lnlnai and the naluhas,

Infoimalmn guthrird from various sources indicates that the 
present political tension uas brought about by Ibr ailiilrary anvil 
ol Mr. Albeit Kalonji. Mr. Kvaiistc Kalon|i, and Mi. Albeit Ny 
cinbvsc, who have commit led no other Clime than that of legiti
mately and peaceably defending their political beliefs.

No cilm injl act appean In have been committed In the exerciie 
nf these freedoms.

The populace both of I.uluabouig and of other irgioni of the
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Congo it  highly indignant at Ihc mcouitcv liken by vour adminis
tration.

Tlictc nicaiuici ate a dirccl came ol Ihc prevent stile of appro 
henttun in Ihc piuvimc ol Xaiai in pailiciitir and thiotighool the 
Congo in general.

We bclicvt III at il n povublc In arrive ul a peaceful settlement 
of these mcitk lit v

In Older Ivclli > in Ini fill our minion, may we ask yon: 
f t )  to lie to kmd ai to fuinith ui a precite explanation ol llic 

chargev brought agjinil Mcun. Allien Kakm|l, Uvanvtc Kakmji, 
.ind Albeit Nyunbwc;

(a) In inform ut of llic cute! number ol persons anctlcd In date 
foi live nine icavoni. (or il hav vane lo out Attention that metal 
othcl jkiuiih luve been imprisoned in llic tail two day);

( } )  lo gn itl ut tpcei.il pcituisnnn to hold M general meeting lo 
which wc w ill invito all rd Ihc Aliie-an populate ol I.iiliialxitng, at 
w-cll oi Ihc icprcvenlaliic* of the adniinivtulion. Policing mat be 
uqiurcd on lin t oceation.

T ill* conference, live unit of which n In calm people'i mimli. 
will have beneficial effect*

Along llusc aainc llnrv. have asked I In bxccllcney llic Pin! 
Huigomjilcr to give n* p u n  allowing m lo go cboul at nighl aflu 
curfew.

Such pjsset have Irc ii refuted uteiiibeit of I Ik- delegation. at hat 
pcrimstiou In hold a meeting tu inform Ihc people M catuio in 
d ilu ting a cut few ami forbidding public avvcinbly arc >1)11 in tflcvl 
According lo reliable infomiation, Ihc odminisltalinu will nol lift 
llictc nicjiurc.v a* long as ihc pohlical delegation from Leopoldville 
temains m Lulualinurg. cvpecially Mr. I.utnumba. since il  is feared 
i lu i  he will rake jclvjuiagc of these meeting* lo iiuloclrinale Ihc 
mavvei.

Despite Ihcvc measures, Ihc delegation hat had uumetous and 
f iu ilf i i l contacts with Ihc African populace.

In .1 icqutsl veil I from l.tiluahotirg lo the mlnlsUr of ihc Congo 
and Rwanda-Utuundi, Messrs. Lumumba, Tuntba. and Mujanoyi 
have vviitleii Ihc following:
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The adminitltdlion ippncnlty refccli our collaboration and all 
ihc tuggctliont we have put before it with the -uni of ealmniK pco- 
pk 'i mindi and bunging about the rcconellijlaoii of Ihc two an- 
lagonutK gioupi.

KvtMtliing that hat Iiccii done to date dcmomtialtt that the ad 
miniilialion chcOKi In perpetuate i  dinialc of Iciioi ami unrest 
among I lie poixilacc lalhea titan remedy Ihc utuilion I hr nuastm t 
that it hat taken ate enmidned by Ihc populace lo he tu n il ic .  
Aire»li arc tilin g  place almost everywhere and ccitain black func 
lionaiici of Ihc administration have alto been imprivoiscd.

We uigcntly implore srosi lo la ic I hi- situation in hand and 
kindly:

— nine an order fleeing Ihc political leaden who base been at* 
idled and jcnl Into exile Treeing them will bring peace In tin 
province. A« long aa these men ate in pmon and exiled, Ihc unrest, 
which threaten! In Ikcosik worse in Ihc weeks l« come, will per
n'll. The •dwlnntiatlon will gain nothing by allowing tuch a ailu- 
atlon lo (Onllnue.

— tend a cvnimlnlon of Inquiry lo Kav.ii. foi llie tiliuliun there 
la iciy confuted.

We die doing u lu t we- can lo udsne Ihc populace la icnuin 
Calm and collected.

We impatiently await tour reply in OkIci to lie able lo inform the 
populace-.

We have ceMtfideiKe in yon and hope that your personal action 
will soon help loealm people'« minds.

On Saturday. August u ,  l.umumlia tclcphnticd Ihc O lirc t  nf the 
M in itlcr in Hritttcls In order to ilrcw  llie  need lo inltc innnediate 
alept.

In addition lu  Ihix telephone eoiivcrtalion, llie delegation senl 
Ihc following telegram to the minister

w-i: coNriNM arpaaarKia'iioni amd iiim iOM i: CALL* madk todas 

kaiai I'oruiAct v h v  in m i ax raj simjusiifikd arikh* rot i i i i  ai 
i.ratom sroi* im ki you uic your men avtiiori iy io  mxorii n i f  ii 
iMMrniAii »i:itAir to avoid smhkkii nt«HiRiiAKCM« vtoi- him ax
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t iu s r . ix D H fi m a i i .v  io k  rust s w in g  c a i.m  n o r  iM rA T iM c n .v  a w a i i  

y o u r  or.cuio.v n o r  m r u n r u u . v

MiifANAYl —  Delegate, Mnlnho Solidarity' Movement 
T u m is a  —  Delegate. InlcrfCdCfulc 
L u m u m b a  — President, N.ilionnl Movement

t.uluahourg it relatively calm. Mil- |x.oplc arc in a ita tc of ap 
prehension. The populace i t  impatient!) awaiting the in in itter'i re 
p it to the icpictcnlationi made by tin delegation fiom Leopold 
vlltc. I l i i i  delegation it leaving Luluabonig loduv, August u .  foi 
l it  f in l turn through the piovincc to publicum its cfloitr.

• n i l -  POSITION OP T I IK  M N C : BOYCOTTING 
11 IK  KI.KCTIONS

Augusl i j .  1959
The Executive Committee fit the Congolese National Movement 

unnoimeei to all Its mcmhcit and um path irc it that it hat ju tl been 
infonned that lovcial members of the M NC nf the Provincial 
Chapter of Kasai have k e n  lentenccd In fnnr months in prison 
following the events in I.ulu.ilioutg.

It calls upon all Congolese to join together to dcsisomlratr then 
patriotic sympathies far thoic who arc suflcniig for the national 
cause.

The M N C  will not participate in any dialogue with the admin- 
isti.slion a« long as its militants arc in piisnn for an affair foi winch 
the administration is entirely responsible.

' I k  M N C  will not participate in the coming elections as long 
■1:

(>) the future institutions aic not dcmociatieally oiganiecd;
(a) the Belgian government has not set 0 dale for the foimation 

nf t k  Congolese government;
(3) its militants ore in prison.

(Published by P/rfmice CougofatN. 8/15/59)
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I.K 'ITKR TO (KAN VAN IJKRDK

August 1959
Mydsai Jean,

I .mi writing you this note fium LttUiabourg, where I have 
been line* llic  seventh nl t l i i i  month. Several leaden of Ihc M NC 
liavv been arrested. They hive committed nu dime; this i i  colonial 
i l l  0|>piniM>n (timed Jl depriving the M N C  of 111 Icaddt. Hut il is 
wasted cIToil. foi these measures have r.uncd us llic sympathy of 
cvctyonc. even l l i l l  of those who were opptned lo u>. We are 
taking in ninny new mcnibcn every day. T iilw l cinefloini arc 
joining the wnks of the MNC cveiy day. A ll Ihc members ol the 
Counril of l.nlnabourg have been attested.

I am sending you .1 bricl icport relating some of the facts. I 
am leaving on .1 torn tomorrow jnd  w ill be in Ix o  aiound the end 
of ihc month. T in  dissension within ll»e M N C  was provoked li\ 
Ihceolomilisls. Ih c  liaitois have been expelled and tjxrwcd out hy 
Ihc people. My newspaper w ill come out before the end of the 
monlh. I w ill w iitc von when I gel lo  Ixo.

M o il  lincctely, 

P A t RICK

u s r m t  I t )  JKAN V AN  LIKKDH

l.nlnabourg. September 7, 1959
My deni Jean.

I uni lending yon a copy of a report of the m u ling  I held in 
l.tiluabourg lait Sunday. Yon will also find enclosed a copy o f on 
important motion l lu t  wai passed by llic  assembly.

I urgently implore you to get I his motion published in the 
pteas. for 1 believe that the Congolese press will not say a word 
about il.  I l iliould be given to Comrade Clinne lor publication In 
lx) Couch*.



u rrR M ir .n  1959 109

I J ill going uhcad n id i my campaign lour iu Ihc province of 
Kasai. I hase been here fo i mnic Ih ji i a inonlli and am going hack 
(0 LcO|K>1(Im|Ic on (he twelfth of this month More than sfaly chief 
tain* base rallied to the M N C ; 1 am foiling the admiimtiation's 
maneuvers. 1 have had diru ling success cvcrywhctc

Hid you icccisr the letter I vent you from LcopokMIlc calls 
in August?

I await the pkasuicof leading a word from you.
M o il sincerely, 
P. I a j m i i m m

REPORT OF I.U I.UABOURC MHE TING
a m i aiai k 6. ig^g

After j  long campaign tour in the diatrkt uf Kahinda, Mr. Pa
trice I.timmttha, the preside ut-gtncial of the M NC , ictuincd to Ln 
Itulromg on Friday, September 4. On Sunday, September 6. lie 
held a public meeting jttended by j ciowxl citim.ited to hate mini- 
beicd more than six Ihomand pcopk. Several presidents uf MNC 
chapters in the iutciloi at well ai a number o f mcmbcis of the 
Council of the Province of Kawl were present.

'Ihc  leader of Ihc M N C  briefly outlined the present political 
tiliia tiu ii in Ihc Congo, which it worsening. The Belgian adminis
tration wants In (nice the Congolese to be only whut it want* them 
to be and not what they wan I to be. 'I hi* it  why it  has re|ect«J oil 
the resolution* passed .it the Conguss of l.uhiahomg mid also re 
jeet* all IIht proposals put forward by the Congolese political par 
tie* We arc fated with a policy impoicil by force, and no collaho 
ration u possibk in such an atmosphere The Congo it  am longer a 
tils lit empire. Our csitlcncc and mir opinions will have to he taken 
into account We have never refused to collaborate with the ad 
ministration, but it lias alssast icfuscd the hand we have held nut 
to it; it  it  lynijfcithctic only to hypocrites and flatterers who con
stantly mislead it foi the sok purpose of piotecliug theii own pci-
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miiijI intcrcslx. W c feci no hoitililx luxvard Ktuopcan*. In (licit 
own mtcicsls, I he lattcc ihoulil come over to our side jo  at lo  figlii 
llic  colonialist regime llia t i* no longci cotnpalihlc with (lie fnlurc 
duvclopmciil uf (lie country. A ll cfloitv to culouiac any counliy 
must tunic lo  an cud Several powers, aiming ihcui h'lancc and 
Kngland in particular, have already freed (heir fomicr colnnici Hcl 
giiiin m ull do likewise. I f  the agree* lo pul an innnetlialc coil lo 
llic  cokuii.il regime, the will dcicivc no leu than our tiiiccrcvl 
(riendship. We will reaped all (lie ngiccnicnh die has made in Die 
name of llic  Congo, and all fmcign iiixcvtmenl* will he guaranteed. 
No European w ill have hi* properly seized: llic  Congolese are nnl 
brigands. W c believe in order, in tap e d  Ini (lie uulividual person 
and for llic  properly of other*. Once we have attained our indc 
peruluKc, all Die harrier* between llclgitun ami (lie Congo will be 
done away w ith People will be allowed to luxe] freely hcl ween 
litem. Belgian* w ill feel al Ikniic In (lie Cungo and Congolese will 
fed Jl home in nelgium W c lichcve in fiiendvhip between peo 
pics II a Incak should occur be I ween Belgium ami llic  Congo, it 
would he Die fault neither of Die Congolese iiu i of Belgium ’lire 
only ones icsponsiblc wonkl be tliotc few groupi seeking lo exploit 
Die riches uf Ihc Congo lor Ihcir own piofit alone, lo Die dclnmciil 
o f Ihc colicdive good; IliCse gioupi arc bunging scriuus pressure lo 
hear on the govcrnmcnl to continue il* colonial ■ tile It would also 
Ise llic  fault of certain fuuclioiiaiic* pimuiug only Dior own inter- 
a l l  In this counliy. These lew functionaries arc uoilalgie fin Ihc 
clays of yore and cannoi even conceive of Die possibility o f Ihc Con
golese running (lie counliy in (heir place. These hnlduvcit hum ail- 
ulhci era are living out a sciioui psychological drama. They forgcl, 
however, l lu l  piogrcsx never lakes a step backward and lhal en
lightened woild opinion now condemn* colonial crusades and any 
sort of policy allowing one human being to dominate and exploit 
another.

Mr. Lumumba tcporlcd that during hi* lecture (our in Belgium, 
numerous young Belgians pioiuised him they would offer then m iy -
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ico in ihe Congolese government as soon .11 it was formed, ami 
that they Mould even accept lower salaries than those |>a>d civil 
sen ant 1 at present: these voting Belgians are motivated by an ideal' 
aiding ami serving the young Congolese nation.

The Congo is not the pmpcily ol the Belgians; It is a cminliy 
like unv other 'Ihe notion that I tnpold II ItcqucallKd the Congo 
to Belgium is false, fur even from the legal point ol view a material 
object con be willed to others, but mic people cannot Ik  bequeathed 
lo imothcr. On the ii ik  hand, we arc told that Belgium delivered 
us from slavery, and on the other hand we arc told that the Congo, 
with all its inhabitants and resources, was Iscrpicallicd to Belgium 
by virtue of the fact that it was a conquered country. Belgium mini 
therefore admit that it has plunged us into u new, camouflaged 
form of slavery. 'I'hc Congo is also uk I to have been annexed to 
Belgium. This annexation was unilateral. II Belgium claims to base 
"b o u g h th e  Cungu, we would like to know how much it cost We 
si ill take Up u collection tn pay this dcbl luck so we can In tree

In uur eyes the Congo is a ficc country; people have simply taken 
advantage ni nur ignorance to exploit us

Mr. Lumumba announced in the meeting that all the tribal chief 
tains lie has contacted arc in favor of the immediate liberation of 
the Outgo. Fie also staled that more than Ro percent of the popu
lation of Kasai is for the M N C  and dial these people are merely 
waiting for wrml to Ik  passed fur them lo act.

Mr. Lumumba also declared that the M N C  it a moscmenl lo 
bring the people together and a movement o( national liberation. 
Though Isis doctrine is definitely res'oliillouary, it Is based on non 
violence.

'Ihe leader of the M N C  amumiKcd that a vast plan of positive 
action hat been embarked upon in order In secure the immediate 
liberation of the Congo lie  called on all Congolese to unite in or- 
del to ensure that Ihir goal w ill be attained. In response to this flp 
peal, a number of regional parties active in Kasai mciged with the
MNC.
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Everybody in I.ultiabouig planned to meet at the rally led by the 
pu iidctii (il the M NC , and one and all vigorously applauded Mr. 
Lumumba, shouting “ laing live l.inmmiha, long live Kalon|i. we 
.He behind you, even in limes ol great suffering!"

At (lie end of I lie meeting. Mr. I.unuimbi proposed th.it the as
sembly adopt a resolution It was passed amid the ftenried accla
mations of the croud and was countcnigncd by the nicmhcM of 
the Provincial Committee ol the MNC. the presidents of the M NC 
chajsten in the interior who had come to l.nhiibmirg, anil by a 
uumbci of numhcis of the PiOvincial Council, among them Dis
trict Chief Peoe Sengha of the leirito iy of Kalnkn-Kombe

TKXT OF T IIK  RKSOI.UTION

'the Gcnciol Assembly of (hr Congolese National Movement, 
held in f.nltubotirg un Sunday, Scptcmbci 6. 1959, and prciided 
over by Mr. Poliicc lanmmibj, the national pic sklent of the MNC, 
paved the following levolutioni:

— Whereas by its declaration of January i} ,  1959. Belgium rec
ognized the right of live Congolese people to attain then indepcixl 
cikc and rule lliomcKci ai they see fit.

— Whereas the peoples of the Congo welcomed this declaration 
with uithmiasm but have been demanding for more than seven 
months that the llclgian government determine wlial steps are 
necessary in order fur the Congo to achieve this independence;

— Whereas in the face of the equivocal attitude of the llclgian 
authorities, the Congolese political pailics, after scuous und thought 
ful study, have presented several resolutions In the llclgian Cham 
bets and the latter hove not paid the slightest heed to them;

— Whereas the minister of the Congo has just offered to resign hit 
post, since the Belgian government has rejected his ptupotal aimed 
at selling a precise timetable fm the constitution of national assem 
hlies and the formation of a Congolese government in i960;

— Whereas this deliberate refusal of the Belgian government runs
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countci In lltc A3ptr«lion» cl the Congolese people, jik I this attitude 
i i  ample proof that the vague promise of independence (onlaincd 
in I lie government! declar.i I ion of |oim.m' 13 It only u propaganda
tool;

— Whctcas I lie independence of the Congo wax recognued by 
the international powcii m 1885 and i« celebrated cacli year nti the 
first of July;

— Whereas the Congo 11 not a Belgian uilony hut an mdepend 
cut stale having ih  own flag, and wav a ih ilrJiily deprived of tfK cn 
inyiiicnt o f l i t  fovcic giily jftes (lie dcalh of King Leopold II in 
1906;

— Whereas the Congo. a« an independent state, cnuld not be 
annexed lo another state by virtue uf j  unilateral decision,

— Whereas lire elections that the administration it  planning to 
organize in the Congo at the end of the sear ate aimed only at 
prolonging the eoloinalitt regime, a regime (hat the people oi this 
(nu iilty  iki longer with fit tolerate.

In conformity with the detiies rcpr.ilcdl) sxprcijcd by all sectors 
cil the population of the Congo, the avscmhly demands that gnvctn 
mental poweii He handed over to the Congolese. It adjures the 
Belgian Parliament tn aspect the political aipiiations of the people 
m*d the agreement concluded by Belgium with the international 
powers.

'Hie present icvolutioii hat Ixcn passed in conformity with the 
stipulations of article 73 of the United Nations Charier, of which 
Belgium ii a signatory.

The assembly fnitlrei volet not lo |saitieipatc in the .uiiidcmo 
cr.dic elections tn he organized at the cud of the >ear to long as no 
decision is forthcoming with regard lo the formation of the Con
golese government.

I.uninniho tout u fire in i 0tutor who capliwiietl hi* atiditncci, hut 
he Wtn oho ensure of the pore*/ of t in  htilfan word and the fire 
eminent role of the pten. Marked h \ the /tamp of block African
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literature. tlrit one poem of h it h\m puh/ii/ud in Ait potty i ntvo- 
paper. Independence, in September igjiy.

WKK1\ ()  BKUJVKH BLACK BROT1IKR

O Hljik. 0 human botU of the fietdr far cattluritt.
Your oshet art nattered to el/ the wtndi of heaven 
And you onto /mill funeral templet 
Wheie the executioners deep in eternal dumber. 
I'ertccutrd and hunted down, diitvn /mm )vm Mllaget,
( '0nqttered in battler where the low of the moil powerful 
In thore ba/barnui ceiifunrt of rap* and carnage 
Meairt ilatetyoi death for you.
You fe.ok refuge in l/ioie deep forcitt 
Where the other death lay in null beneath lit  feverish 

mask,
Beimrth the long of the gnat tat. 01 in the foul and cold 
Iriti6’ *cr 0/  the terpent. ilewly (tuihiny )nu.
And then the White Cinve. nwie cunning, more crafty, 

more n/pucioni,
(1 iefag you Irinkeli in exchange far youi gold,
Hoping yxutr women, /reuniting yoni woruori with drink, 
Driving yon 1 m ilt and daughtns aboard h it hoati 
th e  tom tom throbbed from Milage In viHagt 
Hftfrini your grief afar, eoumgccnftnicin,
Ti tlhg of the great depaiture for diilanl iliou i 
Where Cotton it Cad and the dollar King.
Condemning you !o forced labor, like a brail of burden. 
From dawn to dink beiir>iih a /wry iun.
T 0 mote you forget the I you Were a man
I hiy taught you lo ting Cad'i praiies
And alt then- hymni. telling youi calx a iy to ihylhm.
Made you hope fai <1 belter world. . . .
But in your heart at a hiouan 6rni|. all you u»k<d for 
Wdi your right to iou and your lfore of hafipmen.
Sitting around the fire, your «yvi full of dreamt and 

anguith.
Singing tongt that told of your heavy heart,
/oyoui dl timet, too, when the up mounted
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You danced u ildly in the damp of evening 
And that i t  when face wai hem 
A t magnificent, fcniuol. and manly at ,i voice of biou 
A powerful mufic poured forth from >ouf (win 
A immc admirad today throughout the world,
Forcing the white man to he reipetlful,
Telling him In aloud >wa that henceforth 
Thu comifr)• i i  no longer hit. ai in the old dan 
You thui allowed the hiothen of your race 
To lift then hcadi and look upon 
The happy future that premiat dtliwrancr.
The thortt of the great nwr, full of pionuitt,
I la ic v forth Ire long to you.
I An earth and all i lt  nchet
Henceforth belong lo )ou
And l/i* fiery lull, high in u co/or/nt *4 y.
WiH hum away )»ur pain 
I lt  tearing tayt will foreivr dry 
The Uartyour forefather*thed 
f‘o<minted hy their tyrannical marten 
On tbti to il that you i l i t l chetith.
And you will make Ihc Congo a tree and happy nation, 
/n (fie heart of Ih lt giant lllack Africa

On October 9, Lumumba ipoke lo the Executive Committee of 
t in  1*011 African Conference at Accra.

The situation in the Congo m u-gaidt the tliugglc uf the people 
fo> then independence it improving day by day. The xdimnislia- 
lion 'i attempts to dcsliuv the pupnlat movement (in emancipation 
l)u I i< taking iha|>c in nil pailt of tlic  countty aic meeting total 
failuic mote and moic (iC(|uenlly.

Belgium lint alwayi piucliccd u paternalist policy in Ihc Congo. 
Uiing the tchooli, the indiu, and poweiful ptopjgaiidu in the piCvv 
to dull the |>coplc'i contcioiiinets. Kten today, the official mdm 
network broadcasts nothing but dance muiic, religious liymm, mid 
the propaganda of the colonial administration from morning lo
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night. Nothing wlialiocvei it done by way nl educating the matter 
White other tciiitm ici advanced polltkally, the Congo signaled 

Ik.-c.iiuc of Hie do nothing policy of the Belgian admiiml ration.
Thanks to the dynamic and courageous action of a few n jlu n u ltit 

leaden, the Congnkic people have suddenly awakened from then 
torpor. Kverywherc in lire country, even in the remotest villager in 
I lie liuvli, the populace it  ciying ‘ ’Independence.'' And our people 
want to attain ttm independence immediately.

The Congolctc National Movement, a movement bringing the 
|>coplc together and a movement of national liheiatron, iv cii|uying 
increasing success at time goev by. f lie jdminivtralinn engages in 
maneuver! In tubvcit our movement, and rniclly pcrvccutci our 
m ilitanlt, a number of whom aie in prison today — but all Iheve 
inanenverv vcnc only to strengthen the nalioiialiini of the Con 
goleve.

Confronted with the pcoplc'v drive to vmatb the chain* of colo 
nialitm at any price, Iklgimn wav ntiligcd to icrogm/e pulilrdv our 
right to independence 

By rccogni/mg. in a vnknm drclaratioo on Januaiy i j . 1959. the 
right of th r Congolese |teoplc to eventual independence, Belgium 
j l  live value time iccoginzed the light of iluv |Kuplc to draw up il l  
own convlilulion and (urni i l i  own government on the bam of 
entirety free ckd iom . ’these aie the only condiliom Ilia! w ill pci- 
m il the Congo to attain real independence lapidly.

We want world opinion to know, morcovci, that the independ
ence of the Congo war iccogniicd by the international power* in 
iKA{. and that thiv independence it  celebrated on llie fin  I of July 
each year m the Congo The Congo today i l i l l  hat itv own flag, 
which was alto recognized by the nitcinattoiial power*.

A ll we arc utking for it the tramfer al power intu the handv of 
nolionib. in occoidjiKc with the principk of the light of pcopkt 
to govern themselves at they tee fit 

The plant that arc currently Itcmg drawn up by the Admiiiistia- 
liou Jtc aimed at 'lie  establishment ol a Belgian Congolese com
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munlly. There plane pinvtdc that 60 percent of the mcmbcn ol the 
future provincial avremhlics Mill be elected and 40 peiccnl ap 
pointed. The Belgian government linn wants to tel up a puppet 
government t lu l it  can control completely.

Km tin t icatun our innvcim ilt. supported bv its mcmlicii mid 
vympat hirers, Iij i decided not to participate in the antidemocratic 
ckxtioin that die to take place ut the cud nl the year, mice oui 
only concein it  to tee Hie Congo join the ranks of free people* 
without delay.

It (t imputing to note that alter having decided that it w ill allow 
m to attain 0111 independence, Belgium i i  teeking to Ih im t upon 
u i an electoral system and icmidcmocratic refaimt that ate in no 
way in keeping with the feelings oi tho Congolese people.

May not the conclusion be drawn that it* declaration o l January 
thirteenth was only a propaganda tool aimed at dccoiving interna 
I tonal opinion?

B«mg conxiom of the danget* threatening our country ai d re
m it of the udinitiivlralion's equivocal altitude, we w ill hold dn ini 
porta lit congress at the end of th ii inurith of October, fn the couisc 
o f which our movement w ill make important decisions

A second congress, winch will Iniug together all the nationalist 
parties favuiiiig immediate independence, w ill also he held, two days 
after that nf the MN’C . We aiu going to join together 10 di to pnol 
our clToils to secure the liberation of the Congu.

We are ill favur of a genuine colldtoralion with Belgium with 
regard to commercial and cultural exchanges between our two in 
dependent counliics. But Belgium mutt realise that this collaboia- 
lion will nol be possible as long as the relation between us is ono of 
subjugation, as is it i l l  the cate today.

W e know thol the cause wx ate defending will triumph in dny 
event. I'logicss never takes a step backward. The Afiican continent 
must he at ficc and independent at the other continents.

Our objectives remain.'
— Hie immediate independence of the Congo;
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— I lie constitution of flic United Slatei of Africa;
—  Economic cooperation with any friendly country.
We addicts a solemn appeal lo nil free co m il t in  und to the 

enemies of slaver) to sup|>oil (lie tame of the Congolcic people.
1<onc n v i Ahhcan iNiiKriKorneai ano unity!
IVlWN W il l i  OOLONlAl ISMl

On October 14, 1959, derpife the threat o f a boycott, the Itelgian 
government decided to go ahead with the election of member1 of 
the cornmnrurf and territorial council! in December. On October 16 
the minuter of the Congo t/rmounred <1 timclehle for the forma 
lion of a Congolese government and national auernbliei by i960.

The MN'C held i t t  rkrtiorurl congrets in Stankryvilla. the capital 
of Orientate Province, October 13-38. On October 39 another con 
grew opened, with the participation of other movement!: the C4rda 
(Center of African Hegronpment), the Parti dn Peuple ( People's 
Party), the MN'C. the Union de la feu iu itc  t, Young People’t  
Union), and the UNAR {the natlnnaliet ftatly of fUniridd) All of 
them decided rinl to anticipate  in the elccltom

On October 30, the administration unleathed a campaign of police 
repression against the nationalist!, which readied in thirty people 
dead and approximately a hundred Injured. On November 1, Lu
mumba was arrested hy order nf the governor. flie te  cventa caused 
the MN'C to change III mind and decide to partlci/hite in the De
cember election!, in which it won 90 percent of the votes in Stanley' 
silk.

I.irmnnibd explained the titualion in the text below.

T H E  KVKNTS IN  STANI.RYVIM .K

Octobci 31, 1959
I formally deny tlie false newt reports broadcast by llndio Congo 

Beige on Saturday, October 31, 1939, announcing l in t  I bad fled 
fallowing the event! Hist look place Friday in StJiikyville
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The official commumqui' published liy (lie administration adds. 
iiKXiovi-i, I It a I (lie riots occurred at the icu ill of a mcclin^ held l>\
I lie MNC

Ik ing  the product of (lie needs of lu luuulist propaganda. Ilictc 
newt rcpoitt serve mciely to mislead public ;iml inlcrii.ilioual opin
ion with rcgaid lo I lie incidcult m Stanleyville, fur which tile Coin 
nial administration bears the entile ictjionsibilil)-, since it  planned 
them beforehand down lo the last detail.

'I he incidents did not lake place because of j  meeting held by 
the M NC . ‘Iliey look place, rather. I»etween the police and the 
people as we were holding a session of u Special Congress ol the 
Congolese Political I'd ilic t behind eloied doois in a pnvale meeting 
place.

These incidents, as a matter of fact, took place an hour M o ra  
I It* opening of the p k iu iy  session that we always hold each evening 
foi the public.

Became the police bcgjn to fire on the ciowd attending Hit open 
ing o f the meeting, I went down into the audience, along with all 
the delegates to the eongicss and the representative of Agcncc 
I'lin cc  Piets, to try to gel them lo stop shooting. The moment they 
saw us moving toward them amid the acclamations of Ihc ciowd, 
the Kuiopcan police began to shoot at in

We fell back then, to os lo make oui way luck lo the place wheic 
Hie meeting nl Hie eongicss was being held

The police kept throwing tear gas grenades at Ihc home we wxic 
in for lim it than an hour.

Since all routes leading lo Hie house where I war staying were 
literally cut nfl by huge barricades of aimed soldiers, it was impos- 
*iblc for me to return there and I was foiccd to spend the night at 
the home of a friend.

‘Ihc crowd kept applauding me all along the toad. in lu ll view uf 
Hie police. Seeing Hie people s icactioii. Iliey dkl not dare arrest me.

I hate no reaiou to flee, loi I have committed no ciim inal act, 
and it  would, luilhcrmorc, be an act of cowardice on my part lo



110 I I IR  I f A V l lY V I l  t-B IN C IO IN M

capitulate m llic  focc of (lie brutal repicssion unjustly unleashed by 
lltc administration /or (hr tingle uik! jol< purpoto of infimidiriing 
ond r< putting  the populace, which is determined to win i l l  iiuincdi 
ole indc|>cndci)cc through pcjccful mean}.

A\ a freedom fighter, I prefer to die on my Icct m a patriot lor 
the |mt cause that our movement i i  defending.

The despicable slander of the local administration liav no baiis in 
fad; we have never incited the populace to commit icpiehcmible 
nets, for nm doclrinc Is based on nom iokncc.

On lltc contrary, we have always pleaded with pcuple to keep 
calm, and hive done so i t  the end of each session, ai the rcpoili 
published in the ptess will testify.

Hie only watchword we give onr m ilitants— and we have the 
right to do so in connection with our political activities — it to 
mobilize in a spliit o l solidsiity in order to ensure the triumphal 
fulfillment of the unanimous aspiration of the Congolese people, 
namely, iw a irm a il .sko unconhiihin.m. iMiresiNoi tccr.

Since it  cannot help hut set that all classes of the populace die 
rallying to the view that we arc defending, and since it must (ace 
the fact that it w ill meet with cctlaitt failure in December if  it 
organizes elections that sve aie abstaining fiom in the lumi- of the 
people, the administration is hatching plots timed at

( i ) covering np the defects of its bad policy;
(a) imprisoning any Congolese nationalist who does not blindly 

udherc to its dUavtiom policy, under the falsest soil of pretexts, 
such as endangering the iccurity of the slate, inciting people to 
racial hatred or violence, and soon;

( j )  halting the ever increasing success that the \ 1N C  is enjoying 
Mtnung the oppressed imputation;

(4) bringing violent prcssuic to hear nil the populace ill order to 
force it to vote against its will

The sninc Inctie that was used at the lime of the nols in Leopold 
ville Is now being employed by lltc administration in Stanleysillc, 
namely, plotting incidcnti carefully beforehand, piovuking a pop-
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ulacc that h living peaceably in >la own ccuntix. and taking nd 
vant.igc nf it« leaclioii in order lo proceed to muidci people and 
then hold otlieis responsible (nr Ukic  massacre!

Thin c lin ic  str.ilngcm doer not even icmnlely ioK c tlic  Congolcic 
problem.

It n  truly criminal (or a power l in t  claims to be a people's 
guardian to continue to plunge that unhappy people into mourning, 
when it i i  asking only to enjoy im c x iM  and administer its p iln  
tnony.

1 Indignantly piotcst these inhuman measures
Belgium must Maw a minds (or the giaxc wrongs and flagi.ml 

injustices l in t  site Ins committed In tills country by immediately 
proclaiming the independence of the Congo

On (he wine Way. t.umumha rent a fellci to the toyoi ptottcutor 
concerning (he itwmm m tencil him.

Stanleyville, Odobci y i, ig jtj
Your (excellency:
Re. your summoni «iuted m /jrV$g

The summons dated October yo that you issued oidcting me to 
appear Iscfoic yon at n  a m  did not icach me until ^ :jo . basing 
been handed to me at lhat lime h\ Mr. Ilcm i TshnnUilangJ

I was not hi when the comnrnskxscr appealed at the home 
where I am slaying.

The lattci gave the summons to M r Tsliimbaljtiga at y :iy , 
dunging linn with the task of delivering it to me

‘Unis the luminous was not delivered lo me until ^:yc.
Since the administration offices and the Office of Public Prose 

cutiou close at ^:yo, it wac not possible for me to appear in your 
office.

I niimcdlnlely wrote you a letter giving you a full explanation. 
You did not receive this letter.
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In view o f llie present confusion nnd the slandci to which I 
have lxxn subjected. I w ill bo appearing against my w ill

I Jin availing a w iit in oidci l lu t  I may know llie exact charges 
being brought against mo.

Being perfect Is aware of all the facti nf the matter, I w ill lie 
able to answer these charges, hut I H ull do so only hi the pies Mice 
of my attorney.

I hope that my point of view it  consonant with the guarantees 
Hie law offers defendant!.

In no svay do I refuse to answer >om summons to appear.
I am ai yont entire disposal.
Youn most rcspccl (silly,

I*. I.umumisa

National President of the M NC

On November } the minuter of the Congo announced fbaf n 
colloquium would Ik  held with the fatties in tjeopotdvilh A eon 
grew Ksta held at Coquilhatvitle /rom November 11 to November 
14 in n idn to set up ffie National 1’ togren I'a /ly  (P N I*—• Parfl 
National du V ro p it) ,  mid it was inirnedfo/eiy obvious that il ssvu 
a tool in the hands of the colonial ddmitiiifruiion, being used to 
hold the nave of nationalism in check* On Nowrtlber j o  Ih t ling 
called for "nnmiimoHi io /u fio iii," and on the fv in ly M M iiil f/ie 
Abako African Solidarity Parly-Kalonjl-MNC coalition made pith 
lie a memorandum on the fulura structurex nf (he Congo 

On Noverribar 36 lb *  minister announced that a sail "Round 
Table" wo old be held in January i960, and on Dreombrr 15 he out
lined the program (or it. On the twenty saranth the federalist 
parties organized their congress at Knsinfii Hi.f l.umumba war in 
the Stanleyville (niton. carrying on bia activities from flit cell.
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Stanleyville, Dctcmbci 13, >959
M y dear Jean.

One cannot foigd oiks  fiicnds m lime* of misfortune, any 
moic Hun in times of good fortune. I am writing to tell you t lu l 
despite the living experience I am going ilimngli nl (lie momciil — 
lliougli I It jvc lo il my coinage — I of leu think of yon and the many 
l.ilk* wr lud  dining my last slay in HiiimcU.

I remember |>articularly out rcuvcuationi m l.ii'gc and on I lie 
me Uclliard — conversations in tlic  course of which tile participants 
felt a wave of human waimlh rising be I wren pencils motivated by 
one and Hie same ideal: biiman understanding ami intimacy/

1 still lom cnilxi I hem, mid the memory conduits me 
Dkl yon reccisx Hie letici I wrote yon ficm Accra just Ivefote 

my return to the Congo Iasi Oclolrer?
1 w ill go on trial on January iK before the District Tribunal 111 

Stanleyville. Meanwhile I am having .1 breathing spell behind ban 
In Ihc Stanleyville prison. I have been under preventive detention 
since November 1. and will Ik  del jilted until the opening of the 
dial. I am still calm and collected and still have faith in ihc future 
of <nsr country. I here it  nothing dial weighs on my conscience The 
ilo im  will pass and then thucssill lx  good w u llic i again.

As I explained lo  you in Brussels, my goal is slid uumiolciKC 
1 beg sou to send me twenty (ao) new l>ooks. Hie most m lcicil 

ing ones in Ihc bookstores, in care of my brother, whose address is: 
I asms l.mmimlxi, c /o  Attorney Korn. Poll Office Box 19. Stanley- 
ville. Send me the lull, and a copy to Hie Provincial Boaid of D i
rectors of the MNC, Pott Office Box 355. Slanlcyvtllc, jo  that it 
can he |xakf. Please tend the package by registered a iinu il.l

* l.umumbo 11 ipolrnr here ■>! live Ccnlic At PiCicncr AiilrrliK. where 
ot Ife delutci with Mick leaden wtic Iveld

I t.amumha lud u (icsi lluiti lor culture, and every time tic suited Lhic
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I hope that you arc well Jiul that I w ill have ihc pkaiurc of 
seeing you again. W e w ill cmbi.icc each other and lalk together on 
Hie me Bdliard with Hie Mine high spirits at (he b i t  lime

Plwie give my cordial icgiiidt 10 our mutunl friends.
W ilh  friendliest regardv, 
I ’atmcx

At Ihe time o f lira irreidaufj in Stanleyville, on November 3, Ihe 
governor o f Or/onlale Province, ,VJr. f.aroy, made a long tpccch Hurt 
it t il {Hinted in Hie newaptf/X/i duel brortdcotl ov*i the radio in ilt  
entirely l l is  declaration held Put rice l.umumha. who had been 
(inerted and m il  lo  Ilia  Stuideyvifla prison, enfindy responsiMe for 
ihtse incident*

From lhal pthnn cell the fallowing message was tan! out; Patrice 
J.iimuru/jtf denier the governor'* allegations

I he faclt that Lumumba h i t i«» to hear in his refutation of Ihe 
governor's speech were lo  hailen his being set free

I 'l lK  TR U T H  ABOUT 'N IK  STANKKYVILLK I N C I PK NTS

December 37, ><)$<)
Pourth paragraph The gowrnot declarer:

The congKti lhal opened on Friday. Oclobei ay. proceeded in 
a moic or leti normal way unlil Wcdniiday night. |Nole Wednei- 
day night was October ifl. (lie. dale nt 1|k  doling semou of Ihc 
congmi.J

. . And (lie public authorities, dcipite growing Icnimn. and 
dcspile ceil m i provocation! and Ihrcatf of lUiordcr, allowed Ihc 
cangrat lo |hiisuc it i deliberation!

Refutation
1. T h e  governor admits in this dcdatalion Hint from Friday, 

October a5. the date Ihe congrcit opened, to Wednesday, October

Afiicaui, I hr koolilnw o( the Amil dc PrCtencc AtiKvluic, he cxdertd dazeni «t 
boob lot hlnuclf, Ihe cadia of hit party, and iti provincial chapten
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18, flliu dale l l i t  congress ended. it  piocccdcd 111 u normal way. A i a 
mailer of fact, llic  congress came to an end without ll*c slightest 
incident, mice we ourselves lud nigani/.cd the policing of it. Al I he 
end of cadi session, we mged the mcmlscis to maintain an cxcmplaiy 
diiciplnic and to he |xaiticulai)y cateful to maintain order. This is 
proved In  the fact that the incidents — for which live iK lm iim tution 
alone l i  u sponsible— did not oc ttii until I'riday evening, (k to lic r 
|o, that i i  to lav, two days after the closing session of our congress 

a. If, ai the gnvciiioi of the province asserts, the congiess had 
Ixcti the soutcc of the piovocalious and llncali of disordci, the 
public authorities would certainly not have allowed it  tu puivoe its 
deliberations without intervening to ratine order. And fnithcrinoic. 
if  they noticed that there was “ growing tension.”  I do not believe 
that the ptililic authorities would have allowed such tension tu in 
cicaic without contacting those responsible foi the congicsv 

The public au lhn iitia  either did not pciform their duty, which 
it  to preserve ptildic order, or clic they sialiccd nothing ahuotmal 
Ivctwcen I lie lime the (origins opened and the time it ended. The 
latter supposiiinu is the only valid one, Irecauie it  11 the only one 
that connponds to the trulls: lire public authorities noticed noth 
mg ahiinimal, him) tlicicforc they allowed the congiess to piiitue il l  
work to the vciy cikI.

Thu truth — as we promptly painted out to the guvctuai — Is 
that the police deliberately ciealcd jik I fostered a certain Icmion 
among the populace, at the seiy mument (Isj I we wen: liukling 0111 
congress. Two of our delegates, M i. Kanyindi, the icpriscnlativc of 
the Is liiibclhvillc M NC , and Mr. Kssliomura, the president genes al 
nl the Center of African lUgrmipment o f llukavu, weic manhandled 
by the police, the former Ixiug beaten with a tinnchcoii and lliiowu 
in tile mud and the lattes being threatened with a revolves In a 
Kuiopcats police inspector. They had done absululclv nothing to 
lustily inch mistreatment.

In view of these ads uf pruvoeulioii, we immediately sent u tele 
giaiu protesting them to the guscuiui of the province, specifically
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staling in this tclcgnim tin t h it |>oli<c officers were provoking I lie 
populace ami sowing panic in os to then proceed to repress the 
Congolese if  they showed the slightest signs nl reacting NVc were 
well aware that the administration so t attempting in this way In 
las the groundwork for future repression.

O ill representations to the governor received no answer oik] we 
did not understand the reasons fm his silence after vse had warned 
him W aj it a coup that had already Ikcii planned, the staging of 
which was just liegoming? In any csent, the governnr's silence was 
significant.

I luce or four days after mir telegram. In everyone's stupe lac lion, 
there was an outbreak of unfortunate incidents, c level I y planned 
beforehand by certain admmistution officials.

It is plain to sec t in t  the governor.of the pmsituc personally 
sharct partial responsibility for these incidents: instead of answering 
out appeal and immediately remedying the situation, he allowed his 
agents to continue to promote and lay the gimmdssoik for a lu r 
barons repression n l the people.

Hciif/f: Some thialy Congolese literally massacred lay a luail of 
bullela There |>coplr were killcsl only by European |>olicc officers 
and constables. No black soldier fired on Congolese.

Fifth paragraph. The governor t la le i

l/ct ua slate in passing that lltc sentence iclallsc In Hie pirlicipa 
lion nf numerous Intial clncfliim  is an tnotmnui exaggeration of 
the lic it. Twenty-two chieftains uf Onenlalc Province delegated hy 
their peers hid rome In Sluiilivvillr In decide which at them would 
lie inembf is ol the cooinmiton inpcnniug the election!.

The MN'C's atlempl to coopl them vvui ingenious but perhapi 
not allogcllier alimelNiaid, and the chieftains reacted sigorouily. 
lending a message of protest to Hrusscli

He fatal ion:
Several tribal chieftains fiom various regions in the province who 

were members of the \ 1NC, and others from the provinces of Kasai 
and Kivu, did in fact participate in the proceedings of the congress.
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A iiiimlsei of chieftains attended deipitc the opposition of the ail 
ininistratois of their regions, followed h i threats of icp iiia li.

The twenty-two chieftains whom (Ik  governor mentions in hit 
speech m il whom lie biought to S litnkytillc have absolutely nothin); 
to do with the chieftains who attended noi congress. The I'.uiopcun 
journalists who attended our congnsi got j  good look at these chief 
tain*, ccllaiu of whom were weaimj; medals and official insignia- 
the press has a list of their names

The governor declares that Ins " fu c il i ,"  the twcutv two chieftains, 
sent a message of protest to Brussels. ‘ I Ins message was suggested 
amt drawn np hsr the Office of the Governor of the lhoviucc, (01 
the mle piir|>nsc of sowing discord and leading the minister and 
public opinion in Belgium to believe that no chieftains attended the 
NINC congress.

There ii  110 nnc in Stanleyville who is not an tic  that the iua|oril> 
of the chieftains me affiliated with 1 Ik M NC ; the administration 
has saints attempted to line them away, lint the chieftains, like then 
Subjects, icgard the M N C  as the movement In i t  representing then 
vicwi mid best protecting their Interests.

Hie proof nf tins 11 the o\ciwhelming victory that the M N C  has 
just won ul the polls, despite the ohstriKtiu tactics of the admin 
istiatiois.

Heading the speech of the gosemor of Onciilalc Province, One 
wooden if the imthuritk-i in Stanleyvillc have any raped for the 
truth

Eighth (hiragretpli. T hr governor itutoi.

Civing in to the withes of the congicss meant postponing the
elections, delaying the selling up of new institutions, arid thus pul
ting off independence nut it a lalei elite

H* filiation-
‘fh c  goscritor's interpretation 11 erroneous. By demanding that 

negotiations be begun before the elections, the congress wanted, on 
the contrary, to hasten the process whereby we would attain our
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independence. In oilier words, Hie congress based its action on the 
ministerial message of October 16, 1959, in which Minister dc 
Scliryvcr jpcciftcally Haled that “ Belgium doei nol iutciKl 1o impose 
picdctcrmincd formulas on I lie Congo'* In plain language, the 
minister's message was subject to discussion, particulars- with i«- 
KJid to the icforms it  rcc-ommi-ndcd.

Since the icforim and the clccloidl system iccomniendcd by the 
m in iitc i have not met with the appios-al of the populace, the con
gress believed it necessary to demand that negotiations he liegun 
before Hie elections were held this was the only possible way out of 
the impasse. A free and forthright dialogue between the minister 
and the kaders of the political parlies would undoubtedly clarify 
points (h it were ambiguous and reconcile the two sides. It was in 
this spiiit that nui telegram to the minister coni,lim it this sentence, 
among others: "  I he higher interests of the Congo and of Belgium 
militate m favor of these negotiations.*'

As a matter of facl, it is to the inteicsl ol both our countries* 
the Congo ami Belgium — to seek consliuclivc solutions to 0111 
common problems together This implies Hut tin Belgian leaders 
must lid themselves of their tendency to impose their w ill at all 
lim n  This is the source of the whole problem, lire cause ol the 
dissatisfaction of llicCongokscund the political unrcsl

Al no time have we envisaged a solution of Hu- Congolese pools 
lem or an effort to attain the independence of the Outgo llia t would 
bypass peaceful and friendly negotiations with Belgium.

Ninth, tenth, <rm/ eleventh /Mrag/d/sh*. The governor Woles:

Confionlcd with the petition taken by the mlmster, Mr. I.11- 
msnnVxa abandoned 1 lie restraint that lit- lud mioiu 01 less imposed 
upon himself. And on Wednesday the Iwcnty-elghlh. in llsc daily 
meeting he held, he melted his audience bs making statements 
inch at the following:

‘The National Cougictt of the NINC hai decided to bicalc wilti 
Belgium as of today We will march againit Belgium. A decice has 
juit been made public in which it it slaltd that those who lalwilage 
the elections will be pot in pmon. We have not wanted to resort
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to violence, but in llic tmiiH ol sour brother who it  oppressed ami 
it  suffering. don't vote. All then who want immediate independ
ence will refute to go to the polls. Ixeunc this would be nneidc.

“ Until the Congo hat attained it« independence, there il  one 
watchword today no collaboration; civil disobedience; •  struggle- 
in the name of the people, no cleefinm. hs'cryonc mutt boycott the 
ckclKiiii. Titos* of yon who nre hue don't go to the poll* ul tin- 
cud of the year. If yon do. too an- again it  independence.''

And fiiully. a threat <1 meted aguintt the Congolese: “ If thcic li 
anybody who doei not hate a im-mbcnhip raed in the MNC. it'» 
bee-amt hi dottu‘1 want independence.'' A phtJic with mam 
thicJtcmng nndeitonci.

Nofei
Tilt* governor it  pursuing only- one aim held jlnhfying in the 

public* mind llic  brutally repreurte ilcp* that h it administration 
hat hclictcel il necessary to take against the black populace; the 
governor, the pet ton (h it fly ictpumihlc for this lie tee tepreuion. 
alto want* to cvomiak- liin ite ll In- .rltcnipliug to make rue the 
scapegoat.

As a stubborn advocate nf demoeeircy, I leave never rc|oclcd elec
tions. tvlial I was rebelling against war .mliclcmncralie electiont 
whereby 40 percent erf the numbers tvonkl lx- ap|ximt(d — the 
colonial administration would attempt to control 40 percent of tire 
teats through arbitrary appointments W ith  an electoral system 
tneh as t li it  the Omgo could not hatr dcmoeratic and genuinely 
representative assemblies, and thru ihc independence tb.it Belgium 
had prom 1 red u> would lie ahsolutcly iiioinmglcsi.

<)i Belgium may be sincerely in favor of the independence of the 
Congo — uml we believe that her proclamation of |,mnary r j  was 
made in good faith — in which case Belgium ought to be consistent 
and not foicc any suit of electoral system or form of government on 
us. I t  was up to lire Congolese — and still is up to them — to make 
plans foi their own constitution; it is likewise up tu the Congolese 
people to foim their own government -and their own assemblies 
through elections t in t ate completely free
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On tin* our lime! Hclginm promised m Independence and lienee 
the dctnotia lirilinn  of Hie Congo, and on Hit- other hand the mill- 
ulcr nf the Congo offered ns j  simulacrum nl democrat), and time- 
fme the disguised pcipctiutim i nl mu colonial statin. These two 
things were incompatible, and we wanted the lines to lie diawrn in 
broad daylight.

I have never said ilia l I want to inairh against Itclgnnu or llia l 
we w ill march against Belgium, ihicc I am well aware that the oscr- 
wfichniug majority ol the llclgian populace it  against the oppression 
ol blacks; I hate obsoved tins each time that I hate visited del 
films The Belgian people in the mother country ire not i t  all in 
favor o| the coloniil status to winch the Congo it  subjected today, o 
tcgimc ol cmlatcmcnt whcichs an entile populace nf fomteen m il
lion is subjtctctl to the dictatorial sole of a tins economic obgairhy. 
I know (torn personal experience that the Belgian people in the 
mother tountiy do not have imperialist designs tin us. and that if  it 
were up to them, we Congolese would not Ik  suffering all th r mis 
fortunes that we use experiencing today.

Our lorturcil aic in the Congo, along with a handful of men 
pulling the strings in Belgium —  men whose only concern is the 
dividends I lies- leap from big colonial and c jp ita liil companies It 
is a m inojitt of (tui|xiii-iUppers who arc responsible for out vid 
crneii.

( know that aftet the Congo wins its independence, w-c w ill call 
upon many Belgians in the nsotho country to ccnnc help us in the 
Congo, |sist at mans young Congolese will gain special experience 
and receive training in Belgium.

As paitisam of the friendship between peoples, tomorrow we will 
prove— once our government is set up — that we ate not in c iili m 
anliwhilc Racists, c itlic i while or black, arc simply idiots: it ii 
I mm a il value that counts, and all the rest is slieci mystification

In these modem limes, an Hide pendent Congo cannot live in 
isolation il  must lake its place among the fiee nations, within the
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framework of sincere economic and scientific- coopciation. But the 
Congo mml enjoy (he prerogatives of sovereignty without inordinate 
delay.

Our aim is to conclude a treaty of alliance with Belgium siftu the 
proclamation o f our indepcndciKC, but line must he done «n an 
coital footing mid in complete freedom: our two independent na 
I ions— Ilie Congo nntl Belgium - w ill Ik  united under the sign 
of friendship and fraternal collaboration.

I hnc arc cur intentmm with regard to Belgium. Bui the coin 
SH.il officials, who today no longer enjoy the confidence of the people 
Isccause they have always conducted themselves in the Conge as 
•hcv would in a conquered country, have always craftily attempted 
to pull the wool over the cyst o f the people in the mother country : 
tl»n make m m il to Ik  the enemies of Belgium, whereas in actual 
fact we are not. We me lint against Ihc Belgians; we ate only against 
the machinations of the colonial officials. I hew colonial and dicta 
■Ofi.d officials ate the u ito  who me tniinug the friendship between 
Dcigiuni and Ihc Congo; they- arc the ones who cmhittci Africans; 
they me the ones who minder people; they aic the ones wlm scoff 
at the dignity of the Mark 111.111; they arc the ones svliu dcm ouliic 
tlic  Congolese; they Jic the ones who disturb (Kopie s peace n f mind 
ami disturb Ihc peace of society; they arc the ones svho deprive the 
woik of Belgium of its liuu iin ilu run  quality; they are the ones who 
give blacks the idea that Belgium is a colonialist nation.

'Iliis  tn ith  it  camouflaged- it is camouflaged In certain relations 
the colonial idmimstralion cntc ii into; it is mocked hy a chain of 
Itevsapapcn published in the Congo whose- watchword is to defend 
those who provide then funds, to conceal the truth. In mislead puls 
lie opinion in the mother country, to smg the praises nf the colonial 
jdmmis1t.ilion an as m il to betray it, In slyly fight against black 
nationalists who condemn the injustices of whites and call lor Ihc 
enjoyment of human freedoms by their htolhers, to label them agi
tators, extremists. anti-Belgian communists, agents of Moscow, men
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taking ortlc it from Accra, Guinea, and to on. ‘Itiis  is a cleverly 
stogexl drama. a wcll-otchcsl rated piopjg.nidr campaign earned on 
both by the colonial press and by colonial satliti stations.

T ile  few Congolese who allow themselves lo Ik  eonnplixl lie Ihc 
whites and always lie la ihcru in order lo win llic ir sympathies and 
assure themselves a lew petty favors, those who earn money by in 
dulging in antinational propaganda, who blindly sign electJisiiiom 
dtawn np Ik:fore the fact, arc hailed by llie administration and the 
picss as "the only fricndi of Belgium." Ihc "ical tpflkcsmcsi," “ lire 
only intelligent people.-' Ihc "moderates.' llu l these tim e  moderates, 
these puppets. once they find ihcmsebct among Congolese, say the 
CMC! opposite of what they say to the whites. They are two laced 
pcoplcl And tlie administration and the colonialists prefer to make 
then deals with these hypocrites.

In Stanleyville in particular, all these liypcuilcs whom the ad 
ministration lias always hailed as legitimate representatives o f the 
populace have been gotten rid of with owe sweep ol the bioom In 
the recent elections. For years they were appointed members of the 
Provincial Council and the Council of Government became they 
could be counted on to skIc with the administration, h ill I lie eke 
(ions — which "eliminated" these former government councilors- - 
prove that these inert did not represent the populace at all and never 
had its eon fide nee 

Belgian opinion in the mother country knows nothing about these 
truths: they will, however, triumph sooner or later.

TuW /fA pordfpaph I l i t  governor gocj oir:

I thouglil j I Tint that Mr. I.iiiuuinba. having been diuppointcd 
liv ihc iin iiiitc i'i reply, had losl his eompomir. Hut I have since 
learned that he was trained in motulioiiary techniques abroad I 
nm personally convinced that .ill these milages were planned in ad 
vanee and lin t Mr. I.unsuiuba deliberately incited the not ill Order 
lo dig a bloody bench between blacks and whites

Rtffuftf/ioN;
Ib is  is a gratuitous recusation, mingled w itli malicious fulieliuotli.
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The governor would be incapable ol furnishing (lie slightest proof 
tliQi I have been I mined in rcvolutiouaiy technique* abroad.

In ihc prcicnt colonial period, if a black from the Congo so much 
si lake* a Irip  to Kuropc or another African count iy. lie is auto 
muticall) accused of all to il* of unimaginable aim. If Ik  is not fle 
cuicd of going there to gel I mining in revolutionary techniques- 
«s the governor declaim in hit speech people arc lure to say that 
he went Ihcrc to veil the Congo out to the Russians, or to the 
Ainciic.ini.

Since I vvat able — despite the uunicrmii obstacle* that were |>ol 
in my way by the administration — to leave the Congo to attend 
international or Pan-African mcctingv devoted to the piobleim of 
Africa or the Congo. I am icgarded by the colonial administration 
and the colonial officials as a black sheep. Out ol pmc preju 
dice. . . .

lit ii when there same ofheiah. these same Ktnopcaus tend certain 
Congnlcvc to Rome. tn Germany, In America, to Belgium, or to 
variouv African countries, they do not make accusations against 
them; they dn not criticize them became these Congolese have ic 
coved their “ blessing."

When iminbcrv of Parliament or Belgian politicians go to Amer
ica. Russia, I'rciiKc, Ivgypt. Arabia, China. Poland, i i  it  to gel their 
marching orders or training in icvnlulioiiaiy techniques?

It it committing a sin in leave the Congo, to go away to learn, to 
improve oneself, lo educate oneself and establish contact with other 
groups of human beings? Arc llK  whiles of the Congo who often 
travel mil tide the cnunlry criticized?

An fltlcmpt is being made lo turn the Congo into a notivc tesei 
vat ion, which the blacks can leave on their own initiative only at 
the risk of teeing thcmvclvcs called despicable spits in the soviet 
of foreign powers. In this regard the governor's speech is nothing 
but a ditguivtd form o f propaganda to discourage Congolese who 
waist to travel outside I Ik  Congo.

The governor would also be unable to justify bis "conviction"
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oidec to dig a blond) trendi between blacks and whites.

Am I the one who gave the Kutopean police officials uidei* to 
proceed to massacre blacks? W in it not the idm in iitia tion which, 
being unable to find nny way of arresting me and subverting my 
parly, took .xtvantage of the fact that we were holding a (august 
to unlcasb the fotcci of rcpicction in order to get its hands on me? 
■fbe Congolese have done nothing, the mcmbcis of my hive 
engaged in no net of violence. I ltavc never told the populace to 
rebel against the public authentic* Congolese are being killed, with 
Hie greatest crucltv. became they have joined the M NC . hecame 
they have cried IN  1>F.PKNPKNCK

The governor believed tli.il h it iCign was oser. because inilCJd of 
acclaiming him, the block) of bit piovjncc acclaimed me; "lamg 
live l.umumlxil lamg live our im u itlc rl" lbs pride was bull, and 
that it  why lie oulcred the rcpicsunn and my aiust.

"I h it it  the real truth of the mallei, at evelyone knows. This it 
the tiuth that the governor of Stanleyville It attempting to suppress 
with every force at h it command.

If I hod deliberately incited a riot, why would I have tent a tele 
gram of protest to the governor of the province (a telcgiom that he 
refuted tu lake any action on) when lo t police began h in lilly  at 
lacking Congolese?

If  I had incited a riot, why did I leave the eongretv one day and 
lake a person wlm had been ilin l at and seiinmly wounded by u 
Fiuropraii police officer to the ioy.il prosecutor mxl ask him to open 
an inquiry?

If 1 had incited a not, at the governor inserts — w illinul pmduc 
iug the slighted proof, moreover — I would not have contacted the 
governor ami the royal prosecutor and taken all these steps to secure 
their iutcrveiitioii.

Thcic were no acts un my part and unlhmg in my behavior In 
substantiate that 1 dm a rabble-router.

ft it  curiout that a governor of a province, a public official, ran

’ M  n i l .  S M N U ' . V V I U I  I N C I W M S
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publicly nuke such completely unfounded accusations against inc.
The only possible explanation of Mils irresponsible behavior is 

Hut llic  governor, finding it difficult In justify Ins acts and Hie 
seasons behind the Stanleyville massacre, believed it iicecuaiy to 
sesort to a suhlcifngc making me a trapcgo.il in order to justify 
Ihc sieging of the plot that bad been so easrlully planned 

On no occatioi) did I preach violence within the MNC. Quite the 
contrary I have always condemned violence, luutalily, and m|ustkc; 
1 cannot myself me what I condemn in othcti, namely violence.

I cuii only bitterly dcplme the Iwibatous steps that the admnmtia- 
lion bus lakcn ugainst a peaceful, iinanmd populace that aik« only 
one thing of it the enjoyment of H lK K tX lM .

Theic was nothing that could justify the me of aims against the 
|sopulacc; it was calm.

'J'hrrfsvnfh fu iragtnph . T /u  gow/nur sidle*:

Thursday evening llie meeting was Hill more rioloui Many pco 
pic in the audience were shouting IIk ii acclaim and waving latsco 
and nuclides. and there wu talk of a nuirh on the downtown au j 
of the city tlie next day.

Refiild/ion:
‘I'hutsday was October 39. 1959, the opening day of the Special 

Congress organized hy the followiiig five political parties: the Center 
of African Kcgroupmcnl, with licad<|itaiters in Ruknvn, the People’s 
Party, with headquarters in l-copoldvillc. the Congo Federation, 
with hcad(|uartcis In Kliubclhvillc. the Rwandcic National Union, 
wills headquarters in Rwanda llurmidi, and llie Cougulesc Naliunal 
Movement.

The M N C  congress held its closing session nn October j8. 1959 
in absolute calm.

Al lhe opening session n( ibis Special Congress, six speeches were 
delivered- hy Messrs. VVeregcmcrc and Katltamina, both delegates 
of llie Center of African Rcgroupmcnl; Alibc. nf the People’ s Parly; 
Michel Rwsg.is.iiia, secretary-general nf the Rwandese National
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Union; Kmmanncl N;.o?i, (Ik  delegate of the Congo Young People's 
Union, and myself.

These various speeches were reports on ihe orientation of our 
political piogram.

At no lime during this meeting was there talk of .1 "march on tho 
downtown area of the city the next day." i.c., October $0. ‘ITse gov. 
crnoi has «|uile ait imagination What would svt have done in tow'll? 
What would we have been looking for? What would we have been 
trying to accomplish?

Ccntraiy to the governor s slanderous statements, Ihcrc win no 
march on the downtown area of the city the next day (October 30). 
Such a inarch was all a pioduct of the governor's imagination.

On October 30, the Congolese were in the ciW;* we were holding 
.1 meeting in a private house when suddenly we hcaid gunfire; ic 
picnion had begun, foi no icasnn ami with no explanation. A few 
moments later, the Mangobo District, where we were holding the 
congress, was placed under military occupation; dead bodies were 
shewn about all over. Ttsvie had been 110 uprising to justify this 
military attack; il was the fm it o f a plot hatched in advance 

Docs the governor consider it a crime for an audience to shout its 
acclaim and manifest ils enthusiasm during a meeting?

W lia l the governor a lls  "riotous" bclsavioi, refciring to the meet
ing held by us on Tluusday, October 29, was only a manifestation 
of joy. of exultation; the Congolese were rejoicing at having prom
ised us their complete support in the pursuit of rust objective: the 
immediate independence o f the Congo 

'Ihe  fact that the popular masses have rallied lound Ihe MNC 
displeased the governor and his administration; they were upset by 
it, because we condemn the colonial regime and i l l  consequences.

The governor did not attend out meetings, and no official wm 
present at the meeting on Thursday, October 19: xo how can the

• A French colonist term, icteining lo the loeaNrd “nstivr" quartet (Train 
litor'i note.)
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govcrnoi clcjgnialicjlly atveil dial "tlic ic  wav u l k  nf •> match on tin  
downtown aica of the c ilvT  

T lt it  it something lie made up out of wltolc clolli 
Having no fear dial a dental would lie forthcoming, since lie lud  

reduced me to lilcnee by throwing me in peivon, die govcrnoi dclili 
ciatclv mi vied die public.

Thirteenth f io in ^ ra p h  (continued). The g o w n o i g o 4 i on:

Tlie piupjgjiu lj nl Hit MNC. at cvrijonc m .Sianlcvvillc knows, 
it accompanied b\ the (d ilution of groups to intimidate llic Congo 
Icic and Iokc Ihtiu to pav Im I licit mcnilxntnp cjiiI in l l i t  MNC 
T he nundici of mcnibeii of die pally vdio liavr Iticn foieed to goln 
IIINW Ik )oik1 leckoiiing.

R«/nfdfrnn:
T liiv i t  a gtalnilmn astcilion. Not line Congolese lu t  tliuv fill 

complained In the mithoiilics dial lie liar heen the victim ol an\ 
to il of iuliinidallon mi the pail ol mcmbcii of die MN'C. No one 
hat cvci liccn forced or pietvmcd in ln  joining Ihc MN'C.

If we me fighting fn i l :RKIvl)QM, it  i t  in order that each Coil- 
goksc c i l iw n  may enjoy personal freedom uikI hit civil nghli. T ld t 
ficednni iinpliev dial even man lint the light to think, moke choicer, 
uml act according lo die dictates of h it coiiicicncc and die law.

The l iu ll i of Ihc maltci n dm : detpilc pcrvccution l>v (lie fldnim- 
iilr.ilion  nml the campaign lo  ulntrnct our movemcnl, the M N C  
hat me I. ami iv continuing lo meet. with iuc ic jtiiig  tucccsv. In ordci 
lo light us, in nidcr lo lu l l  the advancing lidc in favoi of Ihc MNC. 
die administration it visibly supporting certain political parlkt. a 
nunrtxi of which wete i l l  own idea: lint all llie ic parties arc lamen
table fni In rev the Congolese in it lttu l llxm .

The Congolese join die M NC volunUtily; bolh men and women 
puv for (licit inemltcrvltipcuiilt volnnl.nily.

The entile |»pulace volcd loi die M N C  of ils own ficc will, 
enabling it lo win an overwhelming victory in llic dcclioni on 
December 10: llic M NC woo 90 percent of Ihc icatv m all of llic 
Congolese communis m Stanleyville,
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Government officials saw lo il lli.il ilic  ckclium  were hom il; ihc 
IkojiIc voted freely. ’ l l ic  governor's mtinualiom .lie completely un- 
founded. There are Ihe fact*!

Fc/iirivenffr /KUcig/a/j/i. The governor stain.

1  he agitation earned by Lumumba and Ins (oui or live Ihouiand 
uitul clients" plunged lie  hunilied ihouiand rctidenls of Stanley 
s i l k  into a daft uf dangerous unieil.

iU/ofdfron:
1 aimed no agitation. I do nol have four or fisc thousand 

"elicit I t "  In Stanleyville; Iml IIh: entire populate lucks Ihc M NC 
there i i ample proof of Ihn. Il i i  llic  enlire Congolese people who 
arc demanding their independence, nol |Uil Ihc residents of Slanlcy 
ville. The pnlilic.il atmnsphcic in .Stanleyville n Ih r same ai that in 
nil Ihc populalmn rcnlcn of the Congo: it it the ic iu ll of an in 
escapable evnlution.

F i/iw u  fwrdgnrpfi I Jus governor tiiitet:

Tim apprehension «a« toon (ell b> Ihc inmates of (Ik- prison, In 
the very lieait of ihc cily. and laic I liday af It moon five hundred 
mmatci refined lo go peaceably lu t l  In ihcli cctli. lore then metal 
beds npail, and aiming tlicinteWei v ill i the iion bait liter lud thus 
obtained. singed a revoll

iN'ofe.
The pnion i t  sevctal kilometers uwat fiom Ihc place whcic we 

were holding Ihc congress. No delegate lu die conguss had any 
eonlacl with Ihc prisoners; nunc of us went lo the (Hiton llic  
tame of flic  inmates' rciolt mud |>c sought elKwhcte. Iliis  is nol 
llic  f in l time Iliac Ihc inmates of the Stanleyville ptison hate ic- 
belled; there have been similar east i m ih r pail 

It is the height of slander lo attcnipl lo place the blame for the 
inmates* revolt un me.

S ia lrf ulfi paragraph The governor conliimrs

The people wtic all (Acivic ittd. It would base been criminal to 
allow Lumumba and hit congtcit In go on v ill i tlieii caiupai|u to
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«lu op the populace. Ihc police wire llicccfoic given orders to oc
cupy (hr building in which I’j l ik c  l.ntiunnba «a« making inflam
matory speeches lo llic pcpitlace even day. *1 Ini building, by llic 
way. was n communal hall

A f/u lW iw i:
l l ic  M N C  congress gml I did not eomluct any tost ul campaign 

lo i l i i  np llic  people The governor, (mtliennoic, cositiudicta him 
«clf. aincc In llic  fonrlli paragiuph of liiv sj>ccch lie ita U v  "  ll ic  
congress that opened an l-'ritlay. (kto licc 2). proceeded in a more 
or lets norm.il w.iy unlit Wcdiiciday inglil. . And the public 
aulhoiilict, despite growing lenvion nml despite certain provocn 
lioMi and threats of disorder, allowed llic  rmigicsi lo puisne i l l  <Ic 
liberation!."

T lic  M N C  congress, which n)»eiicil on (kiolser 23. ended on 
Wednesday, Octobci 28, 11)59: there were no incidents, and the 
ad ministration did not cnficize us m .ms way.

'Ih c  MNC: congress no longer had anything lo do with the din- 
alimi, since it  had had Its final session on (k to b tt 28. 1951).

On October 29 another congress opened ihc Special Congress 01 
ganized by five nationalist political parties ( llic  Ccica, Ihc UN’AR, 
the People'1 Parly, tlx  Cicncr.il h'cduation ol the Congo, and Ihc
M N C ).

On October 30, lhal j i  to iay. two days aflci the closing session 
of the M N C  congress, while Ihc Special Congress was still meeting, 
the administration w-enl into action, mounting a icprcssist- illnck 
on Ihc |iopiilaec for no legitimate icason whalsocsei

It is therefore ahiutd lo uitcrl, at the governor docs, that "It 
would have been criminal Co allow l.umviniha and his congress to 
go on with their campaign lo stir np Ihc people."

It was not l.nnuimba's congress; i t  was 110I l.nnmmba who ssai 
hulding the congress, it was. r.slhcr. the congress of llic  political 
parlies. Oiganlzed by Ihc fisc italinnahsl parties already mentioned 
And these five pulilical parlies colleclis-cly assumed responsibility 
for it.
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Hul I lie guvetnur, mill pursuing h it aim nf arresting l.umtmiha, 
cleverly make* no mention of the S|>ccml Congress of the panics, 
and (loci iHit speak o f the other p tililir.il parties with which we 
were jointly holding this congress; he mentions only "l.mmnnba,”  
as il l.unuimbj personified the five parties, lie  don not incut ion 
the six speeches delivered during this congress on the same eve
ning. October 19: In- refciv only to l.mmmiba'v speech.

l•■o l̂owillg the governor's example, the Public Puiscintoi's Office 
is doing the same tiling. There is a special way of administering 
justice in the colonies.

I lia d  public opinion has demanded that a parliamentary com 
mission of inquiry Ik  sent fo the Congo to determine who Hie re 
sponsible patties urc. the Belgian government has completely dil 
regarded this demand And lor good icasonl

Dining llie ii lecenl stay in Belgium, the leaden of the A k ilo -  
MNC-PSA coalition asked the in iiililc r i o f flK  Congo to send 0 
commission of inc|uiry. Sinnlai petitions wetc ptesented to the king 
by sarious groti|M dining Ins visit to the Congo to study the situ 
atiou.

Is Mis Majesty, too, going to refuse to allow- light to Ik  shed on 
this aflair and the massacre of some thirty Congolese?

( .Vjiicfwion

I am neither directly lint indirectly icvponsiblc fot tlic Stanley 
villc incidents. The entire populace of Stanleyville w ill substantiate 
my plea that 1 am innocent.

The administration does not look with favor on the glowing ini 
CCsv that the M N C  is enjoying. Il docs not look with favor on tins 
success because 111 it« eyes the M N C  is a revolutionary movement 
that exposes all the administration's errors to the braid light of 
day.

The administration feai* that the M NC , thanks to this success, 
w ill be iu power, or have a large share in power, once national in-
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stilutions and u Congolese government 01c Ml up. Thai is why (lie 
administiation i f  taking every possible slep to decapitate ihc M NC 
be foie things reach (h it stage, by thiowiug i l l  inp leaden ill |i il.

Sltoukl (lie administration be allowed 10 me juiticc at 0 private 
ss'Mpon for urcjkm g vengeance oil leaden who do mil totally ap 
pmw of ilt  policy?

If it a timely move for the administration la launch i t '  icecnt 
wave of rcpicstion against ii i l in iin li ' l  leaders at the very moment 
that we Die icatching for «nlid bases fni a genuine democracy? I i 
Mill any way to fosles fiicnd 'h ip between out tw-o people'? W ill 
ftielHlihip lie established Isclsvecn the Belgians and Ihc Congolese 
h\ engaging in massacres, by Ihicalcning ns with icsolvcn, machine 
guns, ami cannoni?

I ' it  Immune fu i an ndniiniilralinn flint claims to be Chnstlan 
ami civilized to ad in this way Inward peoples whom It has under
taken In educate, protect, mid cmaiKipatc?

Is it im t for an adininisliation In lake nnfan advantage of the 
strength o f i l l  annici and continually organ ire puiiilise expedition! 
against an nn.iinud -.iik I jw.iccahlr populace? A |>opuUcc that for 
eighty yean has olfcrcd the Belgians i l t  liospil.ilily?

It it  icasnnablc for the genital interest of the nation to lie tram
pled nildcifoot foi « jio iis  o f fiihc pndc or for a few 'elfish |Kivjlc 
intnc'ls?

Is i l  aeecptahle tlml n few individuals punning then pcrion.il in 
lercsls or allcnipling to ufcguaul a few little privileges that they 
niiiin lcrpiet should continue to shatter the ties of friendship be 
tween the Congo and Belgium?

Is it  conceivable that Belgium, which has nisumcxl .1 grave moral 
responsibility with regard to the Conga on lire inlciuatiana) plane, 
sliould allow i l l  colonial officials to do as they please, as they are 
doing loday?

Is it  not time to raise a line and <sy over Mine ignuhlc acts of 
fh i  huuumiU?
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I t  >i In fucndsliip and witlvuut bailed lhai I am pimmng my nb 
Icclivc. the triumph o( freedom and justice in (be Congo

r  Lu m u m m

National President o f I lie M NC

Incarcerated in tbo Slanleyvillc prison for having demanded I he 
ficedom of ihc Congo.





In i q 6o  a crucial year began /or flic Congo. The political unrest 
spread fram the alter to the countryside On famra/y 3 Kin$ liau 
douin returned to hrustelt after h it tour of the Congo, h i Stanley 
vtUr he had been greeted by crowdi rhouting “ Vraa Lumumba1”  

On January 5. (lie Jlifgniri government began drawing up the h it 
of those who were to  pdrdcipdlc in the Impending Hound Table, 
and the first black delegates arrived in flru jsrti on flic  ninf/i. On 
f/j« thirteenth the l i l t  wa 1 made public. There were fil Congoleie 
invited. 4} active delegate’ and $8 alternates flu 1 I he nationalist 
patties immediately proteiltd  dgdiiul the arbitrary apportionment 
of teats. Lumumhd fallowed •w il l*  closely from h it piiton cell.

1 J /IT K R  T O  |KAN  V AN  I.IKKDK

Staiilcsvillc. faimaiy 1 i960
My dear |ea»,

l l  was 0 teal jik a 'iiic  lo  tceeivc your charming letter, (or 
which I thank you kindly. I apologize (or having Id  many day» 
go by bcfoic untwcimg you. I have been very busy recently pic 
paring iny detailed defense.

Attorney Jem Auburtin, of the Parii bar, vs ho if  to take over my 
detente, arrived in Stanleyville 011 the ninth of this month Attar 
ncy Rolln war kept away by his parliamentary duties, and urkctl At 
toinov M onts lo replace him. He loo hai just arrived from Brut 
sell He was a lawyer m Stan ot one Iinx . Another lawyei in Ston, 
Attorney Rene Rom, 11 working with Attorneys Auburlin and Mac- 
rtr, and the three of them w ill defend me jointly.



' l l ic  lti.il it  lo njH.ii <m Monday. January »8 I have done noth 
mg to justify my being exiled. I h a ir committed no ciiinc, no 
misdeed. oilier than having demanded nm independence. T li l i  in 
dcpuidencv II out sacred light. jik I Helginin doo  not dispute Ih ii. 
We have jluays cnde.ivorcd to attain this imltjKiidencc by peace
ful, nmivjnlcnl m u n i. My attorneys w ill hung the tm lli lo light 
fni the world lo ice.

IX ip ttc  theve annoyances. which aic always possible in the life 
of nationalist leaden — cijicc iilly  thou- who don't clnml the cate 
chinn of colonialism — I hue  remained faithful lo my vocation. II 
I have sacrificed everything (my job. my family, my leitu iv). it is 
to serve om country.

I received the bill for the books. I have asked iny committee 
to sene! vou u money order. W ill you please add lo the Ini the 
work by Choinl you told me had come out, and the hiogiupliy of 
Gandhi.* If you have ensue atioss other Imoks, you can Mild me a 
second bill.

II lliu package hasn't Isuu sent of! yet, yon can keep the books 
and I 'l l haw them bmnglit lo me by one nf my men who arc 
coming to |)ailieipatc in the KoiiikI Table Conference ( if I haven't 
been freed myself),

I sent Mobutu* to yom Iiovjsc to gel the bookt, but he was un 
able to eoiujiletc the errand I had asked him to do for me, since At 
tomey Anburtiii. the person to whom In- was to give the hooks, had 
jlicady left for Stan.

W ill you please write my seciclaiy, |uvcj>h M 'liuy i, Cost Office 
llox 8101, Irn jw ldville  i,  so that he can semi you complimentary 
copies of the hcwsjsjpci icgnkirly, .uul aim luck copies i l  these sltll 
arc any.

I he unfortunate bickering that you followed Irani afar was

* 'IIi< beol uftuctj M 11 Cliotfit'i 1.1 p.irjK* S t  Siwon Kimfw-ijv 
I I tin h Ibf saw* Mnfwl* wh« ilJ|«d ■ soup d’etat m September i<)6o 

held of lb# ■mty.

• 4® »o«ixo iw a tr conr»> ir*c t
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slatted by people whose naruti 1 need not mention. 'Hie maxim 
divide til regnri has never been moic tine. In any caw. it was only 
.1 flash in the pan, as you surely noticed when the election ictninv 
came in. T li ir  success is only ihc prelude to a fi11.1l decisive vlciot) 

In every organization these uic detections jn d  tlicic at wap will 
be In every political paily theiu w ill always I k  fence straddlers, rein 
cgddcs, dcviatwisistj.* What happened m the MN'C in the begin
ning wav a weeding out pruceis, or rather a necessary choice, (01 it 
is not possible for two ideologies to coexist. I for my |w il am for 
nllily, whereas the Kalnnjis, Ihc Ng.)lu1as. and the IK-os ate for div 1 
lion. Kver since it was founded, in October 1958, the M N C  lias 
o|>tcd for uniftf/iim. A t tlic  joint congress held in Apnl 1959 by 
the various political paitics in Lulujliouig. sve slated once again 
that this was our position, and all the putties present adopted it 
'I'hc entire doctriiK of the M NC is based on lire unity o f tile 
Congo. And it the dissidents have now opted for Kasavulm's fed 
crallint. it is solely out of op|ioilunism. I lasing been icjcclcd by all 
the M NC chaplets because of their eel of treamn against the paity, 
and falling apart more and mote, they have now nestled mtdci the 
wings of the Aha leu in older to eater lo liib a l feelings.

lin t we will I j I I  about all ihcte problems vivo \ x k c  when we 
have a chance to gel together again.

Yours in |Kifect furodihip,
I*. larMUMBA

Aa the Hound T ahU In J i/nu rli w<r« holding if i f in l tauiont, Pa- 
trice Lvmumha appeared before the Stanleyville T rt brined. The ten 
tcirce funded down by l l i i t  tribunal is cfrvrr/y based on evidence 
$jfhered from secret tape recording* made by the Surety,

The defendant was icrifcnccd la tlx  months in prison <11 the vary 
moment that all the nationalist leaders attending the Round Table

• l.umumba n icfening twer lo • poily quai/el rliai (olkm-rd the split within 
Ihe MNC
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in BtuittU  W4ic demanding that hv h« n t  fr«t W i have included 
only o few sig/iiffedut exhitih  of tin t t>cat fruit of colonial juifie*.

Penal Roll no. 1 j jjo

IK N /C
II. M . H. no. 411 jo

TIIU TRIBUNAL OF STANI.KYVII.U-:
S PIT IN G  AS A COUR'I OK FIRST INSTANCE 

I I I 1A 1U N C  A C R IM IN A L  CIIARCU 
HAS RKNOKRUO L i l l i  K C H JD W IN C  J U IX iM liN T

Public Scivion o f January 11. >96:1
I'iik Pumic rnoucuum  v iM iu  Lomumia. Patrice Hcwciy, von 

of Tolengii, Mill living, and Annilu. Julienne, v lill living, married tn 
Opnngn, Pauline, br»in in O iu lm  ( Icri ilo iy 0! k-itako Ivnmhc. di«- 
met of Sjnknru) on |u1y 15,19*5; president of flic  MNC. w lllor 111 
chief o f lhe daily paper Indepeudtlwe; 11 resident of IxopoWvIlle. 
Kalainn Commune, avenue Ilimnneio, no. A. i l ;  iininatriciilalcd in 
Stanleyville September 16. 1954: iim iK iftk illtlion  card no j.  Vol. I. 
Folin a nf Stanleyville, presently uiulci |MCvcntiii- detention

11 u ( A l t e r d  W R H

I. Having. lluough speeches deliveicd in public meeting* or placet 
in Stanleyville in Mangnlio Conumme. on October 18. 19*9. and 
in particular a ipcech in the communal hall, a public gathering 
place, before an audience o f river unc thousand, ibc complete text 
i l l  which hav been reproduced in the court iccurd (Item* 11 to 19 
and at to jj ),

(a) incited the populate to rive up against the established pow
ers. saying, aiming oilier things, mid not by way of liin it. ilion. . . .

". . . they have vet up two military bale*: one at Karnina, mid 
one at Kitona; why all these bases? To intimidate you, to nppicia 
you. What puipovc do all these military bases sene in Africa?
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Ulacki lire peaceful men. blacks arc peace-loving men. W liom 
would we fight? All llicu- base), all llieav anus that arc liere. that 
arc aimed out way? Hut we ate determined. T lie ic  is no holding 
tuck a determined people. Death awaits us today. tomouow. some 
day in Hie future, we know not when. Death means nothing to us 
The only tiling that counts is fiCcdom. And when we go fotlh to 
die lomuirow with >em. monuments will be In iilt in Stanleyville, in 
l.uluabourg, in Coq. all ovci the country', to the victims of colonial 
irm. March: don't be afioKll*' . .

". . . T h ii evening, during the night, trucks lu ll of police . . . 
all Unit a provocation planned m advance. Confronted with the po 
sitioni that we have taken, which arc yom |iosilioiis. the administra
tion wants to provoke incidents at any price, to provoke blacks, to 
send them packing or perhaps massacre them, but all that must not 
frighten us. Arc you afraid?"

. You arc regarded os some sort of poultry that ir to he killed 
offhandedly, like 0 chicken. W lia l have we dune? What have we 
done? W h.il crime have we committed? Hove we piovoked the 
|{liro|iCJnv? W hy are wre being provoked in out own country? W f  
don’t have any arms " . . .

. In the (ou itc of this congress the nationalist patties aic 
going to study how we c ji i  organize nut provisional government 
ourselves, without any intervention from the administration; the 
first task of this pinvisinnsl government w ill l>c to picpaic a draft of 
a constitution, which w ill then Ik  vnlcd on hy the people Once 
this pioposcd constitution is adopted, plans w ill be made In hold 
elections to «ckct a leprrvcnlalive government, elected hy the |XO 
pic and for the people."

. 'Use piinci|*j| nim of this Special Congress is to form, to cs 
tahllsh, a common national liberation front."

W /mmuc the above charges hove Ixcn htoiighl against the dc 
fendant;

\X//icrroji as a consequence it it (Ik  duly of the public prosecutor 
to open an investigation even in caws where the denunciation is
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anonymous; ami i l  is likewise his duly to Kixe u magnetic tape K  
coxier if  it is likely Mini pmof of Hie infraction may Ik  forthcoming 
as a result of hearing (lie (ape;

■ in ikibun.m. akim  no i. archmsnt

F iw li the defendant guilty uf charge J/cj, b, and c, through (he 
application n l the provisions o f article aa of (lie Penal Code and on 
the basis either of article 186 or article 191 of (he Penal Code, since 
penalties dial aie conuninatcirv by law me identical, ami sentences 
him (o a penalty of four months of principal penal servitude,

Kindi the defendant guilty of charge ll/«r nnd b. Ihruugh the tp  
plica I ion of the provisions of article ao of the Penal Code ami un 
the basis either of article 186 oi article 191 of the Penal Code, and 
sentences him to a penally of two months nf principal penal servi
tude;

Decrees that these sentences shall t>e served consecutively, that 
Is to say, six months of principal penal servitude;

Orders that the defendant betaken into custody immediately.
T/urr judged and pronounced i» t l ir  public session of January as, 

iq6o, in Stanleyville.

On foundry a  another scandalous incident suddenly occurred. 
The colonial administration secretly decided to transfer Lumumba 
to the prison in fadutvillc, in Katun#*.

TJ'UCCRAM FROM LU M U M BA  I t )  INS A ITO R N K YS

M S M  A N I1 M A R R ^ S ,  A T T O R N E Y S .  S T A N L E Y V I L L E  

as 5836/ 53;  fAOcrrvin.r 119 14 1100
B C C U I V L O  T R L T O R A M  T H A N K S  S i r . l ’ .S T A K E N  S T O P  A IKK IS  ANIS I N S I S T E D  

a r  v i s i r r o  n v  you n u t s a r  d k p a r h i r k  n u i  A U i l l O R l l J K '  s t a n  

r i r . i i r r i . v  n a r o s r n  s t o p  w a s  i R A N s n c R a r o  j A n o r v i u . K  u n m r  i n n

R O U S  C I R C U M S 1 A N C M  T H R O W N  O N  1‘ I.ANIC J IAR1 K O O l  S I I I R T I .K S S  H A N D  

C U I  P R O  A N D  P H Y S I C A L L Y  A S S A U L T E D  T I L L  A R R IV I .D  O N  B O A R D  S T O P  l O R -



J A N U A R Y  i 960 I f  I

th r u  i u n i in i iy i  .m i ms ro u i.M iO K i rc m a ik  raisoN  h a s  an o  no  

CIIAXCr. 1HIRT St OF F IK A ll. I'lC K UP M V JIIINCS M IIO N  AMU Civr. 

THEM MY M i m i M  1IOJ1 AM IN M AXIM UM  S K V R I1V PRISON JADOI

v im  r  MiAf.Rvnn rx c i.u d v in .Y  c o m m o n  c m m in a m  n iA P iir. m y  m m

STATUS AND NATURE MY U N  I UNCI S lO r KIKPIKO CAl.M ANU CUI 

S-ICIKD
I.UMIIRISA

h i order to thuv it the Mbninhtrotion'% nidueurcii, ttu  CongofcM 
leaden at I he Round Table Conference formed «i l /» it r t /  Front on 
foundry 1 <j, mid all the delegation! demanded that Lumumba Ac 
tet free, with faiefih Katavubu. foieph RofUango. end A llied  Ka 
ihamura serving 01 their principal ipakeimen.

On January 3+ J.mniinibu n-tJi releeied from the fadotulle piinon. 
lUifiite d recommendation In the conlraiy by the Office of the 
Governor General in I.eo/ioldwMc f.urruimfa took of} from the 
F.liiahethville aii/m tl amid the acclaim of ttumimiiJi of Coiigo/cw 
and iirrftvd ill liriinW t on /unitary 3J.

I.umum/ra #Jtf> Ih ii nnpuhliihad text to /can ran Lieide on hit 
d/rnvi in Urutselt. It nvi /narked for the Round Table te iiion of 
Thuttday, January117. but mu* nc»«?r delivoed

I would like first of ill In thank the Ik lg ijn  pcopk, who icjccicd 
.1 repressne policy in llic Congo; and |o ir irg  tlicit cftoits w ilh  those 
o( the Congolese people in Ihc lattei's ilniggle loi llic ir independ- 
nice, secured my ideate fmm priion, lliu i allowing 1110 lo paitici- 
|XHc today in llic Round Table Conference, where the lu tu ic of Ihc 
Congo is at slake.

I would next like lo pomi onl lli.il my liberation will lie meaning
ful only if all other Congoicic |>o1itka 1 pmonen sie also freed. ‘Ihc 
NcIgMii people -lie hoi aw.nc dial Ihcrc are slill thousands o f Con 
gokic in priion today and dial many more arc now being tried in 
Ihc couilt.
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Although certain political leaden lute been freed became public 

opinion m i jk ilc d , il it mil iKCtttaiy lli.il the counllcst uuliiantt. 
IkvI I i ol lltc  M N C  and of the othci p o lilk il parties, who aic d ill 
hems pciiceuted without the public'* «wjic of it. he granted 
un immediate ainnetly Dial will put .in end to the icptcsvon of 
which l in t  arc the victims. Measures that w ill put au cud to the 
present d im  tie of oppicttiou und unrest mutl lie taken immedi
ately.

I lic  M N C  iio tn  with immense satisfaction that the principle of 
immediate independence lias been luoginzcd In louccit with all 
the nlhci political parties, it calls loi t lir  piocLinuliuii of Indcpciid 
cnee on |Hue I, i960.

W e want Ih n  independence to Ik  j  genuine independence, and 
not s facade.

We also waul the independent Congo to Ik  united fm the highci 
mlcicvl o f nui country, Such unity It not only ncccnaiy but indis
pensable for the haimoniout eeonnmlc, social, ami political dcvel 
opment of the Congo. Such unity tnutl be jccompanicd by a broad 
dccintuhration, which will take into account the diversity of the 
great Congolese nation.

The Congo today it  poetically under martial law We du not ttn 
dcittaiid why the Iklgian aihniiiislralion n itcp|)liig up its policy of 
icpiesticn agaiinl the Congolese people at the tery moment that 
the Belgian government is bowing bcfoic the necestily of iccog 
niring the immediate independence of the Congo. I h it pnudoxical 
situation mutt Ik  ended It can only cicalc futlhci incidents harm 
(ul togoud relations between Belgium and the Congo.

The vetting up of new- institutions mutl he cairicd out in u calm 
almosptiric within a peaceful society. We believe that the fiituie 
organization of the Congo must be the work of in  elected astern 
bly, with all men ami women eighteen or nvci enjoying the light to 
vole.

I l  i i  iiidiipeniahlc that the ncccnaiy meatu ic t Ik  taken at set 
Siont ol the RoiiikI Table to cntuic that these electioni aie ficely



hikI piopcrly conducted, w  that they w ill in no way ho con I rolled 
01 influenced by Die administration.

W licn I went to the K livahtlln illc anpocl to tike the plane to 
Belgium, on Hie vciv ume day l lu l  I wav released (nun prison, 
thousand* nl people Itiincel out to publicly express then joy .it the 
thought that the Congo is to be l r «  in a few days

YeilcuUy I was in prison and lacing beaten; today I am taking 
my place jinong my brothcii il the Bound Table. I shall jMttici- 
pate in its I i Imiti without biltcrncu and without lancot

United in our l ie j i t i  ami oui feelings. we shall all woik together 
lo build a powerful and proud Congolese slate 111 the heart o f l ib e l 
Africa.

After the Bound I'ahlr teuton setting the date for mdepeitdem'e. 
f.u/mmibj d/iJ intrnhen of icverof other Corigob'c deleQitfant 
f t r lh ii chieflaim, Atvuteco, Couokdf) met in the evening lo cafe 
hate the e icn l During l/ii» mealing. I.wnumfid nuide the full on 
lug ifd trn ient.

We have gathered togctlici llm  evening to celebrate the coming 
Independence of the Congo, the date of which has |tisl (seen sol 
cmnly vet as June $0, it)6o l ’lut it a hiitotie dale for our beloved 
and beautiful country. Belgium has aided lhe Congo io i eighty 
ytarv Kor eighty y u u  the people of the Congo have been in con 
llmmiiv contact with the Belgians. Ilclgiuni lus done magnificent 
woik 111 Africa, and we ate sincerely |imud nf being I lie bcncfkiaiics 
of tlia l labor. Hut as in every liiiiuon undertaking, change must 
come about. In recent yrais, the Congolese people wcic icstlesv and 
demanded their liberal son from the colonialist regime. T im  penod 
was followed by hesitation, by discontent, by misunderstandings. 
There wav a grcJtcr and gre ater rift between the Belgians and the 
Congnlc vr. Imtween Belgium and the Congo. We nu iil legate! w lut 
lias happened in recent years as a page in hisloiy. And I cannot let 
this day go by without fust dunking the king, who lias cudeavoicd
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to cany mil .iw l ]h ihu i di< work nl I mpok! II with courage .nid 
dclcnninalinn and has vitilvtl Itic Congo ill order lu evaluate Die 
olualiou |>cjiniiaII)-. thereby seeing Dial ■ lie Congulnr people weic 
loial lo liim . although llic\ uanli.il n m ic tliikn  lo cnjui Ike prr 
rogatirci of sorcrcigulr w illinul «UU) 

hu ll pen tie nee iloci col mean a break u illt Hclgiutu. nor Die ex 
puliioii of Belgians from Dh* Congo. Il means Dial Die Congolese 
liflvc grown up and waul lo gnscru l l i t i i  (Otillliy with Hie lunlmucd 
cooperation of Die Ik lg ia iii. T lic  Congolese people will take op 
llio r  K iponiib ilitie i tomorrow. A l they assume lln i i  lank. I hey will 
lin 'd Ihc advice of Belgium 

Why would Belgium lint experience wh.il oilier nations hive ex 
peiicnced? I d u ll cite Dir raie of Ghana, which li.is become totalis 
indi'|>riidi'iil u ithm il severing ila Ik i  with C ira l Hnlain. W e  here 
publicly da le  ili.il we me going In guarantee Die pio|>rily i IkI ' I '  of 
l*uio|Kan c iilu p iiu 'i. hotli Dime of Belgians and lliovc of othci na- 
lionalilici, and the safely of Iheir p risnnn rl 

We ic i|xc t |K.uplc't possessions ami |>crvous W e  me nol pirates. 
I l  would lx  inconceivable for our people to destios what l ie  ban 
jccooiplnlicd or lo appropriate Belgian penpals in the Congo 
W lu l we a ik  i i  Dial Die Belgians in Die Congo adapt lo l l i t  new 
situation ami pul th e m id m  in Die vccvicc uni m ill of Die Congo 
k ic  |Kople hut of humanity.

The Belgians w ill he the fust lo  lie proud o f w  ami Die f i id  to  
say that we have aecomplidicd something magnificent W e  would 
like lo  aik. lo  im i i t  p a i l i iu l j i ly .  Dial a ik n iia l functionaries alun< 
don the ir p irsent a ltitude  toward A fiic a n i. ' I I io k  w ho aie u n w ill
ing  lo  adapt |n Die change Dial w ill be nude  in  Die country ought 
lo  leave Ibe Congo. Those who u n it  lo  ir in a iu  in Die co u u liy  w ill 
enjov our sincere)! fncm ld tip .

l j d i e i  and genllc incn. we are frankly expressing nur feelings in 
this regard. W e  arc reeking frank and sincere integration. W e  die 
going to  prove m  days lu  come Dial f iic m h h ip  between pcopks n
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not an empty word ami t lu t even though we haw not been ade
quately prepared, we ate going to govern nur country without hot led. 
ill l  tp iiil u( modcity. calling on Belgian technician* and adtitci* 
Id help in.

W e will lia\L- pcaunl (oopcratrwi. and Belgian* who wuh 10 
conic In I lie Congo tomonow will find a lialcrnal welcome in mu 
country and will be jh lc  In help build llic  Congolese nation tide In 
iidc with Congo lew peasants fhi» lupine * 3 climate ol confidence, 
of jocial pcflle We will cnde.ivor In bring 1 tlm. dignity, and order 
to the Congo.

Method* m ini 1 lunge sod conltitxilc In I he improvement of Ihc 
living londiliun* ol Congnlnc woikcn. I am grateful to Ihc mimitci 
ol the Congo, lo  Ihc prime minuter, In all ihe m in itk lt  and mem 
ben ul I ’atliamcnl who lu te  w l Ihc dale n four independence.

A ll fouilcen million o l mu people iliaic uni |oy.

Pnl/ic** taonumha rm nieJuld)' too* a leadmg tola in Ihe labor* 
of Ihc Round 7 dWr. openly denouncing (hr bocJrifdge maneuver
ing of l lu  European arfviat u  of Moire Tifiontbe'a Corwtaf. who 
were atlempling lo  dttlroy  Congoiew unify. On lehruaty 4. L11 
mum ba pie w ile d  j  propurof llm l l it ,  fo itp li llio , and LXrmai Kama 
had drawn up lira owning ba/ocr

When the work ol ihc Bound Table ConfciciKc ii  concluded, il 
w ill plotted In appoint an Kxccutitc Commit*inn.

C o m pe tition
II111 cninmiiutm will he made np of twenty-one member*, to be 

chorcn by ihc delegate* to ihc Hound Table Conference.
There will be a Hclgi.111 prcjidclll, having Ihc rank ol mmiitci 

pleiiipotcnliaiy heading a tpecul mistion. Hi* apponilment will he 
appioted bnlh by Ihc Cougolete delegate* and liy the Belgian gov. 
cm me i l l  There w ill be a Congolese vkc-prctkJctit.

One KClinn of Ihc commiirion, eonipencil nf fix Congolcie incur-
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1>cm anil one Hclgidii member, will icmaiti in Bitmels l l  w ill Ik  di 
iccled h\ (lie sicc-picildcsil of the com minion. It Will work in ride  
rollalxu alion w illi the m in iilc i of the Congo

A second section, composed o( the picsidciil, twelve Congolese 
mein ben, and one Belgian member, w ill reside in I lie Congo ll 
will work in close lollabnralion w illi the governor-general. Certain 
nl i l l  members may be vent on special miisiom.

Duller
(a) To see that the rcconimoidatioM and the decisions of the 

Round Table are carried out;
(b) To set lh.il the rights nl man, and particularly individual 

liccdum, freedom of assembly, aisocialson, and in lor mat inn, free 
dom to engage in electoral campaigning, and protection of prop 
c ity  and jKisons, arc respected.

(c) To see that nicuturet having a ic iio in eflect on the fsitmc nl 
the Congo ate noi taken without its ap|in)v.il;

id ) 'lei help hiing about an atmosphere ol calm, harmony, and 
peace in Ihe Congo.

The fnerogjtivn  o/ Ihecotimtiwon.
(a) '( lie  right to oppose the adoption of nicasuies that appeal 

10 it to lie (unitary to the decisions of the Rmind Table, oi of such 
a naluic as tu prcjudici the legulanly nl I lie clcclious oi Ihe future 
ol the Congolese state.

( I i)  Hie light to propose lo the minister. In the govcrnor-gcnetal, 
nr to the governor! of provuircs and local ju lhm itics any measure 
capable of guaranteeing the execution id the decision, ol Ihe Round 
Table and promoting belter lelatious between Belgium Jitd the 
Congo;

(c) 'Hie right lo supervise the mechanisms set up to entitle or 
dcrly elections;

(d) The right In tend its members on m iinoni lo gathci inhu
mation nr conduct research whoever such minions seem ncccssm.

Ihe administration will put all the material means necessary for 
the execution of i l t  tasks at the disposal of the commission
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Profiling fiom h it itay in /Jrfguirn. f.nrriuni/kt took if  upon /Win 
i f  If lo  )jo on <f IftJn rf lour 111 order to convince the I klgian public 
that the I wo peopUi hod enltrcd d new phase. Deoilina he war pos 
seised 0/ cxtiuoidinary physical Wdinitid. Lirmurutki wus dk/o lo 
Work iJWrrn lo  eighletn hnu/M a diiy for weekt <i( <t lime. Ills  ahil 
ity  to make fudgnienti dud decitlom rapidly oik/ hi* powerful pohl 
kd l influence constantly emoted h it adwnatift.

T/1I1 (<tf Ji a literal ttamcitpliun of a tape recording of one of 
/.t/ttmrnfccM tpeeche* and the m illing  c/cfmle The cccoimii was a 
pulslic meeting of the Amu de Pietrnce Africaine in Jlruiie/*. heh 
tuary6. 1 i/m.

FROM PRISON TO T llh  ROUND TAHLIi-

I f j in r  in Belgium la»i year In organize j lecture linn. TliC aim 
of my trip was tu pul the real aspirations of l l i r  (kingolcsc |Kople 
before lln  Belgian people. I lokl sou what theie aspirations wctc. 
in this voy aiHlitoiium I lokl von that llic  Cunguk-w people were 
no longer willing In tn lnnlc (hr colonial regime lh.it was an open 
defiance nf human dignity.

When I relumed In (lie Congo following tins lie luic lour. I le
agued frinn my |nb in ordci lo pul uiyiclf entirely ul Ike m is  Ice of 
the Congolese |Koplc. I cncmmlrrcd a great ninny difficulties and 
a great many h iiddii|M, leaving my wife and ms four chikltcn lx: 
hind, tiavcling In cvCiy comci of the cntiulty to pitparc the people, 
educate them politically, und le.icli llieui their duties at citizens 

You aic well jw .iic that llclgiiim came mil in favor of the inde 
pcndeiKc of the Congo in its (Iccl.natiiiu of |auiiary 13. H ill it  was 
.1 vciy vague suit of independence, for no dcBuilc dote was jet. We 
pietciilcd sevcifll resolution) to the uiinistci uf the Congo; wc re
peatedly demanded to know when the Congo would he granted its 
independence.

Subsequently, toward the end uf the scar, wc held a congress in 
Slunlcyville. 't ills  congrcM brmighl together llic  tcprcsculalivcs ol



(lie s-auons province! of the Congo. More limn (oil)- tribal ch ie fIjin i 
attended this congress. We elccidcd lo puiliopatc in Ihc tlcclion i 
to be field m Deccmbci 19^9, Iml onli on condition Hut Ihc min
ister open I ' c g o l i a i i o m  with in, became Ihc miiiislci bad slatexl in 
h it message of September »6, 1959, i lu i  communal ami Icriilonal 
elections would lie held fuel, in December 19^9; and (lieu lite r, in 
Maieb 1960, (he Communal jiu I tc iritn iia l adsitett could gel to 
gether to appoint the pinvincial advisers; and mound Scplcmtxi 
i960 there would he a central goveinmenl, presided ovci by Hie 
gnsciuot general; he also staled that the Congo could not hope lo 
be independent for four yean. Om congress did not approve of this 
government jiIjii at all. We therefore asked the m iniitci to open 
negotiations with 111 immediately. Ihc minister flatly icfmcd to 
do so.

Receiving this negative answer, the congress decided not In sub 
senbr lo the gm eminent's plan, bccavrsc we failed lo  sec how a 
Congolese government could cnnlimiv to he headed by a governor 
gencial. We w iic  well aware that il was uol genuine independence 
dial we w tic  being promised. And we said that wv would die ralliei 
than vole foi l l i i i  plan, which was merely a rovci up lor the peipcl- 
nation of a colonial icgiinc in Ihc Congo *1 lie entire populice was 
standing up for ils lights; Ihc cnliic po[ndacc was ilcm.mdiiig im- 
mediate independence; and we taid l in t  we wcic going to niohiliic 
cveiv man, woman, and child in Ihc to im liy to seise the cause of 
Congolese revolution, lo serve the cause of peaceful icvolnlion. he 
cause nut fundamental doer line, as I slated In Hu's vciy auditorium, 
us I have always Mated in all unr public meetings, is basest on non
violence.

Seeing that Ihc populace agreed with us (thousands and thou
sands of people, since no one wanted to go along with Htr admin 
iitisitinn any mmc), the authoritHi decided to make an all out ef- 
lu it lu ancsl me The local ndminislialion then raicfnlls hatchid 
and staged a plot tu allow them lu do to. A police officer came to 
our meetings ami recorded my speeches <111 tape. After all my

I  ROUND T A I L !  C O N f r i f * < t
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speeches had been rccoidcd, l)ic tapes w«ie liken 10 Ilic (Office of 
Hie Public Prosecutor, uud immediately afterward I was issued a 
luminous 'llicy  lokl tu t. “ You arc to jppear in the Office of the 
Royal Prosecutor." "I Ins occulted silulc we were 1I1II holding sinl 
unly Ilic  M N C  congress, which ended on the twenty-ninth of Sr p 
Ioniser — or talhcr, the twenty-eighth — hut also another congress 
liiinging together the six |sic] political |witics, which opened on 
the twenty-ninth. Then- w-Jt a delegation fmm Rwanda llw iind i. 
ami the other political pattici had come from all over the Congo. 
All of them luid taken the same Hand, and the officials had raid: 
"l.umumlxt it  a dangerous individual Ixxautc everywhere he goev 
the people follow him. If we let him run around loose, utu plant 
w ill fail, because the populace »  going to folluss him. We must 
slop him."

Since there was no povsibilily of stopping me, they th in  planned 
and staged a (i|xcstisc att.ick on the people of Stjiileyulle. as I ex
plained We wire holding a pnvatc meeting behind closed (loots in 
a private home. We hc.ml lifle shots — the beginning of the repres
sion Innncdiatcls tlictcahcr, we saw- dead boshes lying all over; 
there wav widespread panic; the people wcic ov«iwrought and ailc* 
Ing: "W h y  is litis happening. what have we done?”  ‘I hen I hid for 
several days in a house. "W e ’ll ice w h it ’s going to happen now," I 
said. Tlicv were looking cvciywhctc foi me. And after a few days, 
when tilings had (.limed down somewhat, I came out of hiding. 
When the repicvskin fiisl began I went to the |>o1icc and ailed 
them to slap shooting. I said: "Officers, there is no icason for yon 
In behave like th ii.”  ‘I hey shot at me liven though I had an mi- 
ina tiiiu la lio ii caul and bail the same Irg jl rights as liuropcam. I 
was attested and physically assaulted and III town into n pitch-dark 
little cell where I wrjs fenced to lie on the floor and was given a 
blanket only when I protested and demanded one.

A week later I w j s  iransfcitcd to a military camp, wliete I spent 
J month in a cotiilslii.iliosi toilet and shower 100m with no opening 
and 110 ventilation I wrote to the royal pruiecntui mid Infoimcd
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him lli.il the conditions in which I was being held wetc horiiblc. 
Nothing hap|xncd. II wai not until ray children wen I tn I he gov. 
emusgeneral .md lire gcnvijl pio\ecutm and plcjrlcd with llic iu  on 
im behalf tlin l I was finally liken osil of dm im lil.m  <amp, .dtci 
ic ic t.il months. and transferred nil Dcceinlscc twcICtli to a pcivon, 
mIicic conditions w ile  toniCMli.il better Ilian th e  ones 1 had had to 
endure previously. Kvcrvthmg possible ssjs dune to break im  ip iiit. 
lin t I knew that ficcdnm is the ideal (or which fmni lime inniicnu) 
iiul. in every conntiy in the Model, men have (ought and died, and 
1 nude n choic* to wive my country. I bore dll my trembles com- 
ugcously.

Kvetitually I ap|x.ircd in court, b ill brfexe that I he governor, 
Im'u days before ms aired, made i|icccliei saying: "l.m m unlu luv 
tried to di|; a hlnrxlv IiClieli between sshilcs and blacks, .md l.u- 
iniimba m.u turned in revolutionary techniques ahruad," .mil ilium  
mg that I mjs the one who bad incited I lie populace tn lint. I was 
vilified in even possible m.i\; I m.ii jeered at. InsulUd. and dragged 
m the mud simple because I demanded am country I freedom. I 
have never been against the white nun; I luxe never been against 
individual persons; what I have .slums rebelled ngaimt is injustice. 
Against .1 icgimc wliuw tune was lung pact I went Ix lo io the III* 
Initial. An investigalinn was conducted: scscral vvJtiicvics svese sum
moned, and each mid every one of them dcclaicd lb.il it  svav mil 
l.umumlsa who svas ihjsoiuiMi for the incidents in Stanleyville, 
“ lie  never incited us to onv sorl of violence," they said, and testi
fied that I bad alsvayi called upon people to remain calm

Then when 1 appeared bcfoie the magistrates, they insisted that 
no ineulion wbalsocvct lie made of the tragic events of O clo lio  yo. 
tlics insisted ihal no nieiiliou be nude of the hlocdy events ul the 
thirtieth of October: there bad been violence, they elaimcd| sim
ply because l.mmnnha bad made inflammatory speeches, because in 
his speeches be bad said, “ Down with the Belgian colonial policy.” 
Because in bis speeches he bad called the Belgian government a 
conservative and d ic la to iu l government, because m his speeches l.u-
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mmiiha had attacked the prestige of the Congo administratimi, he 
cause I.umumha had incited the isopulacc to iclusc to vole. AH 
these accusations weft proved to he totally lalvc, ami i f  I wni sen- 
tcnccd In six months in priton, it wav only jo that no one would 
publicly declare that it wav the adminiitialioii that was guilty: it 
wav a pretext: I was in nu way guilty. It wav the local admmitlM- 
linn that planned the icprecJiuii; it was the governor of Stanleyville 
who wai responsible for w hat Inipjxtu-d in Stailksvilk Th irty  Coin 
golcsc were literally murdered, foi iui plausible reason whatsoever. 
'Ihe ic wav un nnrcvl whatsoever in the A fikun epiarlci of the c ih : 
there wav no uprising, ahvulntdy nothing; everything wav calm. Hut 
for yr.iu  now in the Congo M liav Irtcn necessary to how .iikI scrape, 
tn say amen cnnthiually, to sjv yes continually when people slsould 
he saying no, m order lu enjoy the favor of the administration nr of 
certain culoni.il circles. When a person wishes to defend Iris coun
try. when he wi vises tu defend freedom, the label "icvolulionaiy" iv 
immediately pimud mi him: he i i  immediately called an agitator, a 
petty hoodlum —  all suilv of mimes.

After these event*, the nunivtei came to the Congo ami saw the 
realities of the situation. Then the king came to the Congo, directly 
to Stanleyville, l ie  vaw with hiv own eyes that the populace wav no 
longer willing to tolerate the colonial regime. The very same day 
that the king arrived, thousands and thousands of pvopk went tu 
the prison und said. "W l* want faim m nlu released from prison to 
day.' The king realised that tins war the situation throughout the 
country, and finally, after .ill the mitimdcivtaiiilhigv and the I x l  of 
comprehension, the Belgians Isowed to the evidence the Congolcvc 
people had to he ftec. 'ITse Hound Table Conference was then 
called.

I appealed Ixfoie the tribunal 011 January 18, iq6o. I was ten- 
leiscid on list* twenty-first ‘Hie royal pioseculor asked for a piivou 
sentence of four yean; the government sentenced me to six months, 
d ia l very day. despite the tact that any gathering of mom than five 
people had been forbidden, several thousand people came to the
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prison i l ia  I lu tl been sentenced. 'Hies surrounded ll and said, " I f  
l.n in iiin lu  im ‘l Id  out of prison, tilings arc going to go vety badly."

On the Iwrnly.second, one day after I bad been sentenced. 1 was 
m im  cell leading, barefoot, in my ondcnhlrl. without • shirt. The 
dim  lor of (lie prison came in and said, "W Vvo gol had news foi 
SOU I thought that perhaps a member of my family had died lie  
svas accompanied by a group of polite officers. l ie  said to me. “ Yon 
die lo be taken to (adotvillc immediately." I raid to him. " I lo w  tan 
that possibly lx?" and he replied, "It 's  true, you'le being Iran* 
(erred "  I said. "Hnl boss- can I leave here on socli aboil notice?

. . I should have been advised at least a day in advance so I could 
pack my thing! and ice my Attorneys." ‘'No, i lu t  is out of Ihc t|ues 
lin n "  I said. “ W ill you please send fot im  attorneys?”  'Seeing 
yout alloincvs i i  m il uf the question," he amweted. T Ik v  came for 
me immediately lliuca flcr, and as you can set I was physically as

saulted ' J’lity  took me away. I seat mil even allowed lo walk to 
Ihc police van: I hey threw me in i l  like a .stick of wiuxl. I svas taken 
tu tbs mi field, made lo gel m il ol the van, and I Inown onto (he 
plane. M y neck Was twilled. I was manhandled, and oil my llim gi 
wctc Hill in Ihc pritoii. When I arrived in KHsabclhvillc I was 
taken sift the plant os it I were n common thief, and certain Koto- 
pcatts look great delight In pholnguptimg me, and from there I 
was token directly lo |adotvillc, where I was thrown In a maximum 
seevmtv prison, when; only tonmuin criminals nr prisoners who have 
been condemned lo  deal Ii 01 Ixcn given life 'euleucet are kept I 
was locked In a cell there

When Ihe populace learned lhal 1 had been physically assaulted, 
several hundred people immediately surrounded the jadotvillc puson. 
'I ’he local authorities wctc s>m|xilhctic. I was able to receive at 
leoil a hundred vlsitois that same day. and on t lx  following day 
I received many more visitors, from Bukuma, (ram J-lmbelhville,

* l.ummnb* 1 cnd«gc> on Im wiuti
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from .ill over, more or leu, jud 011 llic  lli in l day livws came llm l 1 
V »  10 leave for Belgium.

I tliilu'1 have am tiling, no tint, no shoes. absolutely nothing The 
aiilhontict hail to find me .1 suit mid other lliin g i so I could gel 
dicncd ‘I lie Africans look up .1 collect ion anil bought me the red 
of the doilies I needed. I was cnu rtn l fiom (adolvillc by llic dis- 
liic l co mm winner and unlit .11) jeeps W lic ii I got to the anpoit, 
there wcic at lent ten thum-iiid Ccjugulcsc flu ic , llie» were tic 
lighted, anil kept shooting, light there in lim it of the provincial 
comnmtioncr "Down with colonialism, down with the colonial- 
t i l t ,  king live immediate indcpcndcntcl’' and llic  atmosphere was 
now cnlircly different. Repuitcis tame tu jsk me what ins im p lo 
sions wcic. Ami J told them: “ Gen I lei m il. tun mat tell the people 
of the Congo, and the iMiiopcam in parliculai. litJ l I am not at all 
b iltci, that l l i i t  it  .1 jxigc of liiitm y, and that I .1111 going to Himtcli 
to defend the inlcrcitv id the eounliy. the interests nf the Congo, 
anil that I have no iiilc iilion  of exploiting the peisoiial li.nilvhipi I 
have suffered, all the injustice* of which I was a victim, in  ai to 
damage futmc ic la turns between the Outgo and Belgium."

I aimed In llimvclv anil took part in the work sessions id the 
Hound Table Cvnfcicncc. and my position hat remained unchanged 
during the conference. This position it  that the Congo mint be 
given total and immediate indcpendcncr

On July 1. i960, the Congo w ill join llic  tanks of free peoples. It 
wav on July 1. 18H5, that the independence of the Congo was rec
ognized by the international |H>wcn, mid thr independence nf the 
Congo it celebrated on July f iit t  each yeas in osii country. On the 
Tint of July, we arc going to be masters of out own fate.

What steps w ill now be taken to implement the independence 
id the Congo? I have prevented a proposal to the coounmion 
choigcd with studying the structures nf live Congolese stale The 
Congolese people at picsenl no longer host llic colonial adminis
tration in power. Outing the transition period, from now until June



)c, in  executive commission will have in ammic certain duties in 
oder lo paeilv the people The minuter has indicated llia l lie ap 
| x  uver of I Mr pioposal. and when thiv conference clover, there will 
lu- u pcmianeut commiviion, lompuscd of twelve uiembcir. nine ol 
whiim will icmain here in Brunch und tlucc nf whom will be at- 
Iflchcd lo the governor-general's office, H iiv  commivvinn and lltc 
m illiner w ill Jointly study the lextv vetting np th r mvtilutionr that 
will govern live Congolese rlalc. In accordance with the prnpual 
made by Senator Rolin, l l i ir  eommissiun w ill itudy j ik I draw up 
drafts of I he Congolcve Constitution at the same time, vu llia l 
when the Comlitucnl Committee (.ikes m«r niter th r  ll iu lic lli nl 
June, ii w ill have a basil on which to wxitk. There will also lie a 
commission composed of ihicc mcmlrciv in each province nf the 
Congo. Our |xi|itlcal Independence it now an accompliihed fact. 
Wo can no longer i|ur sllon live sincerity ami the guild iutenluun nf 
I he Belgian government. What arc we going lu do now that the in 
depcndeiKC of the Congo ir within sight? We are well awaic llia l 
political independence will not Iseuefit <mi jHiipJe if  it i» not nil 
mediately accompanied by haimomom. stable. and prosperous eco
nomic dcvelopmcnl. ImlcpoulciKc must nu.iu the imptovcmcnl of 
lire living conditionv nf us Congolcve, ami we imisl pul our shoul
der lo the wheel in the days to come vu av to liiing about a climate 
of confidence, order, and tollalioralion, not only foi Use Congolese 
themselves hut also foi the Bclgianv and Kuropeam who live among 
us.

To us independence does not mean the expulsion ol the Kuro 
pcanv now in the Congo; to uv mdcpcmlencv does not nitdii a sev
ering uf our relations with Belgium. We arc well aware that for 
mam years now the Belgian people in the mother country have 
condemned the colonial regime enslaving fourteen million people. 
We arc well aware that each lime we come to Belgium, men, 
women, and ehildicn welcome us with open utms We ate well 
aware that our Congolese Mothers who luxe lived for seats in Bel 
gium have never suffered, never complained aboul their relations
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with the Belgians We have encountered difficulties and not * lew 
problems, hut only with :i handful of colonialists, a handful nf B.uro 
jKans who live omong m  in the Congo. We dn mil wish to genesjI 
i/C 'Micre tire certain Belgians who have always understood us: 
there arc certain Belgians who have never wanted to coine out 
njicnly in 0111 favor because they sveic very much afraid of the rcac 
lion nf other Belgians wlio were behind the limes. But all these 
Europeans can lemaiti as tar as sve aic ctinccrncd: the path lies open 
for those whu ate unwilling to adapt to change in the country: I hey 
can either remain there with us and .idapt In this change, or i f  I hey 
are mswfiling In adapt to this new mdei nf things, they con go hack 
to Belgium. But we will guarantee the safety of tin  persons and lire 
possessions nf those wlm arc willing to  woih with ns We arc well 
aware that the Kurnpean companies now 111 the Congo arc Indis
pensable for the development of the louutry. anil it is lor lhi« rea
son that oui government, which will lake over in a less months, is 
going to offer guarantees to these companies, is going to nflci guar
antees to these Kuropc.ms who will Ik  the agents of c c o is o iiik  prog
ress tomorrow, at hav already been tin  case in ccitaiii tcnitorics of 
Africa. Why should Belgium not l*c capable of arcomplisluug in 
Africa svh.il sillier nations have accomplished there? Since Cliaua 
has been indcpcuelcnt, the Kuropcan population has tripled, and 
when you visit Ghana today, you find genuine intcgiation llie ic  
urc no ptoblems between whiles and lilaeks. i l ie r c  is a human 
problem, mid in uur countiy, in (Im Congo, the piohlcm that will 
misc will no longer be a problem of hlarks and whites, but the 
problem ol mutual understanding, t l ir  p iohkni nl Imilding the 
Congo. And we wish to do this Inuldiiig with the Belgians, and 
with any olhei Kmopcans of good will ami good lattli who care to 
settle among us.

Von aic well aware that the blacks of the Congo have welcomed 
the Belgians wills open aims for eighty ycais Cur country is a hos
pitable one. When any Korop can settler goes hunting, travels any
where in the countiy, ni gets lost in the forest today, he is sure of
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finrlln^ A fric jn i who will welcome him. We arc iwil m in i;  we arc 
ivol xciiripholxt, we in - understanding people. |>coplc whose seme 
nf human dignity Inn been wounded fni years hy the imsympa 
the lie altitude of i-ctlaiii (servom. I believe, in all modesty, l lu l  I 
J i l l  expressing ||k  feelings nf my brother* in the Congo. II l i  lltcic 
feelings llu il I j iii pulling before you here. What we with to cieatc 
in Ihc Congo i» a unlion of brothers, a hnmogenentli society. and 
We will do ever)tiling in our power to couibal, lo dcilrny every V d- 

lige o f colonialism and lutxihvm 
'I he Congolese nation today Is rebelling against cciu in  people 

who view Ih ii turn of events w ith disfavor, who with in cicalc op 
poillion on tvesy hand. ’Ihus these are llio tc who me living In tel 
Ihc various k c Umi of Ihc Congolese population against cadi sillier, 
Ming Ihc word "fcduahvin" ut a rover up Kor m. lio lli "federal- 
im i ami "u illla riim " arc valid polilieal fnnm ilit lln l ai we are 
seeing In Ihc Congo lodav. Ihove w Iki seeming I) advocate federal 
Imi arc nor really advocating that al .ill. vvh.il llicy arc really advo 
(Jlnig it separatism. NVIial it  happening in Katanga i i  dial .1 few 
colonijli are saying lliis  counliy >» aboul lo liettunv uidc|>cudciit. 
and all Ihc riches ol Katanga arc going lo icrvc tin t great iialiou. 
I he nation of Ihi- black. No. Katanga muvl lie an iiidepcndciil 
Hale, so th.il it w ill he large tode capitalism that will dominate 
Africans economic.illy toinoirow And llu il it  Ihc d.mgci liven at 
the Round Table Coufeiciice, there has liccu tiling  pulling Ikchiud 
die scenes; those in power in certain circlet have moved in and done 
their ulinosl to set us against each ullier. And what vciluc would it 
have, ih it iiulipeodence Ihat we have dcmaiidcd for sn lung, if all 
it means js that tomorrow- we will f j | l  into the hatuiv ol other guard
ians? W lu l vciluc would il lu te  if it m uch meant llia l lommmw 
all o f us tore each other fl|xiit in the Congo* That 11 why we en
ergetically defend the cause nf unity, lie-cause federalism in ihc 
Congo presupposes and clearly represent! ethnic separatism, which 
would mean that tomoriow each Wder would marshal Ihc support 
of his elm. his tribe. In order lo be elected, ami then whal would
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happen in the six pioviiK.es constituting (In icpuhlic? Ivach chief 
nf stole would be open lei corruption people would dime and oflcr 
■I great deal nf money (or selling up l l i i l  fad d y  01 that; people 
would say, "Ynm  province is very rich; you must not allow youi 
money lo lie sent In the mhci provinces. and divisions ami dis 
sensinn would be crested among ui. And lire populace, the popular 
manes, would not benefit fiom independence ut all. W e arv certain 
lhai the Congo, with i l \  present political and rcomunic unity, i« 
going in play n piejiondeiant inlc in A fr iu  The lime has come to 
day fm far-reaching associations. In the past mu various groups 
lived entirely apart (rum cadi other. ’I htuugh the jc Iu iii of Leo
pold II. these peoples were brought logcthci, and fo i eighty yens 
we base hscil 111 close allocution. AikI cvciyuheic I go on niv Ir jv  
cl« around the country, even in regions I have ncvci visited Ixfoic, 
chlcft.iim i jy  to me: "Out allain have been run by a govcmmeni 
for eighty yean, by .1 unit.ny government, so In speak. So win 
should we refine to lx  governed In 0111 own suns liimoriuwr "

It n  m il the Congolese who j h  demanding federalism. I here 'arc 
other reasons behind Ibis, and that is win we condemn il. we do 
not waul Ibis independence lhai we arc demanding jud  dial we 
have jm l wuu lo serve a few individuals, .1 few fiu iiu(i.il groups, we 
want llii*  independence to serve all classes nf the Congolese people 
Ami I am ixitd in that the Belgian people will I jk c  lhe greatest 
pride Inmonou in having accompliihcd a Rival h.meliwnrk in Al 
lies, and it  would he a great shame if  there were sliile and disoi 
deri and inlciudl struggles among uv now that Belgium has an
nounced that d i i  in f.ix« of ihc indcpcndcnev of the Congo, so 
that 01 lie is would sav, "Belgians, you hive been in the Congo for 
eighty yean and you have not managed to educate the people." Il 
would be a shame it tins were to happen: it would be like a patent 
who has ImniRhl up a child, who lu \  lucd lo educate this child, 
mid wliu now learns lhai he is a inurdcici. n thief, line parent 
would ncvci be pmnd of Ini child . . 'I lie  same tiling would lx  
lu x  o f Belgium, and that is why we wish lo state dearly that w<c
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do not want llie government to be undo the influence of a few 
fnumral ciiclcs who see tin: Congo only os j source of dividends to 
he shared among (hem,

llie  Congo of daddy'* lime, I he Congo of frnluiic hunlcis, no 
lougci exists today. ’M ul i i  a thing ol the ji.nt. llie  re i« a new 
Congo today and we wish to redouhlc our effort«. to \cl up great 
iu i.il cooperatives, and inmniinsv Mr w ill do away with .ill customs 
harrier* and call an young Mclgum who want In lie Ip m. We would 
like than tu know that a gicat future await* them there. Young 
llclgiam, w h it arc you doing it ay mg here in lie Igi 11111!* (Applause 
We mud build, we m ini create, down in flic  Congo. We therefore 
extend a friendly invitation to them. We do not have enough pen 
pic t|u.slificxl lo iu ii the counti\ And that Ii why I diked the min 
iitc i lo (peed up the (raining of cashes. and prttculed him with a 
prupm.il a mud u| achieving rbn. Mow could we he given out indc 
pciidcncc? Where jrc  the men’ A uuinlici of Congolese mmt tunic 
immediately to lUIgmiu and gel training in even possible aica, mi 
that on the fust of July we have mm to lake m i l  tire lopom ih ili 
t in  of ruuniiig the eouutry, and we want leached, dixtois, | mitts, 
and Hclgi.ni peasants lo tome tu the Congo tomorrow and work 
with the Congolese peasants, showing them lmw tu put agiicultma) 
machines together and how lo plant eiopa. We arc well aware that 
there aic many Mclgiani who have the lic it of intentions, who have 
long attempted to come to the Congo, but those who have hied to 
monopolize ■ sciy thing in the Congo have always put obstacles in 
their wav. Hut the days of such lum en are over as far as we sire 
concerned, and in a spirit of brotherhood we solemnly (all upon 
you lo  aid us. sn the name of the Congolese people.

This is how we view the prospect of Congolese independence 
We arc going to fight. At present, im iic i arc being nude in ccitam 
circle* or certain nations to conupt llie Congolese. .Some of them 
n r present here, hy ing tu conupt one 01 another of ut; we use going 
lo fight all that We wish to build our country honestly; In d spirit 
o f honesty. I m ini thank the members of this great house of free
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dom .T h lt home |i)ml of the Amis <lc 1’ifecncv A fikJinc) i i  a gicat 
011c for iik , even though i l l  physical dimensions arc m u ll. Its gen- 
cm iily of thought. everything il  doei each Him- Afneans tonic licic 
lo erode human conliKls, are what nuke it gicat. This contact that 
I have with yon is lint a Icdmc; it is un exchange of views. We need 
your counsel. Kacli lime sve leave the Congo anil conn here to this 
home, ssc find anothet atmosphere entirely ‘N ine is a romimwi- 
calivc human warmth. (Lsugftfc/ in (he tiuditotHiw, whe/e if hm* 
vn/y hot hectwtv of the iiMiny people in nffeiuJoNce. j 

We ate advocates ol friendship between peoples; this fucndilnp 
mint he genuine, anil we feel that it is here among you, and tomor
row the young ladies who aw here will come lo out count!) m 
welfare workcis to educate our Congolese girls <)»n cfloils tomorrow 
must hung alionl a haimomutn evolution of onr peoples, anil sve w jiiI 
tills esolnlion, flic  most fundamental one of all, especially that of 
otii women, which lias been somewhat neglected under the colonial 
regime — sse want our women In have lire Mine level of education 
that vse men hast. Irccjinc when j  man 11 educated, il ts only an 
indivtdtial sslto Is educated, but when n woman is educated, an 
entire family, an entire generation is educated. We want mans 
Congolese girls Income lo  Ik lg iiim  tomorrow to get ait education, 
and w r want m.uiy llelgun girls to come lo  the Congo lo leach and 
Instruct our girls. And it  is so ns to ctisiiti' equality between men 
and svnmcn th.it the Congolese movement demands the same poli
tical lights Ini women as fur men. W e have proposed that Iroth men 
aitd women eighteen or met be jlluwcd lo p jilie ip jle  in the corning 
elections Rut ceftnin reactionary circles, thine that 1I1II insist on 
regarding women as jcrsunls, me opposed to Ibis plan -and have a 
hand m the scheme tu prevent this from happening. I am ccilain 
that when I go back tu Die Congo. I shall conduct a noisy campaign 
on hchalf of Cougnlcic women. |Ap/)fdUS«.|

Indies and gentlemen, vou see what out lew basic ideas arc; itttr 
constant eniKcrn has hecu the attainment of out most fundamental 
freedom!, with no restriction whatsoever. And alter a haul fight we
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have now won these freedom. I in m l pa) sincere tribute In Bel 
gium I Isclieve Hint ilm  is the hut lime 111 the h itlo it of colon i/»- 
lion ili.il 1 colony I1.11 .il lamed Ibc lank u( .1 invert ign slate wit limit 
-i lu ii i i l io ii |>criod. 11ml today llicic i» no fu illu 'i need for discussion 
between Belgium nml the Congo. Ilu- period of doiniii.ilion i> ut 
j i i  end. il it met am! done with. A new era i« beginning today; 1 lie 
veetmd phase of the evolution of the Congo will lake place witliin 
Ihc fiamcwoik nl economic coopcraliou between 0111 two Imtcpind 
cut couuhici. between Belgium and the Congo; ami I mime you 
lliat the natuic. the viability, of ilicsc future relation* between the 
Congo ami Belgium depend* mml of all 011 ibc Kuin|i«Jiw and Ihc 
Belgians. We aic very well ditpoved Inward Belgium, but we dcploic 
I lie attitude of certain Kuropcant wlm have settled among ut and 
whose behavior represents ■ great lineal |o iclaliout between Bel- 
giimi ami the Congo. I am certain, howevri, (hat tluiHigli tin* effort* 
we arc about In make, even those who did not umlcrttand Inline 
will mirlcitland now lliat I heir intctctl lie* in I be Congo ami in 
winking with I he Congolese. and we j i c  going to oik everyone to 
aid the Congo, to aid tin futiue Congolese government to get 
rtarted nnd build Ihc coimlty. We have no evil intciilions with 
legard In 0111 iMirnpcan brotlieii. We arc gmng lo prove tomotmw 
lbal we arc well aware of the steps rcvpiircd In rrcalc friendship 
Irclwceil peoples. And we are going to jccumplith Ih it not only with 
wotdt but with act*. I am ccitain dial public opinion, the opinion 
o f Belgian youth, Irotli WOrkci< and intclleetiult, Ibc prett. vouug 
people — Belgian opinion In gcneial — it  going In tuppoit mauivcly 
the futiue Congolese state I believe dial the Belgians will not 
hesitate In help ut ami guide uur foottlept. lomorrmv, m ten yeari, 
m Iwcnly scan, in fifly yean, Ihc Hclgiam ami we Couguku: w ill 
be vert pruud lo have brought grandeur In Ihc center of tluv Mack 
Africa that was once a mystciiouj continent, in harmuny and mutual 
undcistamling.

Ladies and griillcmcu, I pul mytclf al your disposal tn antwci
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.111) questions yon may wish to aiV me Out peopk await us todas 
w llh impatience ami enthusiasm. Ay we go about floating national 
unity, ai we nug of our freedom tnmonow when independence is 
prod,limed, we will set :i dale with you. ue will extend an Imitation 
to you lo join wltb m In proclaiming tbc independence of the great 
Congolese slate. Appttiuw.

Q M i l.nmimilta, did yon My that son were hostile to lire pirn* 
dplc of federalism? Do sou IscVcve that (lie Congo, being a iu l it 
is. that is tn say a vast country with a uumlici of legions that ore 
quite cliflcrciil, can lie crtcctivd) administcicd h\ a central govern
ment? Would yon Ik  opposed, fo r instance, to six republics? Would 
sou be op|soscxl to a dale such as the United Slates of America, 
svlneh is not a republic, hut slates that hast u certain number of 
Institutions o f their own under a fcdcial gusctumcnl oikI are there 
fore not republics? Would son be opposed to six slates that ssoukl 
havcceilaiu possets of their man?

A. M y viesv o f the matter is llsu we will luivc a slate, a central 
government. And each of the present piOviiKCi will enjoy aiilounms. 
and therefore there will Ik  .1 decentralized central government, with 
the present provincial entities enjoying a certain autonomy and cer
tain specifically defined powers. At today's meeting of the com
mission. even ihmc who were In favor of federalism came around 
tu this conclusion, which is absolutely nee estate il the political and 
economic unity of the Congo is to Ik  picscivcd. though the prov
inces would still enjos a certain autonomy and some power in 
nutters of piovmi .il interest. I l is thus absolutely ncccsini) l lu l  
each province Ik  administered In a provincial assembly and an 
executive who will be guided by a commissioner uf Iho central gov
ernment. We base .ill arrived at this conclusion, which satisfies even 
those svhosvcic in favor ul federalism.

Q. In your opinion, it this something quite similar to the oegam- 
ration o f the United Slates of America?



A. I don'l know how the United States is organized, but vvluil wc 
want is .1 dear ilcfinilion of w lu l powen belong lo Ihc ccu lu l gov 
Cinmcnl and what |sowers belong to the provinces.

y  Von v|>okc of financial groups. I would like lo  know if  a Con 
golcw government nitghl not have lo nationalize ceilam financial 
ftioupi in Older lo prevail than from cxciciting Ihc harmful m- 
iIikiicij lhal they have exercised in all Ihc underdeveloped countries, 
nr do yon have some ether solution lo llus problem in mind? Spe
cifically, you have railroad companies in Ihc Congo; do you believe 
that i l  is ncccisaiy for Ihc Congolese government to naliuiulicc 
than, nr lo ualionalirc |»owci companies?

A. C!ivcn Ihc prevent state of affjiis, the Congo cannot develop 
wilhoul capital. This is one point. And our political program does 
nol call for nalionaliration. We would tlmv like established small 
l''iiro|>caii companies to couliuuc to do business as they arc doing; 
Urge corjxsulinm ohc.'ds set up in Ihc Congo will likewise con 
limu- to do husiucss as they arc doing, lin t what the Congolese 
goscinmcut w ill demand it  (hat the nalioital revenue Ik  disliibutcd 
equitably and that the iftduilriali/atinn of Ihc Congo Ik luved on 
Ihc satisfuclion of ihc need* of ihc people, we base therefore wisely 
and intelligently rc|rclcd any haul ami fast principles as lo whclhes 
we arc going to natmualixc or do Ihis 01 lhal. We aie going lo study 
Ihc directiott we want our goscimuciil to move ill wilhoul making 
violent changes in Ihc bc-gimiiiig, because we would i i ‘ k undergoing 
a certain period of crisis or encounter difficulties were we to do so. 
1 am convinced llsufl the future Congolese government will study 
I h i' |»ol>km seriously and carefully.

Q Mr. I.uummlsj, I would like to gel back to the qiKstioo ol 
structures. Aie you in favor of a second dumber in which there 
would be equal representation ul the different units going In mike 
up the Congo?

A. Y « ; that is lo say, l lu t  was my own peisouil proposal. We 
will have two chambers: Ihc Cell ol these w ill lie a house of repre 
sentalIves or s chamber of deputies, which will Ise made up of 135
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deputies, (Imt i t  to say, one deputy per 100,000 inhabitants. These 
deputies w ill be elected by direct 11t1ivct1.1l suffrage. Then vie w ill 
have .1 senate. As tlictc ate provinces that arc lest dcmcly populated 
than otheis, we luve said that in order to u t i i fy  all the provinces 
I here w ill be twelve senators per province, and thin seventy-two of 
Hk i i i In all. In addition, there will lie one senator per piuvincc 
chosen by Ibe senate as a body. Thctc will tints be equal rcpicscnta 
lion of all the provinces in the senate

Q. Mr. I.umuinba. il seems to me that if  son do that, yon will 
arrive al a federalist type of sliuclmc, for I believe that the conflict 
is not between federalism and a imilanaii slate, but rather between 
federalism and confederation, and that those lending toward icp.i 
Utism wmild Ik  more or k ' t  m favor nf a confederation, in which 
Ibe powers o f Ibe stalct forming the confederation would be much 
broader.

A I don't know, because the cuncluskm we have aimed at Is 
that we mint have a highly decentraliccd smitjnnii government. 
'Iha l is the conclusion.

Q. Arc you in fact apposed to the suit u( federalism pcopoicd 
bs the Conakat 01 that pro|>oscd by Kasai?

A. 'fh c  fcdcialism piopotcd by the Conakat is c.xticmcls reaction 
ary and is really scpaiatism

jk.sn van T.irumc. By and large, I I relieve that they arrived at an 
Intermediate position between the various federalist positrons — 
that of tin  coalition, for example, since l lu t  of the Conakat is rib- 
viously motivated by separatist Intentions — art intermediate posi
tion between that o f the coalition ami that ol those 111 favor of 
Unitarian power, hut at l.ummnha has put II 10 well, it i t  necessary 
III any event to deal with (jucstioiis of political powei or cconumic 
(|si<s|ions on a unified national hast*, just as higher education would 
obviously not Ik  left in the hands o f the piovinccs. There arc not 
going to he six universities in the Congo, naturally, hut it it clear 
lli.il it w ill lie the centralized stole that w ill make the decisions in
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llus whole UICJ. As lie Ills explained, (lie provincial powen w ill be 
subordinate lo fcdcul pi i m i pics on I lie- p iu im e ijl level.

PATMCt LUMumva. It wan 111 regard to thu very subject that the 
katlcis of the Conakul and the Abako coalition recognised and 
agreed with ui that the granting o f pimpccling light* w illnn con- 
ccs iioim, thine nl mining lo iup jn ic i for example, lies within the 
province Of tin- (Clidal power. We duciitvcd the Union Minted- and 
Inga in |xii(iCii1ar. localise there were cciUin pmvinrci that tlnnighl 
that these lichct would belong t« ui if  there wcic frelcr.ilimu We 
liflic  laid that this wilt m nn way be the ease; the nclici nf the 
Congo lie a common patrimony that lim it licnrfil at) c law * nl 
people. 'I lie right to icgulatc all Hick- companies ami Inga liclnugi 
lo the ccnlial power, nml thm lo die central government Kaii>u 
lia i indicated that lie agrees, ai hat the C im a k . l lWe thus won an 
important |soitst today.

Q  M i lanninnha, ynn have tticsud the dinger dial you iinghl 
tun in to .i dictatorship«l Itelgiaii capital in the Congo, but I believe 
that there n  one problem you did not discuss: this situation might 
be hmiight about not only by Belgian rapital. lint, as you know 
veiy well. iIk ic  arc alio powerful foreign interests dial aic obviously 
playing n icry active mlc at the Round Table Conference now being 
held m Himtcls. T here it  not tin dtadow nf :i douhl that contacts 
me being cvt.iblirlicd between the representatives ol the gicat 
powen. whether those of Moscow 01 those nf the United Stales, b ill 
it is also certain lh.il aboic and beyond this question of the indc 
penitence of die Congo there ate economic questions that ate play
ing a preponderant mlc. We must not forget that the Congo pro 
dine* nearly 4 ; percent of the world's copper, and so on . . . and 
there obviously is foreign capital interested In this fact. Don't you 
believe that there i i  also the danger of a dictatorship by capibil 
coming from these tourcci?

* Al I)i>i point Da-, if] Ktiiri lud replied Joiriiti Ktntibu i t  I lie AbtWr 
icpirscnlalisc i l  Hit Hound Tabic. (01 tSe I i l l  t i bid ditippcmrd
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A. T Iic ic  definitely i« »' danger of Ibis, and I have pointed i t  out 
111 j  message I ten! the people of the Congo today, in which I myself 
said. “There »re ecilain delegates to the conscience wins have flown 
t»fl to other countries that I du not rare to mcnlkni.*' This 11 what 
I raid: we arc going to combat all these moves to h rilx  us. 'Ilie ic  
is j i i  obsiusir danger of this. Steps base already been taken in that 
diiection. jxoplc have been coming to 111 and saying. "U ften . we ore 
going to help von," j ik !  10 on. . . . " 'I lie Belgian* don't base 
enough money to dcs-clop the Congo, became it'r a huge country." 
I his is 11 gic.it danger, ami that is why I publicly denounced these 
situs in a message addressed to the Congo.

Q. Mr. lamminba. you said lliai economic and social develop
ment must accompany political development, lb s  your parly, the 
M NC . already set up a |Kugram for this?

A. Since sve are 0 pulitii il parly, we ubviouily have a political 
program, a social program, and an economic program, because the 
thico always go hand 111 hand. There is no political parts that has 
any tcason (or being if  it docs not have a rational program m all 
thesu areas. W e me going to publicize this program dining the 
coming elections and say straight out to the people hue is mu 
economic piogr.nu. our social piogtaui. and this is w-hat we arc going 
to do If we arc in power tomoitow, because things ate diflerent now. 
I know (or a fad lhat when I came lic it Iasi year, I wan continually 
asked, as I was even in Use Congo. "You keep demanding independ
ence, of course, Inn where is your |>oliticdl and economic program?" 
I replied. T l’i  no use having one until were in power; you'll just 
lake this program and file 'I away in a drawer 01 throw it in the 
wastebasket." lin t the tunc has now come to picvcnl out economic 
and social progiam to the people; it was necessary to obtain out 
political independence first, how-cser, (or everything else depends 
on it.

Q. bn  you rejlly Ik I icvc that you have all llic  African population 
behind you. even when you defend Use light of women to vote?

A I for my part hove said that this (depriving women of the tight
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to vote] >i lint tail since women aic counted in the cemm light 
along with men. To me. the excuses (foi not giving litem the vote] 
■re pointless. It i t  simply an .it tempt to keep women oil the side- 
liuci. hut all the educated young |xoplc umJcistaud that we aic no 
lunger living in the old days when women were always regarded ai 
people who should vlay in Ihc background, and I know l lu l  the tide 
it miming in favor of women and I luve (herelute aluady ret np a 
Ijigc national organization, the Union dei Kc mines IXinocrulmuci 
dn Congo (Union uf Democratic Women of Ihc Congo], a political 
organization bringing women together, and women all over the 
country art: beginning lo agitate, to demand independence, and I 
know tlial in December, when we held oui congicst, there wat a 
woman who delivered a magnificent speech, in which she said. " I I  
we're m il allowed lo vote in the coining elections, wc'ic going to 
sabotage them." (Lough I or in On diK/r>mv.|

M i. LmmmilM. you mentioned llte future idalious I*tween 
Belgium and the Congo just now. and slid that you wanted tlicic 
relations to continue In he very dove ones. What form <lo you think 
these relation) sliuukl lake1 One lim ilir  to that in the French Com 
in im ily or in the British Commonwealth? Have you any ideas mi 
Ihc subject?

A. I do have an idc.' I know what foim these iclaliom should 
lake, lu ll os we have not yet reached an agreement. I cannot dis
cuss my personal intentions m this regard, since I want this matter 
to Ik  settled in and lluough unanimous agiccmcnt with all my 
fiicndv, and I am uol in Ihc hahil of taking pcisoual stands, espe 
daily at a lime such as this, when we aic actively negotiating with 
Belgium.

Q. Mr. Lumumba, you ate extremely generous with regatd to 
the situation o( the whiles in the Congo, the great majority ul 
whom you would like to see remain in Ihc Congo But m the in ic i
es! S of the Congo itself, two problems teem to me lo aiise

■— The hist is that of the administralion (t/i«ra is a gr«j( i l i r  in
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the audiciKo at Ih it point}, ail administration lhal )u i k e n  cnlo 
nialist; isn't this a (linger 10 the independence of I Ik  Congo?

— The second is that of giving back the Congoluc people a* a 
whole their rightful share in propcity ami land, which has Ikcii dir 
trihntcd in a rather capricious way, to say the Iwst. Isn't the recovery 
of large and small panels of Congukse laud going to pove problems 
that w ill tlircnlcii the tituattou of certain colonials living in the 
country, bnlh those with laigc holdings mid those with smaller ones?

A. As regards the question of government functionaries, it is 
certain lh.il there arc many jobs that w ill luve to he turned over to 
Africans after the first of July, '(here arc certain functionaries who 
will bciomc useless, so to spuk. because they cost a great deal in 
Hie first plrce, and we have Africans who have the necessary apti
tudes to carry out these functions anil whn will lost the Congolese 
state less, lin t I who know-, on the other hand, that there arc func
tionaries presently in Ihc Congo who still fill the role of advisers ami 
technicians, mid we arc going to make an agreement with th r Bel 
gian government in regard to Belgium's technical assistance to the 
Congo, thus allowing these fmiclionaiics to stay m ills country. We 
arc going to giant them n special status within Ihc framework o f the 
overall status that the new government w ill establish, kcausc we 
C lllliu l send all I k  fuw  tioiiauvs now in the Congo packing. for fust 
wo need men lu replace Ihcm .This must k  done gradually, because 
sve do not waul to give the impression that In our eyes independence 
is tantamount to a Midden seizure of power, and since this is a deli
cate matter, it is in our interest to do this in a very intelligent sort 
o f way; whenever there is an African who can fill a certain fob, he 
w ill he given priority, and I know many functionaries who tell me 
Dial they 01c reads and willing to serve the young Congolese slate 
with the same loyalty dial they have always saved the Belgian 
government I know that there arc some who have not always k -  
haved well tow.ud the Congolese but you nuy k  certain that on 
the fin t o f July they w ill act differently. [Applouir
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As for the bud question, il iv <jmtc I rue lh.it (lie colonial .Klmin- 
istralion ha* seized land belonging In Congolese mi many regions. 
TIkm.' land' were veiled under |he law of eminent domain and then 
.1 drill drily distributed, and even today there arc large concessions l lu l  
arc 1101 exploited. It iv In lie expected lli.it we will review all these okl 
ugu-cmciitv. Ihcvc contract*, in the vMpcruir intcreitv of the people 
of the Congo llu l from another puinl of view, we m int take uther 
factors into account—  I am thinking. for instance, of small com 
paniev doing butincn there which employ native vvmktis. lli is  is no 
icavnn lo lay. "Civil lie me 11, llii*  11 an indcpcndcnl government and 
we arc taking over everything that hclongv to yon here." T h ill soil 
of thing i i  nut chute; vve die not pilules who me going in seize every
thing belonging to Kuropcaus. Hut there arc laigo concessions, the 
Nati0M.1l Committee nl Kivu, fni example. w ith acnw and acres, 
thousands of acres of land belonging (0 11 a liver; it  i i  c|uite natural 
that we should luki dll of this l>4ck. it i» quite etitJin lh.il we will, 
hut as I said in Ihc beginning, we caimol lay down broad gtnci.il 
guidelines or grc.it principles at the m itic l, and definitely mv that 
we arc going lo nalioitati/e. I have no inch pretensions, and |xrr 
soiiallt. .11 a mere leader of a |v.uty, 1 c.mnot foresee Ihc iiilcntious 
of the Congolese government that w ill lake over tomorrow.

My pom I iv ilnv. Ii concerns iho constitullou. Ibis is Ihc 
key doenment, and il  must l»v drawn up cardully. I do not know 
if  you have alirady drawn up a preliminary’ chad, lull you vlill have 
lime before iiKlcpciitlcncc, my dear friend Lumumba — I call you 
l lu l  became, like you. I have a revolutionary ip ir il - to  solve the 
problem of Ihc csplnilulioii of m jn by nun Hut let mo say l lu l  I lie 
world iv vjiI. and by that I mean that when you ihuw up a prelimin
ary draft of Ihc const it 111 ion, l iy  to show Ihc world lliat somclliing 
will have changed m the Congo twenty five years from now. You ate 
obout to create .1 new slate. On not call only 011 advisers from Ih'l 
giutil; there arc others elsewhere lo call on.

How are you going to eliminate Ihc tribal chiefluim? They have



absolute power over (lic it Uihcv, (In they net? It it thus going to be 
extremely difficult lo eliminate them.

And <ln yon agree that lltcic should l>c universal *nlfingc’ And 
I I I j i government Innds should Ik  (ranted religious oiga in rations?

A. As to the first question. I thank you for your advice when you 
vav that the Congo must Ik  gical twenty five yean from now. ‘Hie 
exploitation nl man hy man? At lo that, I ta r: |>olitical iudc|ieud 
cure will not mean anything to nt il it it not immediately aecom 
pamed by ceounmie development. mid this devrlnpmcul must Ik 
Iwvcd on the satisfaction o f mail's iKedv. I can say to you in all 
•incciily that we art going lo ilnuhlc our cdoils lo make this 111 
dependence teal, to make l l i i t  mdc|Kiidciuc licncfil iIk  |icn|ilc, 
nut timply 10 lli.it they may cn|ov freedom, hut to that llic ii living 
conditions may Ik  liellcrcd, and they mat tee impiovcnKiil I10111 
the cultural or technical point of viess within the framework ol 
mutual md between peoples. Ilc ic  in llclgium. you have technicians 
from Antenra. fiotu l-'rancc, from all osci the w ill Id. moic 01 leu. 
You have Italians in yom mi lies whu lu te  come hue lo help you, 
and even llsough they arc not Rclgi.m you have nut driven them 
assay. In om country, in the Congo, it  is a fact that Iklgianv wcic 
the fin t lo come IIk ic ; they have accomplished .1 grt.il deal in llic 
Congo, ami 1 IkIi'cyc that they have piior lights lo  a ccilain inoul 
eompeusJlioii lo i w h it they Irate done in the Congo, b ill that does 
not preclude out calling on other friendly nations, just as all the 
otliei peoples of I Ik  world have done, for we are now living in a 
period o f interdependence between nations.

As regards the other question, about t t i ln l iin lho iilic t: we are not 
going to drive tribal chicfliiin i out, hut we waul them to march 
ahead with us, sve waul them lo understand the need to change and 
piogicvv. It it  for this very reason that many chieltaius have joined 
our political oigauir.ition. peisoirally bteome leaden in it, and set 
lip chapters of 0111 p ji iy  almost everywhere in the countiy. We arc 
therefore going lo give traditional tiibal chieftains who have au-

I IM M 'A IV  i q f >0 I 79



l l o  HOUND I Ainu OONITH»NCr

tKoiily over Ihcii people a privileged place within the framework 
of lire iikIcpcii<1ci)t Congo. We arc going lo iclnnn present tribal 
institutions, and replace nil the tribal divlnch created by lire colo
nial administration since 1933 with rural communes directed by 
legally Appointed bade it  selected fioni among the traditional tubal 
chieftains.

Ns regards the v o llllf  of a budget for religions nigain/aliouv. I do 
nr»t know vslial the Congolese government w ill do. but it i t  (eitain 
dial our constitution will gii.nantcc icligious freedom. 'I  hi* i t  a 
democratic Western piacticc. and we shall alto apply it m uui conn 
try We llius w ill aspect everyone's ichgiom ciecd. and the govern- 
me 111 w ill guarantee (h it in the country's constitution.

{). W liu t do you plan to ilo about primary education?
A Primary education today is still not adequate. W lu l is mote, 

it docs unt fil nut need*, to r  a young tlatc sikIi as the Cuugu. the 
fust cniKci 11 should lx  In educate |xoplc. And lli.it is why I I relieve 
dial cdiKJlnm should Ik  Ihc laigest item in Ihe budget. It it  need- 
saiy tn educate men, lo liam technicians, and thcicloic technical 
and professional schools arc needed, betaine we do not base the 
men w r need »il piescnl. The colonial regime war content merely to 
set up .1 few primary and inleiiiKdialc scliouls, but tliCiC JIC 110 pio 
K iiio ii. il uiiti tc-cluueal sclioolt, and these flic indispensable In 
Iclktluals in Iniicamtida cannot build a couulty, mil I a tiiitc  you 
dial in our future government our \cty fust concern w ill be the dc 
vclopmciil uf schools, not only p iinuiy schools, but ahotc nil tech 
n ic jl and professional schools, because we alicadv base two imivei 
silics t lu l uro sufficient In meet our needs; but wo ate going to set 
up primary schools even m the interior of the country, even 111 the 
busli, to that a year or two from now prunaiy education can Ik  mode 
compulsory.

{,). W ill you have sufficient personnel?
A We nrc going to iccruit pcitonucl. And that is why I call cm 

young Iklgians who have the necessary qualifications.
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y .  You spoke just now of the valklily o f certain contract, hut if 
you allow yoimclf to question the validity of ionic cnn lu iis , il 
teems lo me lli.it you may c u t  doubt on (lie validity o f all contracts 
If the futme government cults doubt nil tc il i in  coutnicts. why would 
il nol question sill conducts made in the put?

A. I believe that logically yon canimi generalize from paiticuUi 
rases. 'I  here is no need In generalise simply became llietc arc two 
nr tlncc contracts that lim it be rcsiesved. ' I l i t ic  are ic ita in  cnnlracts 
that must be respected since they arc not at all incompatible svith 
the InlcicsKof the fuluie government.

£) M i. I.mmmib.i. if I iccall correctly, you give j  lu tu ic  last 
March at the Univeisily of Louvain, and in the ensuing dclulc. such 
as the one this evening. I asked you whether, in your opinion, the 
rumors accoiding to which Mr. Kusavubu was planning lo fotm a 
l-owcr Congo State that would be cumplctcly scpjratc from the 
Congo and hove ties to the French Lower Congo had any basil in 
fact You replied that they did not, that there was nothing to them 
I would like In know if you ate still ol the same opinion today. I 
vs mild aim like to ask yon a quest ion that seems to me lo Ik- a vciy 
valid one wh.it problem docs Kasasubo represent today, in yom 
opinion? Thia is doubtless a i|ncstinn in cvcrylxxly's mind at picicn!

A. I personally have a great deal of resped for my friend Kau- 
VUbu We liuve fought together In fico the Congo from the colonial 
icgimc. As for svhat his intentions may lie, I cannot judge them. I 
do not wish to express any opinion with regard to him. |Ap/s/<iu*e.| 

Q. When the Congo it independent, will Belgians who work in 
the Congo lie able to become Congolese citizens and have the light 
lo vote. Mr. l.umumhu?

A II is certain that from the point of view nf international law, 
mu constitution w ill specify the conditions l in t  mmt be met lo 
acquire Congolese citizenship. Every Belgian, and every other Fu 
topcan who has settled in the Congo, w ill be able to sik to become 
0 naturalized citizen If lie meets the conditions laid down in the



H i  i n i i N n  r * » i r  c o w i r a r x r r

constitution, lie w ill enjoy the tame political iigh ti as native born 
c ilircm  We me then not opposed to OcI | ij ii i choosing to bccnnie 
Congolese citizens: cm the loutrary, they w ill llicrcbv give proof of 
(lic it loyalty tu the Congolese nation. . . .

What it the nationality o f Belgian ib ild ic ii bom m the Congo.' 
A. Belgian children Ixitn in the Congo have Belgian citiiCmhip, 

I believe; in tliu eves of the law, they me Belgian a tirenv 
£) What about after independence'
A Aftci independence, it w ill depend on Ihcit intentions'.
£) I would like to know what Mr. [.uimtniha (hinki of the pov 

vihle inmnlcnancc ol "iiiijgk  i l i tu t . "  He has called upon KurupcJii 
technicians, hnlli from Belgium and fiu in other couutiics, to come 
to the Congo. I would like to know what M i. I.imnimha thinki of 
the economic possibility of maintaining the "single statin" in the 
Congo in the yean to come To simplify the problem. I w ill take 
two hypothetical individuals: a Congolese and a l‘'n in |icjn  having 
cuaiIII the same functions ami the tame qualifications and the unic 
salary or a diffcicnt salary. 'I'licy jic  holh mdiv|icntalslc tu the cenii 
<imy of the Congo.

i.VUUMm. I w ill allow m\ friend toaiuwci that question 
i m (iki * I Itcltcve that there is no need tu raise the question of 

"single status." I f  you need a henchman in a Belgian company to 
day, i f  it necessary to give him csactlv the lim e status as a Belgian? 
On you pul him hi the same category? No. So I don't see why you 
should ask that question 

It w ill he a "single status" only for Congolese. II a Belgian vv.inlr 
to enter the administration and if  Congolese lilirenship is required 
in the adminithalion. for d im p le , the Belgian who does nut tome 
under lire prnviuont o f "single status" will lie given a contract <11 
else may nol even In given a job in (he administration. Su the qises 
1km of ilngh status docs nol aiisc

* Kvarhtc loloVI bccime kvksji) gcncul (01 foic^n jffuri in 196) {Hdilei's 
note.)



t> W c arc wondering what fate awaits ihc bare ut Kaimna aflci 
ftHlcpendCiKc.*

A This n  (lie fin l business concern wc w ill nationalize m the 
Congo! and o/jfrfaine .

y .  I u ilv  the i|nolKin ut I lie 111 Jiiijjgc bed I'licic aic no childicu 
pictcul here. At mine lime in the Inline, aflci you have complete 
inrkpcmlcucc, of couric —  I don't know whether iiuinagc Irclwccn 
whiles and blacks is pcimittcd in I he Congo — «in I right in uippor 
mg t lu l llns will he pcruiillcd at some time in llic  Inline? Arc mar
riages between whites and blacks pcimittcd in Ihc Congo'’

A. 1 believe lhal there an* no boundaries when it comci to lose. 
|l ougfifer and o/ifilaui».)

A i llic  r/ncifroii of Ihc s liodu /r of f in  Wafa naJ being dimauid, 
a iigoi/icdiif incident oecuurd haltccaii fh« Coridfcdl and J.uniuinbn. 
who directly o l l i i i i r d  Hie He/gwn adxiitn  of lha Conakal. Ira n i th t 
Koinid Table iru ion  of I'cbinary 11.

"W e lusc lung demanded thu independence nf nut conn try. This 
Independence I111 now been won, ansi w ill Ik  proclaimed on June 
30 W c (an no lunger duuht the sincerity of Belgium's intentions 
NVc th ink Belgium and the minuter ol (lie Outgo.

O n  the firsl ut |nly the Congolese gmxmmcnt will enjoy all the 
prtiugalisci nf sovctcignty. W c can only ug ic l. Iiowcxci, ihc well 
hidden influences t lu l lusc liceu brought lo beat on Ibis conference 
lx;hind Ihe scenes W eic il not foi these iriA txiuei. t lx  work o l Ihc 
confcicncc would already be ended. Hut Ih ii wai not possible be-

l|â “
‘ live inihlai) Imwi i« live Cenro gasr rlic lo siolust oppotilwn hem ike 

Itclgian I Hi. Irw >1 w ji k ll Ihrl they would incitly acne imjxrulnl dcufin 
Momnri, I He rovcminetil was atm jllrinpUtg lo amend Article I. Paraaripfi | 
ol On Hcl^tjn Conttil III loft, which itipuljtcd that only tulunimn could be sent 
lo buei in Ihc Congo <>* (iinuiy 11, njjq. ih* Council of Stale apjwmid Ihi 
profeel ol Ihe minute c of niltonil drfrmr no* Med on Aujuil 11, i«yfl But m 
10513 a pirn cunpign w ji Uaashrd b) lellrst cipnm iion against llic tending 
ol Inwijii lo the Corfu || w ji j  ii<«t( and Ihr rmrmimwi kltumtch ahin 
donetl in pluis fm fgnlmg ■ powtble "colon si I wri '

1IW *U «1V i9 6 0  I  f t )
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cause of (he machinations of certain European adviicri who arc 
seising the inlcieitv of financial group) and foreign powers instead 
of concerning llicm iclsci with the problem) of (lie Congo. ‘I hat Is 
why I demand tln il nil Kuiopcan adviser* leave tin* conference," 
(he speaker said. (The audience (lira.)

Mr. I.tiinmnh.i added that lie know* that ccilam adviscis have 
been paid to sabotage the conference. “ As a sign of protesl. I am 
leaving todav's meeting with all my delegates," lie stated.

Mr. Lt/rnijmbfj rriude u ngnt/im iil ifafement on February 15:

The Congolese state will guarantee the safety of every individual's 
|>emm and properly.

We with 0111 intentions to be a mattei nf public record: Kuro 
penis who have settled among ns uud j ic  willing lo adapt to change 
III I Ik  counliy will have 110 cause for concern. We want them to 
Kiuain and help the future Congolese government build the coun
ter. Othen who come lo settle in the Congo later w ill find a 
brotherly people awaiting them

On the othci hand. I'!urnpcant who ate not willing to adapt to 
change hi the country and how to the Uw» «f uur govt r 11 me lit will 
hast to go bark home

The period of domination Is over. We arc beginning that of 
cooperation and mutual aid between peoples

The mmistci of the Congo, speaking in (he name of the Belgian 
government and his vumpatnnls who have sclllcd ill the Congo, is 
asking us for guarantees wslli rrgJid lo Kmo|xans ami the capital 
they have invested in our counli). We support the minister's views 
and arc ready and willing to lake a dear and definite t>ositioii on 
l l i i i  matter.

We m turn point ant la the m m iitci dial the d ilu tion  in the 
Congo it  still a matter of concern. Although the dale of the piocli 
m ition of independence has been set, ccilam adimmstiation officials
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ore continuing l lu i i  policy of haiflssmcnt mid oppression of the 
people. We receive disquieting complaints a 1 M ill this almost every
day. and it is occurring in every p j i l  of the country. In the superior 
Interest of the ftitnic relations between our two independent coun
tries, tlinsc officials who arc endangering these relations must lease 
(he Congo immediately.

On February ao, l.wmimb.i oddraued the doting un ion .

T H K  F IN A L DECLARATIO N A T  TH K  
ROUND TABLK CONFERENCE

As we close the Round Table Conference, we take the flnoi in 
the name of the Congolese National Mosemcnl in order to put out 
feelings before you.

Wo are particularly pleased with the results of the negotiations 
that wo have ju<i had with the representatives of the Hclgian gov
ernment ami Pailiainent 

We have demanded (lie immediate and unconditional mdepend 
cnccof oui country. W e base |usl obtained it.

We have demanded that this indcpcndciue be total and genuine 
'Hie Hclgian government, acceding to 0111 desire, has assured us that 
Belgium w ill icteivc no powci to itself after June 30, i960 On this 
date, the Congo w ill attain its international sovereignty. It is with 
pride that the Congulcsi: government and the Belgian government 
will j it  side hv side in international assemblies whcic they w ill dc 
fend their common interests 

We have asked that CongoIcK be closely associated with the gov
ernment nl the country fiom now until |nn< 30. This wish bus been 
granted through the citation of permanent committees that will 
work with the minister of the Congo, the governor general, and the 
governors of the provinces. From now nn, until the proclamation of 
om independence, the conduct of political and administrative affaiis
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in flic Congo w ill he jointly turned by the Congolese and the rc|i- 
usc iitm iuso f Belgium llcnccfutlli no decisions will lie made, cilhci 
in Belgium or in the Congo, without oui appiov.il

t hese magnificent icsuits, which wciv obtained through peaceful 
and friendly negotiation, arc deeply gialifying tu u».

Belgium hat realised how greatly we value out freedom and nur 
human dignity. She hut t u l im l that the Congolese people are not 
hostile to her, hut ha\c timply demanded the ahohtiun of the 
colonill tu tus that was the disgrace uf ilit twentieth century.

'I ltc  goud will and the good faith of the Belgian representatives 
nl the Kouud Tutilc Coufcicnce weic lemailahlc We encountered 
no systematic opposition oti the pail of Belgian iiicuilictv of I’ailia 
ment. We ate able to tay that the direction the Round Table tool 
was moie or lets dcteimiiieil by the Congolese, for every time tlioi 
we agirrd on one point nr jiiu tlirr. Ihc drhgates of the Belgian gov 
eminent and the 1'a ilia im nt eventually endoued out views. We arc 
all grateful to them.

We arc now going home "w ith independence in oui pockets," 
proud to Ik  bringing oui people Ihc joy nl feeling free and indr 
|semlcnt.

W hile osii brotheu i l l  Kenya, Nyasaland. South Afnej. and 
Angola nrc B ill struggling to attain their autonomy at tin t moment, 
we aic attaining I Ik  lank of a sovereign slate with no I intuition 
period whatsoever.

I hc fad that Itelgium has heed the Congo of the colonial regime 
that we could no longer loluate Ii j i  earned liei the friendship and 
Ihc esteem uf the Congolese people 

We waul I Ilia friendship in Ik  long lasting and lie c nl any suit of 
hypocrisy. We w ill thus prose to Ihc entire woild that the idea of 
friendship between peoples has genuine meaning.

We will now forget all ihe errors uf the pail, all lire causes of 
dissension between us, and look only to (hit marvelous, tmiling 
future that awaits us.

We beg His l''.xc<Hcncy the Prime Minister In fommuiiicalc mu
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fcclingi In Hi* Majest) King Raudoum and assuie him nf our con 
tinning goad will and friendship.

We hope 1I1.1I lie w ill grace llic  ccicmomcs piodaimmg mu inde
pendence with Ills presence.

We thank H it Kxccllency Ihc M in iitc i o l the Congo and ull 1 lie 
members ol the Hdglaii I'a ilian iu il for having heard us out.

W e also thank Hi* KxcclIcnCy Minister l-ihui, who presided oscr 
the Round Table debater with patience and a profound spint of 
understanding.

We alto pay tiilm tc  to that gic.it .md eminent jurist, l ln  Kxccl 
Jcncy Minister Kuhn; his personal contribution wat invaluable lo m 
throughout the conference.

We also thank Minister Van Hcrnclri)ck on this occasion for 
having taken Ihc but itcp i toward the independence ol Ihc Congo. 
We hope that he will Ik  present when the independence ol the 
Congo 1* proclaimed ami that no more tomatoes w ill be llnown at 
him.4

The lad ih j l  this ism file  lice lias dosed in hainiony and ha* *ali\- 
fieri all Ihc Congolese delegates i« a good omen for fiilu ic  iclaliom 
between the (.'ongo ami Hclgnun 'H ic k  is'IjI ioms w ill lx  established 
Ulldci the seal of fiicntlship and mutual old between our two conn 
Irics.

The independence that will lie proclaimed in (out months Iso lds 
t in  fii«l step tow.iid 0111 cmancipjlioii. After having won uur |>oli- 
tiia l ficcdnm following scseral mouths of si niggle, our cfloits must 
now tend toward

( l )  bringing about an atmosphere of confidence and calrti 
Ihioughonl Ihc Congo, so that I Ik  new inslitulions can Ik  xel up 
ill a spirit of joy and fraternal collaboration;

fa ] liquidating all the vestiget ol eolouialiim. in particular the 
immediate elimination of nil hates of racial discrimination and of 
Ihc U lljliit laws pul into effect dining the colonial regime;

■ (Aimumhj w brie tclcrimf In sn iin c l on she mtaiirct of list Conjo l>) 
the cotoniilr o( Kivu
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(3) pulling an immediate end lo the picsetil oppression of the 
local |)Opulicc in certain region! nl Ihe Congo;

(4) consolidating national indc|x tide nee llnuugh the creation of 
a stable and prosperous national economy. Our independence will 
be meaningless i f  il fails In bring jlx w t an improvement of the living 
condition! of the masses of workcu and peasants

We ihnll also fight every attempt to divide up nur national teni- 
tory. The political and economic unity uf the Congo ii  essential lo 
id  greatness.

We aslc the r.utope.im living in the Congo to remain among us 
and help the young Congolese sidle hiuld ihe country. We need 
their collahorJlion. We guarantee the ralcly of their posicstions 
and their person. We with to <r<alc the Congolese nation with 
them, 10 that each and cvciy person w ill have h ii ihare of happiness 
and latisfacliou within that nation

'Ihe  dnois of the Congo w ill be wide open tu men of good will 
who ate icady and willing to help us. On the other hand, we will 
not allow into mu rountiv people nr poweiv whu have imperialist 
designl. We prefer freedom in poverty to wealth under domination.

I'lie capital invested in the Congo will be respected, for w« arc 
an honest people.

We n k  the Rclgiau functionaries winking at present in the Congo 
In sene nur government tomorrow as loyally us they have served the 
Belgian govern 111 n il in the past. They will all be pioud tu have con 
Irihulcd In a work of national reconstruction in u spirit of hiiiu-nil- 
larianbm.

As •  young vtale, we will need the arlvfcc and the technical co 
operation o f Belgium. We firmly believe and hope that this cooperi 
lion will nut Ik  refused us.

We address a fraternal appeal to Belgian young people, to demo 
1 iatie young people, to come serve the Congolese state. You will 
find us tu be ■ brotherly people who need other brothers.

We ask llic  tubal chieftains to tecognixi- that the country must 
change and to cooperate with the political leaden ill the building of
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llic  country. SVe have icicrvcd un honoiablc place for Ihcm in fu 
hue In ititu liom .

We ««k Congolese c ili ic il i tu unite and |>ool tlic ii c flo ih  to a* 
In huild a grcjl, united, strong. industrious. and piospcioui iialion 
In the head ul Black Africa.

Long live the independent Congo!
1.011# live Bclgiuml
I xan(* live tho frlcnduhip behveen our Isvn |>eop1eil

After the Hound ‘I M e  Confewic* the various reiolutiont began 
to take concrete rluspc On Match h a taw uvu pasted creating 
executive college 1 for the transition periud before independence.

On Match 14 the governor rat up the Central Executive College, 
consisting of I.nmumbd. Ktwavubu, llolyu, Kds/iumnro, .VyangtW/r. 
and M wumIhj

On A fitll 1 and 4 l.utnuml/a presided over the Luluabourg Con 
grest (in  the capital of Kasai), bringing together the l.uluas dud ten 
Kasai o tfiin iia linn i. The resolutions patted here unitanst in spi/it. 
and from this nuanenI mi f.nmuirihu succeeded in getting <rfl I lime 
who were not number/ nf the Kolon/i-ViNC to join with /lini.

On April 10 and 11. f.imiiinibo presided over the Congress of 
CociuilhalviHe (the capital of KqiMleur Province), and nn May 1 
and 3 he participates! In the Congress of Jriongo (Lake Leopold I f )  
On April 19 he h \u  in Accra dgarn, where he issued the following 
declaration. I

I mud here rumplimcnl the Belgian government foi the ip im  of 
understanding it  has displayed un lliia oeemon. Belgium has rcili/ed 
that the Congolese |>cople were not hostile to her, hut merely de
manded a change of regime and the end of injuutke.

' I h i i  independence w ill lie total, and In three months our country 
w ill attain international sovereignty.

I mud emphasize t lu l thcic is no country in Afnca that h it  won 
ih  indcpcndtiiCc more lupidly and more easily Ilian the Congo.



Ghatu had lo ten years lo win its intlcjicndencc. Algciia, svhicli 
Imi I iccii fighting for mote Ilian five scan, anus in hand, hat not 
set wnii in  freedom The same 11 line of our hrothen m the Com 
croons, in Kenya. in Nyasalaud. in South Africa, in Itlioderia, in 
Angola, in Mor-iinliiqoc, and soon. . . .

Hating lu l im l  that the Congo lie longs In the Congolese. Bel
gium has earned n great dial nl good feeling in Africa today.

"Belgians me loyal and couiagcom/' all the A fnrJ ii] whom I 
have met since coining In Accra have told me. “ Wherever we ice 
Belgians, we will welcome them with open aim*.'1 they add.

Af this moment. temion developed in the Congo 01 d remit of 
the Itihal conflict! between l.uhnil and Jt olulhu a ml the Hidetpiead 
wore it in AJdiiienid and I ha Ixtwer Congo.

Ilumpeon circles wwre diitinhed and diked for mdilary reinforce 
inertia to protect t/icrn: the Ahako demanded a provisional govern 
meat: f.mnninbn resigned from the Kxcciifiie College. dcnidiiding 
IInil if  became <r ptoviiional government and Ibal Ib r  bend of ifdfe 
be elected by direct uniwrrol tnfjrnge.

The M N C  Wen exfunding rnfndl) mil! its " national"  chtiracta 
nude i! d power to he reckoned with in the elections let for May 
1960 On MdV 1  ̂ I .urn run ho reported oil fiir position by telephone 
to Agenee It/lgJ In Ittiisieh.

Despite inv cnliic good will and my desire lo tollalxrralc with 
th r admumiraliou, it it no longer possible to rjnetiun the govern 
tm n f i pictenl policy. which Is daugriout and will lead to explosive 
titiiatioua. I have repeatedly given proof of ill)  good will. I have 
warned Die mlnistci and the governor general. hut thes have done 
nothing. I resigned (tom the General I'.xccutivc College while it 
wav titling  In Stanleyville, hut mt icsignatiou hat not been ac 
ccptcd. In order lo rectify the situation, the M N C  demands, fint. 
the expulsion of approximately fifty whites, among them certain

190  rn » M A H O K  01 m e  c o v m m m i m



may ig6o i<ji

mcrntxix of the adminislialiun, who .ire stirring tip double. 'Ilicy 
ate Ihc same whites who hooted and jeered at Mr. Schcyvcn when 
lie visited Stan.’Hie governor general %ays that tbc\ were punished, 
lin t they should have hem expelled. Second, the titiu tinu  is tueh 
Hut it is not at all ccitam that Iheic will not be incidents in the 
Congo liefuic June jc ’Iha t n whs Hie M N C  i i  demanding that 
the General Kxtculivc College lie ininicslijtcly transformed into a 
provisional tenlr.il government. and the provincial executive col 
Icgei he tianvfoimcd into provisional provincial government*. The 
M N C  h n  also detided to oppose and ic jte l Ihc Hound Table dc 
cittnn calling (or Ihc appointment of the chief of date by two 
Clumber* meeting jointly. There has been siting pulling Ixhind 
Ihc iceiKi fin weeks, and we fear that there w ill be more of this 
alter Ihc elections. We fear that the people will not approve of a 
chief of state a p p lie d  by two Chambers and Hut the Congo will 
then cxjseiicncc esen mote scriom tronblcv than it has to date 

'I he chief ni slate mult he eh risen hv the people, and that is win 
the M N C  Inn icuititmcudcd that lie be elected directly. Hie oel 
lliiliintiation mint find a volution; it vlnmld piO|Xisc, fin example, 
that two ballots ho cast, one for th r ehief ol stale and one for the 
legislative elections. We cry nut in alaim j I this juncture. It i* up 
to Hclgium to assume its icspcmxibililin at this point. As fm me. I 
have done absolutely cveiything in my power to wain the minuter 
and Ihc gutcruoi general. I have been vent on a mission by the Kv 
ccutivc College and will icmain in Slunlcyvillc. to that from there 
I may travel whcicser my ptesrnee i* iieccsiaiy to help avoid possi
ble incidents. I had intended lo go to Hnmcls, having lieen in 
tently icrpustcd in do so, hul this it impossiblo imcc the miiiivtei 
and Ihc governor general refine lo make the necessary decisions. 
Despite the sabotage of which my |u rty  is Ihc viciim. I am certain 
Ili.it it will win a luge rrujm ily in Orientate Province; I w ill thus 
lie in the country dining Ihc elections, which I hope will piucccd 
calmly and nomuMy.
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On May 16 the king appointed Caruhof san d ir Meertch nun 
Itter and general chartf d'offairet in Africa. I.mmnnlra srai unpl 
ciout of I h it appointment, for he thought it  h w  dn attempt to 
pretune the Congolese 

In  d ilatim ent mado to Agenca llclga on May ifl. /.umum/in 
took a hordei line Jn addition to hu 1h*> preuotn demands, for a 
provisional government anil the election of the chief of stale by 
universal suffrage. he nuu1 mado a third  dcm.ii: J “ T in  immediate 
departure o f troopi tent from the mother country, ei well «ii l/id l of 
these troopi cunontly occupying the ha\es at Kitona and Kmniikj 
. . . This is cin affront to the Congo f-'oicv Pub/nyur I t  Is aho tin 
affronl to General jantsens. The Force VuUique M'il/i l i t  thmitands 
of Congolese lotdian and Hi llelgian officers is more than ade 
r/nale. I.umumlxt accused Ih t administration and the /udges in 
perviting the elections of having cnnimvd with l/ i r  members of 
the PNP and rigged the elections. "The principal ohiectiie of the 
llelgian government it  la see a puppet government lake nsrr, wftic/i 
if will he able to control completely. Lumumba added At Ihe end 
of h it statement, I-imninifxi urged bis /oI/ohvh to bold public drill- 
omlratiom and take lo the streets to demand the hithdraval of all 
llelgian tioops fiom iho Congo ‘ The immediate liberation of f lit  
country and the nnsnediota transfer of power ie the only pnnihle 
M'dy In avoid I/ip outbreak of serious Incidents, for which Jlelgium 
will bear the moral responsibility on tha inlcmalfoiidl plane."

'ih e  agitation accompanying the provincial elections, and Idler 
the legislative elections, caused Belgium lo idft« iiiliifdry steps Ceu 
aral Jimnent, the head o f ihe Farce i ’ ub/ic/u«. ca mule red himself to 
be the great upholder of law and order and cuma on/ wiffi fr/ifdfing 
banalities that finally brought <1 reply from Ijim um lfa. This was list 
same geuerai who later turned up in He/gimn in 1961 and iqGj. dr 
lii'ering speeches in favor of Iho French OAS and participating in 
the activities of colonialist end extreme Right groups.

On May j j ,  the Stanlcyvilloii published this article by Lumumba 
/ I  b m u g / l l  d fcouf I /ip  seizure of tho newspaper
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hollowing Ccnei.il Janssens' statements, l.uimnnlu dcdaicd: "I 
am rlic one who restored nidci."

ll»c president of the M N C  accused the HP (Force Publique).
"The hT caused the noli in Leo and Stan, but it it  incapable of 

icitoring order in Kasai. . .
Following our publication of .111 interview with Ccncial Janssens 

yesterday, we have icceised the following dcclaiation (torn M i. 
P Lumumba.

The responsibility (01 the sl.ilcmcuts made in th i. tcvt naturally 
lies will) its author

"Conliary to the misleading iiatcm cnti to the ptcu made by Gen
eral J.nnscns, the iciloiation of nidci In Stanleyville and through
out Oiicntalc Province was due exclusively to Ihe efforts of the 
M NC and nut tu Ihe Force Publique.

” l l  is my presence in Stanleyville and my couitant appeals on 
the radio and at public meetings that arc ictpouuhk lor the 1111- 
provemcnl in tlic tilualion, winch liar liccn deteriorating day by 
day in t l i i i  province.

"Tire opinions expressed by General (ansicuv in his statement 
have no basis in fael whatsoever. To call those who condemn ihe 
b iu liil dtul barbarous rcpicvsiuus in tire Congo 'icpmbaie.* to dc 
clsic that 'docent' people are calling lot more police all over Ihe 
connlry 11 fo declare oneself guilly in the eyes nl (Congolese public 
opinion.

T/w bV itt iin in g  up trouble. , . .
"According to General Janssens, the Force Publique ncvci com 

mils the slightest misdeed We would like him tu know lhal it was 
the I'oicc Publique that caused the disturbances of January 4 in 
Lcopuldvillc uml those of October $o, iq jg, 111 Stanleyville. It was 
the constables of the Force Publique wliu provoked these incidents 
ami not the black population. There it  clear proof of this, and Gen- 
cial Jamsem will have considerable difficulty |utlifying him self.

"W hen I talked with ihe gcncial three days ago, I lold him lhal 
I would be able to restore order in Stanleyville and fbiougbouf Osi
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entitle Province without u single constable lx ing present and wills- 
on I a single bullet being fired Jl Congolese.

"Hid l i t  It itKdfkihh of redoiing order.

"T ire P'orcc Publiquc, moreover, has proved itself incapable nl 
restoring otdet in Kasai. Despite tire military occupation that lias 
listed several months now. bloody incidents continue tn oceur in 
Ibis province.

"W h.il the general calls ‘etude blackmail' is nothing but an 
honest denunciation ol the abuses and the brutal ad* committed 
by ilo  Force I'nhliqui- in many regions ol the Congo: un|mlificd 
punitive expeditions, followed by nmsacics, nricats, and arbitrary 
sentences — Ibis Is the end result ol the combined action ol the 
Force I'ublique and the administration. The Congo hits lived amid 
tonstanl unrest and tenor lor mote (ban a ycor now. Central jam 
sens' arms will not change this situation in the slightest unless 
power is immediately tranjlcricil into the hands o f Congolese na 
tionals.

If. as General Jnimens puls it, 'tire Force I’ublique w ill not give 
in to blackmail,' we hereby in lo in i him Ihnt the Congolese people, 
who have a passionate d riiic  let lie free, will likewise nut give in to 
the intimidation and the threats ol the Force FubKque."

T in  tension c a u n /d  b y  th a  coming alodium continued t o  nmunl, 
fttif J.urtimn/xs'j w ith d r a w a l /torn I l i a  Canard! Executive CoJfaga 
M e r e ly  compromised t h e  f i o w b i / i l i t i  o f  t a k in g  t le p t  la fenen I h it 
tension. Jeon van Ltarda diked h im  to  g o  h o c k  t o  Is O p o ld v iU o  o n d  

c o n t in u e  t o  t t r v a  in t h a  Kvccutivc C o lle g e  a t this crucidf rnomanf 
f.i/nurmbd r e p l ie d  im m e d ia te ly

1.K ITF .K  1 0  JFAN VAN LIKRDK

Stanleyville. May i f ,  i<j6o
M y dear (can,

I have just received your airmail letter of May 35.
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I am continuing the struggle to wipe nut Loluiiialism totally. I 
am making life very difficult for the fascists, especially General 
Jonvtens.

J have the backing of the people. I hope la win an overwhelm 
jug victors throughout Orientate* Province and in many regions of 
the Congo. We arc being sibulagccl. but I am holding my oven.

I am planning to go hack to l.co vino to lokc up ms duties 
Once again.

I ssill use whatever influence I have sn Mini you may crime lu 
the independence celebration. Please icmind inc in lime *

Youis most cordially. 
I’.VlKICk

m i* : m m : t a k e s  a  s t a n d  ( may 11.1960)

Having won .in overwhelming victory in laolli the legislative dee 
linns and the provincial electioni Ihroiiglionl Orientate Prosiiue. 
with a majmity ol 99.$ percent, the M NC will soon form n lie mu 
gcursius government hated on sound democratic principles ‘The 
victory that the M N C  has won is u pmnf of lire confidence 0111 
parly enjoys among the tnh.il authorities and the popular masses. 
This victory is also •  clear refutation of the spiteful accusations and 
1 lander directed against the M N t end its leaden In its adversaries 
The M NC wwinlv thunks the I1ib.1l chieftains and all classes of the 
populace (or thus demonstrating their trust in its. The members of 
the- M N C  who have been deckel w ill do their utmost not to disap 
point those who soted for them 'Use M N C  government will call 
on .ill spulificd indisidsuls. svliatcscr then political affiliations, to 
assume posts of responsibility. Members ol the M N C  who have 
been elected to public office will not ic is r the patly, Imt the entire 
nation. The M N C  government w ill guarantee all distent. Iiolh 
Europeans and Congolese, that their property and their persons

* Lumumba offered In mlccwne 00 |c«u mu Lkrdt's heh»ll IxtattW IIk  III 
ter hid for 1 lnii| tin** been forbidden lo suit tlx  Conjo (Kditoi'i note.)
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u til be protected, l i t  policy i i  bated on tho establishment of sincere 
friendship Ire tween I ribev mid meet.

In order to t A wort l/ic  montuwM agonist the M N C , f.unrumZw 
brought various groups tog*ih*r in tt hofflogfiicoui naliondlht bloc. 
A protocol mu 1 tig iird  on Jutit 10.

PHOTOCOI. OK T 1 IF. I.U M U M BA C O A LIT IO N

Confronted with the web o f intrigue being woven today by the 
former colonial power on the one hand and by the pro colonialist 
minority paitics on the other — Intrigue* aimed at keeping out of 
|xm ir the parties and the nationalist leaden who unquestionably 
enjoy the confidence of nil the people;

In view of the fuel that I he liberal ion ol the Congo it  the exdu 
rive handiwork o f the nationalist parlies and that I he lutuic wel
fare nf tlio Congolese people now depends on the regrouping nf 
tim e  nationalist and democratic forces within the country;

In view of tho fact that this regrouping of popular fo rtr i is In 
dispensable rl llic  maneuvers of imperialist* aimed al the establish 
men I of a neocolonialist puppet government arc In be lliwaitcd;

In view of the fact that the elec lion returns deaily show that 
the people have voted for the nolionolhl parties and that llu  latter 
svoukl be committing a crime if  (lies' did not join forces hr a great 
alliance;

I'm  the purpose of blocking ull the mane users to divide the 
country and at tho sanw lime ensure final victory over Belgian co 
lotuulism. the Congolese National Mosement (M N C ). the African 
Solidarity Party (PSA), the Center ol African Rcgmupmenl (C6  
ita ) ,  and the Balulukal have deckled

( r )  to join together i l l  order to form a central auticolomalist 
government;

(a) to conclude a pact of friendship und solidarity capable of 
safeguarding the political and economic unity o f the counlry;
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(3) lo combat .ill sc|Miatism and mancuscis to divide the coun- 
tiy. which die liable to bring about the splitting ol the Congo into 
small Stales and cause social unrest in the count ay;

{4 ) lu defend a common policy within the fume work ol na 
tio»i.ll institutions, both on the lo c i u l fcncial policy and an the 
economic and social pi .we 

Ally other path l lu l  mpcels the pioviskmt of the prcicnl pin 
loco I may also join the national alliance Ihm hunted.

The assignment ul posts ill the Central Government to lie 
formed, |)io|toillonal to the soles obtained by each party, is out 
lined in I Ik  table annexed to (lie present protocol.

‘Use parties i i |n m | this piolocol Inmsally pledge lo scrupulously 
icspcet the dames thus approved.

Leopoldville, June 10, i960.

Kor the African Solsdaiily 
Pasty

A. Ct7fXCA

Kor tlsc Congolese National 
Mnvcmail 

I*. L u m u m p a

For the nrtiihali.il 
R. M w-amma

Kor the Center of Afiican 
Kcgioupimnt 

A. Kasiiamura

The following day, fane j i ,  the f,inNiim&d-MNC CnmmldM 
took 11/) the subject of the Belgian iNiltwuW/l against t in  iidfiondJ- 
f it  poitiei ogain. hut declared that it  vttn ready to form a national 
unify government. /into 13 viui a dccimc dale, fru the tninhUi 
diked Lumumba tu go on <1 Jucf finding minion in order lo set up 
the f in t Co/tgoleu government. Canthof van dei Mcouc/i toss im
mediate Jy allocked by d horde 0/ righ litfi for hdving made ftiii 
decision.
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I.U M U M BA IN  S I'A KC II OI- A FORM ULA FOR 
U N IT IN G  TH K  I'AKTIKS

H ie  minister offered lo vend inc on a fact-finding inivvion. fur 
I lie purpose of farming .1 Congolese government. I accepted. 'I lie 
success of llm  mission nbvimulv depcndi on what contact) I am 
going to lx- able to nuke with all the parties. I tun able al present, 
however to tell you llia l I already possess the political majority 
necessary to (mm a legal government. thank) to the nu jo tily  rep
resentation my party h is in I’lirliiimcnt. I am going to make cveiy 
effort now lo increase t his majority as much av possible, with the 
view o f forming a national unity government. T h ii «  in line, mine- 
over with the M N C 'i policy ol national unity, and I do not intend 
tu exclude any of the repicicnlutisvi iif opinions t lu l earned pup 
ular support in the elections from any of the consultation* I w ill be 
holding. J am cn ta iil that a great many nl the feeling! ut apple- 
hcnvioti that people have toward me will disapjscaT, thanks to the 
contacts I shall have with vanniK paity leaden People must realize 
that I w ill not use my majority to keep anybody on the sidelines. 
The policy o f my party can lx described in vciv few words: gene nil 
hannnny. older, security, and confidence. I therefore call on all Fu- 
nipcatis to icmain in llic  cosmtty. T lie il property and lliv ii |icisoiis 
w ill he respected. We want to celebrate tho iiKlepcndencc of the 
Congo with them, in joy anil mutual gocxl will. W e w ill conclude 
.1 pact of friendship with Belgium. It w ill be a constructive pact, 
concluded in complete ficcdom ami dignity on both sides. W e will 
arns-c at sincere agreement s that arc of benefit lo lmlh p jtlic i.

Curiously enough. Il siv* l/ie Connkat that was \ho f\nt among 
the federalist patties to consider entering the Centra/ Coie/nment. 
On /une i j  Moi'm Tdiam hr sent a telegram lo farmirmba:

w in  inc  ro I'A triic im r. korm ation  c im r a i . co vvr km m ci s io r
CCJN mi IONS SINK. QUA NON P1RST RCSCRVI: MINISIRV ICO.SO MIC Al'-
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PAlRl UNCI COKCO rCOKOMV MVKHIU.Y OllPi.NM CONI KIPUI ION KA

ia so a  j r o r  ir.coso m ik ih r y  x a tk in m  puppmsm s io r katancpm: 
nri.ro a tm  w in . a im v i Ai m * p n n u T K m  p ro v in c ia l w tV fJ K M m r 
MOIJII /IIIOMBY rRHIDIlNI CINIIRAI. ("OSAKA!

J.wniiiiiitsi tcftlitti Ih i next day. }uno 15:

ll.\vr. COXHII l l l l  OIIIPR POIIIICAI. i 'a r i iv v  com  l i in in c  v o i i i  w iiiii.%  
v i l l i '  IIIPV .VCRTI. T il Civil CON AKA! MISIHRY flCONOMU Al'PAlRI ASH 
V1CI:-PRMI1>I.NCY I IIAMRHR o r  Cl: ru  I INI HOP BflC YOU TO CON110I:R 
r o i in o s v  m u m  p a rtik v  a n d  A C trr r  m u  c o m p ro m iii. h o p  w i i i i -  
OUT M tlll lA I C n m iU lO X I ax iom : I'AMIIII* OlPfICUl I t o  fo rm  na- 
TIONAI ONI IY (iOVYRNMI.KI HATIXUaRIMNC r t r i l IR t  COUNTRY »n>l* 
RIU.Y CM'AT nXAl. ON YOIT IlNOr.RM ANIIINC IO OKI CONCO OVt OP 
lu r o M  1 M i'a w  v im ' w it w in  111: i i i i i n / i n  io m o r ro w  ip w k  do 
NOr MAN ACC 10 UMtlRUAND PACII OIIIIIR lODAY HOP N.HAVl: RM'I.Y 
1MJCRAM I’OVIIIAIII I'llR ROUT ICRUII RI'IUR I TOKIOltt M IM 1IIR  

HOP I.UMI'MPA

Lw m jm lw 'i press «itt{*/ciK4 myii pubiuJicd ii i  litdlpciuliiiKC, / hup

15.1960 I

I ictnnwd tu lAopoldvilk yesterday after an absence of lliiity  
days. M y collr.ignci ol I lie Genual Hxcculivc College and I lomcd 
even* province ol I lie Cungo.

tim ing u iii liavd i and l lu  lOmciMlioin we had with people from 
all walks of l i l t .  Ix jlli KiirO|M.jii and Congolese, I wai aware Hut 
there wai an atinoiplicic o( unrest ami inucurilv Ihioughoul Hie 
country.

' I l ih  almoiplKic. which I deploic w ith .ill my hcJM. n«lue to two 
faclorv

1. Ccilain political lu ili lt in li who whc vciy umme o l I lie rot cl vci 
had no clectoial program other Ilian attacking ccilain individuoU
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personally. Independence (01 them meant the a met o f intertribal 
conflicts attjck* by Isands ui terrorists und fratricidal wars, ‘the 
mass killings in Kasai ami Ixupnkkillc. otgonired by specific indi
viduals whom the administration is trying to cos-ci tip for Isccause 
«f important political seasons, offer ns irrefutable proof.

a. 'the administration, being very unhappy that ull signs pointed 
Iij the success nf the natmnalisli, staged a well planned undercover 
campaign a il behalf of ecitain persons they favored. 'I his eani|xiign 
was waged in the most influential Belgian circle» Tire objective lie 
ing punned was this: the nationalists, wlio had the confidence of 
the pcuple, were to Ik- kept m il <if power, and certain pup|Kls were 
to lake over, for the sole purpose of seising some hidden uilcicsls 

Since they were convinced that official clicks wanted to install a 
puppet government m the Congo at any cost, in order to undermine 
national independence, the Congolese people reacted forcefully and 
.ire continuing to do so 

This is a battle between the forces ol liberation icpicscntcd by 
lire nationalist parlies, on the one hand, amt the foices ol doming 
lion represented hy the colonialist administration, an tire oilier
hand.

It is these maneuvers behind the seems that ate lire cause of the 
present unrest.

Although the elections were vciy badly organized, they havt- just 
shown the hue face of the Conge all tlsc people me behind lire 
M NC We are more and more successful wills each passing day. 
The M NC won wherever n put up candidates. And if we weic not 
represented m certain w ry definite areas, it is because wo did not 
have time to organize and wage a vigorous election campaign.

In addition to the votes we won in the election, we also enjoy the 
suppoit of in illion i uf Congolese who have given sis a mandate.

In accordance with democratic principles, it is the N1NC' — lire 
party which won more voles Ilian any cither in the elections — that 
should fnnn the guverument. The king nl tire Belgians should call 
upon live M N C  to form the government. As in ull other countries
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in (lie world, (lie M N C  should have I Ik  tight to  call on minoiily 
p jil ie i to consolidate id  majority.

Nowhere in the world it  (lie leJ<icv ol j m inority pasty called 
ii|>oti In (mm the government 01 asked lo lie lire chief ol ttalc.

H11I what is happening today?
The Belgian government and Ihc royal palace cie abiolnlely clc- 

tc 1 mined lo keep Ihc M N C  mil ol |iowcr. They arc now urging m i
nority gioups lo loins a coalition on artificial haics. 10 ai lo appnml 
a puppet government, which I swear Ihc people will reject lomor 
row' i l  these Maneuver* behind Ihc scenes succeed.

Kven though Belgium publicly came nut m lavoi o l the independ
ence of I lie Congo, l i t  intention nnncthckw was lo sel up a govern- 
menl that wnuld be under its Ihnmh. I ha«c lound onl that the 
govciuni general, ihc minister of the Congo, and all Belgian official 
circles arc playing a dangerous game: they already have * llie u " can
didates for Ihc office ol cliicl ol stale ami prime minister Trial bal
loons have already been hunched in Ihc press, thanks to the com 
plieily o f ccitain journalists. Bill the people whom I hey arc working 
for rcpictcnl no nne hill themselves or m u ll isolated groups

Il was lo obtain lids objective that Ihc Belgian government is 
forcing u hicamcial system and ihc election nf the chief ol slate In 
the Chambers on us

If the Bound Table Conference approved the proposals ol Ihc 
Belgian govrmmcnt, il was became Ihc ro lunul adminislralion sent 
(scoplc lo this conferciKC who did mil icpreicnt the people at all, 
for the sole puipotc of supporting Ihc government's views. Almoil 
every one o f the delegates of the P N I\ wlio ssxrc in the majority at 
the conference, have been rejected by the people: none o f the piin 
cipol leaden ol this government parly won in the elec lions.

Nowlicic In Ihc world lias the former power organized and su
pervised the elections symbolizing a cuuntiv's iilU im ncnl of its in 
dependence. There is no precedent fur llm  in Africa.

When Belgium won its independence in >8)0, it  was the Belgians 
themselves who first sel up a pmsinnurl government II was tills
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provisional government that prepaid llie democratic election nl a 
representative government. (I was not the Butch, the founci nur- 
lerv, who organised the cleclmiii a lto  the libcu lion of lldgium.

The government of llclgium iv doing everything in il« powci In 
cause scrioni double m the Congo tomorrow.

We want |Kiicc in the Congo and we want the h.uropc.nu who 
have lettlcd hoc to KinlillUc lo Inc among m. We favor f iicnddnp 
between people- We want only the abolition o f the colonialist re
gime. The Congo needs hurupeam, and foreign capital and tcihni- 
dans. Wo will turn no one from uni doors.

No iMitopcan will bo persecuted in the Congo. No unc w ill have 
In* possessions seised. I l t c  independence of the Congo w ill benefit 
ull Its inhabitants, black and while. If we niKlcrtland each other, if 
we fnigcl Din giicvanees and ciusc Ihc c iiou  of the past, we w ill lie 
ub)e lo build a great nation in tins countiv. a nation within whine 
boldest ln |n itkc, Imticd. and disorder w ill lie forever lumihed. We 
;ire certain we w ill have the support of all the friends o f ficidoui 
and all the friends of Africa to aid us in liuiklmg nm country. We 
arc ccilain lh.il we will find friends every where- 

We ark all those who arc our hiolltcis to pul an end lo current 
rivalries and dissension. 'I he hour of union Iihv come, for the giealei 
good nf our people.

Tn fail to denounce the euircul maneuvers ol the Belgian gov 
eminent would Iv  tn ronuuil a crime against the country We have 
never ipokcn with u forked longue We ate not seeking popularity 
in Belgian circles.

If Ihc future nf tire Congo Is to he safeguarded, the game that is 
being played at present nuivl lie .'hmdoiicd.

In Ihc name nf the millions of Congolese whom my parly rep 
resents today. I cal) foi 

( i )  the immediate withdrawal of the Belgian Hoops lecenlly 
sent to Ihc Congo. ‘I here tronps sow panic among the Congolese. 
These Iruopi arc here only to mtiniidnlc our people, who seek only 
lo enjoy their FiWifom;
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( 3) I lie immediate recall of Minister Gambol vjii dci Mccireh 
'llic re  it mi reason fur him to In- in the Congo;

(?) the deetimi of the chief of state by direct universal sutliagc.
(4) the formation of the government by the pally that won out 

over the other patties by a 111.1 jciils in the elections;
(5) the creation of u new naliuiul flag We reject the flag up 

proved by the Gciicml Executive College, lor It war designed by 
culonialisli.

We arc still Belgium's friends Hut Belgium must lin t dit.i|i|iuint 
our people. We want a genuinely representative. dcmocmlii.llls 
elected government

From ftm r 1? fo td I^rmrirnfki Add rnanhaM a taige niajoiily 
for his ffi'ivmutenl. hut M in refer Ganihof, who vr«u impressed hy 
ih r obviously /cirgc number of his opponent* mid nut being iuf> 
lectcil to enoruioirar ftresiinc /mm ffie eolotiiulult. decided Io pul 
im end to I.rrmnmboi in/«ion <md coded on foiep/i Kmaviibu 
fo form d gosenimcnff

The pofiticof (einftciature row in f.enpofdWIfe. and the MN*C 
violenl/v rttfodked the rriinhter.

LU M U M BAS KFACTIO N TO T H K  KASAVUfUJ MISSION
(}t*Ni 17. i<f6o',

Unfortunately, the cord* were stacked against me from the wry 
beginning. The proof of this i i  that despite the firm majority of 
clghly-fnur scats in the Chamber tin t I lud iici|uited in the (ouric 
of my consultations, the minister, on being infomicd of this foci, 
not only virtually made Im mind up not to take either this majority 
m any other into consideration, hut alio called me into li l t  office an 
hour before the time tel for utir meeting to tell me. purely and 
aimplv, Ihal inasmuch as I hud not managed in h it opinion to 
achieve the national unity that had been envisaged, lie found it Ills 
regrettable duty to put an end to my liCl-fiiiding mission. A ihoit
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while In te l'— I have )usl now icccncd it — I was liusdcd a com- 
i i i i i i i k | u c  from M i. Cauihof'i office informing me Out Mr. Kail' 
viihu had been given j  inistum in my place — tlnit of forming j  
government. I merely avk yon to look at the figures: Mr. Kaiavubu’s 
|>.uly hat twelve scats m the Clumber ; i i k I  nty party Inn forty two. 
It in quite evident that the card* were slacked. Lumumba was given 
n fail-finding minion tu save face. It w.i» decided in advance that 
whatever results he might obtain, he wuuld never be diked to  fomi
0 government. Kvcis though the fje t that Kasavubu's potty holdi a 
very smull number of scats nukes any national unity govcimncnl 
olhci than the one I attempted lu fonu ini|>ossilile. it wot lie who 
was cIkhcii in Hiusreli. when tlsc leader ol the Abako went ihciv to 
invite the king to uHcikI the independence ccldmilion; and I do 
not hesitate to say t lu l it was the palace in Hnistcls rather then the 
resident minister, who vvat merely acting on instructions, Hint pushed 
me aside when sucecss was in sight. Isccamc it did not want me to 
succeed.

POSITIONS OK T IIR  I.UM UM HA C O A LIT IO N  
(juNr. 10, i960)

“ In h it last preii conference. Mr. Kasavuhu vlalcd lli.il my paily 
and the PSA were in agreement with Inin resid ing the govern 
ment that the lcadn of the Abuko planned to form. Mr. Katli 
amura void. “ It is true that I wjv received by Mr. Kasavnln. only 
tu vee Inin reject the demandv I vvns making in the name ul all the 
provincial leaden elected in Kivu and of my party, the G fifa  We 
oiktd  for three poitfolioi. Notional Defense, Inform a lion, and a 
State Secretarial.* We were granted only the post of Public W uikt.
1 icfuscd the pailicipalioii of my paily. That it the truth of the 
matter.''

* Mi Kadwnwua oppncritiy would have ijrrrd Ic p n iK lp iU  in Mr Kau- 
\uWijpj\crrrne!i| It the tall* l hid |r\en him lltc pen ol mlirnta ol inform i 
lion (Ediloi'a note )
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” 1 protest M i. Kasavubu s abuse of the ium c o l the PSA when 
he lifts il as one of the parlies suppcrlmg him," Mr. Cizenga added 
"A t Ins request, 1 had sent Mr. Mulclc. Hie vice-ptcsidcnl of the 
party, to Inm to male contact and merely get inhumation To my 
astomshuKiii, Mr. Kniavubsi did not receive Mr. Mulclc and 
chose to see three spokesmen from my party whom I had not 
sent to him: Messrs. Kumilatii, Knns.iy, and Mangohe. whose re
ports I am still aw.nting. Jt ii thus intellect to state that the PSA. 
of which I am president, agreed to pjiticipalc m Mr. Kaiaviibu's 
government."

M i. I .nnmmba for his pait declared:
‘‘We cnnsiiler lii« government, »l he matuges to taint II, a puppet 

government even before the fact, for it w ill he the icsult of tho hid
den complicity of the Belgian government and will lie dlicclcd 
agaimi the nationalist parlies id the Congo, and abase all against 
my party. We obviously cannot Hurt such a government siiKc cvciy 
democratic and constitutional iu Ic has been dmegarded by naming 
to form it not the leader of the parly that hoi proved to be nu
merically the most important in the isxcnl elections, hut the Icadei 
o f a minority party who will have to has*' the support of a certain 
number of parlies of diflcicnt sizes even to basely succeed What 
would people say if  this weic done m Belgium? I icpcat: the Bel
gian government is deliberately attempting to eieatc dissension ami 
an explosive situation in the Congo. We will ice what tomorrow 
will bring.”

That availing another meeting look plocc balnven KaMvubu and 
the leader of Ilia M NC . They srcr» umibfe to irk J j an agieamanl. 
Limiumbd gmw the following report 0/ the mooting la  Agance 
Belgu.
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I U M U M  HA'S VKHSION O F HIS TALKS W IT H  
KASAVUDU ( jv s i.  21. 1^60)

" I  have met with M i. KasAtuhu again because I (eel it my re 
spomibilily to sco that the government that tlu  Congo 10 desper
ately needs i t  formal as soon as possible and because I icfusc no 
oppoitunlly to engage in an net of good will I was encouraged to 
do sn by the meeting that the leaders of the panics allied with 
mine and I Imd that w ry morning with the miniMci. Mr. Gaushnf 
van der Mcersch, who told me llia l it was absolutely necessary tliat 
Mr. Rasavulsu and I icarli an wulmtauding. 1 1lls is all I ask, in Ibe 
national inkiest," Mr. I.umnmba said.

•'After quickly examining the situation together, oni allies and 1 
suggested to Mr. Gaushnf van dei Meet sell that wlicn M i. Rasa 
vnbu and I met, we should aglet- that lie would become chief of 
slate and I would become prime minister, n being understood tlu t 
when I formed mj government team I would jjisc as much consid
eration as possible tu the desires o f Mr. Kasavubu and Im allies At 
the end of the meeting the minister said: 'Ymu proposals seem rea
sonable. 1 am going to jxiss them on to M i Rasavubu with my en
dorsement. I had every tcasun to bclkvc that my m ating  with M i. 
Kasavubu last Monday evening would icflcct these intentions and 
pcimil the leader of the Abako and me to icach an agreement. 1 
must (ell you t lu l I was unfoittm.ilcly most disappointed. Mr. Rasa- 
vnbu merely confirmed that Ik  was asking for the post of chief of 
shite mid would yield the post of prime minister to me. in exchange 
for our future collaboration, but dial my fomung the ministerial 
team myself was out of the question," Mr. Lumumba staled. "M r. 
Rasavubu himself had a government tram that Isc and bis allies had 
put together. I would have to accept it This was impossible It Is 
difficult to envision a prime minister working in roufidenee with a 
team that lie has not chosen himself and that may even include 
most of his adversjnes. Mr. Kasavubu told me that lie had made
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dgiccmcult In l l i i t  cflcct w iili the allies of I lie National ll in ly  Co
alition. I cuiiW have Mid llic tame." Mr. l.umumha added, ilicsiing 
Hie facl lh.il llie  results o l Mondav evening's mcdiiig ucic cntncly 
ncgalivc. "M i. Kmavuhn spoke to me nl llic  possihilily of teeing 
Iiiiii again al llic  um c lime Tuctdai evening. D ili I wonder if tlicic 
wonkl lie any me al nil in anothci meeting between m, given llic 
p ic iv iitc irc iim ita iicc i." M i. I.mmimba said

“ In llic  fare of lin t sitiialiou. i l  i i  not in  much Mr. Kasavulm 
whom I accutc ni il it  M in itlcr Camlnil, wlm in my opnnnii it  t l i l l  
plating Die dnublrdcalmg game of llic  Hclgian government, which 
rcgoult me at dangcrom .nid dees not want me lo fonn a govern 
incut with men I have choten myself,*' llic  lender of ihe MN'C 
added. "I> m h llc tt Hrntscb would la llic i tee the Congo without a 
government on llic Ih iitic lh  o l June than hate a l.nminnha govern 
me tit," lie tille d .

“Given tlicic ciicumtlaiicct. llic ic  will pmluhlv nol he J chief of 
stale on June yo either." llic leader ol llic  M N C  alto stated. "F01 
my gionp and 1I .1 allies aie i > j  I n i  .illy m il going lo vole lot Im  taking 
office i l  this doct nol meet w ilh then approval. ‘ Ihcie w ill Hint not 
be llic  necessary ipioilin i. I have a clear conscience. for w r have 
done everything |iotiihle lo bring about a tnlniinn llimugli national 
unity,*' Mr. I.mmimba concluded. ' l l  it now up lo ihe Hclgian got 
eminent In aumne 1I1 responsibilities."

Tuen/ay. I run- a i. mis 0 dccisiw le t I 0/ Ihe ofspositig forces* r«jhi- 
live strength. Joseph Kdwvnhu, <n wo hdvc seen, fidd /seen unolfie 
lo  fonn a nidjorify w ilh the .Vdlioiidf Unify Codlilio/i (dnli M N C ). 
h i t  onlyo definite vof« of Ihe C ham lxii, dren on d secondary gun- 
lion. could show Ihe soil seidliw strength of Ihe various fdclions. 
On Juno a 1 Ih r Chamber woa lo efecl i l l  pd/iid/ncnldry officers, dild 
Ihe .\4 li0m lis t Ufee, dH 0/ whose otndM alti were elected (hanks lo 
the l.iiMHMfM .VJNC-UNC-Codhn-H#*o-CVrAj-Bdlu/>dJtdl-PSA- 
Uninio eodiifioii.* wot chddy the liefer.

* We irmind Ihr iredrr Ihsl ibe I'SA wst led L> Anionic Cuenga jr-d CUu
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M in i t l t t  Gamho/ iiiiiiwtfitffafy canceled i\fr. Ki/r4vuf>u'j million 
to form tt gowrrnnent. and th ii lime appointed l.uinumlta lo do to.

LUMUMBA'S PROPOSAL TO KASAVUHl)
(|UN». 33. 1 f>6c )

Pursuant lo out lo ll yesterday, in the count of which I informed 
yosi of my ardcnl dcilrc lo sec yon participate in Ihc government I 
have been called on lo form. I immediately contadcd Ihc leaden 
of Ihc parties lli.il have agreed lo eollaboialc with ihc M N C  in ihc 
foimalion of l l i l i  govcrnminl

A ll the allied panics have decided lo take Ihc impsntancc of the 
Abalco into accounl and th in giant ii one of ihc moil impoitant 
posls in out government, ic .  dial ol Foreign Aflairs. It was ulvodc 
elded, furthermore, lo gnml Ihc Ahako the Ministries of Middle 
Classes anil of Rural Development.

In addition to these live inm isltio. ihcic aie also diplomatic 
posts and seals in para slate bodies ycl lo hr assigned.

A ll the pailies ardently wish lo see you assume the functions of 
minister of foreign r flans in the firs I govcrnmriil tc.im.

As for Ihc election of ihc chief of stale, lhat w ill depend above 
al) on die unanimous snppoil of all Ihc elected representatives, and 
we shall iia i fail to speak to Ihem on your behalf.

As I must submit my rc|>orl about 7:00 r .u .  this evening, may I 
ask you please lo give me your defiuiic reply and the names of 
those who will have each of the portfolios allollcd yom pally before 
llils lime.

As I await Ihc pleasure of healing from you, plcaic be assured, 
Dear Colleague, of my most cordial scnlimcnls

1*. Lumumba
Member nl the Ccncial Executive College

pi in Kainltaiu, Ike Unitno by |uitm DoirULo. usd the lljliiluk.il L> | iio«i 
Senditt. Merit Tihombe'i rival in Kilin|i (fd loi's rolr J
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KASAVUBU'S RKPLY T O  LU M U M BA (jt 'N i; sa, i960)

1 have (lie honor of informing you that the A halo cannot |xiitici- 
pale in this govern men I il il does not have the posts of I'tamcilic 
Affairs, Finance, and one Minister of State portfolio, as we agreed 
yesterday evening, in addition to a fall ihore of para slate anil dip 
lunulic pmls

W ith  regard to (he office of chief of slate, I cannot grant yom 
government my confidence os long as no guarantees have been 
given.

‘Ilie  Hakongnt, moreover, arc dctcimined to form an nntono 
limns, sovereign scsvnlh prosincc in a united Congo confederation.

Since your paily has been the sole master nl the Chamber, might 
the senate not be bonded over to another patty? 'I  his would enable 
yon to establish a balance between yom Chambers Otherwise you 
will run the mV of making your decisions unilaterally and comprc 
mimig Mac interests of the minority.

Please accept. Dear Colleague, the assurance of my most respect
ful consideration.

| .  K h a v i i i h i

These continuous negotiations were a cleus proof 0/ the faituio 
of the plant of Ihe a tlii I umumha coalition. By the meriting of 
June 33, Ihe M N C  trader had w<orked nut hi 1 plain for forming >j 
government, hul the election of the nfficett o f t in  Senate in Ihe 
afternoon wars extremely important, for by the tanni v f the Funda
mental of May 19, 1960, Ihe senator elected free,dent o f that 
Chamber uui (o become the temporary chief of ila la if  with in eight 
days no candidate had obtained tun thirds of ihe vote of the two 
Chawhari mooting jointly.

• The Fundi menial Law. e>Sabl&>Vc-d it the Round Table Coakxacc 11 
Bruivrli, wji |a be Ihe hatlc lav. nl the Isod sustit ihe ikm lixtvoo drew up Its 
oun comtilulioo. {Titmlnor'i aot*.|
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On the (m i ballet, the votes W e  equally divided between two 
candidate > futtph tUo {0/ the Kalon/i-M N C ) «Jitd A Afd/idmlw 
(o f the l.n rim m bd-M \'C ). F.ven/nally Joseph lido uw i by a vote 
of .|i Y). but all the othei Senate o/ficen were won by the I n 
inu iiih lit bloc.

On Ihursday morning, June at. I.uniiiiiibd declared In the p r t i r

My ministerial leant i t  now practically limned.
In ■ spirit of reconciliation and mutual understanding. I lu te  

made concrete |)rojx.uh lu the principal leaden ol the National 
U n ilj Coalition, and (he variouv groups have examined them. I.atl 
uiglil I he Coiukat mid the I'NP accmdod me ihcir ngrccmciil in 
imneiplc. The Alxiku and Ihc I'una likewise expressed their dciiic 
la collaborate with me. bul llicy hail nol )c1 cxununcd my pro 
pm all.

As regards the Ahako. the |iinhlcm that arises is that ul nlhiltiug 
tlm  paily a definite puitfoliu ami M i. K-isavnlm'v randidacy (or Ihc 
office nf clncf of slate. M l. Botikango of Ihc I'una has alio pic 
ichted himself os a candidate for the office of chief of stale. I in 
formed lliesr kudos that it was up to ihc Congolese Assemblies to 
designate the chief of slate and dial the thing dial nullc ied moil 
lo me was die formation ol a stable Congolese government as soon 
m possible I am to sec M i. Kuiatuhu and Sir. flohkango again 
this morning. . . .

A t a 50 r.M ., on June j ) .  I .u n m n ih j came o u t in  u ip p o rl o f Ho 

Jihmgo'a randidacy I

I have had numerous contacts with M i. Kaiavulni I have offered 
his party two ministries, l;orcigu Affairs and Middle Classes lie  
wanted h'inancc, a Slate Secretarial in the M inisliy of Ihc- Interior, 
ami one Minister of Stale |xarlfolio Mr. Knsavubn laid down one 
Other condition lie  demanded a w iiltcn pledge from .ill ihc polilt- 
CJl paitics dial they would vole for him for chief of slate. The
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o llic i |) .iilu i did n o t accept tlm  obligation. lie  had alio said in liii 
k tte i that I lie pioviiKC (of l!akougo| wmild be autonumeux ami 
jovcicigii. A ll mu cfloitv luxe foiled. Me picK iilcd Immcll at a 
candidate for llic  office of chief ol iU tr .  I would like lo cxprcti my 
ilnecicii Ih ink i lo llic  oilier parlicx for ihcir cflorts and llic xpiiii 
in which they xx'Ctc trade. Mr. Holikangu hax picven ted himielf ax 
3 candidate- lot tl»c office of chief of xlatc. I pcnoually xuppmt 
him,* ami I believe- t lu l flic  utlicis w ill loo

Thu government loam hai now been formed. It will picvcnl il ic l l 
Ixcfoie llic Chm nbtit j l  io:oo i*.m . lot a vote of confidence. T li l t  ix 
a dcmociatic government. a national unity government. All African 
and Kuiopeans w ill lie u fc . I am counting on the cflorli of all. in 
cluding lltlg inm  and the Iklgiam, to cam mil the ta i l llia l awailv 
ut.

JV iii M ine  Way, about .(.on v m . K dw vubn  co n to rte d  J.um um bd 

d f l i in  dwd fina lly  offered h im  Ih r  l i l t  o f Abaku rn ln iite r i T h it  news 

im ld n t fy  relieved f / ic  in iu d i o f  p ro f ile  in  the capital. who hail feared 
f / jd l the  id w o u ld  ha a llabongn u fitn in g  i f  th e ir leader were n o t In- 
eluded in  the government l,umumlMt could  now  o i l  the Chamber 
fo r  a vole o f confidence, and ho w en t before i t  <11 io.-oo i-.M. T h e  

proclam ation 0) independence m i l  n o w  jiu if «cww <fd>t dxxuy. l i e  

even tua lly  ob ta ined  a vote o f Confidence, a fte r a confined  round  o f 

fa U n lin g  d iu f a debate whore tone w in  tca rc tly  worthy o f the  tail- 
c u m  n r  of the  tw i l l s  taking place. I l is  confirm ation a i prim e rnln  
i i l c r  the  11 a i t  day hvk rd/5/d  d w i vpcctacular f6 o  vote 1 foe, u  
dgui/jit, dnri ft dbrton(ioni).

* A leu  "g ix d  h i l.uiaumbj, i r r v x iu t i r j  (bat FoliL jiijc 'v cickJkJu) le i I k  
ort« el duel ot iIjic had Ini iuppo«(, hid ciKalilcd in IxopoMxiltc. Iliit 
l.uiaumlu (]■«] net (bound fully dkipline in thu imtaracc 11 «»i obxnxn ih it  
Ike MNC could uel xelr lot IM Ilin fa  it Ih li point (C dilo t't noli.)
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SPEECH ok run prime minister before
T H E  C H A M B E R

Mr. President, Dear Colleagues, Ladies, Gentlemen:
TliO crisis Ibal threatened to endanger the I tit urc of out young 

nation lim fortunately been tcrolved. thanks to the Congolese wis- 
dom that all the elected representatives have shown in tire face of 
the danger that confronted us.

You have been the fin l to demonstrate to everyone that it is out 
duty to bring about umun and solidarity.

We have the honor of presenting the fust Congolese government 
to the Parliament o f the Congo. It is composed of the following 
members:

i Prime Minister and Minister of National Defense: l.uimnnlro, 
Pair see.

a Vice Prime Minister: Cixengj, Antoine.
3. Minuter of Foreign Affairs: Brmthoko. Juslin.
4. Minister o f Foreign Trade: Hisukiro, Marcel.
5. Resident Minister in Belgium (in  charge of relations between 

the Congo and Belgium) Delvaux, Allied.
6. Minister-Delegate to the United Nations: Kamui. Thomas.
7. Minister nf Justice: Mwamhd, R6ny.
8. Minister of the Interior: Gbenye, Christophe.
9. Minister of Finance Kkayi, Pascal.

10. Minister of Economic Affnlis: Yav, Joseph.*
11. Minister of Economic Coordination and Planning: Kabjngi. 

Alois.
13. Minister of Public NVoiki: Jlunga. Alphonse.
13. Minister o f Communications: Songoln, Alphonse.
14. Minister of Agiictillme l.u lub , Joseph.
15. Minister of labor: Masena, |oachim.

« A Cousin minister (Editor'i ito'«.)
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16. Minister of Middle Claucs: M'Ruyi, Joseph.
17. Minister of Public I Icalth: K i manga, G icjcirc
18. Mmislci o f Mines: Rudahindsv.i, Kdmoixl
iq . Minister of Piojicrly Mahaiuh.i, Alexandre.
20. M iim lc io f Social Afluin Nguenia, Antoine.
21. Minister nf National L'dixatum and Fine Aits: Mulclc, Picric.
22. Minister of Infotmatiun and Cultural Affairs: Katliamnra, 

Anicel.
2). Minister of Youth and Sports Mpolo, Maurice.

.Sfale Sae/eiondii:
1. State Secretaries for the President’! Office: Mobutu, |oscph, 

jik I l.unibala. Jacques.
а. State Secretary lot Foreign Affairs Maiirlf, Aixlid.
). Slate Secretary lot Foreign Trade: Kiwewa, Antoine.

Stale Secretary for Finance: Tiliihangu. Andie
9. Slate Secretary lor Justice: I jongo, Mamuiilicu.
б. Stale Secrclat) for the Interior; Hatsliikama. Raphael.
7. Stale Secretj i\  fm Ikumimic Coordination and Planning: 

Ngnvulu, Alphonse.
9 . Stale Secretary for National Defense: N’xcmbo, Albeit.
i). Stale Secretary for Information and Cultural Adam: Bo 

lamba, Antoine.

K th in lt i io f  .Slaitf:
1. M inhtci of Slafc. Member of lire Council of M in iitcn : Gren

fell, Georges.
a. Ministci of State, Member of the Council uf M in iitcn : Ki 

solokclr, Charles.
). Ministci of Slate, Member of the Council o f M in iitcn : 

Bolya. Paul.
I Minister of State, Member of the Council of Mmisten: 

Cenge, Audio.
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I he following commissioners have been proposed:
Icopoldvillc Piovincc: Kama, Svk.iiu.
Kipuitcui Province hums, laimmi.
K:ix.n Province: Kalonji, Isaac.
KutiwgJ Province: Jjciulwc. Jason.
Kivu Province: Saugjru, Iliih c il.
Orientate Province: Miunngu, Chrbtophc.

Gentlemen:
At tins historic moment. Ishould like to icc.lll the long and pain

ful struggle dial nil the Congolese, united in ihcii passionate desire 
for hlsciation, waged until victor)' wav Ihciil.

We found we were unanimous ami stood xhmiklci to shoulder In 
our opposition to a political regime that ai certain times ignored 
the direction history was taking.

We found we were unanimous at we fought out liisl battles 
against colonialism.

We found wo wcic unanimous ax we muunu-d nur dead brotberv.
We found we were unaimnouv at the Hound Table, united in a 

Common bronl.
Today, in victory, in hmiupti. we .ire still united and unanimous: 

our entire nation rejoices at tins.

Gentlemen:
The government tlial you arc about to vole on i« an honest, loyal, 

strong, |>opulai government, which represents the entire nation, 
having been chosen by you to »eivo the interests of mu home
land. All (lie members of my team and 1 formally pledge that this 
govcrnmcnl will remain n government of the people, by Ihc people, 
and for the people.

Strengthened by this popular support, Ihc government will en 
dcavor to keep the nnlion i  leiritoiy and lls unity intact and pro
tect it from attack from any quarter.

lire vast ness of the IcnitOiy and its great diversity make certain
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steps ncoowiy, however. The government views this situation real 
islically.

Wo mint lie able to modify (lie administrative d iv iiin iu  of the 
old regime by legal means so that each citircn may find happiuen 
among Ins fellows

This government w ill endeavor to establish tlie rule of law and 
mdci everywhere in the country, without hesitating: b ill as it  goes 
about this task, it w ill always ici|KCl the inalienable rights of man 
and the citizen as a sacred good

This government w ill consider its first duty to 1st that of leading 
the popular masses along the path to social justice, well being, and 
progiess, carefully avoiding advciilmcs that might lead to calustro 
plies that we wisli to spare our people.

W e want nothing to do with new forms o f dictatorship.
This government w ill endeavor to maintain friendly relations 

with all foreign eounliiei, hut it  w ill not succumb to Use tempta
tion ol joining one or anotlici o f the blocs tb it  have now divided 
the woild between them, as it might vo easily do; it w ill also not 
hesitate to cs|>ouse a noble and just c-jiiic  on the international 
plane, and in Africa 111 particular.

Gentlemen:
III the name of the government of the Congo, in the name ol the 

Congolese people, and also in the certainly that I am speaking foi 
all the members of this parliament. I now addicts mu Relgian 
friends in pailicular. and base this to say to them

In the lu ll three quartets of a century, you hove creulcd an cnor 
moils handiwork in this country; it war not always immune to crit- 
iciuit. certainly; hut now that the outrages perpetrated duiiug the 
elections sue ut an cud, we must recognize that it  constitutes the 
uiulukohle foundation on which we ore going to liuild our nation 
together.

The fits I missionaries, wlio were later joined by lay teachers, 
brought education to every corner of the country under difficult
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condition); without this education what I) happening today would 
not havo been possible.

For three quartet) of a century the colonials, the industrialists, 
the vaiiouj companies have endeavored to develop the country.

We aic soon going tu build the gloat Congolese nation with 
litem.

We w ill need I lie help of Uc'gi.'fis and of all men o f good will 
more than ever; wv will do om utmost to rninrc that the coopera
tion that will begin tomorrow will Ik  ol benefit to all.

The religion* missions will he assured ol being able to continue 
their iipostolatc, thanks to the freedom ol opinion anil the icligious 
freedom that our coustilutiou will guaiautce

The members of the fonner colonial administration have now 
turned their puwen of government over to the Congolese, hut then 
counsel and their experience will remain the sural guarantee nf 
sound government.

I-istly, yon w ill nndcrstaiKl why I wish to conclude my remarks 
with on expression of the overwhelming emotion I fed. 'I lie  mem
bers nf the hist government nf the Congo arc faced with a grave 
task, and they arc well aware of how complex it  Is.

We arc face lo face with an immense country, with cxliauidiuaiy 
potentialities. We have at our side a young, resolute, intelligent 
people capable ol being the equal of ether nations

We arc privileged to he beginning our national life nl the same 
lime as other countries in Africa; tins huge continent is awakening 
and looking toward a belter future.

The Congolese people will fu lfill its destiny lluoiig li unity and 
solidarity.

Gentlemen:
Whether or not tlm  destiny l i  a happy one and one truly worthy 

of our people w-ill depend on each one of us, on our woik each day 
o f our lives.
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I am ptoud 10 sec tl>c Congo. cm homeland, lake its place m the 
ranks o f free peoples.

May I ask you, dent brothcis, on this solemn day on wfluHi Ihc 
Congo is achieving its lolol independence, on which a democratic 
government is taking over, on which justice ii  being established, 011 
whkh each of us will hcuccfoilh enjoy total peiton.il freedom, on 
which the sun has suddenly tome out in this counts)- to dissipate 
the long darkness o f the colonial regime, to raise your voices with 
me:

Long live the independent Congol
Long live the united Congol
Lung live freedom I

O n jiw e 3+ Kdm \utw  nvu elected chief 0/ i t  ate by an osur 
whelming majority and with t in  unanimuiil supfual 0 / t in  l.u 
mnnibitt fs'oUonalHt HloC. The Jlefgmiu dtclano (hat on the whole 
tin y  were satisfied u if/i the m u lti, hut 'ithornbe attacked tha l.u 
mimiha gowinment tha tame awning, the tw n ly fo u r lh . even 
though there were member1 0/ the Couakat in the government

On /tme 39, u treaty 0/ frietidthip wat signed b) the Helgion and 
Congotcie govvrnmcriU, and Patrice J.uuuinibo addteued the Hel 
g lan people ow r the lid  It, radio network.

I f  I address the Helgion jxroplc today 111 the name of the Congo 
lesc nation and the first government fsnuicd In this nation, it is to 
speak 01 one speaks to a friendly people, and to tell those ol you 
who aic listening to me svhot the independent Congo it realty like, 
and Ihm also dispel the anxieties that may have arisen in your 
hearts because of the swift march of event! during the last few 
months For most of yoo. the Congo is j  faraway country, which 
you doubtless w ill have no reason to visit at any time in your life. I 
would like somehow to manage to make you undeittaiul it and lost 
it. For the independent Congo is a new und enthusiastic country, a
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country where everyone hai willingly agreed to work with the per
severance ami the faith that move mountain}. I w ith you were here 
today with me to experience Ih il atmosphere of cxtiaotdinary ideal 
ism that we arc living iu today, to feel our Inlentc fervor, to appre
ciate our unanimous determination to make the Congo a great and 
prosperous country: a country capable of occupying the very im 
poitaut place in Africa and in the world that rightfully belongs to 
it. The colnnlal regime it  now- ended As I am proud to remind yon, 
we fought the dcipnlism and the humiliation it rcpiciented with 
all the strength at our command. Hut our victory war not a defeat 
for Belgium. On the contrary, I am deeply convinced that ntu slrug 
glc icrvcd more than a little  to remind the Belgians themselves 
that, at a people who cherished freedom, it would be necessary for 
Belgium to pul an end to a completely unjustifiable regime if  it 
were to he worthy of ila part.

Belgium li.ii emerged from the Iasi few- m m ilh i we have lived 
through with even more prestige iu the eyes of the world than be
fore, since it bar put an end to a regime that our people could no 
longer tolerate. This i i  a happy ending to a vail enterprise which 
had its noble and generous side, which we here wish to pay tribute 
to. even though we fought with all our might — for that very rea
son— against the many odious features it eventually came to have. 
For even if we were to ny to fmgct what the Belgians accomplished 
on our toil, the airfields and the roads, the bridges and the ports, 
the hospital} and the school} would lie there to remind us, as would 
those men whose king yean of education have imbued them with 
the industriousness so characteristic of the Belgian people, men who 
arc today able to govern their own destinies thanks to this very w ill
ingness to labor long and hard

Though ( do nut hesitate to ipcak in the name of the Congolese 
people of the gratitude my country feels toward youn, 1 also want 
to ask you Belgians not to be suspicious and mistrustful of the Con
golese. I wish you could know hnw rad it makes me to see your com
patriots who live in the Congo frantically repatnaliug their women.
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(lic it children, (heir molt precious possession*. You hose KCll dox- 
cm, liu iu licdt 0# 111 Congolese as we traveled all over Belgium <hit- 
ni({ these lu ll few months — can you liclievc lor an in it t l l t  dial we 
arc savages oul to M|X and pillage? W ith  all die lio iic ily  of a head 
of government, and with all the lioncdy o l a family man and the 
father of several children, I aiiuic you: order w ill lx  maintained in 
the country and we w ill absolutely (■iiaranlec that both persons and 
pOMCmom will lx  tafe from liaim. The Congolese nation has ic 
f in a l In be dom iiu ta l indefinitely h> Belgium, hul the iudepend 
a il Cuiiga eoiiiidcit Belgium to lx  a slrtci nation, tu whom we 
i iv :  “ We need >011. jm t at yon need tl< We Impc that the friend
ship between our two pcoplci. who j ic  now crpiali. w ill lake the 
ecocide hum of fruitful economic. Kicndfic, and cultural ccxipcw- 
lion." And I hereby addicts an urgent appeal to young Belgian 
Icachcn mid Iccliiiiciam who waul to come to the Congo to help 
m loyally in our talk; their devotion aud their idealitin w ill find 
theii jm t icwaid. You young Belgians who .11c litlcmng to me 
there aic v lill many bridge! to build, loads to open, tchooli to con 
itrnct. There aic olio Imndrcdi of tlio iuanili of men. women, ami 
cliihlicn wl»o are wailing for you to help them live a better life, lo 
climb higlici on the ladder of human values Arc you going to turn 
a deal car tu them? I aho call upon investors; I have said to them: 
help m develop the immense hidden icsourccr of our great couii 
Ity, we cannot leave them uncxploitcd. In the imlcpcndenl Congo 
your mines, your building projccls, your factories w ill find theii 
just icwaid fo i the wealth they bring our countiy, for let there lx  
110 m il lake alioul Ihc policy wu are planning In follow we w ill lighl 
agaiusl undeserved piisilcgcs, hut we w ill alto protect those invest- 
menu that genuinely contribute lo increasing our national revenue. 
The Congo luis wauled lo be independent, hut this doer not mean 
that it wantt lo ho isolated from ihc reil of Ihe world. Tn all those 
who ate willing to collaborate loyally wslh it, Ihc Congo extends 
Ihe hand ol friendship And i l  Is my piofound and sincere dcriic, 
as it  is dial of my government aud of Ihe entiic Congolese rxtion,
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Dint Belgium he Die first to take l l i i i  baud held out to her and thui 
ical an indiisolublc jxx t of brotherhood between you and us.

J hero then followed f h i unfoi get table day of Juu* 50, 11/io. with 
i l l  ceremonies celebrating the proclamation of the independence of 
the Republic of the Congo.

J'/ic Palace o f D10 iN'dlron. facing the nv«r with a via tv of lirazia 
vil/« on the other than, war a tnarrel. A huge crowd of diplomats 
dnd journolltts gathered intide the Chamber of Oeputie 1 with the 
mambais of the Congoltio Parliament King Handonm. who had 
arrived the evening before, delivered a rpeech uhnte paternalistic 
tone irritated the nationalists President Kotuvubv, bowerer, gov* a 
diplomatic speech in reply.

Then suddenly Prime M iriirfar I.iuiiumbd toned the microphone 
and uu* introduced hy the president of the Chamber. Mr. Kdinngo. 
c iv il though this hym not on tin  piagrom tlsat l/ia flrlgiun and Con 
gnlese officials had jo in tly decided on.

There hu i about to be a moment of truth. In jit f l a few seconds 
the atmosphere in the palace changed completely. A ll the antkoto 
nialist militants admired then leader's eloquence and courage. D ir 
entire admirmtrativ'e cor^i of pseudo decolonlaiizing 0facials urn 
aghast, fioHuter, at tha cruel truths thrown in the foce of the man- 
arch and the whole world. Prom this moment on. lira racist groups 
were determined to destroy this astonishing firing symbol of African 
revolution.

SPKKCI1 A T  PROCLAM ATION O F  INDKPKNDP.NCK

Congolese men .uni women:
At combatJiila for independence who today are vidonoui, I M 

lute yon in the name of the Congolese ro\ ciiimcnt.
1 aik all my friends, all oi \<cu who hove fought unceasingly al 

our side, |o make this thlitie lh of June. ir,6o, an illusltiout date 
Dial w ill be Indelibly engraved upon yum heart*, a date urhotc
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meaning you w ill teach yum chikhcn wills pride, to that they in 
dun will tell llic ir children anil llic ir children's children (he glori
ous story of om struggle for freedom.

hot tliough this independence uf llic  Congo is today being pio 
claimed in a spirit of accord with Iklghun, a friendly country with 
which we arc dealing as one equal with another, no Congolese wor
ths o f the name can ever forget thnl mc fought to win it (oppfauitf], 
a fight waged each and every day, a passionate and idealistic fight, 
a fight in which there was not one clhnt. not one privation, not one 
suffering, not one chop o f blood that we cvct spared ourtelvct. We 
are piourl uf this si niggle amid lean. file, mid blood, down to nnr 
very heart of heaid. for It wot a noble and just struggle, an indis
pensable tlruggle if we weic In put an end to the humiliating tlav- 
cry that had been forced upon us 

The woundt that arc the evidence of the foie we endured for 
eighty ycais undci a colonialist regime ate still too fresh and pain
ful for ns lo be able to erase them from um memory. Hack bicaking 
work lias been exacted from us, in letmn for wages that did not al
low iiv lo satisfy om hunger, or lo dcecnll) clothe or liou ir our
selves. or tn raise our children as creatures vety deal to us.

We have been the victims of ironic Idlin lf. oi insults, of blows 
that we were forced tn cudiuc morning, noon, and night became 
we weic blacks. W ho can forget llitil a black was addressed in the 
familiar form, not lierausc lie was a friend, certainly, but betaine 
the polite form uf address was to be used only loi whites?

We have had our lands despoiled under the Icims of what was 
supposedly the law of the land hut was only a recognition o f the 
rigid of the strongest.

W e have known that the law wai quite dificrcnt for whiter and 
blacks; it svai must accommodating for the former, and cruel and 
inhuman for the latter.

We have known the atrocious sufferings of those banished lo re
mote regions Isecausc of their political opin ion or religious beliefs; 
exiles in their own country, their (ate was truly worse than death.
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W c have known U n i llierc were magnificent mansions for whiter 
in the cities and ramshackle slmw hovels for blacks, that u black 
was never allowed into Ihc so-called Kuropcan movie ihcaten or 
rc itm irjn li or stores; that a black traveled in the hold of boats be
low the fed of the white in his dc hive cabin 

W ho can forget, final))-, Ihc burst of rifle fire in which so many 
of our brothers perished, the tells into which the authorities threw 
those who no longer were willing to submit to a iu Ic where justice 
meant oppression and exploitation? |Apphsti«.] *

W c have grievously suffered all ih li, my brotlscM.
Bui wc who have been chosen to govern our beloved country by 

the vote of your elected representatives, wc whose bodies and souls 
have suffered from colonialist oppression, loudly proclaim: all this 
is over and done with now.

The Republic o f the Congo has been pioclaimed mid oui coun
try is now in lire hands o f its own children.

W c arc going to begin another struggle together, my biolhers, 
my sisters, a sublime struggle that w ill bring our country |>cjcc. 
prosperity, ami grandeur 

W c arc going to institute social justice together and cnsuic every 
one just remuneration for his labor. [Applause.]

We arc going to show the world what the black man can do 
when lie w-oiks in freedom, and wc ato going to make the Congo 
Ihc focal point for the development of all of Africa.

W c ate going to sec to it that the soil of our country really bent 
fits its children. We arc going to review all the old laws and make 
new ones that w ill be just mid noble.

We arc going to pul an end to the suppression of fsec though I 
and see to it that all citizens enjoy to the fullest all the fundament,)!

* In I lie muncogrr plied m t o| t.nmumbi'i ineech this sentence icudi difler 
f u l l )  "the cells Into which the authoullci lnul illy threw those who hid escaped 
the bullets ol ihr soldlen v*hom ihc coloniiliili hid nude I h c  tool of liven 
domination ” We mint In Inel remind the icedei that lime wnc ihiec diHeicni 
veniooiof thu speech



ftcrdom i laid down 10 the Dcclaialion of the Right* of Mon. |Ap
pfalUtf.]

We aic going to do away with any ami cveiy to il of divctimina 
twn ;iik I give each one the nghtfiil place that hie human dignity, 
hit labor, and hit devotion to the countiy w ill have earned him.

We arc going to hiing peace In the country, not the peace of n 
flc i and bayonet*, but the pexe that come* front men'* liea ift and 
their good will. |A/jy>foi/ie.|

A ikI in older to achieve all ih it, dr.11 conipalrinli, re.it .mured 
that we w ill be ahle to count not only on mu ticmcndnui itrcnglh 
and uur iuuucuie richci. but aim on the a tilila iue  of many foreign 
touuliict, whole collaboration we will .ilwayi a«cpt i l  it  ii iniccrc 
and doc 1 not seek to fo itc  any policy of any io tl whatvucvci on u«. 
[Appfamv.j

In thn regard, fklgium liar finally realized what direction hiito iy 
w.n moving m mid Itav not at tempted in oppotc our independ- 
ence.* She i« icady tn grant 111 lie i aid and her fiie iulih ip, and a 
treaty tn tlm  effect hat ju it been ligncd between our two equal and 
independent coiiii I lie i. I am certain that ih ii coopeution w ill be 
beneficial to belli count net We fm our part, though we ihall con
tinue to be vigilant, w ill ictpect all commitment! ficcly made

T h in  the new Congo, our beloved tcpublir that my government 
i i  going to cicatc. w ill be a uch, free, and proipemui country, with 
regjul to holh it !  dumcitic rcL-ilioiu and i l l  foreign iclatkmi. Out 
in uidci for Ui to reach tlm  goal without delay, I a i l  all of you. 
Congole!e Icgiilaloii and citizcm alike. In aid me with all the 
Itrcnglh at your command.

I mk all of you to forget the trivial quattcli that aic draining our 
llicng lh  and threaten to cam ui the contempt of I hove in other 
C O U IIIllt l.

I aik I lie parliament*!) miuuhty to aid my government by con-

* la  ih c  lairreojnij>hf«l teal, ih n  irnterree ic id i  ’  lle tfium  kenelt K n  t a l l y  
ta t lu rd  » tu l  dueclioa h n lo ry a a i moving ta to d  do longu ilU o ip ltd
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vtwt live opposition ami to stay atiictty within legal ami clcntociaiic 
paths.*

I usk all o f you nut to shrink from making any sacrifice necessary 
lu c mure the moccss of out great under inking.

1 nsk yeti, finally, to respect unconditionally the life and property 
uf \o tir fellow citizens and foreigners who have settled in mir couti 
tiy. If the behavior o f these foreigners leovts something to he clc- 
sued, our justice w ill he swift and they will be expelled from the 
tenitory o f the republic: if, on the otlicr linnd. they conduct them 
selves properly, they must be left in peace, lo t they too w ill be work 
ing for the pinspcrily of nut country.

Hie indcpcndcucc of the Congo icpiescnls a decisive step toward 
the liberation o f the entire Africun Continent. i.Appfause.]!

Your Majesty, Your hxccllcncfcs. Lodlcs and Gentlemen.! my 
dcai compatriots, my black brolbert. my brother* in the ihugglc, 
(hot is what I wauled to say to you in the name of the government 
on this magnificent day o f our complete and sovereign independ 
ence. (A/jp/nuae.)

Our strong, national, popular government w ill Ik  the iislvntiun of 
this country.

1 invite all Congolese citiecns, men, women, and children, to u l  
to work to create a prosperous national economy that w ill be the 
crowning proof o f uui economic independence.

I lonor to those who fought for national ficcdoml 
Long live independence and African unity! $
Lung live the independent and sovereign Congol (I’mfoitgc-d eip 

plauio]

• (n Ike niMiKogisphnJ lest these 11 n unlriKC lieu Ihtl war not included m 
the iperch l.ununnba delivered: "I t i l  oil n( you not to nik fer inordinate ruses 
in ufti) before 1 hive )ud ihc time la wuil oul die oscisll pis* wheicby I «UI 
be able to enure that the mtion *dl prosper"

I 71m sentence w»i added by Mr. Lumuoiba wlien lie delivered hh speech, 
it does not appear hi the nnmei^uplird icvi of die ineceh 

I These molds do not appear in the in imccif replied led 
$ Tire H’Ojdi "Lonf Inc independence and Afncan unit)'' do not appear isr 

the mimeographed lest.
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Following f/iia speech, the document declaring I he Conga indt 
pendent mci signed by M i. F.ythem and M r JLiimnmbd, the prime 
n iin iilo ri 0/ the tun countries, and than by .VJr. W igny end Mr. 
Uoin/jofco, the mini if  en nf foreign affaire 0 / HeJginni and of the 
Congo.

JOINT DHCUHATION O l' I NK CONGOIKSK 
AND M'LCIAN (30VKKNMKNTS

The Congo Ih ii Aijr lis t attained in  independence unci inlcrno 
lio iu l sovereignly, in fu ll accord ami Incndihip with Belgium.

Leopoldville, (line jo, i960

The Pirnie M inuter ol Belgium, 
C. Ey iw n *

‘Die M inuler ol Foreign Affairs 
nf Belgium.
I>. W icky

‘ I he Punic Minister ol llic  Congu, 
P. I.IIMUMVA 

I lie M m iile i ol Foreign Affoiii 
nf Ihe Congo,

J. fin m noun

J.tnnunibc fn'iiud/ mu w> pined c l Ihe reaction Jo hi* speech. 
King fldudouin wdf Jiiiniiffclcri. cud wanted to leave Leopoldville, 
hut ftoniboJLo mcii.iged to patch fhingi up 6y rafting jho prune min 
liter to "explain h it Ihough Is more clearly"  at the iuiic/icnir that 
v c i chon I to he gin, with a ll the dignilanai in oHaNderree.

Lumumba than dehvered Ilia following "compensatory" speech.

Al Him moment when ihe Congo li  attaining i l l  independence. 
Ihe entire government would like lo icndci solemn tribute lo (he 
king of Ihe Belgians and to the noble |xoplc whom he represents 
fur Ihe wnik lhat hai been done hem In the last tliicc ijuailcis of a 
cent my. For J would 1101 like lliought lo be mlsmtcipielcd. 
|Apph>tiM.)

finth f lu  Majesty Ihe King and Ihe Chief of Slate will bow
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thcii heads in respect before llic tombs of (lie pioneers and the 
statue of Leopold 11, the fiu t sovereign of the independent stale of 
the Congo. |Applause ' Since their lime. a city h * i been built which 
we ore proud of, which tlie distinguished members of loicign dele 
gallons hove admired, and which is only o ik  aspect of the modern 
Congo.

We owe these magnificent achievements, which today aie the 
pride of the independent Congo and its government, to the He! 
giant. (App/mr**.)

Belgium recognized the independence of this Congo without dc 
lay and without restriction, a complete and total i tide pend e nee.

We hope that this realistic policy, which brings Iwnor to Bel 
gium tlnongliout the woild today, w ill lead to a lasting and fruit 
f ill collaboration between two independent, sovereign, nnd equal 
peoples who arc nonetheless linked by Isootls of friendship.

1 raise my glass to drink the health of the King of the Belgians. 
\Af>plaiu«.\

liOng live King Bandonin, long live Belgium, long live the inde 
pendent Congo





The tvltoordmary tnlhuruitni /ell hy everyone <il the in d tfn d - 
enc* celebration did not Idii tong On /lily  5 <1 frightful tragedy be 
gen in the Congo, m l d im  of the Force I'ubti^ne inullmrd. These 
t too p i hod been the vie linn of the revere recinn of their white of- 
freer s end of the dictatorial behavior of Central Janssent. who had 
none flute u  Ixen allowed to keep h ii command

The rioting fiu f biokc out m the Loivei Congo, end toon spread 
to reveral provincial centere.

At y.jn  a.M. on July 6, Lonicirtifw delivered the following speech 
to the troopi el Camp Leopold II. with Central fanttem preterit:

A\ piunc minister nnd minister of national defense. I liavc come 
here lo giect you in I lie mme o l llic g o ttn im tn l I alio waul lo 
thunk |icrvoually the Foicc I’uhliqm-, which n now m il national 
army, lor live way in which il lic i mainlJiiicd order during tlicic 
recent months. \V« waul our army lo be a fine army, comparable 
to thotc o l o llie i ui(lc|icnilcul nalinns. The first government of llic 
Hc|Miblic of the Congo list a great desire: lo assure you that the 
country trusts you anil lo Ining about a noticeable improvement In 
your living conditions. New army regulations arc going to be drawn 
up. hut meanwhile I have a piece of good news lo announce to you: 
all privates and noncommissioned officers aic to lx  promoted, j i  o l 
|uly 1. i960, to the next highest tank, except lor icciulls in training 
ccntcis; that is lo say. a private second clan w ill now he a private 
first class, a private first dais w ill now be a corporal, a corporal w ill 
now be a scigeanl, a stigeant w ill be a first tcigcaut. a f in l sergeant 
w ill lx  a sergeant-majoi. and a first sergeant-major w ill be a war
rant officer. Further promotions will lie made on the basis of mciil.
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■I lie new reform planned (or the army w ill remove all irjccs o( ra
cial discrimination in the military.

I must particularly sticu the (te l that discipline must be main
tained in Iho military. Such discipline iv necessity it we want our 
republic to have a fine army that will be the pride of the nation I 
icmiml you that your officers, jour w jir ju l officcis, and jour non 
commissioned officers ate llu  representatives of the government 
among you, ami they have sworn to serve our country loyally. O f
ficers. warrant officers, noncommissioned officers, and privjtes, I am 
confident that you will lead this country to a better future.

The to U kn  were not talafied. Aouesy;, mid octi of rebellion be 
a  me even more widespread. Lumumba defity/cd a radio addreu to 
t l  e populace.

I have un important message to dclivo to the populace Tire 
Council of Ministers lias examined the setious situation that lias 
arisen within the army as of last evening The council has m pat lie- 
ulai examined the dirccl causes of the Irouhlr, and after dclihcia 
linn hat taken the following mtasuics In confionl them: ( i )  Plans 
arc lsemg made to promote Congolese in the military so that they 
may eventually lake command of the national army. Apart from 
these measures, a special commission hat Ixcrs tel up to examine 
the future status of anny officers, (a) Measures will be taken against 
the European officcis and warrant officers who arc responsible for 
the agitation among the Congolese military. We met this mnmmg 
with Mr. van den Bosch, the head of the Belgian diplomatic mis
sion. ami I informed him of the situation ami of the measures 
taken, ( j )  The members of the military who have been ancstcsl 
and are now in prison cells w ill he freed immediately. (4) 'Hie min
ister o f justice, Mr. jusliu Mwamba, and Ms. Kamilatu ami Mr. 
Dionti, the president and v.ce-pictideut. respectively, o f the Provin
cial Government of Leopoldville, and I aie going to Thysville today 
to contact the member? of the military who have rebelled. We plan
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lo K lu in  dm afternoon 't he Council of M tn iite ii lias alio cum  
ined (lie political, economic, and social situation of the country. 
'Hie government's objective ii lo linn ovci command polls in all 
jeetnis of (lie adminiitralion, the aimy, .iml the |>ohcc to Congolese. 
Hits is the only way \vc will he able In |M»vc that the Congo Is 

rcalls independent, Thoroughgoing icfn im i aic planned in all see- 
Ion My government w ill make cvcty possible effort to k« that oui 
countiy has a diflcicnt face in a few months, a few weeks.

TJlii menage hoi repeated owe the radio in the variout lan
guages coriwwnly spoken in the Conge.

On July 7 the European populace was thrown info 0 panic when 
if  learned that a number of families in the I a, wet Congo had heert 
the lic tinn  of violence. Blacks and whifai spent that night in mor
tal feat of each other, for the blacki were expecting Belgian para 
troopers to land, and the whites believed that Russian planes were 
lauding on the airfield at N 'D jili.

The period of imaginary ploti thus began, and toon became a 
nightmare for the actors in the drama Lumumba executed the Bel 
gian office't of tdbotdging the republic and frying to murder him; 
file liofere, for their pail, would have gladly rubbed out the prime 
m iiiiile ; and driven General fanssent ouf of the country. These 
troops were againti both whiles and "politician*." The authorities 
were overwhelmed by th it unexpected anarchy l.umumba and Kata 
Vtlhu and a few courageous ministers rushed from one end of the 
country to the other, trying to calm tha Isnopi and reassure file 
people On July 11 they went to f.ufinshourg. for the entire Kuto 
peon population was being pul to flight by haudi of rebel saldiert 
Lumumba then began negotiations with the Belgian consul in Kd 
tai, M. Swinnen. for he wanted the Belgians to remain in the city.
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Republic ul I lie Congo 
Office ul I lie Prime Minuter 
Hour Me. Com ul-Cenciil:

Pursuant to the meeting you hod with u i at the Luhuhourg air- 
poil (today], Monday, July a i, i960, I have the honor o( informing 
you llml I approve of your proposal aimed .it pcim illing (he Hcl 
giaii lioopi from Belgium now engaged in active operation* ill 1.11 
lotbourg to lemam in I lie city under the following conditions, 
which I strongly insist upon:

I. The vole minion ol the troops from Belgium will be to aid 
the Congolese National Anny to maintain order and cnsuic the 
safety uf pertont and property in the province of Kasai.

a. Any new request for troops must have our prior appiovjl.
J. The lletgrin troops will not act on llic ir own initiative; they 

will obey orders from the total commandant of the national army, 
who is icipnniihlc to my government.

4. The action of the Belgian troops w ill end immediately on 
receipt of orders lo that effect horn the government of (ho llcpub 
lie of the Congo.

(’lease lie assured, Mr. Consul-General, of my highest icgard.
Luluabmug, July 11, i960

The Prime Minister and Minister of 
National Defense 
P L u m u m b a

To l l i i  Mount the Consul-General of Belgium In Luluabouig

Dear Mr. Prime Minis ter:
I have the honor oi acknowledging receipt of your letter in
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which you agree Ihol Belgian troops may remain in Kassi providing 
ccrlain condilions aic mcl.

( am examining lltc taller mid will Id  you know my opinion 
on Ihc subject when you go to Hie aiipoil

Please lie a im ed. M i. Thine M in itlcr, of my highcil regard.
M . S w iu n r s

Consul Ccncial ol Belgium 
To H it  Excellency Ihc Prime M in itlc r of H it Republic of ihc Congo

Republic of Ihc Congo 
Office ul Ihc Piimc M lu lftc i 
l.uluahourg. July 11, i960

Dear M r. Consul-General:
I have the honor nf acknowledging receipt o f youi Id lc i ol l l i i i  

dale
I ugicc in principle that ihc Belgian hoops fimu Belgium al 

prcicnl on active npcrahonv in Luluaboucg may icmain in Ihc piov 
incc nf Kasai for al leuil Iwo unuilhi under the conditions yon have 
requested.

'I h it agreement m int be cunfimicd in writing, however. a« toon 
as you have notified me of Hie acceptance by yonr government of 
Ihc condition! I laid down in Ihc letter I sent yon ar of tlt it date.

I cunfmti my govcrmnenl’v willingness to ensure, by every 
means u( its disposal, the safely and the protection of our Uclgian 
friends, with whom w-c wish to live in peace.

In the name of the government of nur republic, I deploic Ihc 
inadmisiiblc acts that certain memlKta of ihc military have allowed 
ihcmsclvcs lo commit against Europeans living in this province.

Our minuter of justice. Mr. Mwainha, has given the royal pios- 
ecutor strict instnKtioni to begin legal proceedings against all guilty 
parlies immediately.

I wish to express my sincere sympathies fo i all your fellow ( il i
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rein, and beg you to accept, Mr. Consul Ceneul, the assurance of 
my liig lic jl regard.

Patrick Lumumba

Prime Minister and Minister of National 
Defense of the Republic of the Congo 

I ’o His Honor the Consul Gcneial of Belgium in Luluabourg

Luluabourg, |uly n ,  i960
Dear Mr. Prime Minister.

Punuant to my letler of this dale in which 1 acknowledged re 
ceipt of your missive of July 11, I haw Ihc honor o f infonning you 
lhal 1 accept the conditions laid down with teipccl to the presence 
o f Belgian troops in Kasai, this acceptance being contingent, how 
ever, on (1) subsequent approval by my government, which err 
cinnslances have prevented me from consulting, and < a) the modi 
ficalion of paragraph 4 to read as follows:

■i In older to restore people's peace of mind, Belgian troops 
will icmain in Ihc piovincc of Kasai for at lean two months. R<1 
gium rcscivcs the right, however, In withdraw these Iroops lieloic 
this period expires if such a step is deemed advisable.

Please bo ossuietl. Mr. Prime Minister, of my highest regard.
M . SwiNNKN

Consul General of Bclgiuiu 
To H i) Kxcellcncy Mr. Tatricc l.innnmlia, Prime Minislcr of Ihc 
Republic of ihc Congo

This Mine day Lumumba d ilivm d  another nrcSMge about tb« 
etfiMfron.
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SPEECH I O THE CONCOLKSE PEOPLE
An inquiry intu il»c causes of Ih tk  incidents has bccu Ixgun. 

'H um  far there >1 season lo believe that they item from two princi
pal c.nur> Eiist, I he systematic refusal of the Io iiik i commander 
in-chief of the Force Pufalii|ue. Central Janssens. to give command 
poitv to Congolese soldicis We have found it liasd to make Gen- 
cral Janssens understand that t lx  independence of the Congo would 
not be tola) if A fiiun ira tion  was not thoroughgoing, lioth in t i l t  
administnslinn and in the army. Onr conitrnetivc pio|>osal« have 
bccu consistently disicgaidcd. The vciy same soil of negative atli- 
tilde on the |Wit ol the General Executive College war what kd 
me to submit mv resignation fiom that body. I have always pio 
tested against the adminislralion’s lack of understanding, which led 
it to attempt to give the Congo its independence w itliout miking 
llic  slightest change in the old colonialist structure.

The second came is the fact that certain minority members of 
Parliament have directly intervened in army affairs. A parliamentary 
commission of inquiry, headed by Mr. Karon go. the president of the 
Chambci, is looking into this matter. The Congolese government 
cannot allow the country- to live in a climate of continual unrest be
cause of the acliom of certain parlitr. We have demanded indc 
pcndcnce so that peace and order may reign in the Conge We 
want to Imild our country, net tear it lo pieces. The first duly of 
the government is to ensure order ami tranquillity, so as to allow 
ourcounliy to begin lo piospct economically. The Congolese who 
visit Detgium or settle there aic well treated, and it i t  inconceivable 
that llclgians who live in the Congo should not lie similarly well 
heated We have asked for out independence m order to govern our 
country ouitclvcs. We need the cooperation of Europeans in order 
to do so. Wo cannot tolerate their being the object o f violence and 
harassment. Hut we wish to build our country ourselves and turn
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o u t positions ol Icadcnliip in the army and the udinmntration to 
African.

The prime minuter then read the li lt  of recent army promotion! 
Ji'd command assignment* in Leopoldville, Matjdi, M a ind i, Thyi- 
villc. Honia, and Hatune.]

•Similar promolioni and assignments Mill lake place in all army 
eadtei and nil province* ol ilie  Congo. 'I l i i r  it the only way ul 
proving to the MOrkl that our Independence is total. In the dayi to 
come, we will continue our action ainred at changing the lace ol 
«ni count i \  We atk employees ol Ihc Congolese govern me lit  lo 
trim  111 as we hurt them.

The Congolese government w ill not tolerate the rending of ltd- 
g im  troops to the Congo without one consent. Moreover, the I loops 
already lic it CMimot intervene without our conscnl and can act airily 
w illi ihc approval of the Congolese govvnuncul We have just 
learned that ihc Belgian government has sent lioops to Ihc tango 
and that they have intervened. Belgium lx  an j  grave loponsilsility. 
We iliougly protcil Ihi* measure which cudaugciv (lie goixl rcla 
tionv between the two countrtev We call upon all Congolese lo dc 
fend oui icpuhlic againtt those who arc attempting to tlucaien it.

On the awning of July 11. i960, an event occurred which wui lo 
have a decisive influence on the fo ilnnr.r of the Republic of th t 
Congo Moire Trhonihe announced Ihe recession of Katan$j <md 
proclaimed it  an independent republic l ie  immediately recruited 
llelgian officer* to bead his Ironpi and h it police force, and H e r be 
wet to hire from Algeria mercenariet ami ptrratroopers who were 
experienced torturers.

l ie  used independence as a means of lighting f.nmiirnto, cuffing 
him "the iniligdfo; of our troubles' and denouncing him at an 
agent o f international communism

A crucial incident next occurred, which was to lead Katavubu 
and Lumumba lo break off relations with Belgium and cancel the 
agreements concluded the day before in Lvluaboutg. On July ra.
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the ( hief of state and the prime minister flaw to ElUdbethvUle, but 
Katangeia tniniiteu and Belgian offten forbade them to land in the 
Katangeie capital. Mnnongo and Kat-.ivubu linn  had a dramatic 
confrontation From thu moment on the chief of date wvn to ha 
the stubborn enemy of the Belgians. for he rightly concluded that 
ha had been betrayed. On July i j  diplomatic relations M ia  r trend .

The chief of elate and the prime minuter continued their tout of 
the country. They returned front Kindu on July i f  T tea day before, 
they had haaid on rhe rudio that the occupation of N 'D /ill by Bel
gian paratroopers bud caused "the death of mote than a thoutand 
(.'nngo/aie," and they had culled on (he USSR for ant

the Chamber met on fitly i f  and l.umumha made a tong report 
to it, followed by debtile.

RKPORT TO  ' l l  IB CHAMBKR ON T IIK  SITUATION 
IN TH B RKPUBLIC

M i. President, d u i deputies. I am very happy to be here with you 
today to report to you on the situation that hot developed 

I asked the president to give me the floor immediately Isccauvc I 
have just icceivcd messages from inv offkc mlormlng me that the 
situation li liccoming worse; I muit go hark tlicie immediately lo 
examine it.

I will read yon the nolc I have just received: “ Mr. Pi Into Minn 
ter, the situation n more actions than you think; If yon aren't here 
in llncc minuter we ll all be dead.” This morning 1 received a nolc 
from Mr. I.uycyc. I he executive secieluiy of the chief of state, which 
reads: " I have jm l now been informed that Belgian poiatronpcrs 
have appichcndcd a number ol unarmed Congolese military police 
in a jeep on the boulevard Albert lei and locked them up in the 
Jules van I jneker Company on I lie avenue Ccrckel”

Another note mfotmi use: 'T ltc  Belgian troops have fired on ci 
vilians In fionl ol tho (to ld  Mcmlmg. there arc apparently two 
dead " 'llia l, my dear friends, it why I said wx arc lacing • serious
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situation I am very happy and very gratified at the si net control 
you air cxcicising ovei ll>c government, because were this not the 
case, i l  would not commit errors at I his point only but would con
tinue to do so 'Mic government represents the nation. Two or three 
days after the government came intu power, just as we were in the 
process of diawing up oui govcnnncntjl declatalioii. asking the nd- 
vice of this or that member of Parliament because we want a na
tional polky that w ill iiuc l with everyone's uppruval, seiiotu trouble 
broke out.

Twn days after the proclamation of independence, 1 invited Gen
eral Janssens to my office and told him "In  the name ul the gov
ernment, refnims must immediately lx  instituted in the national 
tinny.*' Dclcgalium of members of the military have come to me, 
and uthen have written me in tins regard. They have demanded re 
furnu. The general refused to accept my proposals Among otlici 
things, I asked him to promote each soldier to the next highest 
rank; those who arc first sergeant-majors, for instance, would mito 
mutually become wairanl officcts, and so on. Wo have already set 
up four cainnmsimis that w ill draw up new regulation* for the ii.i 
tional uriny, with the aid of the Chamber. As for odmiriillMf/vv 
structures. I wonder first of all i f  we ate going to keep the present 
administrative boundaries or divisions, since il was decided at the 
meetings uf the lUinnd 'I able that after jun r 30, i960, the provin
cial governments, by agreement with the central government, may 
proceed tu set up new administrative boundaries. Wo had also 
planned to change the regulations concerning the status of govern 
men! employed. At cording to the program of our government, only 
Congolese nationals or persons who have acquired Congolese citi
zenship would lie guttled this statu*. It is inconceivable that Bel
gian and Congolese government employees should enjoy the same 
status after the independence of the Conga, when even in Belgium 
only Belgians 0111 he granted the status o f slate employers; their 
constitution is explicit uu tins puiul. W e w ill da the same in the 
Congo, for a Congolese may have ten diplomat and still never be
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glinted tlic status of an employe of the Belgian government. The) 
lia\c (lie audacity to demand guarantees in our countryl This i t  in 
conceivable.

We wcic in (lie process Of examining i l l  llic ic pioblcms with the 
intention of submitting out suggestions In the Chambers when the 
trouble* broke Out. Why did the soldicis unit my? Ccreral Jautient 
told them that even H rough the Congo was independent, there 
would be nn change in the army. I here were aho others who fur- 
Jssed them. It was after this harassment that trouble broke out at 
Camp Ixopnld.

The president of the Chamber of Deputies, the president nf the 
Senate, the chief of slate, and I have huvclcd throughunt the conn 
try to examine the situation firsthand. We had to hasten all over 
the counliy The chief nf slate unci I Icfl to study the situation in 
Thswillc and then the even more crucial one in Maladi. If we had 
not gone to these placet, nsy dear hrothcn, I assure you that we 
would now I k  living through c\cu more crucial hours than wr -ire. 
We also went to Bananc, where the situation w-.is no levs s c i k i u * .  

uud In Moanda and Homa. W e turned command of the army over 
to Congolese ami appointed Belgian ulficcis whom they tiust a« ad 
vises* who w ill icmain at I lic it side We have taken all necessaiy 
mcjsiucs.

‘Ilie  minister of justice, who went along with us during mu in 
vestigations, gave mil the follosving communique “ The minuter of 
justice of the Republic of I lit Congo, Mr. Mwamba, whu armed 111 
Motkidi today, accompanying the chief of state and the pnmc nun 
istcr, informs the public lhal legal proceedings hive been mititutcd 
against Congolese military personnel or civilians who allegedly com 
nulled irh ilm y  aisd inadmissible acts against Europeans in the 
Lower Congo, ’ lire  public prosecutor's offices in Motadi and Roma 
will diligently pnisuc then Investigations. In Ihe name of justice, 
the Congolese government cannot tolerate such attacks on human 
dignity and the rights ol the individual. The govemmciil is deter- 
mined In guiianlcc the personal safety both of n itiona li and of



foreigner*. and 1o severely punish all those who attempt to disturb 
public aider and the tranquillity ol i l l  citizens."

We drew up tlm  communique with the approval of the chief of 
Hale ami the government m order to prove that i t  is justice lh.it 
counts for us, and that if  Congolese civilians or military pciionncl 
have really irltarkod whites, they must he puuirhcd.

We Mumnnned a magistrate whom the minister o l justice inked 
lo open an inquiry. for the evidence that the disoidrr treated was 
n carefully staged coup, planned in advance, had been concealed. 
And what did he reply? " I  am unable to conduct ju  inquuy. Tire 
fact is that we do not haw control of the |udiciary anywhere iit the 
count ly.”

When we relumed, we were informed of disturbances on every 
hand, 'lire  chief of slate and I went to l.rihuhoutg, wlicic ammiiiii 
lion had been distributed to all the I'.uiopCJUt. W e called meetings 
with our military officers and the Belgian officers saving with mir 
army A number of (he latter were abandoning their |XMtr. This it 
systematically organized sabotage. At the Central School m l.ulua 
Irourg. as in all the camps and companies, we tiiinctl corniSMiiil 
over to Congolese military, |rcrsonncl exclusively; the colonel was 
made .1 military adviver at the demand of the Congolese voldicii 
Army officers who are undesirable, and (hcrefoic rejected by the sol 
elicit, w ill have lo leave.

We thus remedial lire situation in l-ulualxiurg by tinning com 
maud over to live Congolese officer!. In appointing these five we 
fallowed Die consensus nf all the military personnel, and they w<eiu 
■atiified. We askod members of the 1'ioviiKial Covcrumcnl lo sub 
•nit pinpmah immediately so that the lame incatiiict may lie taken 
without delay in the adminiitiation as well. You aic not unaware 
that m the Congo Hie entire administration is really in the bauds 
nf Belgian affinals. T li ir  situation cannot continue. Thtoughout the 
territorial admimsliation the heads of dc|Mitmcnts must lie Congo 
leic, and the Ktiropcans who slay on with us must be technical ad- 
visen. This is no lime to lease political power in the hands of Bel
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gian official*, at it  Ihe cate today, fifteen days after attaining our 
independence. We await suggestions.

We met with (lalnba delegates in l.nluabourg who had come to 
ask m to create a special province fc them They cxptcucd elicit 
discontent with the biased behavior of certain members o f the gov 
eminent of Kasai, they wcic of the opinion that pailittoning the 
province wat the sole icmcdv, (hr only way to letlorc peace in Kb- 
iai. in  Ihe name of the government. I pmjmvcd that they accept 
the tolnlion that had been arrived at for llic lower Congo, where 
people alto wanted two provinces. We asked them to accept lliia re- 
lulion. even i f  only temporarily, ami wail for 0 final tolnlion later. 
Along tbtsc same lines, I suggested, with I lie approval o f Ihe chief 
of slate, that Mr. Ngalub heroine viec picsidcnt of fhc Provincial 
Ciivcrnmcnt, as Mr. Dioinl has done in the province of Leopold 
vilie. These machinations betraying internal dissension flic a dis
grace to us. We must gel along with each other, we must prove to 
the Knrupcani that the Cungolesc me capable of getting nloug lo 
gcllicr and making peace and order the rule among the tribes.

1 have alto proposed that the names nl candidates in Haluba let 
1 story be submitted to sue so that they may immediately he ap 
pointed administratois in (heir native territories. Thus the Luliat. 
instead of l>cing governed by ceilam officials who (scat them badly, 
w ill be governed by mcmlsen of theii own tribes, who know what 
llsey arc like Another proposal I made was dial names of candi- 
dales for diplomatic posts or posts in the ccuti.il administration be 
submitted to me, for we arc anxious to have all ethnic groups pat 
lic ip jtc  in governing the country. Aud where the Kutopcan has 
faded, we will try to touch people's hcaiH so that a solution may 
eventually be found. The possible cication ol another province, 
moreover, is a niatlci that Parliament must decide I would like the 
llahihas to make coneicte proposals icgarding (lie houndaiiei of 
their new province. Commissions will be set up to examine these 
proposals.

We scnl for a military plane. Major Nkokolo, the commandant
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of Camp Uopold II. mid u delegation ol six membus o f the mill 
tary were aboard. I asked this dcUgation lo go to Katanga lo tell 
their comrades about the very impoitaut icfc im i dial the Cenlial 
Government was planning for the army, to iufoini llicui that we 
would lie arriving in Kalauga rltcrlly, and to pcituadc them of the 
necessity of restoring order throughout the country hi order lo show 
foieigtien, to show the Kuropcant, that we arc capable ol limning 
our country'! affam. When the plane arrived in Hlnabcthsille and 
was just about lo land, i l  received orders from the Belgian hoops 
not to do so; Katanga had declared its independence.

If the plane landed dcipitc this, the order went on. the passengers 
a boa id would he taken prisoner.

The Belgian officers aboard the plane radioed their compahiois: 
"Listen, we're running oul of giis; we want lo  land and Till the 
tanks" The plane was given permission to land. Immediately after 
it touched down, Belgian soldicis came up. turns in hand, lo tell the 
delegation not to gel off the plane: ‘ I he only icaion we came hcic 
was to contact our Congolese friends in the military.'' the delegates 
told them. "Very important iteps base put been taken in Leopold
ville. 'Use chief of slate and the piimc minister are on thcii way 
here and we want order restored. We came became they won't lis 
ten to whiles; we mull talk lo them or biolhcis. II you won'l let us 
do that, at least let us gel a phone call through to the president of 
the Provincial Government.’*

"No, you can’t do lhal," the Belgians icplied "Gc back innnedi 
alcly, otherwise you'll he taken prisoner. II the chief o f slate and 
the prime minirlcr come, they'll Ire taken piiiouer too. became Kfl 
langa has declared its independence."

'I lie delegation returned to Liilnabomg ami told us all about l l i i i  
ineidcnl. I immediately summoned the official in charge of the SiV 
■etc and ordered him to make an official report. This report h id  to 
he made by lln i official, who is Belgian, so lhal the truth of i l  could 
not be questioned later.

Here is what the report slates:
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On this dale, July i l ,  1960, we, W eed (?). Charles, assistant 
administrator of the SClirtL mi milrudtor.i (torn Fume Minuter 
Lumumba of tlie Republic of the Coup), look down the statements 
of the follow mg perioni: Nkokolo. Juitin. commandant of Cam|i 
Leopold 11 in Leopoldville, who dictated "Y tr ttr f iy , Monday, 
July is , i960, I flew lo Khsabcthvillc in n military aitcrafl piloted 
hjf thicc Pcl|ian offtccn 10 at lu ustoic oidci there, ptinvaul lo In 
tlinchons In that effect horn 11m prime minuter. M i Lumumba 
The plane altempted lo land at Kfivabclhxilk aitpoil at about 
11:05 a m. I lie explain of the plane svai advised hy tadio that no 
peisom coming horn Leopoldville could land at Klnabethvillc. At 
1 lie miutcnce of the taller, the anciafl wja nondliclcii ollowed lo 
land When I got off the- plane 1 noticed that the entire airport wai 
tmiounded by Delgian luidiciv. Scvc1.1l uf these soldiers came cs-et 
to in, anni in hand. I asked to go <0 the nuliUiy camp, hot wai not 
allowed lo do to They told me that all Congoktc military peuon- 
n tl m ic  being gnatried by liclgian ticops I then aikcd lo talk to 
the preiidcnt ol the I’lovntcul Coscinmcnt of Katanga. Mi. 
Tihomhe: I wav not allowed to do Ihu other, and war lold that 
if 1 went to ace Mr. Tiliombe 1 would be taken paiioner. I wav 
informed that Mr. Tiliombe wav in conference and wav about lo 
declare the independence uf Katanga.

At toon m independence wav officially declared, the Khodcimt 
lioopv at the boidci would cntci Kalangevc tcmtoiy. I wav infomied 
that the new* that the picsidenl of the icpublic and i l l  piimc uiln 
liter were planning to come to Lhvabcthvillc wai already lituwn, 
and that they would he taken prisoner if they came. Tlie captain of 
the plane telephoned fiom the airport lo tty to gel M l. Tthombe 
to receive the delegation that I was heading, hut we were not 
alkiweel to see him eitlici. I wav told lo lease Katanga immediately 
il I didn't want to be taken prisoner.”  (The statement wai signed.|

Mr. Harlot (?). Claude, captain of the plane on July 15 |sac], 
declarer I wai Ihc pilot of the DOB proceeding from Luluilxjutg 
lu Fhmbcthvillc on the fifteenth. I lied a delegation of military per
sonnel from Camp l^copold headed by Mr Nkokolo, the com
mandant of Camp Leopold II, abond. Since my radio wav not 
woiking piopcily, I wai not able lo contact the town at Kluabclli- 
vlllc until I wai over (hr held. The towel told me that there wat 
every likelihood that plancv with delcgationi coming from Leopold
ville would be forbidden to land i t  any aufeld in Katanga. I then
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aniwcrcd I lie control lower uik) said that I was running tliorl of gar 
and tlu l ii would lie iinpomblc for nK lo rcjcfi on airfield outside 
of Katanga. I war then given pciniisston In land lo Till (be lank). 
Once on (lie ground, I went to (he control lower lo contact Ibe 
incmbcit of tbc Provincial Government hy telephone. The eonliol 
lower bid jmi Hint nromtnl received a Iclcgimn liuin the Provin
cial Government of Katanga ordering il to forbid our plane to land, 
and specifically Hating that if we did land we were to lie taken 
prisoner. I told the people in the towci that Hie delegation would 
remain 111 tide the plane and that I would take off again os soon at 
the tatikt had been filled In vkw nf this decision hy the I’mviiieial 
Government. I thought it best to lake ufl again immediately aflci 
having filled the tanki in order to avoid any ineidcnii. 'Use auficld 
was being guarded hy troops from Belgium. Ii it  true that wlscn I 
left the plane several armed soldiers came over to it."

The assistant adiiiinulralor of the Svittld and all Ihr others sir 
witnesses.

Aftci having received these reports, J decided lhai it was jinn- 
lulcly necessary for m In go in K.liv.ihelhville immediately, lice ante 
lire chief uf Hate had publicly nvoro, before this Clumber and be
fore the entire nntiun, la piotcct and safeguard the integrity of the 
territory o f the nation, mid if lie did not lake steps, the nation 
would hold him ccrpumiblc; this is alsu the duty of the government, 
i t  might mean uut death, bul if  so we would die; as leadeis icspon- 
sihlc for the nation we had to go lo Katanga.

We flew to Kamina withuut nidifying anyone beforehand; as we 
got Off the plane, all the Belgian militate personnel present and 
many Kutopc.)n civilians who were at the airfield repeatedly called 
lit "apes." They hurled unbelievable insulls j l  us. Colonel vail 
l.ierdc (7 ). the commandant uf the base, arrived, and I said to him 
"Sir, we arc in a sovereign country: I am accompanying live chief of 
state, who in your country is called the king. 11 is unthinkable that 
your officers am) all these people here who arc cn|oying the Itospl 
Ifllity of our (Ouiiliy should permit themselves lo insult our clircf nf 
state in such a shameful manner."

Die commandant replied: "You ihould have notified us that you
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were coming instwd of ju tt suddenly aim ing at Kamina Base nut 
of nowhere." whereupon lie look us to (lie cnlcancc of the airfield 
where t lie ic  liu iO |X J iu  weic standing We wcnl into a lilllc  office 
and lie aikcd us not lo Usivc llic oilfield. I .uked why, and lie replied 
that tlieic Wis great Icnsiun in the city. We had gone llie ic for Ihe 
ctptcss |iui|>oK- of relieving lh.il tension.

We then began lo ask questions: " Ik i  you know llm l our govern 
snent lifts signed a t ii. i lv  with Belgium. under the terms of which 
Belgian Hoops, holh tllOSc from the two fuses in Ihe Congo mid 
those fiom Belgium. can ad  only al the specific request of 0111 gov
........... I f "  l ie  aiMweicd: 'I have been infuimed of it. Iml not offi
dally." "How long have you known that such a decision had been 
made?'* we asked. About a week. "W ho  iiutlioiizcd you to semi 
Hoops to I.uhiabourg?" That was a m iliia iy secict lie  finally lohl 
111: " I f  you need infoimation. you must consult the Belgian govern - 
m a il ami my commanding officer, Ccucial Glicyscn, commando 
m-chicf of Ihe McliO|>ohlan I ’oiccs." We were .inxious lo have an 
official record o f wlial had transpired We Ihcrcfoic made nn oral 
re poll and the m in itk i ol juslire drew up the following document

On July 1 a. 1960, we live untlrnigned, Mwamlu. KCiny, inmhlci 
of imticc ol the Republic n( ili< Congo, finding ouuclvrt <m Ihn 
d ile  at Kamilla Have, whence we had accompanied the chief ol 
Hair, Mr. |oicph Kasaviihn. and the pmne minister and mtniilvi 
ol national defense. Mi. Patrice l.umiimlia. were witncii in the fol
lowing cscnli: Kiocecdillg (mm t.uluabourg In Miialiclhsillr, we 
landed at Kamina Rase i t  Ihe i«|ik iI of the chief o l tlale and the 
prime mimslei, lor she purpose of contacting Ihe military million 
lies ol Ihe lute. As we got nil the plane al 5:43 r  si. local lime, lh< 
chief of Hale, Hie prune mmitlri, and then enlounifc were gicclcil 
liy people insultingly shouting "Apci. apes!"

These in itilli wcic l iu r ltd  by Belgian m ililiiy  pcrionncl from the 
Iijic  ami a ginup of Kuiopean cmliain 111 llscu nndtl. The uiiu lli 
were repealed thice limes, in the pieicncc ol Ihe cunmundant of 
the liaic. Colonel van Ltcick (?) The pmne miniitei and inmiilcr 
ol national defense called the gravy insults which Ihe chief of Hale 
and hn entourage had full been Ihe object ol lo the attention of
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ih< commandant of (lie base. I he latlcr icplicd that ii wai a group 
of Kuropcant who writ responsible and du i we ahonlH have given 
advance no Ike of oui arrival inilcad of turning up in Kaimna 
unexpectedly. M ew l. Yava. Joseph. minister of economic affair*. 
Lumbola. slntc iccictaiy to the piendcnl; Kim. Ktiiinamiel. the 
cxcculivc KCtclaiy of the piendetil of the ic-puhlic. Angelo, Henri, 
the pictt Hitachi of the Office of I he I'revident of llu Council; and 
NTiunawako, Jean-Marie, udio reporlei of flic M initlrici of In
formation and Cultural Affair*, wilncsrcd tin t incident 

In witness whereof v*r have drawn up the prcieul repoit on the 
aforementioned day. month, and year. After reading tin t document, 
the witneucr affixed their ■ignjlure* along with oust

'Hie chief of i t j lc  then oiled Ihc commandant of fhc hare <0 pul 
a plane from Ihc have at nur immediate disposal. along with nn «  
coil o f Belgian soldien to ctmite our safely "W e uic going directly 
fo 1*Iisabethvillc.’* Ihc chief o f stale declared, and Hk  commandant 
of the have icplicd that he could not pul I his plane at oui disposal 
and would have to coniult ( .copaidvillc.

We (hen ssjcJ: “ Sir, we have signed a ticaty of friendship and co 
operation with you. When the chief of stale asks yom help, dou'1 
waste time wailing for Ihc approval of youi govctnmcnl. If King 
Haudouin came to us to nsl oui help, do you think a number of oui 
government would make him wail around for approval from the 
government? Where is fhc spirit of collaboration you have always 
nude so much of?"

I hc commandant finally contacted Central Cheysen, who was in 
Leopoldville. The Ifllfci agued to give us a Dakota Al the same 
time I suggested to Ihc president, who approved of my proposal, 
thal the Belgian Iroops lie ordered to go hack lo llie ir camp w illiin  
the* next two hours and lhal 110 Belgian soldier lie allowed lo leave 
the base until the government and Parliament had arrived at a dc 
cislon. We drew up a communique In ibis effect, worded us folltiws:

Pie chief of the Republic of the Congo and the prime minuter 
and minuter of defense ordrr the Belgian tioops from Belgium cur-
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renlly on active ope ml ion  oulikJc the limits of tlic bases of Kitoua 
and Kamina

( l ) lo so back lo (amp w illiiii llic next Iwo liourl;
(a) nol la go outride Ihc liniilt ol Ihc afoicnicnlmucil bases.
T Ik  duel of slate and head of tlic Congolese gosctnincnl pledge 

that they will ensure the safetv n| lldgi.ui naliouali and of liuro- 
I lean 1 in genti.il with llieir own timed forcei. Ilicse orders use 
being moed by virtue of |Ik  lita ly of fficndihip and aimlinec be- 
•ween tlic Belgian gOseinmtnl and tlic CongOlcic govern me ill 
signed on June a9. sqfic

Kxceuled al Kamini Hair al fi:a6 r.M„ Jnfy 1a. 1960; tigned by 
the Chief of Stale and niysell

Hullftfiu I have |USt been notified lry my office in l.co|ioldvillc 
tlial Belgian troopi arc continuing In fire on people in fionl of Ihc 
OtliKO building: i l  i i  rcpntlcd that I lia c  .11c fuui dead.

Once we had given Ih ii order, we went aboard (lie plane. Rut 
w lu l 101I of niicraft war given 111? Compilable pawcngci planes 
weic available, b ill nur chief of 1 laic war given a plane with nu 
w a ll, a paiatrouper plane u ilb  no place to n il fiul all we wanted 
was a meant uf I ran spoil al ion, and Ih ii d idn't bnlher ui. We left 
Kanniia al 8 n.M. foi Uliiahethvillc, and aimed Ihcre around 10 
I'.M. Hill Ihc lights on flic field were lurucd uni before we could 
land. T lic  Rclgian nuhtaiy pciiouncl Ihcre ordered the pilot nol lo 
laud. Why? Because Katanga wat now independent. The chief ol 
atate and Ihc pninc ininiiter were told III al Ihey would not be al
lowed IojcI foul in Katanga.

A i we circled over the oily, we lohl llic in: llic chief ol ila lc m int 
be allowed tu laud; he is in h ii own Icnitory and hu own counliy. 
I t  i i  inconceivable that Belgian aoldicn should prevent the chief of 
state from landing 111 hu uwsi country. I l ii ai if  King llaiidouiu 
were trascling through Belgium and somebody or other laid to him: 
Bandouiu, you can't land Itctc became this country doesn't belong 

lo you." We msiilcd. bul they refined lo listen.
We were forced to turn back.
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1'iftccii minutes after we had been refused pennissinn to land, 
the pilot informed m that lie luicl just received ordcis to lake ns 
cliicctlv to Luluabourg jik I not go back to Kamma. We aikcd him 
who had any such right to older as around; we've left our plane and 
our pilnl m Kamina and wc have to go hack there, we (old him. 
What wc really intended to do w.u to gel off the plane in Kamina 
and go hack to Klisabclhvillc by car, a distance o f two hundred kll- 
n me ten, even if  wc died in the attempt. The pilot took us to l.ultia- 
buurg. against our will, .11 i f  wc had been prisoners. W e armed there 
at three in the morning, spent the night there, and contacted the 
members of the Provincial Government again. I'lie army plane flew 
in that morning. We decided to tour the entire country, because 
the Belgians were hatching plots against its all over. W c went to 
Kindu and Mnnlcma, having received many telcgmnn from there 
asking m to come. When wc airived, the atmosphere wav veiy 
tense, but there had not been any trouble yet. You w ill recall that 
a state of emergency had been declined there and the region occu 
pied by military troops before independence, and these measures had 
remained in effect altci the independence nf the Congo. People 
were subjected to harassment and the military were 011 the rampage 
everywhere, sowing panic mid terrorizing the populace. W c immedi
ately contacted acvcial nicmbcis of the Provincial Government and 
took steps to end the slate of emergency in Mamema al once, in 
order to allow people to live together peaceably again. W c then 
proceeded to appoint new officers to takeover command o f the at my 
and its lied those directives necessary to restore orclet and ensure the 
safety nf Knropcaus, despite the fact that they had treated 11s badly. 
We earned lire loyalty of the military, the members of the govern
ment, and the populaec. The situation at that point was not as 
tense. W c left Kindi! lor Stanleyville yesterday at 12:0$ p.m . The 
whiles (here too are continuing tu wage a campaign of goncial dis
obedience and stilling up trouble both within the army and in other 
areas.
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We asked the pilot w h it limo wc would he arm ing in Suilley- 
villc and lie tokl u i we would laud i t  1 :$o P.M.

Al j:oo  p.m. we wen: still in Ihc oil. I w j i  surprised. and told the 
piciidcnt I d idn't undcistond w h it was happening: we h id  been 
told Ihnt wc would he 111 Stanleyville l>y nnc lli iity  and it was now 
Iwn o'clock. The picvklcnt went Id i lk  the pilot again whnl lime we 
would nitive in Stankyxillc. since il w-js past ihc lime he h id  slid. 
The pilot icplicd that he had iCMivcd nidcn In lake u i directly 10 
Lcopoklvillc. ‘ Ih c  prcndcul oidctcd him tn land al Stanley villc ill) 
mediately.

I then talked lo  ihc pilot ion "W e know you ate Belgian. bul 
Ihn plane now belongs lo Ihc ch id  of Hale and Ihc Congolese 
government. Yon me in Ihc 5cnice id  the CongoIcic government 
and Invc nu light to diticgaid the oidcn of the ch id  of state ju il 
bixauic you have received orderj front a foreign power, that i i  to 
say, Belgium. We are independent now: and Belgium is a scpaialc 
country now. just at I'rance and America and other counliict aic. 
What you arc doing i l  an act of high treason."

The pilot pretended to obey then, and made .1 Inngdcloiii lo lead 
ui lo  Ixlicvo III ill wc weic u tinning lo  Stanleyville. Then suddenly 
we landed al Leopoldville, agaiuil our will, av if  wc Ii.kI been pmon- 
cti W c hud already sent •' tcligiam lo Stanleyville announcing lhat 
wc were coming. All Ihc people in ihc city and Ihc iiiciiiIkiv of llic 
government had been waiting fo i m  at the aiipuil since Iwo o'clock.

We ariivcd at N 'D jili yeilciday around 6 :%o p.M. W c weic mcl 
by a clique o f the Belgian sum under Ihc command uf General 
Kimu,* who Mien introiliKcd himself: "General Kimu of Biutseh, 
occonijunied hy Ccucial Ghcy»cn;do yon wish lo review the iroopi, 
Your Kxtclkncy?" "Thai is out of the cpmliou." 1 answered.

" I  iiisisl Ihal you review I lie I loops,”  the geucul s.iid. I icpcnlcd: 
“ Sii, t in t  i i  out of the question. You have brought there troops line 
lo put out couutiy undo military occupation, in violation o f 0111

* T)i< gentiil ia question wn Ccrwril Cmnonl (Ldnoi'i note.]
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agiccmcnl, and you have the audacity to ask that the chief of dole 
and the head of government review them? Thai would mean that 
wo approved the presence o f these troops here."

General Ktmo then said to the chief of dale: “ Arc you aware that 
this atrpoil is under my command ami that i ran lake you pnimier?"

Here in l^opnldville yesterday, I hi* Belgian general threatened to 
take the chief of stale prisoned 1 replied: “ Sir, I should like yon in 
know l lu l  you arc nol in your uwu country. You have tr im  and 
ammunition ami we don't; we hove only our lure hand).'' General 
Gheysen ictoilccl• “ Sir, I should like you to know that I am in com 
tiund of this airport. We arc here lo protect you.”  "W e don't need 
your ptolcclion," I protested. “ Go protect the Belgians in your 
own connlty.”

“ Murdctcrsl" he icplicd insultingly. “ Arc you going tn allow Bel 
giau women lo he raped lierc?"

lie  then made other insulting remarks in reference to the chief of 
state and myself.

Finally ho said ''l)o  you w jn t bkuxJshcd in I-eoprikhille?" The 
president then replied: “ Ccntleineu, if  you have a thirst for liloud, 
let it flow', but I inn hue to tell you that il w ill noil"

W e then headed losvaul town, promiiing lo go back to Stanley
ville that samoday 

W c went directly lo the Sabcuu Agency to aik fur a plane. The 
employee In ehaigc told us to go find Mr. I)icu. the dircetm-geiieial, 
who immediately gave his appiuvul. When lie nsked us where we 
wanted to go, I told him that we needed a plane In take us Mime 
where inside the Congo, and that there was no need for him to 
know our piccisc destination.

W ith  l l i i i  information in his possession. Mr. Diet), the director 
general, went off to get the blessing o f the Belgian troops and see 
if they approved of our being given a Sabena plane! This way of 
going about things led me to telephone the following message tn 
the director general: "M r. Dieu. I don’t understand you; you are 
a commercial company; our slate lis t a financial interest in this
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company. When the chief o l stale 01 the prime minister want to 
buy bread, doe* the taker have to have the permission of Belgian 
tioopi to sell il to ua?" \1 i. Dicu finally gave 111 a plane.

1 asked him (a tike ut to the Ndoln anficki, lince 1 knew out 
livet wric in danger and sne had ahead) mked death twice.

"Come out hcie to N '0 |ili,' M i Oku amwcicd. "I've made all 
the arrange men Is, and gotten permission (loin the Belgian linopi, 
who arc hcie tn protect you; nothing wdl happen."

We agreed When we arrived at the airport, we (ell into a ridic
ulous trap. The Rclgiju troops sl.ircd al m in a very peculiar way. 
Then all the Ihiropcuiis at the unport surrounded us and called us 
"apci," "murderers," “ hoodlums," "th icvci," and so on . . . some 
of llirisi ip jt  in my face and pulled my heard, uud one o f them 
|oitlcd me and took my glosses. We cnduied other hum ilia tion, 11 
the Belgian soldiers stood by and watched in imm anent 

Hen deputies, you cannot imagine the scenes we have wilnascd 
in the lis t ten day si Can you imagine .1 chief of slate and a head of 
govrinnicnl ul an iiKlc|>eil(lent country being dragged m the mud. 
insulted, and publicly vilified hy foiciguni 011 llie ii own Icirilory 
like Ihul? I l i a c  wac fnicigu journalists pietenl Instead of telling 
the wmld about this, they have come to us asking (nr ila taneuli, 
for press conferences! What ore we to do1 

We all went hack to the residence of the chief of stale, where we 
(pent the night.

I apologize for neglecting to tell you that during our slay in  L u Iu j - 

bouig. we sent the following telegram to the United Nations, 
tluougli M i. Bunclic, the auntont secretary gcneiol, who is now in  

IxMpnldville. with a copy for out government:

The gosernrmnl of the Rcpublk nl the Congo urgently icq iK th  
the lending of military aid immediately by United Nalioiii slop 
Our request it jusiiftnl by lending to Congo of Belgian troops horn 
Belgium in violation Itealy of friendship signed between Belgium 
ind Republic of the Congo June >9 slop Undci (ettni ul llm  treaty 
iioopi cannot intervene unleas by crprois request of Congolese gov-
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eminent stop Tim request never made by government ol Republic 
of ihc Congo ilop \V< consoler unrcijuolcil action by Belgium « l 
of og|i(tiiOn .igainst our country stop KcjI cause of ruoit of troubles 
cofonulnt sns'vocJtiom ilop NVc acesjsc Belgian government of 
hexing deliberately plotted secession nl Katanga in oidci to keep 
upper hand ns mu country ilop

Before koii»j|  on. I icmlnd you that the Belgian government bus 
|Ujt appointed a Belgian general m (ommandci in chid ol the army 
in Katanga

Under the terms o f the decision* nude at the Hound Table Con
ference and flic  1‘ im d jn u n tjl Law. the Congo and its tin present 
piovmcci constitute an indivisible entity. 'Hie Congo lias been ie<- 
ogni/xd * \  an independent state hi its picvent unity. Belgium ii 
plotting the secession of the province of Katanga, the source of its 
wealth

How is it pnstililc for Belgium, which has recognized our country 
ax an independent slate ami signed the document recognizing our 
independence here before Ihc Congolese nation, to plot the secession 
of Katanga? Tihombe has proclaimed the independence of llm  
proxinecl Belgium has sent lioopi to Katanga, prevented the chief 
of stale and the head of government from landing there, and ap 
pointed a Belgian general as commander in chief o f Ihc army. W ith  
his hand tluix si lengthened, Tshomhc declares that he now Ins 
enough troops to oppose the Central Government. Do you see what 
Belgium ami her king jic  lip to?

Gui government, with the support of ihc Congolese people. se- 
foies to allow ilielf to lie confnintcd hy a fait accompli resulting 
from a conspiracy hitched by a Belgian imperialist and a small 
group of Kalangcse leaden slop Overwhelming majonly Kalangcic 
people opposed lo sccciitoii which mentis disguised pcipclualiou of 
coloaiihit tcj;itiio slop Military aid requested nisned at essential pio 
tec lion of national Congolese territory against pteicnt foreign 
oggrcxiioM threatening intcmaltoiul peace slop Strongly insist on 
imperative need to send UN troop* immediately to the Congo ilop
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This telegram, sixticd by I he chief of slate ond myself, hat been 
sent tu llic  United Nfllkm i. We have aim sent llie following tele- 
gti<m t<> the Jiubtfiiodor of Belgium, the vice-president nf the 
Council of M iniitcis here, the prime minister in Brussels, and the 
Belgian minister of foreign affairs:

In light of (1) the flag!ant tio ljliun  by Belgium o l the clause of 
the l ic ily  of fncndiliip  concluded June 19 i960 with Hu Republic 
of IIk  Congo punidmg 1 tu 1 Belgian Hoop* rannol he Died on 
Congolese tcidlory unless expressly icqueiled hy the government 
anil (1) the attack on i l i  integrity b> inciting the sccctnoti of 
Katanga, the piuolt of which an (1 J the (ael that the chief of stale 
was forbidden tu land at llliu lw lh v illc  Tuesday July ia  hy Brlgian 
troopi currently via turned th ru -, and (a) the appointment of a 
Belgian oCRccr ai commander of the Kalangcsc malilaiy foicei — 
our government hat decided, ai a consequence of the act of aggrei 
iim i im nin itla il ugamil the Republic of the Congo, to btc.il ofi all 
diplomatic iclatiom with Belgium at of llm  dale, July 14, i960 stop 
Signed Ihr I’ teiidcnl nf 1li< Republic. |Appfoni*.|

Dear deputies, this was an cmrigcncy, und we thcrcfoic asked the 
chief of state to clccido, for if  it had been neccsssty to consult the 
1’ir lijm c ir i evety lime the countiv threatened to go ntidei, Ihc situ- 
alion woukl luve been far wortc We therefore broke off diplomatic 
iclatiuni with Belgium. 'I he Belgian cmbltsy 11 lo lie cloicrl A ll Bel 
gout diplomats musl return home (Appfnnja.|

When I lie Belgian hoops. including Ihosc at llic  lu ia  ul Kitona 
and Katnina, have left, we will examine the possibility of a reiump 
lion ul diplomatic relation) with that country. W e cannot maintain 
relations with a counity that today fs attacking ut. that has occupied 
out country militarily, for Ihia is n csuicof shame to the nation The 
independence of the Congo Ima been recognized, but today tho chief 
of stale and the head o f government are Insulted and vilified, at
tacks ate made on mu lives, our people live in terror, and all the 
stiecla aie occupied by Belgian toldieis who continue to murder us. 
Can we go on living with these people among us?
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(SJiotili of "No, no, no" from all the benches. The President n/ 
the Chamber requests order.}

Ai for iho licaly of fiicndiliip  that Deputy Wcicgcincn: lis t laid 
that flic government could not lign without the agreement of I'ailia 
incut, I inm t tell you t in t  the government vigned it became a rciolu 
lion to t ill)  ctTcct war poised during the sessions of the Round ’fable. 
All the leaders approved it at that time The revolution was pawed 
because Belgium had a m ijunty of the delegates on its vide; they 
did not represent the nation; they were hi the pay of Belgium. You 
are well avvaic of this. What does (hit resolution say? ‘Dial a treaty 
of fncndvhip between the Belgian ami Congolese governments will 
he signed before June 30. W ho v-oted lui Ih ii resolution? You who 
were delegates at the Round Table. ‘ I hat is why we signed this treaty 
und I assure you that it it  going to take a great deal of effort to 
change it. If vvo showed you the d a ft that Belgium submitted to tn, 
you would be am axed to tee what it  eontaiued ll  was not diawu up 
without the Congolese wlio sal un the Political Commission in 
lliuisclt, to whom Belgium had nude many prumnci. We may well 
wonder why the entire contents of this draft weie approved. Fortun
ately we were able to make impoituiil amendments. ITsi* van be 
seen from the min life*.

As foi the aimed foicct, the treaty stipulate*: "Furthermore, il 
[the treaty] shall be valid for a minimum pciiod of len yean." Don't 
you see llm l they wanted their troupt to remain hero forever?

We had a great deal of difficulty getting the delegates to reject 
certain cIjmici Article 6 as amended by ns now leads

' Military intervention of any soil by Belgian forces stationed on 
bases in the Congo can take place only at the express request of 
Ihc Congolese minister of national defense. Subsequent agreements 
will determine how the military hares in the Congo arc to lie taken 
ovci and will specify the forms of cooperation desired by the two 
governments"

Belgium wanted to keep its hues without allowing the Congolese 
government to have any control over them. We replied that Ih ii war
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nut nf the <|ticition; they may remain, on condition that they do not 
intervene in our affain; otherwise they m in i be dismantled inimedi 
atcly. Plain for taking ovci these bam  m order to Irain our cliilrhcn 
and train Ihc cadres of our air fmcc on them w ill be submitted tn 
Parliament later.

Our government mutt hive there mslallatinns. If Hclgium docs 
not agree, let her take them back In llclghim

W e have signed this treaty: it is now- up to you *0 see whether 
what we have done serve* the interests of the country.

As for lire troubles in the counlty, dear lionuiahlc deputies. I 
assure you that they ore the ictull of a dcltliciale plot. I agree that 
certain ministers may have perhaps behaved improperly i t  the time 
these incidents ocomcd, but no in iiiiilc i is ics|K>miblc for tlie pres- 
ent situation. W h it  it  the tea ion for Ihc present difficulties?

Westerners base tried lo gel our government to veil out to the 
imperialists. We were offered a gicat many agreements I decided 
not to sign thine agreements t in t were harmful and unfavorable to 
Ihc interests o f om country, because they merely meant that the 
Congo would he dominated economically by financial groups fiom 
Itelgiiun. As a result o f niu categorical refusal. Itelgimn ss endeavor 
mg lo Ii.iim  us today.

Whenever an agistment was offered us, we replied; "Parliament 
must decide fust."

"N o," the Ifelgiani replied, "your representatisev ill the Kconomic 
Round Table and the members of (lie Political Commission base 
already given then appmsal.*' We finally declared that tins did not 
hind imr country to accept such agicccmcnli.

Since sve aic .1 nationalist government, whose one concern Is the 
juiciest of the (ouuliyr, those who covet our wealth 010 attempting 
to plunge ns intu auaicliy, tn dcmoiatize the members ol the govern
ment, marshal the population against ui. and bring alsout the (all 
of our government. They will manipulate puppets who will not 
hesitate to blindly sign any sort of agreement and thus place Hie 
Congo under foreign domination. That is the truth of the matter
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If llic  chief of slate and I lud  not nude il a policy to nuke mu 
presence felt throu|liouk ll»c country in order to c ilm  the people, to 
give them courage, and icito die morale o f flic uimy, I tw n i to you 
l in t  the Congo would be faced with a situation you cannot even 
imagine.

'Use Belgians ate sabotaging us throughout the country For one 
example, tho members of the Provincial Government nl Kivu came 
to «cc in in Kindn to tell in that certain offitu ili lud  earned off 
fundi amounting to 1.000,000 fiancs. Government documents luve 
been burned in most dtp.uIntents. The money disappears, ;md tech- 
nicians sometimes cut live communication line» or sabotage them. 
W ho knows} In j  few- days we may be without water or clcclncily. 
You have no idea what i t  going on behind your backs. Here in 
Leopoldville you have piadically no idea what i i  going on. but if 
you were In go out into lire country! What i i  happening ii  dreadful. 
I assure you that if  this continues, in two weeks we will not even 
have enough money to pay our government employees anil you will 
be paid ten francs' salary. It is chaos, u terrible crisis. It w ill lake in 
five yean to extricate ourselves from this inipaue.

The political independence that Belgium lus given us with her 
led ho ml 11 I icing taken away from us with hci light hand through 
economic doiniimlion.

The public prosccutot's offices arc no longer functioning; the 
magistrates of Luluahourg. for instance, dosed down this office be 
fore leaving Technicians me (|uiHiug und taking o ff The l.ulna 
Ixsurg radio station is no longer broadcasting. Coinmunicatinni Ik - 
tween l.uhiabnuigand Lcopuklvillc hove been cut of!

The Kuropcjn technician ot the intelligence seivicc in Leopold
ville had locked the doors oi Ills office and cjn icd  the keys ofl with 
him. I tent the police out in a plane lo hunt him down. When I 
dressed him down for what he had done, lie replied: *1 left because
I wav hungry...... M ill's  net true," I answered. ' You could see that
if you stayed here, your machinations would have leeii discovered.''

When the troubles first started, a group of united Belgians brake



j v i .t  i9 6 0  i j 7

into my home to k ill me. I owe my life to the Congolese soldicis 
who attested them. The Belgian ambassador was at my house when 
our soldier* arretted Iheic malefactors. It wjj one o’clock in the 
morning. “ Mr. van den Bosch,*' I said to Imu, "you arc a witness 
Your countrymen have come here to minder inc. Ate you going to 
deny it?" 1 le was speechless!

The Belgian ambassador told sue that he would lodge n complaint 
against the Congolese government wills tin  United Nations and 
would wain his brothcii in NA’IX), that is to say, the Atlantic forces 
and their cohorts.

I base hcic the letter that the ambassador scut to the vice-prime 
minister in my absence. I lea* is what it  say i

l,co|in1ilullc. July ia, i960
M i. Cijcuga. Vice-Fit ildcii I of the Council nf Mmlitcn. Leo 

poldslllc.
Mi. Vice Picsldent;
In the comic of the meeting it called no the evening of July 'V  

the Congolese gosrinininl staled that it wanted Belgium to es-atn- 
otc the troops itilio iicd at llsr N 'lljil l aupoit and in IxopoldYillr 
More S*.m . July i.|.

’rhus you can see tlissl l he ymcmmciit made decisions during oui 
absence. It specified that the evacuation order had in be cm lied out 
before 5 a m .

Belgium refused to carry nut this ili ic t order. In the course of this 
same meeting, M i Kama, the minister mid rhargd d'affaires at the 
United Nations, also anuouisced that the Congo had sent a Idles 
to the Security Council legaidmg the presence of Belgian troops on 
our tcnilory. The government had lodged -1 complaint against Bel 
gium with the United Nations. *lhc Security Council usidc the fo! 
lowing dcciuoni in this icgard (you am iw  w/nit tori of decisions 
the Sccuii(y Council tsui aluody making)

(1) the withdrawal of Belgian Iroopa,
( a) the sending uf United Nations hoops.
Belgium's pcimanenl delegate to the United Nations slated that
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Belgian troops would remain in (lie Congo as long as llic  UN  did 
not have the situation well in lioud. 1'ltis meant, in other wends: us 
long as the UN troops do not have the situation well in hand, we 
w ill not leave! Why this mention of ‘ 'having the situation well in 
hand"? We have our own 01 my; all we are asking for is UN  troops; 
the Belgian troops must leave.

"No. we are not going to leave as long as we du not have the 
situation well In hand," the Belgians say. What docs that mean? 
Tliis declaration, which did not meet w ith the approval of Tunisia 
and the USSR, was expressly approved by the other cnuntitci who 
were members of the Sociality Cuuncil, including the United Stalest 
This country therefore approves of Belgium's maintaining i l l  Isaacs 
in the Congo because it has economic interests here. As a conse
quence, the Belgian government, through the intermediary of its 
ambassador, has asked me to inform yon (if its decision, which is as 
follows:

>. Belgium is prcpaicd to implement the decisions of the United 
Nations Organization. (Belgium i t  prepared to implement thete de 
c iiio in  became it  h a  Anurioj'a support Hr/gwri tioopi must 1* 
main!)

a. Belgium therefore pledges to withdraw the troops that have 
intervened when and where public order has Ixcn satisfactorily re
stored hv United Nations troops

3. Belgian troops will remain in the Congo as lung at necessary 
to ensure public safety.

4 The Belgian government asks the Congolese government to 
collaborate in the iccslablislimciil of public safely. {Belgium ia now 
preaching to act/)

3. It respectfully colli the attention o f the Congolese government 
to the fact that II would hear gnive responsibilities if  It were to 
contravene the decision of the highest international tribunal. (Bel 
gium threaten! us \rith reprisals, with sanctions if  we do no! bow 
to ite decision, which has lha support of the United States.) The
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Congolese government must abo\c all avoid any meatuses leading 
10 pointless provocation and any dangcious agitation.

6 Since it desires to provide elcar proof of its willingness to 0<1 
lieic to Use decision! o f Use United Nations, llsc Belgian govern 
m a il will take advantage of the m rival ol United N il  Ions guilds in 
l^opokfvillc lonwiriow. July 15, uixl wjthdiaw an eqmvalenl nitmbci 
of Belgian lioops,

'I 1 tu$ if  jo,ooo UN tioopi anise, 10,000 Belgians w ill kave. Ollier 
wise llsc protikm w ill not have been resolved: mice the Belgians 
can no longer lem iin  in the Congo, they oic calling on tlie ii allies 
in the UN tn take their plate.

‘I h it k lte r dated yesterday and signed by Ambassador van den 
Bovcli is tantamount to a declaration u( war against sit. Do sou sec 
what Belgium, the country that i t  our liicnd, Belgium our ’ 'brother,"  
Ihc Belgium of cooperation and licalics of friendship, i i  liv ing to 
do? Do you see the position Ihc Belgian government has put us in, 
fifteen day* after out independence, just when we needed to begin 
tn experience the joy ul living in peace? A ll the foregoing makes it 
impossible (or out government and youiselvc* to work in peace, 
under Ihcic conditions the government cannot draw up its piogiom 
and submit it  for Parliament's appioval *0 that each One ol ut, 
whether ministcis oi deputies, m iy  follow our policies and still woik 
together as a team, since we aic childicn of the same fotliciland, 
vo that our young nation may develop and genuine changes may be 
brought about. Belgium is unfoitiinalcly blocking uui path, and 
there iv nothing we cm do about it.

Since Ibese incidents first began, the chief of state and I have 
liaiilly eaten or skpt. I thcrcfoic propose Ibal lire Assembly appiovc 
the following measures, to lie taken in Ihc ordei slated:

1. Breaking ofl all diplomatic relations w itli Belgium, (losing the 
Belgian Knibajjy, and sending its diplomatic corps hack homo (Ap 
f>Usuae];

1. Demanding the immediate withdrawal of the United Nations
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force* (which ate lo arrive today), i f  it  i i  true that they arc coming 
hcic to opeiatc in accoidancc with arrangement* made with Helium 
that the latter coimliy lias notified ut of;

3. Allowing there force* lo amain in the Congo only if they will 
abide by the decision* of the Congolese government, in parliciitai 
those jinied ill ensuring that there forcer w ill not reeve the internals 
of Ilelgium;

4 Accepting the icrvicc* of troupi from Ghana if  the government 
it  convinced that they arc not coming here In collaborate with the 
llclgiam but rather to aid ut in a tpirit of bmlhcrhond.

We have had talks with the ambatudnr of Ghana I licit tmopr 
arc airiving today at 3 ivm . The telcgriim that the government of 
that countly sent m war couched in very diplomatic language. Thin 
uf lei noun we will officially request that Belgian troop* ovat irate the 
lenitoiy of our republic within twelve houta, hr accordance with the 
rtiningcmcnl* that have been made and approved hy Parliament I 
presume that tlii* i* .1 iraionahlc deadline that w ill allow them 
sufficient time to get themselves organized und leave [Murmur; 
fiom  a tta in  benches.]

•ran: rmisiDrs-r nr il lk  Order, please; Hie tiluation it
icriuui, m\ dear IhoIIicm. 1x 1'* say, rather, that there forcer uf 
aggievnnn mutt withdraw immediate!! from our ci/e* and the air 
poit and leave tomorrow muming.

am. ttiMUMe.t We aim demand that the Congo he given baclc 
everything that belong* to it. our national patrimony that i* still 
confiscated in Ik-lgirim. {Apfttama] By that, we mean all the panr 
stale funds, all oui money, all our frozen funds. We were duped into 
believing that this Inm tfci would lake place on June 30, as you w ill 
recall, hut to date we have icceivod nothing; we mmt lake our case 
before the International Tribunal at The Hague

In the face of this grave situation, I hereby notify Parliament that 
the chief of state and ( are planning to do a little havcling incognito 
in the interests of the country. We arc lo go back lo Stanleyville lo
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day; we will tell yon what we have discovered within a week, became 
if  we do nol do this, cleat biolhers. In a week the Coogu will find 
itself without a cent of money, without electricity, without anything. 
‘Ihc  following precautions will be taken al the suggestion of the 
chief of state, we asked the United Nations to put a plane at the 
disposal of the picsidcnt of the icpuhhc. Irccausc the planes we have 
been tra ttling  on aic piloted by Belgian officers who fly ut around 
whcievcr they please, as if  we were prisoners. They took us to Leo 
poldville yesterday against am will, as if we had been priioneis 
Given these conditions, how can we lie sure we will reach om des
tination? In the interests of the rountiy, the chief of slate is deter
mined to contact the people, whom certain parties ore stirring np all 
over Ihc country. We were to go to Stanleyville yesterday, hut we 
never got there. We have made arrangements with the general from 
Ghana who is arriving at 5:50 this afternoon with Ghanaian troops 
in travel aboaid his plane under the protection of Chonaiaii and 
Congolese troops 

' l l ic  govern me n I and the chief of state arc opposed to the seres 
sion of Katanga, for it violates the l-'undaincnlnl l aw. This secession, 
moreover, was not Imiughl ahonl through the initiative of Congo 
lesc; it was Belgium that was at the bottom of it. W e suggest that 
Parliament immediately recall ihc Provincial Government nl Ko 
tanga, declare a stale o f emergency in this province, ami tend a spe 
cial commissioner |xmencd of full pnwcis there. [AftfAtnuo]

My dear Imnoiahle deputies, it 11 with deep emotion and tears in 
my eyes llia l I have given you this re|Karl on the grave and dramatic 
situation confronting om homeland, this country that we all love 
and that we proudly hope to make a beautiful and great one, fo l
lowing Ihc example of Ghana and Cuiiica alter llrc ir independence 
Belgium has forced m Into a very bad situation. Cut children and 
our wives weep, our entire nation woepi. We arc expecting a gicat 
deal o f you; we must work hand m hand to oveicomc this situation. 
Should there he Ihc iligh lc it dissension among us. colonialism will 
sene the opportunity- thus offered it to stir up trouble throughout
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llic  countiy A i you have seen, tli« Belgian parlies have united 
against in. 'Iliey arc organizing pstadcs and shaiiling everywhere: 
"l>ong live General Janssens' Long live General Janssent!" —  llia l 
fa ic illl I hope, dear brotlicu, I l l j |  we w ill work ihoiildcr In 
shoulder together. We have no aims, hut we w ill call upon any 
(licndly nation willing to help us. We w ill call on the devil i l  need 
he, we will continue to follow oui policy of neu liilily . W e do not 
want any outside influence in oui country, hut we will cooperate 
with anyone Dc.u honorable deputies, that i i  the situation. I thank 
you once again for your trust in the government yon have elect eel.

As regards the conduct of the ministers, I would never approve of 
a member a! mu government conducting himself in ail improper 
and mnvoitliy manner toward the homeland. At Ini the me ol official 
cars, I have given all the ministers oidos, jiicI then chaoflcmi have 
Iiccii given jnsliuclioiM, tn pot then cars in the garage after 6 i*.m., 
and I have idled them not to ad like megalomaniacs. The ministers 
intisl lisc among the people. If one of l lu i i i  wants to go for drives, 
he has only to huy himself a c)r and use it  for Out purpose, outside 
of walking houii. 1 h ive told all the chauffeurs that if a minister 
makes them work after 6 i\m  they should ask (or i-xfia pay. We 
must not appear to have stepped into the shoes of the colonialists 
m the eves of the people. The official can have been bought with 
the |)coplc's money. Our government is responsible to Parliament, 
ju d  1 have listened to the icmirks of Deputies Kama, Weregemerc, 
and all the otlicts In a genuinely patriotic Spiiit, They arc indigiionl 
Jl the conduct ol Ccitain niiniitcrs. and I have taken note of this. It 
is up to I'jfham ciil lu examine the situation mum closely and pro 
pose measures that I should take I want the government to work 
hand in hand with Parliament as a team. |A/s/i/<ju».|

‘I he numhci of victims of the accent incidents w ill be an 
nomiccd to yon soon; we ate conducting an investigation at this 
vesy moment. The government his sent Nguvulu to the I/suei 
Congo, where lie and Minister Kiwlekela arc conducting a thorough 
investigation to dcletmine how many people the Belgians have
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killed. I icccivctl a telephone call from Mr. Nguvulu this moinmg, 
informing me llia l Ihc morale nl all the Hoops il l  the l/m c t Congo 
it  very low; they are irk ing  for the withdrawal of the Iklgiau troops, 
whatever the contcc|uciiccs. and the aid u| cither Ghanaian hoops 
or UN hoops tn raise their morale, for the hoops from Kilona have 
already occupied the pan m ililanly and hasc icached the black dts 
Iricts nl Ihc city.

W e have just been told in het Hut there were |XOpk killed 
while we were in I.ulnabourg. We me going to speed up Ihc In
vestigation, for all these deaths will be the object ol legal pioeced- 
ingi . . We tumt nuke an im cnloiy of all the damages and 
pmteil lo the Helgiau government. A lew dayi fioin now, as soon as 
we have found out the exact numlsci of people killed and identified 
Ihc victims, we will submit a rcpoit lo Parliament. As icgards na
tional defense. I mml admit that certain errors have been committed 
by certain membcis of my government, and I deplore this I know 
thal they have nol always acted in bad faith, and that is why I recall 
having said here in lin t Chamber and explained to otlicis llia l Ihc 
Department of National Defeme should not he cutnisted to any 
one individual became he might use his office to slii np I rouble in 
the country. Since this dcpjitmcnl is run hy the Council o l Mm 
isten, no one person u responsible for it. I myscll am merely the 
piciidcnt of the cunncil. 'llie re  11 no way lor me to nuke >i decision 
or negotiate with anyone without the appiosjl of the Council ol 
Ministers. It would lie unthinkable <0 entrust the M iuistiy of Na
tional Defense tn a unglc individual, who might help stage a mililaiy 
coup in exchange for 11 five million (nine Inibe. You must foiccee 
what might happen in this country.

The membeu of Ihc govcmmenl mml icvpcct Parliament and 
admit then mistakes. Bnl I beg Parliament uul to attempt to inter
fere svilh the government's conduct of ihe nation's dffaiis for no 
good reason. When someone makes 1 mistake, he must own up to 
it  1 agree witli Parliament on that score and believe me, we shall 
all control miniilerial activities together.
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mu rmuiorxT or m r. ciiAKiar.it. I lsclieve that we ilio ll apply 
sanctions from now on.

a i r .  iukjumua. I am sorry, Mr. President, dear honorable ilcpu 
lies, but the situation >1 very tenons, |>coplc sic dying, and I am 
urgcnlb needed in my office I would have bled to explain the 
litualion in tbc Congo to you representatives of tbc people in much 
more detail Tbc situation can become crucial in a mnllci of ten 
minutes. I .11k you In examine llie ipicxliun o f wbat poictkdl meat 
iiicv mu be taken. Meanwhile, i f  you liavc an important question 
to put lo me. I w ill reply before I leave. Ax foi o llic i delink'd ques
tions concerning tbc government, I leave Mr. Ci/coga, Ibc vice- 
president of Ibc council, here ul your dixpoxal If. however, one ni 
auotber uf you thinks that I can personally nnixstr b it i|iieition 
iiniucdiatcly, I am at h li entire dixpoxal.

M i. I’ 1 trident, •» Ibc name of the chief id slate and the govern 
merit, in view uf the crucial ritual km. I ark you lo give special powert 
lo the government in order to xpeed up operation*, fur we are really 
in a slate o f war. and a*k you lo appuml xevetal mcmbeit o f I'atlia 
merit to help exercise llrctc pnwcix A chronological tcporl w ill be 
drawn up for ibc Chandler by llm  cninniiiiio ii in oidci to ciieuru 
vent the noimal prneedme, which it too »k)w. The question iliould 
be pul on the day's jgenda and then debated. We arc ill u Sidle of 
war, and deeixinni must lie. made without delay

|M fi*ri. Madudu and Kama then 1 peak an the iubjett 0} t in  
numerous trips of the chief of state and the pnme minister to sari 
out parti of the country.]

M B .  l o m u m k a .  Dear honorable deputies, I have understood your 
remark*, which were well taken It is obviout that in every country 
in tbc world Ibc life of j  bead of government, the life o f the chief 
o f stale, the life of even d deputy it veiy pieciout I can understand 
that very well. Hut Iscliovc me. we ate not making these frequent 
hips for our plcaimc. 'd ie  situation is such that our ptesenre in 
certain places it  necessary.
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[ have so mud) news that I cannot toll you in a public session. 
W ho is leipcnsible for the countiy? The Parliament. If you trmt 
the chief uf state ami the head of government, >on may rest aitutcd 
that the proposals they put befoie yon are in the (nteicsls o f the 
nation You are unaware of several aspects of the situation. U n
fortunately. I cannot divuljte them in a public session. It is dll very 
w d l lo take special mcasniei <u protect outsclvcs; litis i t  In fad 
necessary; sve coukl travel aboard a non llclgun plane with an escort 
of foicigti troops, for example. One of the members of the govern 
me lit, M i. Sougolo, lias just said that a tclegiam lias come fmm 
Stanleyville announcing that the situation is calm there and that it 
is not necessary' lo gu there now; I am quite ccilam that this tele
gram was not sent by the Provincial Government, because the presi
dent of this government left here only a short time ago, bound fur 
Stanleyville, svhete he will wait for us. I wdl cite yon yet anothci 
ease: when we arrived in Kimhi, we weic given .1 telegram signed by 
the numslcr o f the interior. Upon inquiry, we discovered llia l M was 
nol the muiistci who had sent the tclcgiam. A cctlam gioup of 
people ate sending telegrams In try lo eicalc ronluskm. IX) yon know 
that certain Kiunpcanj m Stanleyville and Ihrougltoul the Congo 
arc planning Icinhlccoups’  If wr had not gone to Maladi ami Kasai. 
I swear lo you Ibat sve would have experienced troubles that you 
cannot even imagine. Our presence was enough localm  the rebellious 
populace and disarm the white populace plotting our destruction. 
Telegrams from several members of the military say: " I f  you don't 
appear here inside nf an hour, there is going to be trouble." This is 
line. A peacemaking mission is neccisary. The situation improves 
wherever Die chief o f state and the head of government go.

1 understand your concern. We might go along with Parliament 
and stay at home like little  monacchs, hut when things get worse 
you w ill )>e Ihe first to blame us. lo demand explanations of us. You 
want us not to budge an inch, to make Us idlers who are content lo 
nm some little errand fmm lime <0 time the way the colonialists did 
yesterday!
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At wo have] about the counity, we iiikovci a number o f plots 
hatclicd by Belgian official]. The chief of itale Ihcn takes immediate 
action. I f  a commission wuc to accompany ui whcievci we went, it 
would icali/o that we nniil follow a dynamic policy at this point and 
act without the slightest delay. 1 must siren the fad that our tiavcls 
aie absolutely necessary if we do not want to be held responsible 
for a disaslious deterioration of the situation in the next few days. 
I f  the Chamber insisted, however, we would both go quietly luck 
to our homes to test, and remain these.

(Mr. Sanduf tdktf the floor end then the preiidanl 0/ the Chain 
her tuim u/> the t if not ion i

m i nuisini.Ni o r  1 iik <:iiam»i:r. T o  fill 111 what Mr. Sendwe was 
just saying, I draw the prime ministers attention to the fad that 
Mr. Hennequiaux's presence in the Congo is dangerous. As piouf 
o f this, I mention the following fads. I went with hint o il 11 misiiou 
lo -Stanleyville. P ining oni visit to the three military camps of lli it  
city, 1 realized that there wat a plot afoot, lie  wanted tu slay in 
Stanleyville, and the counscloi of the Provincial government offered 
lo accompany me on my visit lo the U lk i .  I icfused to pait com
pany with Mr. llcim rqiiiaux became I had been ordered not to 
leave him. ] therefore ark the prime minuter to have this pciton 
closely watched. If we sent the Belgian tioopi away, we must olio 
vend tlicofficcn of the I ’nrcc Pnblique hack home.

air. i.VMUMM. 1 lake the floor lo answci the picsident and the 
honorable Deputy Mr. Sendwe

I share the latter's point of view, and I avsme you that I under 
stand yom concern. We have received many telegram* iiifoim ing 
us o f Iho silualion in Stanleyville. What the president of the Chain 
her says it  quite tine The oppression of the populace o f Orientate 
Province Is in fact continuing.

The Belgian soldiers, noncommissioned office's, officers, and 
public officials still have all the power in tltcii hands, and menihcrt
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nf tlic Provincial Government iln not luxe enough authuiity lo 
compel them to obey.

Von s.m sec lhat this trip it  alxsolulcly necessary. Calm Hill reigns 
in Stjnkyvillc. but llic slightest inciiltn l could plunge all of Oricn- 
talc Province into a bloodbath. The popu see hai icalircd lioxv 
dangerous Die n tiu tion  is, and lhat ix why it hat summoned the 
chief of state and me lo rctloic older, m the army, among other 
placet, where soldiers will themselves suggest Die nasties o f non
commissioned officers they liusl to replace while office 11 The soldiers 
nu longer like ilenttequiaux or any ol ihc oilier officers. The same 
policy w ill be followed in ibe ease of ccilain officials within the ad- 
nmisslration who can he dismissed hy the central power. Give in 
pcnsmiion to leave lonighl for Stanlcyvilk am I restore order; we 
will come bark tomorrow. I am convinced that we will lvc m no 
danger there We will make Ihc necessary awaugcmrnlt, and instead 
ol going on to Hnkavn at we planned, we will slay ovci m Stanley 
villc and relsirn lo leopolrlv ilk  lomounw.

| A debate than begins between Ibe president and M enu. Cbrnyr, 
Kathamitra, anil Kalnn/i. fo r  the benefit of the biltei, Mr. I.u- 
rnuiiibu makes one last clarification of bis (w iition ]

mu. i.UMsiMBA. I reply In Ihc very Kimble remarks made by the 
honorable Deputy Mr. Koloitji. l ie  luings up ccitain picciK pointi. 
Mr. K'aloii|i crilicizei me for nnl having ordcicd the membeii of the 
government lo acl and take certain measures dining my absence. I 
gave the necessary ordcu. Our government team has a genuine leans 
ip iiii, that i t  lo uy, we govern ihc country collectively. The piimc 
minister may be abtcnl, hut if he is. the vice-prime minister will 
preside uver the meeting* of Ihc council and make decisions. The 
Council o f Ministers held tegular meetings and derided al five o'clock 
in Ihc morning on the fourteenth lhal llelgian Iroopt m in i he 
wilhdiawn completely Tin's decision, made in my absence, is ample 
proof that the government does not consider it absolutely necessary
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for llic  prime minister to be picseni in order to arrive at a decision 
in an emergency; lie if  just one iiiin iilc r among others. It is regret- 
talilc iliat tin- government has not been in icgulai contact with 
Parliament. Because it was not, the mcmlKts o l Parliament dkl not 
know what the government was doing. Since the iclalion lias not 
been a clou one, you have hud the impression dial the council 
wasn't doing anything. We thank y-ou for having hiought this nutter 
to our attention; and pciiOtully. I am ul the opinion that this 
irregularity w ill not oceui again in the future.

Mr. Kakm|i, moreover, brought up the point that hi Kuiopc the 
chief of slate or the head ul government cannot tout the oouiiliy 
without the consent of Parliament. I believe that he is somewhat 
mistaken. King Baudomn visited the Congo very suddenly last year. 
When i|ucstioned about this, I Ik. minister of lire Congo replied that 
lie had not been infonned that the ling  intended to travel there.

Moreover. Mr. Codded, the leader ol the opposition, expressed his 
indignation at this, and asked the government why it had not in 
formed his bloc ol this trip.

5io I would say that in ccitaiu cares n statesman can travel alroul 
without being expressly authorized to do to.

King Uaudoum made u hurried visit here because the interest of 
his subjects w jsat stake.

When the bead of govern m i ill or the ch id  ol state navels, it is 
the government and not Parliament that must l>c advised, foi that 
Is within the province of the executive In puisuing the policy of 
the government fur which he is responsible, the piimc minister can 
navel as much as he pleases; he can go nil ten limes n day if he so 
wishes. Me docs not need to ask Parliament's pcimissioo to do so. 
for the rolo of the lattei is to supcivitc the action of the government 
and pass legislation. II I have kepi you informed o f what I have 
done, it was because I want ur to work in a spinl ol siiKcic collabo 
ration; I was not obligul to dn vo.

Mr. Kaloti|i has said that the aimy is badly organized. T b it ii
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obvious, for in lie ho« ju il ilatetl. our licntagc hat been salxrtaged. 
W c tunic over only a few days ago, on |unc jc , to how could wc have 
been expected tn have the utmy well in hand and have everything 
cite under control that very tame day? This war absolutely- impos
sible. Kven if I had had a program and had presented i t  to you mi 
June yo, du you think this would have prevented the Belgians from 
plotting agaimt m? Never in the wusld. What It a government 
piugiam? It i t  the political line it hikes that determines what n 
government i»: it w ill have 0 certain |xilitical policy, dcvckipiug the 
country, creating join, selling up cooperatives, and 10 faith; it  w ill 
hove iinolhcr policy with regard to social problems This is what a 
government piogiam represents in general. Hut what suit of citcuin- 
stances did wc find uurvelvcv in? ‘Use government was hunted at the 
last moment after all w i l t  of compinnnscs The govcrnincul took 
over, u coalition government, a government of national union. 
Would it have been logical to take the program of the N1N C  and 
force it nn the government team? Ohviomly not. ICacls party ill the 
government had lu announce its pmgiam, and of all the diflctenl 
ptogsaiuv presented, wc had tn carry out pstl one.

But unfortunately troubles broke out three days after vve came to 
power ond pa rliamei itaiy officers had not even liecu ckctcsl yet. 
I low cuuld wc have liecu expected In present a pingrain under such 
chcmmUnccs? lie undcistandiiig ami logn-.il. If you liiul been in 
our shoes, you would have been foiced to do the jamc. A program 
exists, even though wc have our own ideas and our own policy; w< 
will call upon competent members of Parliament to help (airy it 
out. foi it w ill he neither l.ummnlxa's program not a government 
ptogiam, hut the piograsn of the countiy, ol the nation. We jrc  11 
young nation, and wc must not copy Western methods exactly In 
the- West, the legislative, executive, and judicial powers aic sup
posedly septate The government has it* own prerogatives, which 
Parliament must not interfere with: everything that concerns the 
government, all Its incasuics. Is tlicic any season why- wc should
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copy what we have teen to he the ease in Kurope: a senate and a 
chamber that interfered with I)k  exclusive prerogatives nl the 
government?

1 fm my part Itclicvc that <iikc we arc building this country to
gether. we might not to apply all these Western methods. A mem
ber of Parliament, for instance, can come to me and recommend 
someone lie th io ls  is a good man so that n job can he found fot 
him within the administration. Let us work together like children 
of the n ine father; let us Imild our countiv and a topically African 
•system with new institutions.

We have found it impossible lo present a ptogiam. Let me ask 
sou: if we had shut ourselves up fot four days just to gel this pro 
gram drawn up while troubles svcic breaking out in the country, 
what would have happened? The snimilcrs >nn see here don't sleep: 
it was us in lh r morning when ssv tool the measuics instituting the 
curfew. We arc arresting all those, black or while, who violate tills 
curfew bach minister lias a team of soldiers and police officers lo 
arrest all those who ta lc advantage of the darkness to commit mis- 
deeds. They don't ikep. they stay on duty like sentinels, they patrol 
the streets like police officers, laccausc i f  we stalled acting like lions- 
gum  — " r in  a m in ister — if  ws. were content merely to iclay rirdcis 
to Lutopciin commissioners, to officials svlio arc mound only to 
sabotage u». we would never manage to icstoie calm. That is why 
we ministers and the chief o! state go down lo the ciM to calm the 
people, because we ‘ t ill ;icc not in contiol of the administration, 
bverylhing n still in ihc hands ol bmopcan officials. We want 
to pul rim men m charge all over the cmmtiy, and i f  certain mem 
l»cii o f Parliament know of capable candidates to suggest, they may 
du to; candidates for posts m the police, in this or that department, 
and in  on. . . .  So many ate needed. We will put these men csciy 
where, so that the Congo may get on with the business of govern
ment, and each person with a responsible |oli may feel free to CJll 
□n an adviser, a technician lie tiusts to give lum a hand with the 
technical part nf his job. We m uil do j I |  this as icon as possible.
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Do yon think llic  situation would right itself as if  by magic it a 
new team wcic to replace the one we have? It would have the same 
difficulties we ate having, ami perhaps even moic leiious oiks . All we 
aic asking for is elosc collaboiation between Parliament and the 
government Ami whenever one of you lias suggestions tn make, 
don't hesitate; come and sec us. If yon have a proposal to make to a 
minister, go In hi 1 office; if  Ire doesn't agree with yon, come amt see 
me or express your point of view in Parliament; Ik  cause if  wx each 
work on onr own, wx will not extricate ourselves from tin t situation. 
The ptogiam must also come fiom sou; if you have any ideas, pass 
them on in  us. If, for example, a member of Parliament made a 
suggestion about an economic matter, a highway or a hridge, anil 
Parliament approved, we would see to it  that the suggestion was 
carried nut. You can ice that the piogratn depends not only on 11s, 
hut on you loo

On July 19, J.iininiiif><] visited StaniayvU/i <md delivered two 
tficedtct outlining Ilia fttogfOM T in y  aic reproduced here word /or 
word, iu recorded lax.

I SI’KKCII IN STANLKYVILLK

Congolese Unity

We have already sent certain people away, and we will continue 
to do so. We want the Congo to be a really free country, a country 
whose inhabitants, block and while, live in peace. We mutt see that 
human charily and fraternity reign in out country. The Kuropcans 
who have remained among us must be protected; we must prove that 
the Congolese people are a decent people, there are no mote Ha 
kongos, 110 mote Bangalat. no more Wageniat, only one free people. 
We ate all eiliecus and we mint safeguard national unity.

Yesterday llutopeant tried to divide in: they tried to divide the 
Bakongos and the Bangalai; they tried to divide Kauvuhu and Lu



171 w im u m m ’i  pro om m

mumbi; and wc etc proving Jo all these people dial today we arc 
united. (Appfuuw.)

And we arc going lo safeguard nur national unit), for II is t l i i i  
unity l in t  w ill make the Congo a gical nation in lire hcatl of Afiica, 
and the Congo ii  going lo play a great tolc In liberating the ic 
mnindcr of Africa tomorrow. W c waul the African continent lo be a 
free continent.

Sexual liqua litf

Ami our women who are here, who arc listening to sir and hearing 
what wc have lo u y  — we want our women to be at our ride. 
Women must no longer be shunted aside. We want to Use 011 an 
equal fooling with om women

IKaftitl Afircdiiixation

W c want to turn command of the aimy, the administration, the 
police, all the positions of leadership over lo Congolese. And the 
Kuro|xam who remain among ns will simply he advisers.

We want these leaders lo pcifnim llic lr new jobs conscientiously, 
competently, palnatkally; and any Congolese who does not want to 
woik for the national cause must he removed from his post, even if 
his mime should happen to lx  Kosavubn or l.umumh;

We want honest |xople, people who will work for the connliy. 
W e want people in a few months lo say: ' ‘ f l ic  Congo is icd ly 0 
free country."

And if  the man appointed chief of police or (ommandei of the 
Force Fublicprc doesn't know French, lie can speak in Swahili or 
Ungali: we have our national Flemish. (Ixiug/itor, applauii, and 
thoutt 0 f  ‘■VhvniF’]

We arc going to visit the military troops now, tire police camp; 
wc will have contacts with Congolese officials; we are going to nurne 
administrators, police commissioners, judges, today. All posts must 
he occupied by Congolese today, not tomorrow [Apptdusa ]

And then all of us logethci, dear brothers, dear listen, factory
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worked fliul office worked, intellectuals and manual labored, rich 
and |>onr, Africans and Kmopcani. Cnlholtcs and Protest Jill*. Kim 
bangulilt and Kilavvalntt alike, one and muled, w ill build a great 
nation.

A Coll In Older

Oiionlalc Province inn it be a model province. Ilic tc  muvl uni lie 
the sliglilcst disturbance in Oticnlalc Pmvincc. Not a tingle liuro 
pcan's peace mutt be dliturbed. Not a tingle hostile cry mutt be 
ifltscd against a I'iuropcan. You must welcome even thnic who mis 
Iicaled ns yesterday; you m int prove jour goodness of heart.

It it  you who w ill be the honor of out republic; it it you who will 
Ik  the glory of our young country, we aie going to get around the 
present obstacle* and unmount them

I have always told you: we have no armi. We don't need aritu. 
le t  111 mobilise to hhcralc our country. You have liitcued to me; 
today our COUIltiv i* liberated. V/iuru 1* here. \Apftlmiu. ihcn tt of 
" U h w u r\

I give you unotliei watchword today: la make older icign 111 
OnentaJe Province, to make peace reign. Anyone who coma to you 
and says, "Le t’* go attack 10 aud io, k t ’i  go attack a white, let'a at
tack that black who was u mcmlicr nl th r PNP" —  anybody who 
sail that to yon it the enemy of our freedom. |Appfuus«.) And you 
yourselves w ill he the police If you tee n child throwing ilnnrs, if 
you sec someone insulting <1 woman, you mml arrest him nr take him 
to the police. |A/>pJoi«e.] And if  you obey me aiul follow my orden, 
you will tee that we will reach a second stage, nud then we will go 
on from there.

7 7 i« Unman Iiiw ifm auf

There will be work tomorrow. We arc going to sec that all of you 
whn arc unemployed hove jobs. You mmt give us a little  lime, 
though. Just because the Congo has gotten i l l  independence doesn't 
mean that money hat fallen from heaven or 11 going tn fall from
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heaven; that it  not true. We must redouble our efforts We muil 
now drink one bolllo of beer for lire |inaudihlc passage] instead of 
(v\o bottles. Our women mint work; everyone mutt go out into the 
holds. We mutt mobilize to create a national economy, j  ptospeiom 
rural economy. Don't get the idea that the Congo i i  going to de
velop with capital from outride the country, ' l i n t  is not true. Capital 
l l  necessary, hut fntt we oundves m uil work. Cur cflort. W e muil 
gel to work and combat idleness and sbiftlcssncii- Follow uv. It it 
a pleasure to pre-tent Mr. Djiu, the am lunailnr of Ghana, to you 
here; lie hat conic to bting you greetings from the people of Ghana. 
|A/>/>/«ruJ0; about* of "Ghana.”  “ U/runrJ")

T h ft n proof that the African peoples aic unites! today. The in 
dependent African peoples me not against the West; they arc not 
againtl Kurope; rather, we arc for friendship Ire tween the former 
powers and our count lies. Futopeans have accomplished .1 great deal 
m Afrit a and we die gtalcful for their efforts.

W e lim ply dtk that they understand the need for change that it 
unavoidable The Ghanaian troops have come <0 the Congo to help 
yon, to bring order to (h it country.

Dear brother!, dear sitter*, follow ut. march with lit, we arc go
ing to bring cider |A/>/>fdiJ(«.|

II- A D D R I1SS T O  TJIK  SOI.DIKIIS OF S 1 A N U  YVII.U -.

before fulling the roll of (lie officers to whom we have handed 
over command of our national army, I w ill permit myself to make 
a few specific remark* in the name o f the government.

The fact that our government i* turning command of our at my 
river to nationals in no way means that we arc forcing aside the Bel
gian officer* and noncommissioned officers who arc among u* and 
who tomorrow will help the Congolese leaders cieate 0 well-run 
unny. The Congolese National Army owe* its present organization 
to the Belgian officers who fought side by side with us for eighty 
yean to make the Congo a great free country. The Congo has lie-
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come an independent country. I l l  political, imhtaiy, locial, and eco
nomic itiiic tu rc i m int alio ehougc at .1 icu ill of tin t independence. 
W 11 cutvel a country anywhere 111 the world licconKt independent. 
Ilic kadculnp n| Ihul counliy must be luudcd ovci lo naiinnali, In 
accordance with the piinciplet lo th  <il public- ami domeilic law and 
ul intcmational law. A country that liai become indcpendcnl mult 
Coll on men, technician!, and oflkert who lu te  i l t  confide HOC lo 
help it; and il 11 above all in the Belgian ofTiccn who etc among in 
dial we place Ih ii confidence. Though we may have a political quar
rel today with the Hclgian government, Ih ii mutt not afltcl ida- 
liou i between in and the Belgian! who have leltled in tin t country, 
or IkIwccii 0111 tokiicn und the Bclgi.ni ufficeit and nanconimit- 
tioned officer! among them. We mutt luolc beyond the niiiUkct 
that have licen made and ice the man; we mutt ice the human elc 
mcul. Ami I can u y  lo the nffitc it who aic among u i here today: 
tlic ic arc tonic of your number who have fled: I here arc tame who 
have k i t  Ixcautc then comcicnec wat liouhkd. D ill tlicic die Bel
gian officer 1 and uoiitommmioucd officer! who have courugcouily 
leiuoiucd with the Congolctc tioopt hci-.iuie they it i l l want lu icivc 
•hit coimtiy; we jay to Iheic ofliecu uni government hai confi
dence in you, we me counting a gicat deni on you.

We know that out officcrt may lack experience in ih ii aica 01 
that, but it  it you who ate going lo help them.

T lic ic  aie ultu bail cicincuh uinoiig 111. There me tome among 
the Belgian officcit: tlicic arc loine among the government official!; 
Ih ii i i  true in every counliy in the wuild; no 1 weeping gencial Hale 
iiicn l can be inode. Thetc had dementi rnuvl kavc; they aic the 
d ie t who arc contaminating lile here in the Congo. And oik< all 
lliote people who me determined to puntic the tim e gicat talk ol 
building the great Congolctc nation renuin Ikic, I am convinced 
that we w ill create a handiwork that the Congolctc people and the 
Belgian people w ill be pioud of. as they already arc. We do not 
want to give the impicuion that what we ate doing today i i  d i
rected against the while man, not at all. We aie merely setting up
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new intlilu lions as u result nf rim independence that we have won, 
while remaining friends wiih Belgium. And if  Belgium is nuking 
mistakes today, we du not want to imitate her. It n her own affair 
if she compromises herself. And when we say Belgium, we dn not 
mean ihe entile Belgian nation, but only the handful nf men ill 
power, lire few men whn regard this country only as an opportunity 
for exploitation, domination, and Ihe furthering nf a few selfish in' 
tcrcsts. But the Belgian people <11 •  whale always receive w  with 
open arms when we go to nclgium.

And we wunl the Belgian people to know that the Congolese peo
ple still feel friendly toward them and ih.it the Belgian officers wlm 
aic here can help ns. as they have in the past, and help our officers 
create a well run new Congolese unity.

A t  ro. jo  i*.\i. o n  T t i r s d a y ,  July ig , </i* C on jo in * rwfrornrf ra d io  

b ro u d c M t  d  rpeec/i b y  t . u u w m b * .  T h e  c o m fd e le  te x t  n o d s  a t  Jo I I o h i

My dear compatriots.
W e have just enme back to Ixopuldvillc (hit evening, after a Iwu- 

day slay m Stanleyville, where I arrived Inst Saturday with the chief 
nf state. Huiing those two days we nude important appointments 
within th< army, the police force, und (lie administration. When 
we arrived in .Stanleyville, the situation was pailicnloily culm in 
Orientate Province. But Belgian parulioopcis landed at Bunia at 
a : r . M .  on Monday to pursue their mission of aggression and 
provocation They immediately opened fire on Congolese linops. 
Two Congolese soldiers were killed. The Belgian troops, moreover, 
seized arms and ammunition belonging to your national army. Sim 
ilar acts were commillrd in Coquilhotvillc. where one soldier and 
one policeman were killed, and m KIik Ji i . 1 1 k  Belgian troops lire 
creating panic ond unrest throughout the Congo.

Kvctywhcie they go they mount surpiisc utlacks on our troops. 
For ten days now the chief of state and I have been traveling all
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ovu 1 lie country to picach culm and examine the sihialiini more 
ctotcly. Our prexcncc in (lie inlcnoi of the Congo hat liccu l>cnc 
ficial in many ictpectt ami hat allowed m to uncover many tenet 
ploli that threatened lo plunge otic country into an even giavcr tilu- 
aliuu than it generally Itclicveel. Having witnmcd I lie acli coni' 
milted today by llic Belgian government in om conntiy, we cannot 
believe wli.il il told 111 ycstcnlay (01 a tingle intlant. Belgium ice- 
agnized the indc|>cndcuee nf the Congo ycxlcrdov; today the it vab 
(ilagmg IIml independence. The tninhtcis of Belgium who «igi*cd 
I lie document recognizing the Cougo'i allammcnt of intciualiniml 
Sovereignly on ]unc jo, lie fine all ihc nations of (he woild. before 
the Cougoloc nalion. aic Ihc tame immtlcrx who 'em ut occupj 
turn lioopt a few day> after the independence of llie Congo. The 
Belgian government. which made il the I'undamenlal l ow lhal the 
Como and i l l  lix picicnt piovincct formed an indivitihlc ami in- 
dmoliihlc political culily, it  the tame gnvcmmenl that hat imli- 
fiJlcd the secciiimi of Katanga, foi ihe sole ptii|>ove of keeping 
Ihc Union Minute. The proof of Ihc criminal aelt nf Belgium in 
llic Congo Inn Ihcii tkarlv eit.ihhxhcd liy Ihe a im t nf Cencral 
Victor l.nudiiU, who wat up|>oiiitcd by the chief of Mate and wax 
in )adotvilk, and now 11 u pmoncr in Klivahclhvillc, by the ap- 
poliilmenl of a Belgian conmi.uidcr in chief in Kalanga, and hv Ihc 
'ending of Belgian Iroopi ami tpcciel tuvoyi lo lhal piovimc.

One tiling 11 ccitaiu: Belgium hat dimmed itie ll in the c>et ol 
the entire work), i l l  schema will fail. 'Hie xalionl Congolctc pco- 
pk will lie llic victim. We would ralher die foi our ficedom than 
continue lo live in slavery. All Ihe life foreci of ll iit  eountiv have 
licet* mobilized lo tavc the honor of the country and comngcomly 
ekfend it t  indc|>ciKlcnce. I'lic tide of voliel tuppoit for the young 
republic h visibly mounting. Itvciy day we iceeivc maiagcv of af
fect ion and lolidaiity. from cvciy comet of Ihe globe, foi ihc jutl 
cauve we me defending. History never lakci a step backward. The 
Congolctc pcopk will lei nothing tland m their way m their eRoit
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to wipo oul every vestige 0! colonialism and impcnalism from lli«ix 
101! Nothing m ottm  <0 ui, to the Congolese government that you 
have elected, except the niteicit of our Million. And our government 
1* dctcimincd to defend ilm  sole interest to the very lim it, even at 
the coil of the liv'd of i t i  members.

In a letter we rent the icerctaiy general of the United Nations, a 
letter signed hy the chief of stole and myself, wo yet a deadline for 
llic  withdrawal of the Belgian troops We had been promised that 
the Belgian troops would withdraw1 as soon as the UN  troops ar 
rived in the Congo. The UN troops have been I11 I lie Congo for 
more than a week and the Belgian troops refuse to wllhdiaw. They 
arc continuing their aggicssiou. Tins lime lim it thal we set expires 
today, July ir>, at midnight. If the United Nations cannot satisfy 
our people, our government will lx  obliged immediately to call on 
troops nf other nations. W r cannot continue to live under the un
justified military occupation of a foreign power.

I inform publir opinion m the Congo .mil lliinuglim il the woild 
that Katanga will not be separate from the Congo. The province of 
Katanga is .111 integral part of the independent Congo, from the 
point o f view both of internal public law and o f international law. 
Just flv the province of Antwerp in Belgium will not become indc 
pendent, neither w ill the province nf Katanga liccomc independent 
111 an indqxndcnt Congo. Our great, rich country w ill remain 
united, i l l  older to play a primary role in the association nf free na 
lions of Africa.

M y dear sonipatnuts, wr me standing firmly on out feet day and 
night with you lu  defend the integrity nf our national terriloiv 
Those who it i l l  look upon the Congo as a conquered country, as 
an international market where they can come looking for gold, arc 
mistaken. The Congo is a free country. Its women and children, Its 
workers, its intellectuals will defend it. because the riches ol the 
Congo belong to them. And wo asc going to exploit them ourtelves 
10 as to make the Congo a great and prosperous nation in the een 
ter of Black Africa. And tomorrow the Western countries that envy
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m today w ill conic and seek aiylum hcic. We w ill welcome Ihcm, 
fm we aie a peace-loving country.

laing live the vmcicign and independent Republic of the Congo!

On futy 31 King Bondman uddrened the Belgian peopl« "uUh 
infinite eodnev”  and denounced the "frigh tfu l cruelty" that will 
rife m the Congo, hut hulled the " enlir* ethnic gmufu" (thou  In 
Kdldnga) th ill "have remained our ftitnd i."

Before tearing for New York to defend h it government's position 
before the United Nation*, the Congolese prime mhnilrr spoke 
o \*r the LeopofdviJJe radio on futy a a.

My d c ji compatriot!, it 11 with deep emotion that 1 addicts vnn 
today to announce an impnitaut and excellent piece nl iicwi to you. 
*1 lii* piece of newt w ill plcatc yuu gicatly. ' I l i i i  pkee of iicwi u til 
comfort you

'I lie day that out young, vnvcicign. and indc|Kndci)t republic wav 
biulally attacked by Belgian lioopr. we leaded i in media tel v. My 
government, with Die enlite appmv.il o l the chief of itutc. m il 
ecawlevv up(>c 1I1 to the United Nation! day after day. 'lire  Security 
Council amweretl out ap|xal by sending ilv troops to the Congo. 
Accoidmg to the dccnion nf the United Nations Security Council, 
Belgium was <0 withdraw ilv tioopi from tho Congo. 'Ih c  Belgian 
government, hacked lay il» financial gioups and the enemies of oui 
freedom, refined In ahide by the dccnion nf the highevt interna 
Ii011.1l tiibunal.

Oui government bad decided to lend a dckgalinu to New Yoik 
as vooii iv posnhlc. ' l l i i i  delegation wat made up of M r Tltomai 
Kama, the minister anigned to the United Nalioni, and Andie 
M.mdi, the state secretary in Ihc Ministry of Porcign Affain. 'Ihc 
government continued to appeal to the United N itionx each day 
fm i l t  help in ridding the country nf enemy Imopv immediately. I 
finally decided, with the approval of Parliament, to go to New York 
pc non illy in cider to defend out govcmmcnt'i petition and pul
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t l i r  realities of the tilun lio ii ill the Congo before iiilcrn itiuna l upin 
•on My depatluic far New Yoik w it announced by Hie suislant 
secretary gtncti)l of the United Nations, who it  in ! copoklvillc i t  
the moment. I am leaving for the United Slates today fiom l^o - 
pokJville. ‘Hie puiidcnt nf the Chamber and a pailiaineniaiy dele
gation. a immlKr of deputies and tenaton, together with a number 
of mcmbei* of the government, w ill accompany me on tin t Inp. At 
5:40 tin t morning. I tcccited a telephone tall from New York 111- 
(onning in nf ,1 gnat victuiy ‘Ilie  Security Council, which repic 
rent* eve i t  nation Ihroiigbmil the world, hat ju it now patted an 
impmtaiil retolutiun, tind ti I lie ICitm of which the Ik lg iin  lioopt 
mu it  Icate the tcintoiy «f out republic tomoirow, 01 day aftei to 
morrow ot the vciv latcil The independent ptendo gotemment of 
Katanga, second, w ill ncvci at any time he recognircd by the United 
Naliont. Katanga bclangt cut holy to the Republic of the Congo. 
The tecrelaiy general of the United Nation*, wlio w ill arrive in Leo 
Ih ii coining Monday, w ill make it hn particular duty to tec to il 
that the iiilcgnty of our national territory i« ictpeelcd and that Del 
gian lioopt arc evacuated. My deal lom panloli, lin t it  the victory 
that we have won today. A t 1 have ulwayt raid, the liu t li w ill t r i
umph in the end. The truth it  that the Congo, the country of our 
forcfathcii, belong! to ui. Ami Katanga tou.

I tpokc la you on the radin two dayi ago. I told the inteinutiunal 
pats that Iklgium would fail. And that her plots against ui would 
fail tou. And Urlgium has, in fad, tuffcicd a humiliating defeat to 
day in the United Nations.

Hclgium woni thcie lo accuic lit Hclgium went there to accuse 
urn government. Hclgium scut us occupation troupi. H ie  cntiic 
world h n  rendered ui justice. The entire world has u id  dial we 
aic light. T lic  despoilert of nut wealth, the im liga lo it ol the plan 
for the secession of K.-itanga, the criminals who have destroyed the 
friendship between die Congo and Hclgium. a friend and 0 Cltiis- 
tian nation, w ill regret hiving been so stupid. Out brother Tshombe, 
who tiicd to servo the interests of our enemies, the interests of for



JULY i960 |8l

ogiicn, die in lc ra li nf the colonialists of Katanga, the interests of 
ic ifitli men u tlic r than the interest) of hit countty, of hii native 
land, nf Ins black brother*, will be judged by the people trmsoriow 
The |>eopl< of Katanga who tend ui telegram' every day Id ling us 
of their disapproval of Tihornlie and condemning h it criminal act), 
will rejoice today tn learn l lu l Katanga it  't i l l  |iart of a united 
Congo. The people of Kalanga who feared that the Congo |>fc| 
would dominate I h i' province will icpiicr today lo learn that the 
United Nations doci not approve of what Belgium hat done. I in 
vite each of you tn drink a glass ol beer tonight lo celebrate this 
victory. We have no bitterness toward tin flelgians: we arc going to 
piovc lomonow that the Congo it a |>eacc loving country, and um 
people a palienl people, a decent people, who want only to live in 
peace witi« whiter.

We know vccy well that many Belgian) in Hclgium do uni ap
prove nf the policy of the government m jiowcr at all.

When we go lo Belgium, we are always welcomed with open 
aim* by the Belgians, by then wives, hv then children. We would 
like the Belgians who icinaiii among us, the Belgians of good will, 
to lie profeetcsl loo. to lie welcomed in the same way that they 
have welcomed ns in their country. T lio ic  wdio regard the Congo 
only as a countiv to come fortune hunting in, those who see in the 
Congo only a chance tn rhaic in the dividends of colonial com
panies, u few ic lfi'h  financial groups, the government in power in 
Belgium — these arc the people who were at the bottom of this plot 
and this situation we are going through today.

It i i  the Belgian ambaivadoi who it pailly responsible for what is 
happening today. Belgium iccognircd the independence ol the 
Congo and cslablrshed the fundamental I.aw, which specifically 
slates that the six present provinces constitute an indivisible and 
mdissoliihlo political entity, und yet it Is Belgium that has sent oc
cupation troops to Kalungu It is Belgium that has sell! a special 
envoy to Tshomlsc; it i i  Belgium that has instigated the secession 
o f Katanga, for the one purpose of keeping the Union M iu iirc , of
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basing control of our cosmtiy. W c uigc oil Ilic people in Ihiv conn 
liy  lo remain cairn, and io follow our iiislruclions We want liuio- 
peatis lo stay litre with m, especially technicians, engineers, leach* 
crs. agronomists. and to un . We want technicians 10 stay. 
People vsliu arc not indispensable should jo  back lo their own 
country.

I l ic  chid of state and I went to Katanga. The Belgians drove m 
away. A i we wetc circling I lie oilfield in Katanga al ten o'clock a| 
night, they turned out the light* and told us that Katanga was in 
dependent. Since sve wanted lo go tu Kaiititu. wx k f t  our plane. 
'I hey drove u i to f.uluabouig by car, ai if  wc had bun  |inwnisr» 
We had tieen planning to nuke important appointments within 
the Jinn, the police force, and the administration.

W c want all territorial administrators thioughout the conntiv to 
he Congolese. vse want all district coimniiwoncn to Im Congolese. 
A plot hai been hatched with the fascitis of Katanga lo cniuie that 
it will be ndgians wlm continue to hold (hue potli, They arc tiy 
mg lo  set up j ii economic dictatorship in Katanga, (unitary to the 
interests of the popular masses. Our brothel Tthomhc w ill regret 
ihis. Kataugj w ill never he independent. Katanga remains a Con 
golcve province, a piovincc of out icpuhlic. Thou; who have hatched 
plots agaiml our republic, those who have launched this attack 
against the external safety of our slate, will lie luoiighl tx fo ic  the 
l» r of justice of uur republic. Hie chief o f state and I have pledged 
our solemn word to the entire nation that wc will safeguard the 
unity and the integrity of this counity. It Is dm unity, this strength, 
which w ill make the Congo a great power, a gical nation, in the 
heart ul Alack Africa. People have tried lo cause dissension between 
the chief uf Hate and me. hot to divide is to rule W c realized this. 
Therefore there is |x ifc< i accord between the chief of state. Mr. Kasa- 
vubu, and myself; wc have exactly the vjtnv opinions and think ex
actly alike, and not so much as a needle could he slipped between 
ut in our iclatioiiv. This has given us the strength to tiuvcl through
out the country, braving heal, cok', and hunger, to gel close i lo the
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unmet, to ipc jk  w ith om people, at the ink of out lives, jik! thus 
lar escape all attempt* made on them, and tlm  strength, tin* unity 
Ik  tween like thief of state and myself i< what constitute* the 
strength of the Congo today It is this unity which has led us to 
pcolot to the United Natiom day after day. demanding the im
mediate depatture nf the Belgian lumps, nf the enemy lioopt, uf 
llie occupation troops; and the United Nations has listened in ns to 
d.n. and we have said llu t  il thcic was no way of obtaining immedi
ate satisfaction, we would aik for Soviet ind Afro-Asiatic truopi 
Wr arc not now communists ami we never will lx , despite the 
campaign of dciliueliu ii Jiiel obtliuclio ii that enemies of our mile 
pcudrticc luvc waged throughout the cnunliy. We ore simply Af 
ricans. We do not want to subject ourselves in any foicsgn influ
ence. we want untiling to dn with am inspuited doctrines, whether 
Iroin I hr West, from Russia. nr hum America. The Congo rciium i 
the Congo We flic Africans We w ant to nuke I lie Congo a gn at 
her nation. We do not want to escape one d icu toriltip  only to fall 
iKiicath another. We ate not what |ieoph- think vv-c air. because vve 
are a detent |>roplr 

We lie honest: if we hod wanted to sell our country out. to get 
money hem imperialists, as they have ufleicrl, there would I k  110 
change, there would he no pinhlcim Inday. Because we want to 
serve the intcicsls of our people, uf mu nation, nothing m itten  to 
in except defending om country and serving the nation. Those w!m> 
waul lo make dealt with the eapitulists can do ro; that is their husi 
ness; thusc- who want lo make millions can do so; that is then 
business, and they arc the unet whu will base a guilty conscience. 
Dear brOtlicif, you ran now see thcbciu litso l unity. We ask omdcpii 
tics, uui senatois, all the people to unite, lo follow out example, so 
l lu l  at eliikltcii of this united country, workers and intellectuals, 
rich ami poor, adults and children, boyr and girls, all uf ui together 
may build >1 great Congo, a strong Congo, so as lo liberate the test 
of Alrira, lo liberate out brothcis who are .still under foreign domi 
nation; dear brothcis, the work that we ire pursuing, the work of
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national liberation, of building tho country, it  a work th il I might 
lig lillv  cull n divine work; we imist foigivc those wlio arc attacking
m today. We must live witli the Kuiopenns who ........ .. among us
ji brothers We mint welcome them to oui (ountiy; our enemies 
will depart.

We aic going to cupel all undesirable dementi, those who still 
want to mislre.il )tin, who still want to oppress you. We will allow 
only fiiends to stay here with us. Belgians and Furopcani of gaud 
will, of good faith, those who realize that the Congo I1.1t changed. 
Hut the Congo belongs to the Congolese, that the Congolese must 
inn their own count iv. These people must stay, uud we w ill also tall 
on olher nations, on other Belgians in Belgium, who obviously do 
not approve of svliat the memhria of the government in posscr are 
doing m tlieii alUmpt to see to it that the Congo remains a con 
epic red count rs — isn't shat right?

I am going to the United States today with 0 delegation oi voui 
leaden. We aic going to establish contact with many gioups with 
regard to problems concerning industrialization and the develop 
incut of 0111 cniinliy. Mum Icclmicians have k ft. Onr couits have 
no magistrates today There has been blackmail. People have tried 
to sabotage our independence. but we arc still on mu feet. We ore 
going to tighten out bells and prove lli-il, like the United States, 
uur country w ill be built by the labor of its sons and not by hold 
ing out out bands and begging here and there.

You know about the French Resolution; France was built with 
the labor of each of its men and women citizens. The Belgian Res
olution in 1830 drove the Dutch out o f the count iv; the Belgians 
base worked hard and everybody has said that Belgians arc an ill 
duslrious people, we Congolese people ate a great nation loo, greater 
Ilian Belgium, sichii than Belgium, and tomorrow we will prove 
that we c-an hmld our country through the effort of each and esesy 
onc of u i withoiil Ixggiug for money auywhcie; this it the only way 
that we can save this great couulry, dear hiolhcrs, dear listen, dcas 
citizens. This Is the message I bring you a few hours before leaving
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fos llic  United Slates: remain united, drink. lia%c a good lunc, celc 
brate out victory tonight, rejoice, cclcbiate the eJcpailmc of the en
emies of out country tonight. mid when I come b id  with lechlli 
c iio i, with tcaclicii, with engineers for *11 the necessary cadres, we 
w ill then icnd the beat of our w m  abroad to learn. 10 that in five 
years the Congo may hove it» nun technicians in every field 'Hie 
enemies who aie sabotaging u i today will knock on the Congo'* 
doors tomorrow to ask lot hospitality and we will tell them the 
Congolcic people arc u proud people who feel no hiltcincss. Ynu 
can tome back lure, dear btolhcrs. I urge you to follow this watch
word and rejoice, and not treat Ihc Kuropcani ciuclly or raise a line 
and ciy against then), but rather make them feel al I ioiuc in our 
country.

A new- climate is needed today to get 0111 economy going again: 
the strife m int cease, this disorder was earned by out enemies, and 
it i» my belief lhat your leaders have protected your m lc ie ili today 
rind that you w ill listen to us. You blacks and whites in mu conn- 
lay — nil of us me going to huild out country together.

Long live Ihc Republic of tlicCougol
I .ong live freedom I

UmitldUfely ufxm h it tfrrrvW in the United Stole*, on fitly  ay, 
LnrtluniNl c*rfltd  <t fi/ext confeionct.

PRKSS C O N FI'R KN C K  IN Nl-.W  YORK

Ccntlcmcn of the press, I am pleased to lie hcie with you to tell 
you about the problem* of the Congo. I came to the United Slate* 
to meet with the secretary gcncial of the United Nations and give 
him an objective report on Ihc causes of events in the Congo and 
ask his help in icmoving Belgian tiuops from (Ik  territory of our 
icpuhlk forthwith, so that peace may be immediately icstorcd 
Peace w ill not Ik  restored as long as Belgian troops remain in the 
Congo.
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I lie icstonng of oidci and peace in the Congo Uc|xnds on the 
withdrawal of llic ic  ticops I am going tu give yon a very brief re 
port, became I would rather spend this time answering <|ucstion» 
von want to ark me. International opinion m int have .ill the need 
»ar) irifiiTnution alioul the illuation in the Congo. T Ik  Until mmt 
be citahlnhcd. Mail) o f you know aliout the Congo or the event* 
in the Congo through dispatches from new* agencies. These dis
patches sometimes contain ihmgv that arc not true.

The Belgian pres*. the Belgian ikwi agency, hat elcliltcratcly 
waged a campaign to nmlead puli Ik  opinion, ami their report* nf 
Ilieic incident* have been grossly cxaggciufcd. Hut the truth lu * 
conic to light today. A* you know, the Congo wai colonized hy 
Belgium for eighty yeaij. We lived in sincere friendship with the 
Belgians for eighty year*. And when the Belgian* came to nm coun
try. we welcomed them with open arm*, liven today the Belgian* 
who live among our people have not complained about the behav
ior ol Africans. W hile  the French and the Knglnh were cndeii’or- 
iug to bring about the politicj] emancipation of the Icriitoncs no 
dci llic ii mlc. the Belgian adminiitiation did nothing. I do udnut, 
on tl*c other hand, that ptogios wai made from the point of view 
of the economic and iociiI dcvclopinenl of the Congo. W e ictog 
nitre the efforts made by the Belgian* and the foreigner who set
tled in our country. Hut nothing win done to bring about the |w lil 
ka l emancipation of the Congolese. We waged u doper ate snuggle 
to lice our country (mm it* colonial Haim, tu make the Congo a 
fire  continent, an independent country. Our policy war based on 
uonviotcnce, and all our efforts were made in ib ii spirit: -and despite 
pciscciilion, aibiliary arreitt, und |>ri*oii sentence!, we never lent 
licarl. We loitgbl to the very end, until Belgium recognized our 
right to self determination We met together at a Bound Table 
Conference in Belgium, and thanks to this conference it  wa* dc 
cided that the Congo would attain its independence on June yo. 
iqfto We went back to the Congo; a Genera! I'xecntive College



.iik I piovincia) committees Merc x t  up lo lake over lire poliltc.il and 
administrative direction of lit*  Congo fioin I lie month of Jamuiy 
to | one 30. W e worked within this rallegr. and iccnntmcndrd many 
reforim l lu l  were never carried out. l-'rom the monlli of January lo 
lilt- month of June. 1960. lire Belgian administration, the Belgian 
government, did utmost nothing lo  make the transfer of power to 
the Cnngoleic easier. Cad rev were not ret up, at in other colonics 
when the adminulTJlion in power decides lhat the rountiy will he 
giantcd its independence'.

throughout Africa, in all the cnunltics that have won their inde
pendence, their attainment of independence hm always hern pre
ceded by a period o f uigaui/atlun, hut nothing of the sort WJJ done 
in the Congo We at trilled our national sovereignty ori | line go. On 
|nlv i, not 11 tingle official position wav in the hands of Ahicimv. 
’I he administration, the police, the- aimy were still ahsoluicly and 
ciitiic lv.one hundred puccilt. in Ih r handi of Belgian officials. Nat- 
urallv, Ihcrc was immediate discontent M ilita iv pcitoimcl demanded 
refonns in the aimy. Ixmg before mdc|xndcn(c we asked Ccncinl 
(amicus, the coinmaudcr in chief of llic l oice I’ ublnpic. mi Ih icr 
occjsiuns to give ns a plan for mgjnmng and Afiicanmng the 
armv. Kach lime lie laid ui. m the presence of the governor gcnrial. 
l lu l h r did not apptovc uf the reforms ssc had in mind, and that 
mils .1 responsible government (mined on the basis uf the election 
rcliiniv could dmw np new regulations fur the arms. We were pa- 
tient, and the gesermnent came to [sower on [tine ^0. As prune 
ministci and minister nl national defense, I (old lh« gene ml again 
that refonns slssulistch* had lo he inslilulcd, and that it  Ihcic te» 
forms were m il made immediately, ssc might very well l)e faced 
with an army icsoll w illnn a few dayi, because (lie militais be
lieved that independence was benefiting only the civilian caches. As 
a matter of fad. we did have Congolese 01 piovmcial eoiliMclon, is 
deputies, as sciialms, and as minister!, among them the chief of 
■tile, Bui there h id  been no promotions in the army. I icccivrd
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cimplaints front the military eveiy day; I received visiti every day. 
J||<] each time I mentioned l l i i i  to tlie general or to Colonel von 
Hoorcbeck. mv chief adviier for national defense And my pwpoi.di 
were flatly reacted each time The gcueul told the milit.uy Hint 
"there could lie no change in the army." And I can omne you that 
the diiconlent of tlie Congolese mditaiy was (otleictl and piowikcd 
hy Belgian officers.

A few days later, there was i  mutiny, as you all know. T hu  revolt 
was not entirely motivated hy hatted ol the Belgian officers; ii was 
also j legitimate complaint, m ulling front the serious psychological 
and politic.il errors committed by the Belgian government and the 
Belgian officers As soon .11 these incidents occurred, the chief nf 
stale and 1 immediately pcisonally visited military camps in the 
lamer Congo. Thysslllc. Matadi, Banane. Muandi. and Roma, to 
ntalcc an on the spot investigation and proceed In appoint Congo 
Icic. When we arrived in Matadi, we wetc accompanied by the min 
islet ul justice, and wvgavc specific instruction! to the Belgian mag 
islratci to open an inuncdliti' investigation. The coiiinl-gcntial had 
infointcd us that white women bad been instilled, and we sakl that 
i f  inadmissible acts bad in lacl been eoninnllcd against while 
women by either l;.uro|Hans 0t Afticjns, the gm uiiincn l and ihc 
courts thuuld tike inn iKdiltc steps Became out goseinment until 
protect all nationals and all foreigner equally, with no distinction 
between them whatsoever, and we must see that urdet is restored 
lliiougliout the country. The magistrates wetc given imlruclinns to 
I hoi effect. 'Ilie te  aic no black magistrates in the Congo. The en
tire corps of magistrates is in the hands of the Belgians. Although 
we gas* such insl ructions and unis ted that immediate measures be 
taken, there were no arrests. And this would lead us to believe dial 
the facts brought to out attention were not absolutely true. 'I he 
Belgian minister nf foreign affairs came before the Security Coun 
cil here ta declare that while women had been raped. I apologize 
for tiling t l i i i word, but it was precisely the one that was employed
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an<l I would like the liu th  to be established. Hut to elate no guilts 
|» itv  has been inc ited, even though the magistrates, wIk> jic all 
Belgians, have every power at their dispoul. and even though we 
have given instructions to this cflcd

Lies have been circulate*! to discredit oui government. our conn 
try. The Congolese people are .1 decent people. Not a tingle Kuio 
pcau has been killed in our country lor eighty yean, because lire 
black man hod no desire to do so. Kuiopcam have lived among 111 
for eighty years, but they base ncvci been bothered even in remote 
pa its o f the coimlry. What bos happened iit the Congo has hap 
pelted all over the woild. The populace as a whole hat not jutlicl* 
paled in lliere disturbances The populace has icmaiucd calm and 
continues to trust its leaders. For us Congolese, independence does 
not mean the expulsion of KuropeJiis or the expropriation of their 
purport)-- Hie independence that vse base (ought tn win merely 
meant Ibal we must govern ourselves and build our country, in liar 
mony, collaboration, and friendship with tin- llclgiant anil the foi- 
cignen who have settled among ns.

Ever since it bar taken over, our government bnr consistently 
taken a |rusilion in favor ol maintaining |Mopet relations with all 
friendly countries. This |>osition icinains a firm one, as does oui 
friendship with the llclgian |>eoplc. We have no desire to attack 
Belgium as a country in any way. When we have visited Belgium, 
we have always IrcCil welcomed with open aims Irv the Belgian!, by 
Di-lginn women and children and all classes of people. And when 
the Belgians came to out country, they were alio warmly welcomed. 
We ourselves invited lire king of the Belgian] and the highest of 
ftci-its of Belgium to attcird the ceremonies celebrating 0111 inde
pendence. Kven though it was picdktcd that the worst sort of 
tilings would happen on tire thirtieth of June. there was absolute 
calm. Independence wm proclaimed amid the gicalcsl happiness 
and enthusiasm. Whiles and blacks alike celebrated mu Independ
ence. We welcomed the king 0# the Belgians and his entourage tu
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mu country, and there wcic no incidents. We freely signed o ticaly 
nf fncndihip Jlid aid with the Belgian guvcrmnenl: we were sub 
jetlcd In no pressure whatsoever.

W lia l explanation is th tie  fm the fact llia l Incidenls occurred a 
few days later? I low can we be accused of being agaiusl lhe Bel 
guns when we ourielsci signed this licaty only yestetday? ‘I here ii  
a reason hit (hit. jncl this rejion has been kepi hidden (rum you. 
You have been given a IjIsc piclute of the problems of I lie Congo. 
Gentlemen nf the press, svhat ssc have done in our countiy Ij wlial 
has been done in every country. You may iccall the revolution lliu l 
too l place here m Ameiica; a people Hut had long been colonized 
hod to fight for liberation. and it was I x c ju k  uf this noble struggle
ili.il (he American people have become ishat they aic today and 
lh.il all the Oh/cus here in America. I lie country of ficcdom and 
justice, have pooled their efforts In huikl then great nation "f litre 
n also the example uf the French Kevolution. 1 here wai no ques* 
tion uf black* or whiles involved in t ln \  case, lu ll flic  French hast 
lo fight lo put an end to in|ut|icc and exploitation. And we know 
what Fiance has accomplished loday thanks to thu fight fen if* free 
dom. We also know w lu t Belgium did lo free itself (tom foreign 
domination; Belgium became indc|>cn<lcnt in i8$oas u icm ll. ’1 here 
was also (he Human Revolution. They too had to fight for tlic ii 
findotu. And today Afnea is fighting for it* ficcdom

I can assure you that Ihcic is no hatred fur Hie while mail m the 
Congo. What ssc have retailed agaiusl, and will continue lo ichel 
.igainsl, is injustice, unjustified domination, being hoodwinked The 
Congolese people aic a peace-loving people, who want only to list 
in pcacs* and fricndilnp with Fsnopeans and with citizens of any 
ond every nationality. We thank the Senility Council, which soled 
unanimously in favor ol Belgian troops withdrawing Horn the Congo. 
I hi* unanimous vote truly proves that the spirit that moved all the 

nations represented on the Security Council is one of friendship and 
solidarity toward the Congo anil all of Africa. Undci the Icim i of 
the licaty that w« signed w i i l i  the Belgian government on June iq,



JU I.V  1960 191

article 6 provide* dial Belgian hoops will not intcivcnc in any way 
in Ihc Congo except .it I lie expects icqucst o l llic Congolese gov 
eminent. Oui gmerntmnl hat j I  no time made such a icqucil 
liven if  at a certain jnnelmc we found il ililTicull lo cimnc the pen 
tu lio n  ol the inhabitants nl I lie COuniiy, (lie only thing the Belgian 
government could do was lo pniposc M1.1l tioops be acul. And bv 
ll»c tennt of Ih it licaty. il u iii up In us lo icqueil the inlcsscnlion, 
(lie help nl Belgium Hut Belgium m.idc no cfloil lo  consult us. 
T liicc  nr four days alter i l  was signed. Belgium hamplcd this heals 
underfoot. the Belgian guvcriiiiicnl violated Ih it ticaty. I l tcnl nc 
cii|Mlion irunpi into out cotiuliy. under llie absolutely false pretext 
that it was thus protecting Belgians Though (he fault lay entirely 
with the Belgian gosernment, i l  look advantage of llie troubles lhal 
hx l oeemred in Ihe Congo because it had nol created rallies mid 
had gmiilcd ns indc|icntlencc with no preparation whalsocsci. Il 
ssas cntiiely this government's fault thal it  had giaulcd m hide- 
|>cikIciicx- without creating any soil of radio.

And wlial does this tiealy of fiiciidsldp rcpicscnl today besides 
hypocrisy anil false pictcnsci? Belgian troops aic pouting into Ihc 
Congu, into even rornri of llie  rensnliy, etc 11 111 places where no 
tiuiopcan has over been tinea lend . Anil the hut thing llie  tioups 
do when they dime ii open liic  on Congolese hoops, kill soldiers, 
and w ire amis and ammunition lhal belong lo o u r army, aims thnl 
base been bought with our money. Anil ihc Congo loday lives in 
an atmosphere of le iro i and unicst.

'l l ie  chief o f slate and I biing older whcrcvci we go. Two days 
lalei Belgian hoops auive lo  wreck what we have managed tu 
achieve

*1 he situation in Katanga is the result of a coup planned scscrol 
months in advance hy (lie Belgian government. M i. Tshumbe is lie 
mg usd ai a piopnganda tool, as a icrccu; fo i Belgium intend* lo 
keep Ihe Union M in iirc. to have cuiilm l of iiur country. We have 
proof o l llu*. I icceisc tclegiams evciy day fmm Katanga. The nvci- 
sslielming majority of Ihc populalion roundly condemns the Bel-
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ili.ui government und Tshombc far having committed llic  criminal 
d{| of declaring K o ljng j an indc|>cnclcnt country. Mac in llic  
United Stales, ai Ihionghoul llic  world, mleciulionol 0|>imon is be
ing misled: live scietsion of Katanga is being puled nfl as llic  ex
pression of the will of llic  people of Ibis province This i i  com 
plctely nnliuc. If ■ referendum were to be organized in Kot.inga lo 
determine whether the people were for recession, i t  would be evi
dent that Iliis population does mil favor secession but ra tlin  the 
unity of the country. The most tangible proof that this is a coup 
planned by the Belgian government is the fact dial it sent a Bel 
gian general lo Katanga not long ago to id  ni commander-in clilcl 
of Kalangcse tioops. The second proof i i  that the Belgian govern
ment has just sent u special envoy to Kiilanga lo contact Mr. 
Tsbomlrc. 'l  lic third proof is Use fact that on om way from l.u 
luabouig lo  Misabclbvillc, the chief of state und I landed in Ko 
mma and asked the commaik Iant of tlie base there who had au 
tlionzcd the sending of lroo|>i to l.nlnabumg ami elscwheic, since 
lie know veiy well that a Iicaly had been signed. When we landed 
i l l Kamina, Belgian soldicis there insulted ns and called ns "apes'1 
and "hoodlums." 'f l ic  Belgians svho called themselves our fiieuds 
insulted the two o f us, the chief of u sovereign stole and the head 
of government, publicly, on our own soil. W e left Kumina for Kits- 
abclhvillc We .drived at leu o'clock at night, and when sve tiicd lo 
land, the Bclgijn troops Inrucd out the lights on the airfield. ‘I hey 
tokl the chief of slate and me that i f  we gut oft the plane we woukl 
be taken piisoiicr, because Katanga had declared its independence 
and was occupied by Belgian troops. We insisted that sve hud to 
land, but the pilot told us lie couldn't bring the plone down lie 
cause lie couldn’t ice the airfield. We were forced lo turn back with
out landing, and ten minutes lite r the pilot told us 1st- had received 
oidcis to like  us diicclly back to Luluahourg, even though we had 
planned to land in Kumina one! lake our plane from there. W e were 
taken away like prisoners We llicn went lo Kindu and all ovci the 
country lo restore order, and when we got to I eopoldvrllc we met
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Ccncial Cninont, who Inld 1 lic d u d  of tlalc and me (lull he could 
tjkc  111 piiiouci because the N 'P jili airport belonged la him and 
wai unde 1 h it control Jrol I ex by, a few in im ilc i before I anived 
here, I received a cablegram informing me lhat the Belgian govein- 
ment Ii.h  jutl appointed .1 chief of ila fl Im Tihumbc and tlia l Ihit 
general hjv made a statement lo llic effect lh.il he may Slav in Ihc 
C.ongn <01 eighteen inonlhi.

Ccnlkmcn nf the press, line it  piool that it i i  not African! who 
j i c  behind what 11 tiantpiiing in Katanga Cnnliary to what it lie 
ing jnihlicly taid evciv day, M i. 'labourite it  not the pimic mmitlcr 
nl Katanga; lie it  uting that title illegally. And the Belgian press 
ta lii him by that title 10 at lo niiilcad international opinion and 
make people believe that Mr. Tihntnbc ia prime in iiiiilc r. lie  it  not 
prime minuter; he i i  pretident ul the Provincial Government, which 
merely cnjoyi .ulminittialivc autonomy within the framework of 
the Fundamental law  iet up by the Belgian government. 'Hie 
province of Knl.ing.i and the other five piovjnCCS of the Congo 
innn an indittulublc whole. And accoiding in the (''imdauicnlal 
lanr. which it  (lie piuducl of the resolutions of the Hunch 
Round Table, the conference .illcodcd by I lie leader! of Katanga, 
including Mr. Tthumbe. il it  specifically slated t lu l the Congo and 
i l l  t i i  pietcnl province! contlilulc an indissoluble and indiviiiblc 
|>olitica1 entity. And il  wai with ih ii political and economic unity 
that the Congo attained i l l  international sovereignly And it  i t  un 
thinkable (hat there ilioukl lie talk of an independent Katanga 
when Katanga it pari of llic  Kcpublk ol the Congo. 11 11 at if 
someone weic to tu> lliut a |>ail of France had become independent 
today; lhat it  nontente. I l it at if Ihc province of Anlwcrp in Bel- 
gimn were now raid to l>c inckpcndcnl; that ii immense Belgium 
thus iu lciidt to have Katanga, the rklicvt province, because the can 
not exit! without Katanga and the Congo, at the hcitc ll hat said. Ii 
it  our w iih, however, and the w ill o l uur people, In elelcud out ter
ritorial integrity. The Congo will not he divided hi any way; the 
Congo will icmaiu united. And that it  wlial w ill make Ihc Congo
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a great power in the head of Afiica. I have had the pleasure of 
Ulkmg with the seen-(ar> general of the United Nations, and I 
have had the pleasure o f reading (lie v«rClor> general'! reply to 
Mr. Tshombc In this reply, the secretary-general told him that 
recognizing the inekpemlciKC of Katanga was out of the question 
since Katanga was an integral port of the Republic of the Congo, 
jik I that tlm  was his position and the position of the United Na
tions Organization, of the Security Council. Ami we arc very pleased 
a Mb is.

The Congo does not want in live in isolation; we want to eonper 
ale with even couutiy in the world. We want the United Stales. 
France, Belgium, Great Britain, all the African countries, the Soviet 
Union — all nations willing to help m — to be able to do so, for 
the consolidation of our independence and the exploitation of the 
wealth of out counliy We will turn mi one uvvay. The Congo is a 
country t in t holds out its hand to yon. A fraternal hand. W e rec
ognize scientific, educational, and technical ptogiess I assuic jou 
l lu l,  cosiii.iiy to wh.il has been said, there is no feeling of hatred 
toward whiles in the Congo; this was a localized incident and has 
n«l orenried anywhcic except in the Mini); it is not u general trend. 
I can also tell you that the departure of Kuropcans has become a 
widespread, organized movement only to do Iraiin to us. Photogra
phers ami newsreel camcianscn and the like have been called to the 
scene so that everyone w ill get the wrong impression and say, 'The 
Congolese are driving tlm liuropcaus out o f the country." We in on 
way desired this massive departure o f lunopcans, and I have met 
with certain Belgian officials who have assured me that what has 
happened in ihc Congn Is that many Belgian functionaries do not 
want to work under blacks, ami this is hue. The Belgian govern
ment look the [Kisilioii that all Belgian functionaiics should remain 
in the Congn But these functionaries asked to go back to Belgium 
to militate fm equal status with blacks. Long Ixfo ic  independence, 
many Belgian officials lold me: we must be given a choice; every
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functionary and cvtiy Belgian agent im itl be allowed lo choctc 
whether Id remain in Ihc Congo or go luck to Belgium. And it 
we arc nol allowed tuch a choice, don't Ik  surprised if tlic ic  i f  lab 
nlagc in your adimuittralinii tomonow Ami I WJi lokl dial then; 
vteic funclionaiiei wlio weic taking advantage of this situation fin 
ihc wile purpose of gelling equal stilus ;md laying lh.il H wai im- 
jMMwblc fm litem to lontiuuc to wive in Aflica nid Iherelnie plan
ning to leave A fina cn m in t .  You must nol gel the idea lhat all 
I he Belgians who went hack lo Belgium were the victim! of liaraii- 
m in t. This n m il true .it all We me quilc ready In adinll i lu i  iIkic 

were ccilain Belgians who weie lud ly shaken In this movement 
mining I lie m ililiiiy . To elute we luve tjkcn  dll ucccsiaiy m cjiurci 
Id  pialcet Kmupcam and nationals. And lhat if  why we called upon 
Ihc United Natiuni t i l give us iniiilarv assistance filler there doublet 
Inokc out. UN’ iroupi lime aliradv aimed. Bui Ihc Belgian lioop\ 
icfuvc lo leave the Congo even though UN troops have nirived. 
‘I'licy me continuing to a tljck  our icpublic And if  peace is threat
ened in the Congo today, i t  it  not the hiull of the Cougolcvc; it  if 
Ihc f ju l l  of Ihc Belgians. I aitmc you, geiillnuen, I would even Ik I 
On il:  if  (lie Belgian lioopt leave Ihc Congo today, order w ill he 
completely restou.il five m im itti after they lu te  gone, |Kacc w ill he 
irflorcd.vunl c < 111 u I >or j  I io 11 between blacks ami w liile f at well

Bui at long ui Belgian hoops icinain in Ihc Congo lo pmtue 
their action, then uggicstiou, ( Ik ic  w ill Ik  iio peace in Ihc Congo 
And that if  why ihc pictidciil of the Chamber of Deputies, (he 
vice picsidcnl of Ihe Senate, a govcrmucnl dclcgaliuu. and I have 
come here, ill the name of the chief of stale, in Hie name of Pallia- 
incnl, ami in Ihc name of all Ihc people. In ask the tccictaiy. 
geiicial and Ihc Secutily Council lo iec that Belgian Iroops leave 
the tenitoiy of out icpuhltc innneiliatcly. The only icaton lhat Bel 
gun troops arc in the Congo it  to piovokc and cxcilc the Congo 
letc. Om people's paiiciKc u exhausted.

We arc well aware that Ihc political independence that we have
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iusi won will not benefit Hie Congo, our country, >1 it it  not im 
mediate!)1 accompanied by swift and hemiouioui economic develop 
mcnl.

Our program today u  In develop Hie wealth of our country, to 
pul everyone lo work, bccauic money i i  nut going lo f.ill horn 
heaven iusl because our country has become iiidcpcudeiil. And we 
plan to create vast cooperatives throughout Hie country to put an 
cml lo o subsistence economy for our people. To create a national 
rural economy that is prosperous and stjblc. And we hove asked 
the technical assistance of Hie United Nations so that we may begin 
studies, icview the economic potentialities uf the country, and cce 
ate new cadres. And I urn convinced. I am optimistic, that with out 
program, with our determination, and with the help already prom 
isctl us by friendly countries, the Congo wdl soon relume Us nor
mal life, within a vciy few months. And in a year, in two years, 
when the representatives of the inlet national picvs corps come to 
Hie Congo, they will find j  joyous |>coplc, j  peace loving |>copk 
thcic in the center of Africa, who w ill hold ouf their hand to them. 
And that is exactly what otu government and our people intend 
lo do.

Thcic arc those who have said Hint our government was Incapa 
hie of working ami that it  was incompetent. Gentlemen, that is 
nothing but piopagand.i. Ilc ic  in the United Stales and elsewhere 
we luve been made out to l>c individuals whose only piogram was 
lo destroy whites ami diivo them out of out country. This Is not 
hue at all Wo arc not what people think we ore. wo aie simply na- 
llonaltsls, nationalists who have long fought and will continue lo 
fight to make our country a really fiec and iiidcpcudeiil countiy. 
We aro simply nationalists, exactly like the Amcricoii nationalists 
who led a liberation movement: we aie exactly like the French, 
Russian, or Belgian nationalists, because throughout the world it 
has always been a mere handful of leaden who have guided their 
countries. We arc not against anybody.

Everything in Africa that is progressive, everything that leads to
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like u i to continue to bow and icrJ|H ! and accept everything ul- 
fcicd id , everything the colonialists offei ui. People liy  to Inly you. 
Hut we aic decent, honest men; we don't w jn t to fool anybody; 0111 
one goal lias been m liberate our countiv, 10 Iniild a free and inde
pendent nation. Thu is the Irnlh 11ml people have attempted In 
liample nndcifnot: t l i i i Irnlh ran Lc icme.iled. but in the end il 
w ill always triumph. Om polity is |Kni|ivc neutralism We will ac
cept no aid from countries that seek to institute a new icgimc of 
domination m nur comitiy. We have no desire to gel out from nil- 
del one colonial icgjnic only tn fall under another dictatorship. We 
do nut w-ant a dictalonhip in our country, we want democracy, the 
soil of genuine dcmociacy we ice here in lltc United States, for in- 
stance, wlicic every sort of philosophy is respected, whcic the dig 
nlly and the rights of each ami all aic icspcclcd; that Is what we 
w-aul to do in the Congo.

We arc against dictatorship became we aic a people who have 
king been lire victims of oppression. A nation is never liu ill In b it
terness. What is done is done. If the Helgiaus were wise, i l  the Bel 
guns vseic understanding, if  the llclgians were good psychologists, 
wlr.il Is happening today could have been avoided. We have held 
out the fraternal hand of a brotherly people, hut they have refused 
In take il and unleashed a campaign of incredible repression. The 
Congo, a sovereign and independent country, has been occupied 
mditaiily by Hclgium. We w ill not lulciatc this, any more Ilian 
l ‘'iaiicv 01 the Unilcsl States or any other nation would.

It i i  in the name nf icligioii, gentlemen, in the name nf the uni- 
seisal consciciicc of civdizjlion that you have taught us to piolcst 
against such unjust aggression, against such domination, and we 
shall continue to piolcst And we hope that international opinion 
will lie enlightened; it  must be. I am confident that the integrity nf 
the press, as licic repiciciiled. w ill cuiuic llin l the Irnlh comes to 
ligh t.‘I here has liceu a well-planned campaign In pul the problems 
of the Congo in a false light throughout the world, in the American

fU l .Y  i 9 6 0  1 9 7



sg 9 Nrw v o r r  rA t ts  coNCRttNcr

press. in (lie French | Me si. oil the radio. ’ Jliis, gentlemen, amounts 
to 3 lack ul charily tnw jid  Africa, I he African continent as a whole 
is lint opposed to the West. Africa ii  not opposed to the United 
States. Africa it  not op|>oscd tu the Soviet Union. A Iiic j is against 
ik i one. Africa n ic iilv  asks these possets to recognize i t i  iif(lic«. il« 
light to liulcpciHleiKC mill dignity. 'Hus ii what Africa asks ol sou. 
gentlemen. And if  you w ill mussel Afiica’i call, a call In fraternity 
in dignity, fu-cdom, Mitel legality, it foicign powers can sincerely an 
swxr tins call from Africa, I can assiiic sou that intcinatMinil peace 
w ill be safeguarded, that in j  v(iy  shall sslnlc there w ill be iso mote 
talk of Marks 01 whites, but ul citiicns of humanity all punning the 
same goal, the progress of mankind. These, few words arc sslial 1 
winded to s.n tu sou and put before you. I am at vnur disposal to 
answer any questions soil mas ssant tu ask me.

£) Mr. Prime Minister, what can you tell sis jboul ymsr plans in 
Canada and Ih r United Stales, uud what officials of tin Aiueriran 
government do soil wish to ice in particular in Washington?

A I have conic tu I he Untied Stoles pnmarily to contact the 
secretary general and ask his help in getting the Belgian troops to 
leave our country immediately, and 1 have announced my inlcn- 
Iion of going on to Canada I w ill also go to Washington to pas 
my respects to President Kucnlmwer ami lliank him (or the Amen 
can pcuplc's continued efforts In bring about progress m Afnea. I 
did not come here to contact any private group whatsoever, but I 
will meet wills any group, with riny individual wishing to contact 
me to discuss any cpiesliosi icgaidiug our country.

(). Mr. I'lim c Minister, hast sou asked tlse secretary-general nl 
the United Nations to take any further steps to hasten the with 
draw-al uf Belgian troops, above and beyond the w-ishei depressed in 
the resolution adopted last week by the Security Council?

A. I base asked the secretary general lo  speed up the withdrawal 
of Belgian troops. I told him tin t the See mi tv Council had passed 
a icsolulion on July 14 requesting the withdrawal of Belgian hoops, 
and th i l since that lime the Belgian government has taken no steps
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hi dial direction. and t in t on July 12 die Security Council con
firmed dm same icsolution and inked die secretary-general to lake all 
necessary steps Ifl cnliae (h it there troojn leave tho tounliy. And ) 
mfnimed die tOCK'tasy-gcncial d o t my purpose m coming lu-ic was 
not to engage 111 |Kmibl\ long drawn nut negotiations; tlic ic is mils 
one pioblcm that must lie solved: Belgian troops oic now in tlu 
Congo, and many nations have answered tlu  call o( (lie United 
Nations; there is llitis no reason, mi justification Ini Rclgi.111 troops 
remaining in the Congo any longer And I asked him if he could 
give me a deadline lor the complete evacuation of Belgian troops. 
The secretary general assured me that lie w ill spare nn cflod. and 
that is why lie is going to Brussels tomorrow in contact the Belgian 
government and proceed frnni thcic lu Ixopoldvilk next Thursday. 
I am going to meet with him .iltc i my liiic l stay here: the secretary 
general w ill he in I eopoldvilk again on August 5 to meet with me. 
and I might add that, according to the aisuianccs that the si-cict.ii) 
general lias given me. 1 know that he understands the seriousness of 
the problem and oppiceialcs how urgent it is In evacuate all the 
Belgian hoops Ironi the Congo.

Q. Mr. Pome Minister, I would like In ask sou .1 i|iK itkm  almsit 
Mr. Dclvsillcr, who has been very mush 111 the limelight dining the 
lis t few das 1. Can sou tell us when sou first contacted him* Was it 
before the rebellion? And exactly what sod of agreement lu \c  you 
signed with him for the monunl?

A "Hie person you mention ariised in leopoldsillc 1 ih o il time 
•go. He loW me ol hu dcsiie to picu.nl a plan to develop the Con
go's pnwu lesouices. ] told him I didn’t see any rcosun whs lie 
should uni do sn, because what mlciesls thusc uf 111 in the gosern- 
mcnl 11 the rational development of the icsourcci of our country. 
We simply informed Inin that sve agreed in principle, because the 
gnsernmeut must study Its piogiam, its futuio plans in detail, and 
I cannot submit Ih ii project lo Parliament for approval until the 
Ministerial Corn mission lias presented me with its conclusions. Thus 
the only thing shat the gentkinau you mention has presented is a
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|)io|>o5j] in i a simple exploratory mission. There lias been no definite 
agicenKiit Irecaiisc Parliament lia i yet to divcim llm  program; lie 
came ju il as anybody else might come to (lie Congo Inmotiow to 
ask me to dn tins or that; I would iigicc. an long .it it was compatible 
with the mtcieslt of out country ami the negotiations wcic 0|>cii and 
aboveboard

£). Mr. Prime Minister, with tegard to the withdrawal of Belgian 
troops, I would like to know if coucictc requests wcic nude of the 
Belgians, whereby they would withdraw- funu ceiluin regions and 
United Nations troops would replace I liens, and I wxiuhl like to know 
if  the Belgians refused to honor these requests.

A We sent more than four — or rather I slnnsld say five — dipln 
mafic notes to tin  Belgian government asking it to wilhdiaw Its 
troops. Use first offs ria l icxpscst was darted fitly  n .  It was signed by 
the chief of slate ami myself: and in this uindcsl document wx askcsl 
flirt nf all that the Belgian troops retreat t« the luscs lli.il liarl been 
granted litem, namely, those In Kilona and Kauuita, and that the 
Belgian troops definitely leave the Congo the next day. the twelfth, 
because we had decided that their presence was not at all necessary, 
since we had asked for UN troops and they lud  already airivcd. 
We made the same request again. ‘Hie Parliament met, and the 
Chamber nf Dcpulicv voted suiauimiimly to demand the immediate 
withdrawal of the Belgian troops within twelve hcuil; this was on 
July i$. On fitly 16 the Senate met ami unanimously passed a 
second motion calling fur the immediate witluhawal of Belgian 
troops. 'Pile two Chambers also called fur the hioiking nfl of all 
diplomatic rclaliuni with Belgium until its Itoops had left the 
Congo. In each case we informed the Belgian government ami the 
secretary general nf the United Nations of these dedslom. 'I'lic  assist 
mil secretary-general, Mr. Bunchc. who it now in Leopoldville, 
also informed the Belgian government of this. Bill the Belgian gov
ernment refused to how either to the sovereign decisions made by 
our government or to the Security Council 'Hie Belgian government 
slBI refuses lo do so. Both the United Nations and osir government
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have caliauslcd every means of peaceful negotiation, and we aic 
today confronting obvious bad faith on the pint of the Belgian 
government.

i )  Mr. Prime Minister, do you intend to visit other countries 
bevidei the United Slates and Canada to ask for economic assist 
mice?

A. I ms self do not have much time it my disposal became I must 
go hack to Leopoldville immediately, for many problems await me 
there. Put wx arc going to dispatch auulhcr economic mission cm 
powered to visit countries outside the Congo. Rut Ih ii will be an 
other dckgoliun; I myself don't have nmcli lime

Q. Mr. Piiine Minister, when the Helgian troops withdiaw, do 
you think the UN troops ought to withdiaw also or should they 
remain for n ctmpic of weeks or so?

A After the Belgian troops have witlidtawn, we would lik« the 
UN troops to remain in the Congo, fust of all to help testore otdci 
completely, and Ihen to help out young army gel organized. And 
when we decide that the presence n| UN troops is no lougn neon 
saiy, wo will inform the sccrc1aiy gciicf.il so that lie may retail them

C>. Mr. Prime Minister, it was rcpoilcd in 'JTic Neve Vork flb M i 
that you had signed j  cunlract with the Congo lutciiialinnal Man 
agiincnt Company. It it I me that you signed an agreement with 
Mr. I'klwiller?

A I repeal the answer I gave a little while ago. I told you that we 
had readied .in agreement in principle, because we don’t want to 
keep anybody out of our country, and l lu t  the project prt sen lest by 
this gentleman will be the object of a study by the Ministerial Com
mission, and then the entire matter w ill lie submitted to Pailumenl; 
a definite agreement w ill not be signed until Parliament has ap 
proved the project.

£). If I understand correctly, und if many of my colleagues under
stand correctly, when the Belgian troops say that they will withdiaw, 
(Iks will not leave the Congo entirely hut sathcr w ill withdraw- to 
the interior of the country, to what they call their military bates.
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I svoukl like in ink you a question in two pails: Do yon iccugnuc 
llicit m h l lo withdraw to these lin o ?  And do you iceogmu- the 
treats whereby ihuy claim tins light?

A. 1 can answer that Ihc intentions of Ihc Belgian government 
arc exactly what you say they arc. 'I he Belgian troops dn not want 
to leave the Congo. They want instead In withdraw to I here bates — 
Kilona and Kamma Our government has called for ihc immcdiatc 
csaitialion of Iheie bases. Hie Belgian government lias nn right lo 
ret up hares in our country, any nunc than il would have the light lo 
ret up bases in the United .Stales, I'taiuv, m Cheat Britain withuut 
the approval of the governments nf these countries W e arc a 
sovereign state; we have attained international sovereignty l i r e  see 
on<l paragraph of article 6 of the ticaly we signed with the Belgian 
government specifies the terms under which we can take over these 
basis. Our government has therefore i-xpicssed a desire lo take oscr 
these foreign bases, because we do not approve of their existence in 
our cnunliy. l i r e  Belgian government thus liar no light In them, 
and I believe that the United Natiour Organization and in to  
national opinion agree svith us that this is a Pageant attack on out 
international sovereignty, and that is why I have come hcie lo in 
form you About all these problems

n . Mr. I’mnc Minister, could you tell us how long yuu aic willing 
to wait for Belgian troops to withdraw from these bases and limn 
Ihc Congo in general? II Ihc Belgian government dues not respect 
>oin deadline, your time lim it, arc you prepaid! to ask the Soviet 
Union or any other country for troops «o help von expel them?

A. As of now, the Security Council lus passed i second tesnhi 
lion requesting that Belgian hoops withdraw immediately. In view 
nf this unanimous decision on the pail of lire Security Council, 
which represents all the nations of the world, I cannot doubt its 
intentions nr those ol the secretory general. And I am convinced 
that the Belgian hoops must how to the decision of the Security 
Council and lease cur territory ini mediately And I might add that 
Belgium* stubbornness doer her no honor, foe instead of realizing
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1I1.11 she lias everything lo gain i l  site icncws Ik i fikndh iclatiom 
will* us. I lie Rclgiun government continues tn dig in dc<|>Ci and 
dicker and widen the gap between oui two countries. And we know 
(Inil cren if  i l l  position ii becoming mine and inure rigid today, 
nclgilim will capitulate in the end. Hut il will lie loo late then to 
think ol the friciielihip lictwcen our two people*. I l  n Hclgium wlm 
moil cIkmuc: the mutt either bicak with the Congo once and Ini all 
01 iCiltw relations. And i l  the chooses I lie secund |w lh. there i i  uni) 
one solution: to withdraw all her hoops #10111 the eouuUy innnedi 
alcly. including her laves.

{}  Mr. I’ timc Minister, scvcrjl statesmen have recently seen 
evidctKCv ol .1 link between the late ol the wotkl and that o l Allies 
today. Our prime minister. Mr. N c liill, for iiu I jik c ,  lus said that 
Africa. which until now has loin in chains and been subject lo 
fuicign pressure, svji breaking these eh.tins and beginning a new 
era, the ciu ol Aliica in the world l.js l week M i. llauuuJiskjdkl. 
v|H.iking nf the i|iK ition o f the Congu in the Security Council, laid 
that the future o l this organization, that 11 In say the United Na 
tim ii. wav linked lo the Inline of Afnt-a. and given the conditions 
l lu t  ohlaiu al picscul, Aliica could well mean I he world. As one ol 
the gteal leaden ol Alrica tuday, sit, would sou be so kind as to 
comment on these statements by the scciclaiy guieml anil Mi. 
Nehru, our prune minister?

A I can make the following coum uiil, which more 01 less coire 
'ponds lo wlial I said a little whik ago, t in t Afiica is not opposes! 
<0 the W e il, to the United States, lu the Soviet Union, or to any 
oilier nation, that Afiica lus asked only one thing, to be libcialcd 
completely so Ihat we may colhilsoutc with the West m total free 
dom. And i l  I wcic lu make a further interpretation o f tins state 
me 11I, it woukl he along these lines. I have emphasized this in other 
terms: il Hclgiuin still wishes lo  do so, she can in a in tain her Iricnd- 
sliip with the Congolese people and with o llic i African peoples as 
well. Hccjiisc I mu awaic t lu l ceitain couulncsof Africa have broken 
ofl t in  of fiicmlship with Hclgium today due lo the problem of
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the Congo. And i must say that it the United Nations fails in tlic 
Congo, it  w ill fail all ova Afnea. Because Africa will nol forgive 
Ihc Utiilcd Nations foe nol having found a swift solution. Became 
Ihc problem of the Congo it  the problem of Africa. We want Africa 
to he free, to Ik  a great continent like all the other continent!. Ami 
it  i j  up 10 the West to choose.

CJ. Yon say that you arc asking for the immediate withdrawal of 
Belgian troops from the Congo; how long will you wait? W h it dead 
line do you have m mind?

A. When I say that the Belgian troops arc to leave immediately, 
it would be fine if  they left tomorrow. But if  they left today, it 
would be even better.

(J. M i. Piiinc Minister, what do you think o f the idea lhat has 
been proposed to make Ihc Congo a federal union, the United 
Stales of I lie Congo?

A. I don't know who proposed this. We do not want a federated 
Congo; we want a united Congo There may m may not Ire con- 
fedci.itions between the independent African countries, but within 
Ihc Congo wo want to have u single, united country.

£). M r Prime Minister, in reply In oilier qurilinns, you *ccni to 
have counted a gical deal on Canada; can yon tell m  when you arc 
going to Canada, and wh.il you hope- to obtain from this countiy?

A I w ill probably go to Canada some time this week. I want to 
go to Canada Irccamo this country has king attracted me and J 
have veiy special feelings toward it. I hope to be able In meet friends 
there and see if  I can't find French-speaking technicians there who 
would like to come to work in Ihc Congo

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, how do yon propose to resolve Ihc ques
tion posed by the secession of Katanga?

A. 'Hie scec-rlary-gcneral of ihc United Nations has told me dial 
he does not consider Katanga independent but rather a Congolese 
slate of the Republic o f tho Congo. I told you just now (lull this ii 
o plot hatched by Belgium. There is no Kalangese problem; the one 
problem is the withdrawal of Belgian troops. I can aim tell you that
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I lie consul genera! c l Pquakur Province attempted to threaten and 
provide llic picsidcnl of Ihc Provincial Government uf Coquillial 
villc mlo signing .1 document proclaiming the independence of 
PquatCUr and lold him that Hclghim would p ill llclgian troops al 
his dis|K>val at had jmt been dune 111 Katanga. And the picvident of 
tlic  government of Uqiutcui wav mil al all willing; I hive l l i i i  docu 
incut in in) possession. lli iv  vlruwi t lu l Ik lg iinn iv making efforts 
lliroughoul the country lo piovokc an explosive breakup in llic 
Congo. There i t  no problem of KaUiiga; there ii  only the pioblcm 
of llie Rclgian troop  opoatiug today in Ihc Congo.

y .  Mr. Prime Minister. when you vpnkc o f Ihc loicign policy of 
the Congu juvt now, you laid Hurt it iv a policy aimed al positive 
neutrality, al Ihc recognition uf the lighlv and dignity of man. I 
would like lo avk you a question, 01 followv; wlmt iv the attitude of 
llic  Congolese government with regard lu other liberation move 
nienh lu Africa, ill Algerin lor instance, and are you planning on 
recognising the A lgciu ii Provisional Government?

A. lu the eyes of oui government, Algeria 11 a brother people, a 
hinlhcr people fighting fur its freedom ami dignity. And we aic 
watching this licioie and noble fight of Ihc Algerian people with 
sympathy. Out with, out most ardent deisre i» lo give Algesia our 
moral support so that she may attain lici independence, and to 
uige Prance to recognize llic  sacred sight o f the Algerian people lo 
govern themselves within Ihc fumcwrnk uf fnendihip Ik  tween 
peoples and the principle laid down in Ihc Universal Declaration of 
live Rights of Muu.

y  Mr. Prime Minister, arc you expecting economic aid fuun llic 
Soviet Union, and what is your altitude with rcgaid tu communism?

A. Pot us Congolese people, Ihc Soviet Union is .1 nation like any 
othcr. yuestioni of ideology do nnl interest us. Our policy of peni- 
livc nculmlisin allows us tu deal w ith any nation that has unlilc 
intentions and would not conic into uur country' with Ihc aim ol 
setting up another icginic that would dominate in. I am going lo 
be even inoic specific about my intentions in this icgard, because
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tim e  i* * i  much talk about two blocs. 'ITic question cif these two 
blots doesn't interest u» c itlic i. W hat interests us is the tium.ui ck  
ment: sse me Africans and we shall remain Africans. We have our 
philosophy and our code of ethics .i ik I we arc proud of (liens.

I) . Since the Congo his been a Belgian colour up until now. i« 
yam republic going to seek special cuiumcKul lies with the Coni 
snun Market countries in Kurupc now that it  is independent*

A Oni government in jiu way leliucs to collaborate with any 
gmiip that can eontrilmk1 to the economic expansion of oui young 
republic.

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, I would like to j«k you two questions. 
Tlsc Congo i i  shoil of people familial wills Western techniques, 
uml in view o f this lilualkni. I would like in know II you ensilage 
calling foe the help of lilack Americans. And I would alio like to 
know whether individuals can offer t lu i i  vets ires to the gnsrinmcut 
of the Congo and how they can do so.

A. As lo t Amciiean blacks, we will receive them m «mr country 
w ith grejt pleasure mid fellow feeling You know t in t even flic  mi- 
educated yaeojsJc in oui country think of thcll American bmthus all 
the time and keep Hying: some day as other chit Issofhcrs in Amer
ica will come to Africa. And if  these arc technicians among black 
Americans, they can write us pel son ally, and they w ill I k  welcomed 
wills open arms in our cmiutiy.

£) Mr. Prime Minister. Iltcic .lie about three thousand |Koplc 
of ('reck extraction among the Kmopcan |xipul.ilIon in your cosuitry. 
Would yon pkase Icll me if  you have any information on what is 
happening to them and what tire future intenlio in of your govern 
ment sic toward Ihrm?

A. The Creeks arc warmly regarded by all the people o f the 
Congo because they have never meddled in political affairs. And the 
Ctceki have contributed a great deal to the economic development 
of the country, and up to now those who live among us have been 
very happy and are not at all worhed.
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Q. M i. I’ liinc Minuter, >-011 told m juit now th ill you have conic 
to ask M r I !jt iitn .in ljo k l to take the necessary measures to get (lie 
Rclgian hoops uut of your country. And you h id  a vciy lone <011 
venation with Mr. Hammarskidkl yesterday and another one this 
morning: Ihcie it  thm reason ti* vupjxitc (hat you discussed other 
n u ttc ii with him besides the military ynnbJem I asked the See re- 
taiiflt |US| now to tell me what the subject of yum conversation with 
Mr. Ilamindrik|tild wai, and they told me "W e can't tell yon any
thing: Mr. l.innnmhj w ill tell yon all .ihonl it.”  Would you please 
tell me then what Ihc subject of these cuim.-natnrtii wai1 

A. We exchanged ideas on nnlilaiy matter* fin Ihc moil |xail, 
and then un other inalteis having to du wills technical assistance, 
and tomorrow we arc going to pul out a genual cmnuumkptc. which 
will inform you of the nature of the contacts that I have had with 
the secretary general and the conclusions that we have arrived at.

Q. Mr. Prime Minister, ire you quite oeitain that the presence 
uf the Unites! Nations in the Congo will play the rule and carry out 
the mission you spoke of. and in your opinion how much time svill 
it take the United Nations troops to carry out this mission?

A. I am certain that the United Nations lioopr w ill have tarries! 
out their mission successfully if Ihc Relgian hoops withdraw. Nn 
definite lime lim it can Ire set at present, bill ] am certain that this 
matter w ill be settled os soon as possible if  Ihc Belgian hoops with- 
straw in accordance with our wishes.

y .  Mr. Prime Minister, could you tell ui wlial the present status 
of the llclgu 11Congolese trc jlv  of friendship is and what the ita liii 
of your diplomatic relations with liclgium is?

A I I I  Ihc face of the viololiou of this treaty by Belgium, we have 
broken ofl all diplomatic relations with Belgium until its troops have 
left; aflei that we will rm am inc the spiestinn of resuming relations. 
This treaty, moreover, lias not been ratified by Parliament; since 
Belgium violated it and destroyed it, it no longer has any juridical 
or pi act ical value tou t.
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Even more iJmm the tinny mutinies, the secession of Katanga in- 
crecmigly disrupted the country and interfered with its chances. 
In the "copper fno\h\ct," all opponents of ttcavion {Ihc lialubakat. 
unit drills, and Luninn ihitlt alike) were arrested; Mtinongo's police 
killed a number 0/ people, and Lumumba wa 1 warned that Jlefgieii 
tv ld itn  wen directing Iheu operations.

There ware minors in Ixopoldville of plots lo  overthrow the Lu 
inumba government; in a number of pruHelgian ciicfei there were 
mover to orgtniie thou  opposed to it. A hypocritical and pernicious 
campaign developed in fh t prett and in the Senate, accusing the 
head of government nj farming the establishment of a communist 
regime in the Congo The press in Bdgi«ni violently attacked Kasa 
strftii and Lumumba; secret agents spread sunioit in an effort lo turn 
the chief of stale and the prime minister against each other. The 
proMem of Ih iit td  Nations n ilrew iJim i aroused both hopes and 
feats The appe.il made to the USSR by the Iho leaden on fidy i.( 
had only one aim lo force the United Nations In speed up 1(1 efforts 
lu  aid the Con golf i t  government in carrying ant l i t  duties.

On August 9, the day after his return lo Leopoldville, Lumumba 
difcuftcd this question trtiee again, el h it home. Here is a lileral 
transcription of his tape recorded sfdiemrills

PRKSS C O N K K R K N C K  IN  l.K O I’O l.D V Il . l .K

Hclgian M ilitary Intervention

Gentlemen nl Hie p in t, Hit government has c a 11 c<! this conference 
In inform the Country und Ihc cnliio wwhl ol it* position, it» deter* 
minalmn, anti i l t  jjoliey. We in Hie government solemnly |Hodaun 
In the name ol the republic that wc ilnl 110I waul to answci I lie 
Belgian government's jggtcssion — lor it Is lush a question ol aggies- 
sion — with violence. The chid of si ale ami I immediately appealed 
lo  the Untied Nations. ‘Ihe Security Council met lo  consider oui 
request. And alter having examined the situation in a spirit of ob 
jeelivily, .ill ihc members of Ihc Sccunty Council unanimously
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p>viol a resolution condemning lln  Belgian action in tlic Congo, 
vending United Nations lrno|>i. anil requeuing Belgium to withdraw 
its aggtcisivc troops llieic. I lie Belgian government hoi not abided 
Iv  tins decision It has claimed llm l it could not withdraw in  troops 
until the United Nations truops liad the situation in hand. I went 
in tlie United Stated to cunlic l »l*c Security Council and the secrc- 
tnv  general. 1  lie Security Council wet a *cennd time on July a i. It 
confirmed i l i  previous decision and asked the sccretarpgencrjl to 
lake i l l  necessary measures locum  out the resolution of the Sccuiitv 
Council, in collaboration with the Congolese government

The Belgian government again refuved to abide by this dctiiion. 
I was inlormcd by the Secretariat of the United Nations before 
leaving New York that there were already 11.155 United Nations 
lroO|ii m the Congo, at agaiml 10,000 Belgian sotdicis There iv thin 
no pmsiblr explanation lor the pretence of Belgian troops Belgium 
has found :i new aigumcnl now and sayi that Tslmmhc tailed on 
Be Igimn to send lorn troops, whereas it previously said that they were 
there in order to protect Belgians. Thus the Belgian government lu t  
merely shifted the problem clicwheic. And the Security Council 
hat asked all the nations of (lie world not to intcifcic in the conn 
tiy 'r internal affairs. And the unity am) the territorial integrity ol 
tin- republic muil Ik  safeguarded absolutely. A ll the members of the 
Security Council whom t contacted told me that Katanga will never 
be recognized as an independent state, that no nation w ill ever ap
prove of the secession of Katanga, that 110 country w ill ever approve 
ol the action of Belgium in the Congo.

Agdinil Secession

The unitary 1 true hue o f the Republic of the Congo has liccn 
recognized by the international powers, and the Congo today ii  a 
sovereign, unitary stale, just as h i nice, Great Britain, aitd the 
United States are. And in the eyes of the law there cun be no rpics 
lion of Katanga or any other pail breaking away

I have already tinted that Belgium's aim is to provoke the breakup



of the Congo by any possible means. Belgium has carried i>fl our 
gold reserves from our bank; Belgium lias (iiiricd ofl our money. 
Belgium now wauls Hi set up ;i bank in Katanga with om fundi.
I Inn (lie money of llie Congolese people is being stolen so that 
Katanga may harvest the fru it of its effort to destroy the nation. 
Tthomlsc docsn'l have a cent, and neither docs his parly. And the 
funds they aic trying to set up in Katanga eouic horn money that 
•lie Belgian government look out o f nut bank vaults ami sent to 
Tshnmhc. In the entire h litiny nf colon i rot ion in Allien no nation 
has ever behaved so scandalously toward « people that has always 
lived in peace with it. Belgium is who I it is. Inday because of the 
Congo And it is a matter of life or death for Belgium. It i* not the 
Congolese people who count in her eyes, it is not human lives that 
count; II Is tho Umun M in k ir. it is the Congo's money that count. 
And that Is the tragedy of the Congo.

I receive telegrams every day here in l«o. and I received them 
when I was in the United Slates, from people m Katanga crying 
mournfully "M r. I’rimc Minister, don't abandon m. M i. I’rimc 
Minister, we ask the Central Government to vend United Nations 
hoops to us heic m Katanga, to deliver us, because Belgium is 
planning to slaughter us here in Katanga.'' The Belgian government 
is now claiming that them are 10,000 of its citirent woiking in Ka
tanga and that therefore it had .1 m aul right to protect them

The Congolese I’tnfile n>id the Belgian People

' i  h ii 11 almdntclv fulsc No Kumpcaii 11 in ilangei in Katanga. 
And the Congolese people feel no hatred towatd whiles. ‘ I he Union 
M inkrc  lus always run smoothly. The Congolese have always 
worked. And if the Union M in ihe  is .1 success today, it is thanks to 
the labor of blacks, the ma|otily of whom come from the five prov
inces nf the Congo. And it i t  these blacks from the five provinces 
of the Congo who have developed Katanga. AskI after eighty year* 
of fru itfu l collaboration, there is no reason to believe t lu l  the Con-

J IO  A 1 1 M S M IN I o r  I 'tO lL C X IS
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gokic now want to massacre Belgians.' 'I here ii no tcaton to believe 
that the Cougolcjc arc now against the Belgians, hut the Belgian 
government 11 w ill aware that Belgium cannot exist without the 
Congo, t lu t  without lire Congo tent of thousands nl Belgians would 
Ik  out nl a job in ndgiusn. that without the Congo Belgium will 
line face- Ami may I My, m the name nl the government, thal 
Belgium w ill lose everything die has taken from us hy force But 
what the hat obtained from us through friendship the will keep 
The Congolese people, who feel no lialicd. mi Inutility, tnwaid Bel 
giant and foicigncu, arc dclciinmrxl today In defend tlie ii interests 
hccaiisc Katanga it  out ecuiilty Katanga 11 mu fatherland. The 
riches of Katanga aic our lich tt. Kvery thing in (lie Congo lickings 
to tit. Belgium lias carried oil a r.im|Migu nl lies mid dander 
lliiouglim it the ssorkl. I’ress agencies liasx Itecn mobilized to stage 
a campaign (0 dil|xuage our government. The government is made 
out to lx an liKoiU|Ktcnt gosctmncnl.

Again ir Any J o/m of Oiw/didiu/iip

It is claimed that lltc Congolese people ate a people incapable 
of governing themselves, and certain Western natiuns have gone to 
fm as to declare In the United Nations thal the Congolese people 
aic not matutv enough lo Ik  independent. And eeitam |xo p k  have 
tried to use the Unilcsl Nallom and gel it  to place the Congo umlei 
international rule, lo gel the United N jlin u i In govern the couulty 
lot fifteen years- This includes the Congolese ptesv that lint sold out 
In the un|Kiialisls, the Catholic picss that writes that it wants all l i l t  
cadict lo he United Nations cadres, that everything Ihol i i  clone 
in the Congo ought to Ik  done under the auspices ol the Unites 
Nations W lia l they want now it  icconquesl. T licic has already been 
talk ol tills. Because the Congolese m the Congo me incapable, he

‘ Ii mini m ful be eoipliiiiied Ihil only imrhe Huiop<a«< » m  Silled in 
lit 1 uimcnte eounli) in t h e  onint id all t h r u  d hi mil* cscnlt M ott tbsa lull 
ilieie doubt. noKwo. o. unfd In Kalan|i (Hdrtoi't role.)
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came there arc no cadres, and since this is so, all tho high level posts 
in the .Hlministiation, in finance. In Ihc aimv ought to l>c held by 
the United Nations. And I say today, in the name of the govern
ment. in lire name ol ihc nation, that lire Congo will never become 
a United Notions colony and will never be a country under Ihc 
trusteeship of the United Nations. The Congo i i  a sovereign country, 
jm t llku the Western countries and the United Stoles [AppbiuM.]

And we forego any assistance from the United Nations We want 
coopciatinn; we do not want charily. (A/>/r/u»re.j

Pot fW retif Africomiation

'I he Congolese must govern their country by and for themselves. 
All Ihc pnsilions of leadership in Use government must go to A lii- 
cans. And contraiy to what Is generally Irelieved, we aic capable of 
governing om counliy ounclver We know lhal there arc Congolese 
in mial districts who ate illiterate, but they arc nonetheless excellent 
administrator And we will prove to the world that Ihc Congo, 
which fought foi Its total liberation, is capable of governing itself. 
We accept no Intervenlion, svhatovcr its source.

‘I'ecfinical AstlUanco

F.xcrcising our sovereignty, we are going to call for technicians, 
whom we will secure from all over the woild. wherever we wish, 
from the United Slates, from Husain, (ruin France, from Belgium, 
from Glionn. front Guinea. We will scloct them amsclves. Techni
cians who will not conic here for irumped-up reasons serving as a 
covernp for sabotaging Onr independence, technicians who will 
come not to dominate us, but to servo us, and obey the orders of the 
Congolese government. We know that Belgium is acting with ul
terior motives. It is only poweis that have indirect interests in the 
Congo, who have stock in the Union M in iire , who arc supporting 
Belgium'] aggressive acta. Hu's is the truth. The French preit und 
the French radio attack the government of the republic every day.



Tlisi French say that we aic "incompetent" became we have refuted 
(lie voxl of "community" that they have set up *

We nte attacked became we refuse to be dominated any longer. 
We arc attacked became tlie incinlxrs of the Congolese govcm- 
nicnl arc houwt men who do not take bnhci. ‘the) have Inert to 
buy ui nfl; they have even tried to buy me of!. offering me millioni.
I refuted. I won't lake a cent for mv people

UrhgKjn ,nni the .Stole

‘f lic  Belgian government lias now raised funds to buy maUuntcnls 
and biller d id ia id i throughout the country, wlm have liccn waging 
an organised campJign against the government, against the nation 
in thu r newspapers, in (licit picss day aflci day. Bishops are for
saking the mission o f spreading the gotpcl and interfering m afluirs 
nf stale.

The missions arc abandoning I lieu mission in order tn lead a c.mv 
|Mign of ohilrnclion against the stale. We find nuisclvts insulted 
rlas a ftn  day in their press. They have launched a serious attack 
on the safely of the state; they lose seriously broken the law. Out 
government lias closed Its eyes. Our tolerance is used today |snuudibk 
passage| Whereas even in France today, a endued and ekmoctalic 
country, the French government mote anil more often seixes news 
in p u t which attack the government's policy, nnd that is no exaggera
tion. And the morak of the people is being ekstroycsl today, in the 
name of democracy and freedom. Kvery sort of liberty is taken. And 
from now on. the government |of the Congo] it  going to nitumc its 
responsibilities

We arc a legal government, elected by the people; all the people 
base placed their confidence m sis, in our policy. AihI no one can 
question the authority ol the central government A ik) fium now oil, 
the government w ill lake cuergetk ami radkal steps against anyone, 
black or white, wlm causes olxstmclinn in this country. Those who

‘  from h o c  o r .  I . n i a u i n h j  w i t  i < p < o l « J l )  n i l c n u p l c d  b y  k i m  o (  j p p U u K
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w iilc  tlicu newspapers to destiny out state w ill be protocoled in (he 
court* of (h it country Ami this it  not to act at the enemies of (he 
freedom ami the independence of I he Congo do and proclaim a 
dictatorship; lin t it  not dictatorship. it it  genuine dcmoctaiy Ik  
came what It democracy? I he piolcclion of citizens Tint of nil, and 
respect foi duly constituted au lhu iily  Ami anyone wIk> attacks Ihc 
autlioiity nf the government It against demnetaev, against the nation. 
'I he antiii Jliom ih who have alicady told out la the lolunialiitv, who 
Jit' pant by tin  colonialliti, write filllix things in return fin the 
money they have received Certain movements today, to edited 
Catholic family mrivcmcuts, have gone 10 f j i  at la attack Ihc govern- 
men! in the name of Catholic league*, youth organizations, and 
other groups; they want In dethoy the Congolese nation, and we 
will not tlaml for that

I'licic mutt Ik  a separation n( church and slate.
Our government w ill never meddle m the aflam of the church. 

We will never interfere in tlie  affaire nf the (hutch. ' I l i i t  rcligioui 
freedom w ill be guaranteed in our constitution. The Catlifllicc will 
pray m thoii places nf worship; the Frnlctlanu in theirs, (he Kim 
banguivts in llic irt, the Kitawalists in theirs — each in h it own 
chinch. And flic  stole wdl protect all citizens. The gostrumeut 
simply w ill not tolcialc mtcifcicucc m affaut that aiv Ihc exclusive 
province of tlic  stall*.

If tim e  jic plans to continue to do m the Congo what has keen 
done hcic foi eighty seats under the colonial rtgunc. the people arc 
opposed.

W e have no other crnl in view th in  the interest of the people, 
not the interest of financial circles or of I lie church of this 01 that. 
We oiutelscr, and our own children, are still binuglit up to believe 
in Western Christian docilities We do out want Ihc Congo, how 
ever, to lus t what they have in Jlclgium, n government under the 
dictatorship ol the chinch.

It ll a Catholic government, and Catholic circles, that for eighty 
yean have systematically delayed the political emancipation of the
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Congo. I l r j i  t im e  |KOplc who said that politics should l»e kepi 
out of the Congo because politics would nuke the Congolese see the 
light of day. A ik I il was there »ann- Cathalu .iml religious citeles 
which, even icccatly during the ejector.il campaign, pleached against 
the nationalists. and even preached against Kasavuhu. against Lit- 
im imbj, against oil the nationalist* who wanted to work for the 
people. We publicly declare, so that people w ill lie await o f the fact 
ome and for all: we are not against anybody.

Shoitly after 1)1 living here last night, I received |two incompic 
hemiblc wcmli litre) telling me "M r. Prime Mmislci, we urgcntlv 
■ ik- rou and sour government to protect u» against all there maiu li
ven of diihuneit people who want to destroy our country, liccauvc 
vou are working for the genuine mdcjrendencc ni the Congo. And 
we t iu it  vou."

S c c t n io n i i t  T c t t d i  l i c i t  t

There lire I how who speak of making thi< 01 that icpuhlic, this 01 
that state out of thcit piovincc, this w ill ncvci happen.

The chief of stale liimvclf, M i Kmavubu. (lie pcciideisl <*f the 
Ahslii, li.ii swum a public iialh, hcfuic the entile naliou, that lie 
will uphold the unity ol the coimliy. tliu l lie w ill safeguard ih  ter 
lilo iia l integrity. And I know tli.il Kasavuhu dues not go along with 
tlietc fascists. I know that Kasavnhsi is u man of Integiity, an honest 
man who i t  aware of the in lc m ii ol the country. But there are 
CCilain malcontents who are winking against Kasavubu and againtl 
the countiy because they have not been given m iuiitcrial post* in 
the central government. [Appld i iu ]

The night before I left for the United States, u man from Bta»/a- 
vide was shown m in my office ' Mr. P iiiiic Minister. I have heen 
told the names of several members of the Abako who came to hatch 
u plot with Youloo, saying: You must support 111; we are going in 
proclaim the independence o f part o f the Lower Congo and we tie  
going to form a Hate with you, Yonlois.'"  he told me. I immediately 
informed the chief of state o f this little  sedition movement led by
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h ii enemies, six) as lams these little  demonstrations die concerned, 
these jx o jik  say they luvc voted not to liusl Hie govenintent. There 
is no reason lor them lo vote not to lin n  the government because 
such .1 vote is not within their province. This is .1 splinter group of 
a few Rakongos who nrc against Kaiavubu, who arc against the gov
ernment. wlto ate against the country, who ate in the pay ol the 
colonialitts, who ore paid by the Catholics to create difficulties anil 
disorder in tlic country. I respect the chief of state, Mr. Katavuhii, 
a man of integrity, with whom we me working at a team to save 
this country. NVc proved this, at the risk of our lives, when incidents 
occurred throughout the Lower Congo Kuril, Kivu, and Orientak* 
Province. Then there is tire impeiialisl picss, which has even gone so 
far as <0 say- Katavubn is under l.umumlxVs thum b" The same 
old attempt to divide and rule. Rccausc the solidarity between Kaia 
vubu and me it  not at all to then liking. And they will never tstecced 
in dividing ns Along with K-asavubn. along with all the people, we 
aic going lo lead this nation <0 victory. <0 the total conquest o f in 
dependence ami freedom.

American Aid Olid the Kxawiple of t in  United Slate*

When 1 virited tlic  United States. I made contact with every 
possible ciiclc, and after having obtained assurances in favor of the 
Congo from every nation, an invitation wav extended me by the 
American government I went to Washington, where the American 
government extended me a very waisu welcome, a dignified welcome 
of the sort granted a chief of state. I was given a nineteen gun salute. 
A ll the members of tlic  government were present. I stayed where dis
tinguished guests of the W hile House stay. Hut the Hdgian govern
ment protested: why had the Amencan government extended such 
a distinguished welcome to a Negio? (Laughter and up/iluwia.] The 
Helgian government was displeased that such a distinguished wcl 
come had been extended to a head of the Congolese government, 
the same soil of wekomc that would have Ikcii extended King 
Haudnuin; it made an official pm lcil. You see, gentlemen, how petty
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the Belgian government it: at the vet\ moment that Belgium i« »«k. 
mg friendship with the Congolese ]>cop)c. Ji the vtty moment that 
Belgium it  asking foe tlic collaboration ul the Congolese people. at 
llie vety moment that Belgium (tc tru l inamlihlc words) iiuintam 
Itondt uf fiicndlhip mid Cooperation. Belgium at the tame time 11 
wreaking huvoc day hy day, it dishonoring itself ill the cyci of Ihc 
Congolese |>coplc who ore watching her closely. Ami I am gialdnl 
to the government of the United Stales for its understanding. I have 
lud  tc iy  constructive talks with the A met i f  an government, which 
has assured me it w ill grunt all necessity aid In the Congo. This 
proves to u* t lu l  the tm th am Ik  concealed, can Ik  torpedoed, hut 
w ill always triumph in the cud. The Congo still hat Ihc confidence 
of Ihc cn liic  world. Hie head of Ihc Congolese government, who 
was pictured at 3 man who was against whites, a* a destroyci. has 
been received as an equal by all the chiefs of slate nl the Western 
count lies. . .

I had )xoof of the same soit ol confidence everywhere I went I 
even had contacts with American financial gmupi who nude nu 
concrete pioposals concerning their coming to the Congo. The 
American government oflercd tnc three hundred scholarships fot the 
Congolese people As you can see, Belgium is destroying ill, Belgium 
is sabotaging in. Belgium is stealing our money, but we will gel help 
elsewhere And tve still hate lots of gold under the ground in Ihc 
Congo [J^ugfifr/, iipphjuif.' And I llim ik the United Stales, which 
has played an mi|>nrt.iul role m the lusters ul humanity. What is 
happening al present in Ihc Congo also happened in Ihc United 
States, wlicic there was a see car inn movement And I compared this 
situation with the situation in the Congo, m particular lire fight 
that Ihc American |>eoplc waged againil Ihc colonialism o l the im
perialists. And the former colonies established in America (ought to 
pul an end to oppression, to commercial exploitation. A ll these 
former colonies attained llie ii freedom. And it was Ihc scry same 
sort of fight for freedom that we base been waging, today and ycslci 
day, against the imperialists. And then after liberation there was j
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secession movciueui, and they fought again lor (Ik  unification of 
America, fur Amciicou unity. Ami the fasciitj, the bailors to their 
country. failed, and America i t  one. Ami it war this unity, this vie 
lory loi freedom and progress that made th.it handful of lilt lc  focmci 
colonies i gicut power. a great powci that today hat rlominatcd its 
former exploiters. And Ihc Congo with i l l  wealth, i l l  potentialities, 
w ill lieconui a great and powerful nation, economically and politi
cally. And the great Congolese nation n  going to lake in Belgians 
who want to come to our country. AikI we arc going to welcome 
them with open mins, because we arc peace-loving people. And thus 
far no incmlver of the government has any hatred toward Belgians.

There is no such thing at a government l lu t  is against Belgians 
or against whiter in general. We ate simply Against this exploitative 
regime, we ate merely against these maneuvers aimed al breaking up 
the Congo <n that the impciialM* can continue to control our 
country. Despite this, we continue to follow- tlic  tame path: friend
ship w itli everyone, and as you sec, these is still a smile on nur faces, 
and every lime that icportcrs come here, we welcome them with 
open aims; every tune ilia l Kumpeaiit m in i1 to mu country, lo onr 
offices, we icccivc them There arc sonic Belgians who have married 
our daiightcri, yet no one lias gone to take h it daughter home became 
ihc didn't want lo live with Belgians any mote. Theic ate Belgians 
who aic t l i l l  in office in onr country; department heads (several in 
audible words), magistrate* ill out courls

'Ih c  Belgian is here among ns, he is working in a spirit nf collabo
ration and brotherhood with IhcCongulcsu memhers of my Cabinet. 
If you t in t the other m iim trici, you will find Belgian* at work, Bel
gians nf good faith and good will. This is a proof, gentlemen, that 
we arc not against Belgians. We arc merely against troublemakers.

A/iiCtfU Unify siurf PanonalHy

I then traveled throughout Africa at the request o f African heads 
of state.

I went to Tunisia. In Tunisia, lhx Excellency President Bourguiba
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assured inc lie would help in any way possible; lie and I signed a 
Conununiqul affiiming llic  solidarity ol Ihc people! ol Africa.

From Tuuisio I went lo Morocco, having received a special invila- 
lion from I lie Majesty Mohammed V  I was extended a waim and 
fia tunal welcome. Mil Majesty assured me he would help 111 any
way possible, lie  gave me a plane lliat luoughl me back here, along 
w ilh a te.mi ol technicians. I then went lo  Guinea, where I was 
welcomed with open amis by President Sekuu Toutd. Almost every
one of the mcmlxis ol the Assembly solunlccred to come fight line. 
Hundreds, thousands ol Guineans Isave solunlccred to come serve 
the Congo.

From Guinea I went to Libc-iia, having received an invitation 
fiom President Tubman loo, a very wise man. who also assured me 
of his support and told me: "W o had the Mine sort of difficulties 
I I I  the beginning: the Americans in oil! country, who were not real 
Amencans, wanted tocicatc the um c situation as in Ihc Congo. We 
put up j fight You will succeed," heassuicd me.

"I.ilxna  is at youi d iiposjl," he sakl. "And you w ill gel everything 
sou want. And if it it necessary lo liberate Katanga hv loiec of amis, 
we w ill come."

From I.ilicria I went 10 Ghana, where I received the same en- 
coinageitii-nl, the same sup|x>rl. A ll tlic  people of Cliana have inubi- 
liacsl <0 hack the Congo, b'loni there I went lo Togo yesterday, and 
H it Fxcclkucy Fume Minister Olympio assured me ol Ihc umc 
support. I also received invitations fum i Fgypl. ami Irnm the cm- 
poo l of Hlliiopia.

I did not have tune lo gu cveiywhoic. African solidarity is some
thing unbelievable, I assure you. I had no idea there was tins sort 
of solidarity, including all lire Asiatic countries. These events in the 
Congo have helped lit enormously. The action ol Dclgnon in the 
Congo has been of great benefit to 111. (Ap/ihruse./oughfo/.j Rccausr 
the Congo is now in a position to take n decisive step toward total 
liberation, on the political plane, on the economic plane, on tire 
spintual plane, on the social plane, Ihc llclgian government has
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attempted to create disorder, lo create an economic vacuum, lo 
plunge os into poverty, into unemployment, in that the people w ill 
fall Into anarchy tomorrow Rut I can tell you that we w ill thwart 
all these maneuver*. I have proposed, finally, Hut all the Afiicau 
I t j lc i  meet in leo : a major summit conference o f the tort I hat the 
four or five great powers hold in Kuropc.

A nuju i summit conference that w ill bring all the African slates 
together In Leopoldville, from the twenty-filth to the thirtieth of 
August. Ih e  Asian slates will also attend as observers Africa will 
have its say; Africa will ta lc a position; Africa w ill tell the West that 
the period o f domination and colonisation n over now*.

Africa w ill tell the West that it wants the ich.ihililation of A l 
rica now, a return lo the sourcci, the rcinstitntion of moral values; 
the African pcisonality must express itself, that is what our policy 
of positivo neutralism mean* Afiiea will not be divided into blocs, 
as Kuropc has been. On (lie contrary, lltcrc w ill lie active Alrkan 
solidarity. H ie  mlmumtration of uni rountiy on .1 comimnml luris. 
which is only a cover up foi the perpetuation o f the cukmul re 
glme, w ill soon come to an end. As yon see. gentlemen, it iv In 
prevent you from attaining yom goal that mu government iv called 
a communist government, a government m the pay of the Soviet 
Union, lhal Lumumba is called a communist. that l.u iu iiiiiK i is 
said to he antiwlutc; Lumumba is an African, 'fh c  government of 
the Congo iv a nationalist government that want* nothing to du 
with any imported ideology, and dcmandi only the complete and 
total liberation of the Congo.

We have no intonlion of id ling  ouivclvcv be guided by put any 
ideology. We have our own ideology, a vtrong ideology, a noble idc 
clogy, the nfliimation o f the African |scnoiialitv

We ic|eet assimilation, (foug/iter] because assimilation represents 
the depersonalization of the African and Afiiea. Thus, allying mu 
selves with this bloc or that, with Ibis ideology or that, means that 
wo would bo giving up our Afnean personality. Never. The iinpcti-
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ulisti must be lokl that even though they may have nude a success 
o( a polk)' of assimilation, of a policy of depersonalization ol A lika  
elsewhere. in the other forme 1 Fnglish, British, Portuguese, or 
French colonkl, they w ill not succeed in the Congo. What is 
more, that is why any Congukse who soiled his will, who expressed 
his philosophy, who wanted to uonhip «> lie cltose. was I Inown in 
prison by the colonialists from Ihc scry untsel, in ihc name o f the 
Catholic religion. The Rakongos have Item |xnc<ulcd for yean on 
end: everybody knows wlial happened to Simon Kinilungii. The 
Bakougus have been dispossessed ul th in  lands for years and ycail. 
And the Kitawaliils too, Ihrmiglmul Ihc cnnnlry. T o  get the bless
ing of the lolnnialiits, all sou had to do was recite their eatcchUm. 
|I^fngfi((*/.] And these lies have now conic In the surface fin every
body in the world to see; if a Congolese siis what lie thinkr, ho is 
on antiwhitc. he is preaching .1 false religion; he is fuibiddcn to do 
so; a law 11 passed, a government decree; that is w lu l they oie try
ing lo do today to 'how lire world that wo arc communists. Hut I 
assure you dial lire Congoksc people are- nnpeivious to such ideas. 
|Jafugh(«/ and af>f>!auto.\ All of Africa liar mobilized in rnppoit ol 
the Congo, as I have pul told yon. The Congoksc government has 
a valid majority; there ate no differences of opinion between lire 
members of the national govcinmcnl, as the picss has claimed in 
order lo sow confusion. This government Is a cohesive, dynamic, 
ami incorruptible govcinmcnl winking in the sole interest of tire- 
people. I '  there any dissension between sou, dear comiadcs’  (Cum 
of "No. no" and appluuw.)

IVtfua of fha National Congolese Army 
and Consolero Officiah

The menibeis of the Congolese goveinmenl w ill go at •  body to 
Katanga. We will go there And if the Belgian troops stationed in 
Katanga want to kill us, we will die for our country. Our soldicri 
are competent, and they are assuming their responsibilities. Our
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general out coloucli, our office's, nor noncommissioned officers 
have demonstrated thut they have a sense of duly, now l lu l  we 
have pul t lie in in coiniiu iul.

T lie re w ill be no politics in the nniy, only discipline; llictc must 
be sliict discipline Ihrongltoul Hit aims And I lie ic w ill be. We 
have given General l.imdula fu ll power to act. to take <kciiis-c ac- 
lion for the immediate restoration of order In the round). I lic  
.nnn will n m il anyone, bu he white 01 African, who lues to stii up 
liouhle in the Congo; II w ill show no macs. I am grate fill lo nil 
the Congolese officials who have icnunird  m their posts mice the 
beginning of the incidents, despite the sabotage of Hclgian officials 
who have abandoned ciciy thing. svithmit even turning llic ii jobs 
over lo nationals, without showing them what they must (lu. The 
laltci have done (Ik u scry bed I am going to give them cumpkle 
responsibility. Wo airv going to see to il that everyone in the gov. 
eminent acts together We liusl our civil servants, '(hey hive 
woiked under I lie colonial regime for a long lime and I want these 
civil savants t"  take over the positions o f leadership. And I w ill be
at I heir side lo teach them And all of ns who arc hmlhcrs. wherever 
we may Ik , ore going to advise each other. I am convinced that in 
a month, in two months, yon aic going to find honest civil servants, 
capable and competent civil servants Ihronghosit the country. There 
ate even competent tribal chieftains who arc illitciatc. hut who 
nonetheless will be excellent administrators toinonuw. New. sim
plified. uncomplicated methods of administration. This i i  a young 
count ly, a new democracy, a genuine one.

We w ill protect each and every citia.cn. We do not want a bour
geois government that lives apart from the people. We want to go 
down among the people and continue lo talk with them.

V o r  E c o n o m ic  D e m o c ra c y

The policy ol the government w ill be none other than that o l the 
|Kopk It it the people who tell ns what lo do, and nc aic pm 
cccding in accoidancc with the interests and the aspiratinns ul the



(xoplc. Independence is I lie beginning nf a K ill struggle. |u tt be 
Muse Hie Congu it  mcltpcndnil imiw (Ion  not mean dial money 
w ill fall from heaven. Our ^itcrnm cul took over on (uiic JO A few 
days later, I lie impeiijlists created disorder in Use counhy iu order 
lo prevent u i from going im with out work. Our program fur dc 
vcloping die countr>, (or induiliuh/alHm . fur the cication of a 
Iic jIIIiv  economy has come to .1 standstill. Ami ai long at Belgian 
troops icrmiin iu the Congo, we cannot get mu proguin under way. 
T lic presence o f lltlgian troops bene f ill no one. ‘lliis  presence nl 
Belgian militaiv hoops Inum  the Congolese, the Belgians who 
haw settled here, the owners nf companies, mdustiulisll, and every 
one cite (like. Because* as long as these troops arc here among us, 
how c ji i ssc be cnjkxIciI In work with Kutopcans in a spirit of co
operation? Because everywhere t lu t  there arc Belgians lo  be seen, 
people w ill say "Ihvy'lC  the enemies of ficedom. Because their 
hmthvis have summed enemy troops in the cuuntry.'*

We haw won mil political independence. The patrimony of the 
nalion hclougi to us. We want to get Iu work. We niin iilcis aic 
going to visit 1 mal d ill lic it; ssc arc going lo plow the I.iim I lo show 
I lie counhy how we must create cooperatives. The colonialists .11c 
now waging .1 campaign with lire slum Ij IiOi nnknis they have «cl 
up. saying; "‘ llie rc  is unemployment, johs jiv  needed, ami the Cen
tral Cnvcinmcnt is doing nothing.*' 'Ihe  Central ('.nvcnimcnl that 
took osci the country with all the cash drawers empty. Should we 
now go steal money from the whites' cash dowers? The peoplc 
must decide whether they want a dishonest |xippct government iu 
power that w ill nuke mic deal alter another with financial circles. 
We have promised the people freedom, not money 

We do not want ever lo fuol the people, and Ihc people know 
scry well that there is not .1 tingle minister who has been paid his 
talary since we base been in powci. And that piovct, as each m in
ister knows, that we cat when the people rat; we don't need money. 
And as (nr this campaign waged by putty imperialist lalxir unions, 
where blacks aic given jobs and supposedly run Ihc union, the only

A U O I ' l t  * 9 6 0  3 1 )



A«MIMr.Nl or PKORLFMl

persons bchiiKl all that ore enemies who arc trying to create confu
sion. We arc going to give all our workers jobs after the withdrawal 
o f lire Belgian tioopi A new program Kveryone will have work, 
with modest wages And I assure yon that with our faith, with oui 
energy, with oui national pride, the Congo will be a highly dcvcl- 
oped country in five year*. W e will not develop the country by beg
ging for capital, but by working ourselves, with our own handi, 
through our own efforts. We don't want people to iay tomumiw 
" 1C* became we gave them money that tin* or that w jt done." 
They will blackmail m if  we do that. No The United States n the 
land of the dollar. W ho created the dollar? Men. It was mcn'i 1a- 
boi that made the Uniled Stale* what it It today. It wav men’s labor 
that made France what n it  today, h wat men's labor that made 
Belgium what it it  today. It is not money l lu t  trcalcs progicss It 
is man whu creates progrciv. And we want the llclgitsn lioopt to 
leave am! Id  m  live in peace, let u* work. W e rlo not want uny 
more agitation, any more disorder, any more pninllrts wrudt. any 
more slogans The only tlogan (or the moment must be: economic 
piuglest, eveiyhcxly .it tvoik. mobili7 ing all young people, all oui 
women, all the cncigict of Ihe country. No o ik  appreciates gills 
Independence lli.il is a gift it  not ;i good independence. Real inde
pendence is indC|Kndcitcc that is fought for and won.

W ith  Our flrwmr, with Our f funds

If in America, if everywhcic in the world, people know liow to 
manufacture medicines, Its manufacture can, why vliuuldn'l the 
Congolese also be capable of creating new tilings In ilic li country 
In five or ] j \  years’  'I here is talk uf un impending crisis among the 
peasants. Thai is not line. T Ik  country is in u healthy situation 
The money in our bank vaults, our gokl reserves, have been catricd 
off. I d  them take them; we oik only one thing: that our country 
be left its peace, jlxrug/jfer. apptauu]

We arc going to exploit the treasures still bc-nealh the soil of the
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Congo. Out uf fouitCCii million people, llic ic arc fll least thirteen 
u iillio ii who have always made n livelihood I htough IIk i i own |j 
Iwr all duimg the eighty vean that the Belgians wcio in oui couu- 
h i.  Congolese in imal meat have never gotten a rent fiom the Hel 
gun colonial government. I low did they manage to live?

They have their fields. theii crops, I licit fiu il. And it  was only 
when a man could tell what lie had limited or giuwn in the ground 
that he had ten IraiKi to call Im own. Do you think that wai a lud 
fix to be in? |Shoirfs 0/ "No, mo/") So why is there talk today of oui 
being |>ovcrly ituekcn when lire Belgians leave? 'Iha t 11 not line. 
Wo have fertile ficldi and hunting giouitds. And we can live very 
well without being exploited b) the llclgiaiit in any way. ‘Ihnt 11 
tin- truth. Theie hat been vie tout piO|iaganda to deceive the peo
ple. lin t the people cjn lx  deceived no longer, for we arc going to 
keep them infoinicd.

We ate going to carry out a psychological ckcoloniali/jlmn, be 
cautc the people have heen subject to faltc indoctrination lor eighty 
scats. False ideas luve been put in (KOpIc'i heads; they have been 
lokl that in Older tu have money, m order to have enough In cat. 
they lud to wmk for Kmopeaiiv We ate going tn tell the people 
that l l i i l  i t  not line, that in o itk i to live happy livct, they must 
gel to wotk and plow (Ire land. That it Ikwv llm igt re.illy ate We 
arc awaic of the facts. We me going to develop the countty nut- 
telvci. We have no teeluncal skill 1 We arc going tn dcvclup the 
Congo with out brains, with nur hands. And in a few months, in a 
few years. you will see. And those who tlinnglil that they could 
sneak Into the Congo undri the cloak o f the United Nations won't 
be able to get in. The doors of the Congo aie hcimctically sealed 
to exploiters and fortune hunten. lin t the doors of the Congo die 
wkle open In men of good will, of good faith, who would like to 
come and help us. as I said |iist now.

These ore the 1dt.11 I wanted to put bcfoic you, gentlemen, to 
that you could pan on the woid throughout the world that this is
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our position, that otir government stands as one, that Ihc chief of 
state and 1 aic o f one mind, ui ate Ihc people at mir side, und to 
day it is Ihc people who arc going 1o fight against those who dls- 
tu il) the public peace, through their legal govcmiiicnt. Through 
democratic practices. through ihcii institutions, through their ccn 
lr«l government, It is the people who arc going to comlut vicious 
propaganda, ihc enemies of freedom, the enemies o f the counliy, 
traitors. And 1 know that our efforts arc soon going to Ik  crowned 
with success; we arc going to go to Katanga In liberate oui brothers.

H rfu tv ii f/ie time of J.ritiiutnhd'a return from the United Statu 
on Augurf X and the opening of the Pan-African Conforence on 
August J5. u number of important eventr occurred 111 Uopoldville. 
'they were <r poifarif of the tragic political situation that woufd 
arise at the fregoimug of Septemlxir. Finns ih it Iwn-wetk period, 
we have c7it*\«n Ms*r<»f excerpts from ipeeche• and texts of J.n 
riimiibci'f that shed light no the atmosphere cil that time. On An 
gnsl X, tho United Nations Security Council asked Belgium to 
withdraw its troops from Katanga Immediately. On August 9. the 
Belgian ambassador, iVfi van den Botch, hvji expelled /mm Iso- 
poldsille. On August ra. Mr. IlammarskjtUd came to Elisabeth 
vll/e, and the Central C o  vein merit criticized the United iVofton'i 
df/cjfnmicii in  i««ing that the troops were withdrawn On the eight 
eenlh theia hvra skirmishes between soldiors of the Congolese Nd 
tional Army and lln itad  Nations hoops.

The quotations published helow are literal transcript ions of tafte 
recording* of Alt. I.itmumba's p ra t conferences In LvopoldrilU

Support for Attempts at Secession {August 9)

It It.ii become clear to me Ihut Belgium's goal is to bring about 
the breakup of I he Congo In oily possible menu.

Belgium lias carried away our gold rcscivcs. . , llu is money U
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being stolen bum (lie Congolese people In reward Katanga lui its 
c Bo t l i  to destroy I lie nation.

l i t Igiimi has bunched .1 campaign of 110 and dander throughout 
Hie entire world.

fy u i it iu t  Province I Attempt lit  Scctdc (August 13)

The 1.line maixuvcis have Ixcn plollcd in Oiicntalc Province. 
Mr. Kinant. the president of the government of O ricntilc  Province, 
is here before yon. They have expended every |xnviblc effort. He wav 
futccd to |id  Colonel I lcnur<|iiijux.' vvlvo was bclntid these maneu
vers.

Kx/ru/iiori of Congolese Troops in  Kofaugif (August r j )

'f l ic  picvidcnl nf the Provincial Covemnvent of Stanleyville, who 
arrived two days ago. liar infnnncd m that --ho w  many? |Rcf)J)' 
b f  Ms lin a n l seven Jhoi/i<mtf.| Seven thousand sokllcit and mein 
hers nf their fnniilicv have Keen expelled from Katanga. AikI hefntc 
these seven thnmand wxtc sent hack here tn Leopoldville, two thou 
vansl others had .strived aflci being expelled from Katanga Anri ac
cording tu mfoinialinn I I I j l  liar Ixcn obtained hy the president of 
the guvernmcnl of Stanleyville, inhumation passed on to him by 
I loops that had been expelled fiom Katanga, the Belgian officers 
with Tihomhe assembled all the lionpi ami raid: “ A ll military per
sonnel muiI serve in the Kat.iugcic <11 my. And any troops who do 
not agree to do so m int leave Katanga and go home." And before 
that, a hundred roldicis were shot: they shot a hundred of them 
More than a hundred — how many? | b y  h i /. Pinant: <1 him 
dud and wine.] A hundred and nine. Shot by the Belgians and 
Tsliomhe. And not one word hai Ixcn said about this. A ll t lx  tele- 
plume lines have Ixcn cut. There is a massacre going nu 111 Katanga.

'  Cn July 8 , Colonel Ikaixquiiux «it appointed (Mel sdtuet to ike Ceago 
tor may and on Ini) <j »ai appointed to bead a peaecmiliei million in Srsnlev- 
tills, alap| «sli die pmidenl e l ihe Chiniber.
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Gold ami DkWKiid* (August >))

Another xilualion! Mining created disorders in lltc Congo. Bel
gium it  nuw operating in jno tlic i way. Out diamonds in Kasai aic 
Iscing stolen. Bocauvc there i i  no surveillance non Belgian troops 
are licmg stationed all over the Congo to spread lei mi and Ihut gel 
llic ir handxon oni lichct lliinnghonl tin  counliy.

In Orientate Province. where ihcio aic many gold mines, Kt) to 
pcaux are going into the mine) now: there arc Belgians taking oni 
gold, stealing one gold. And live provincial authorities have already 
impounded gold ingots weighing 10) kilograms and 700 grams, 
ic iicd  frum white! who declared that they were the agcutl ol this 
mining cotnpjnv. And that was completely unhue. Tlie ic arc time 
11 on a net. there me officials, a whole Imnch nl people nil ovci the 
euuntry wlro ore looking lor gold and Healing gold. llr is  gold liai 
now been lent lo the Central Hank m Slanlcysillc. A t yon tec, the 
young Congolese goveimncnl it  vigilant. ' I l i i i  it  what Belgian m ill 
i j i y  ocui)>alion, tloops supposedly in um country to protect Bel 
giant, really arc (or. To  Heal the gold of the Congolese now

T/m  A irfitM  at Kameinbc (Awgwif i j )

I called an extraordinary session o f all the presidents o f the pro
vincial government!, I dispatched a special plane that I t l l  Stanley 
villc w ith the president ol the provincial government aboard to go 
to Kulcovu to pick up his colleague. Mr. M irulin. lie  was to go Item 
there to CoqiiilhatviUc, pick up his colleague, and come luck here 
Mr. Finanl got on the plane in Stanleyville and Hess to Itnkavu. and 
when the plane airiscd there, it was fothidden to land by the Bel 
gem troops and the Belgian resident Me m iiitcd and said: " I  have 
tome here to get the president of Hukavu, in the name o f the Cen
tral Cos-eminent "  They still wouldn't allow him lo land und told 
him: " I f  you dare to insist and opproach the Knmcmbc aiifickl. 
sveil slrout the plane down "  He svas forced to turn back. The 
plane flew on (or seven and a half hours And when it arrived in
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Coi|, it had only fifteen minutes* foci Icli. M i. l-'inant spent Hu 
nlghl there and arrived in l-capokUillc the next day. This is the 
same Inck i lu t  was pulled on (lie chief of slate urn) me when w< 
went lo Katanga The officials of oui loxinhy can no longer fly 
about the countix freely in planes anil land where justice calls us. 
This is w lu l (he Belgian* mean hy a spirit nf cullaboiation. . . .

The P a n if r o n f i Cnnimnndoi «il i\"l> jih (August 15)

W e luxe also jin t discovered lh.it there arc pjtatroup commando! 
at the airport, when we hail been told lliat ill Belgian troops hail 
left laopoldvlllc. I went mil to the aiipoil yesterday anil Caugokst 
sslio were working there told me "M i. Prime Minislcr, there aic 
still sonic Belgian mililaty personnel in duguise here at the airport. 
The military authorities nude inquitks yesterday, and discovered 
that there were Hill Belgian hoops at tin  aiipoil. T lie ic  Die a mini- 
her of them who hive disguised llicinselvcs os United Nation! 
troops." The govonnntiil is taking .1 stand today. I l ia c  hoops 
must leave today; othciwisc they will all Ire aueslcd and considcicd 
prisoners. (Appfatrse.) I base notified Mr. Bundle, the United Na 
lions assistant sccictatygcucial, ul lliir  derision. And I icquestcd 
that the N l l j l l i  airpoit be guarded only In troops of the ii.ilioiial 
army and perhaps a tew United Nations hoops, Init only Afnran 
ones. \Ap{)U nui We have placed mir trust in the United Nations. 
But thev must not try to hoodwink tit .nid tell us that it it Swedish 
or Irish hoops who aic at the a«r|>crt when it is Belgian troops who 
are there. And when the government discoseu Him  anil pioteslr, 
people aic going lo say that wo no longer (tint the United Nations. 
We ate no kmgcrchildtcn who can be easily taken in.

Belgian "Saboteurs" (Augu.*/ 13)

We trusted the majority of Belgians, believing that they were 
sincere when they said that they wanted tu stay here with us.

Bui we have harbored spies. This plot against the uatkm be 
comes mote and more evident is each day gucs by. Belgium and
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I lie Belgians are acting like submarines now. Since tlic\- can no 
longer operate un llic  Ml (face, thoy an- nji<r Jlnig below it. They 
l in e  ict up a spy nctwoik. Orders arc sent from Belgium and re- 
celled licic. ‘ I lie few Belgian! here communicate I hem In tlic ii 
straw men, Jiid tlicvc draw mm pat* llicm  nu to tticir militants. 
And the government is well awaic of this whole situation.

C.envia} Accusations

The Belgian government liai Jtlim plcd to create disorder. to cre
ate an economic vacuum, to plunge us into p m iit i ,  into mtcmplus 
mcnl. wi that the people will fall Into anarchs loUMitiow. (August 
*  i960]

At you cun tee. Belgium it destroying us, llclgumi i i  sabotaging 
ui. Belgium 11 1 tealine 0UI inoucv. hut we will get help elsewhere. 
| A n 1111 9, i960]

l l ic  Congolese are no longer dupes. M illium  weic spent on the 
electoral ranip.iign, to try to set tip  a puppet government; but these 
itilllioiiv have gone down the dnin. I'oday more millions ate being 
collected to try to overthrow the govciiimi-nl, to try to retain con 
trol o f the country. There expenditure* arc aUo useless. |Angn*t 13,

* t f ° ]

l.tin ium b j'i call fm th t withdrawal of |/i* United S a liv ii't w hitt 
troopi him rtcottltd  liw o n  August 13. i960

If ilie Belgian government hat vigorously opposed the enhance 
of United Nations troops m Katanga, and above all Alrican hoops, 
it iv so that the atrocities that have been committed in Katanga 
w ill nut come to light We know the Belgians said: “ We want 
United Nations tioops to enter llic Congo, hut only Kurope.ni 
irnopi. not African hoops, because we know that the African has 
African sympathies |Ap/>lau«e.| Hut military hoops arc military 
hoojss. and w t therefore do not undcistand why the seerclaiy-
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general give in and sent only while troops in Katanga, not allow 
hi* A ll it an hoops to p jitin p .ilc  Thai injustice clearly demonstrates 
that Belgium and llic  secretary general ol Che Unilctl Nations have 
secretly agreed on what moves arc In lie made (Apphsuja.) The 
Central Covcrniiicnt and I lie prnviiKiol governments w ill examine 
I lie- situation shortly We w.ml Hie I Imicd Nations in puisuc its a< 
lion .ind ate willing lo aid il lo llic  lim it i l l  our abilities, bn I only 
on coudilion t in t ull white Iiim«|>\ uic withdrawn from llic Congo. 
|Appfati».] The Aftiean troops lli.il have Ikc ii pul ui the disposal 
ol (lie United Nations arc <|iiile sufliekni In icslorc order in this 
country. Hclgiiinv hive come here disguised as United Nations Iroops 
and d inn ing  that they ate Swedish or Irish, And we have proof ol 
l l i i t  Two swell soldiers were iliKOstird yestcrdai Such hypocrisy 
insist not be allowed to continue ‘l l ic  work n| the United Nations 
must m il Ik- discrcditexl A ll soils nl lliings are being done in the 
Congo al this lime in diicredil I lie woik nl the United Nations 
Ami when wx piotrst, |>oople aie going lo say: "Yon see, (hey arc 
against (lie United Nations, they 111c against peace" We publicly 
denounce this.

l . r iT H H  T O  T I IK  .SKCRITARY OKNKRAI.

Auguil 15. i<)6o
I have jusl now icetived your letter of this dale, in reply to the 

one I s e n t  you an linnr ago. Ycinr Id le r in no way answers the j h c  

cise questions or (lie concrete pro|>malt contained in my letleis o l 
lire fourteenth and fifteenth of this month. There are no errors of 
fad in my statements, as you claim. It is because I publicly de
nounced. in a rexent press conference, llic  maneuvers whereby the 
only troops vciil to k'alang.i were from Sweden — a cimntry whose 
particular ties to Ihe Hclgian royal family arc public knowledge — 
lhat you have nuw hastily decided to send African Itnopi into this 
province.

If nu me ml xr r uf Ihe Security Council has taken it  upon himself
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to question ilic validity of your memorandum and yom plain for 
action, it n because ibe manlier* of the council have no precise 
idea ol svbai l i  going on behind i Ik  scenes. Public opinion is well 
awaic — as ate the members of the Security Council — that after 
Hr last resolution was |reused, you postponed yotir trip  to the Congo 
for twenty fuur hours foi the sole purpose o f engaging in talks with 
M r Pierre Wlgny, the Belgian minister of foreign attain, the ad
ministrator of the mining companies in the Congo, anil one o f the 
plotters of the secession of Katanga

Before leasing New York for the Congo, the Congolese delega
tion beaded by the vice-president o f the council. Mr. Antoine C i- 
jn ig j.  insisted that yon contact my government as soon as you ar
rived m Ieopoklvllh: hcfoic going un «o Katanga, in accordant* 
with the Sccui ily  Council'* resolution of July i.j. i<)6o. I person 
alls insisted on this in the letter I scut sou on August i j . through 
the inlcnncdiaiy of your special represeillative, Mr. Italpti Bunchc. 
But you completely ignored the legal government of the republic 
and lent a telegram from Nesv York to Mr. Tshornbe. the leader of 
the Kol3iigt.se (chclhiiii and an agent of the Belgian government. 
Mr. Tsliombe. as usual at the instigation of the Belgians who have 
been placed at Ids side, answered this tclcgiaiu by laying down two 
conditions that to his mind should govern the entrance of United 
Nations troops into Katanga. According to icvcallng statements 
that have jnsl been made by Mr. Tsliomhc (lining bis press con 
fere nee, you met Belgium's every demand as expressed through Mr. 
Tshornbe.

In view of all the foregoing, the government and the people of 
the Congo have lost their confidence in the secretary general uf the 
United Nations. As a consequence, we request as of Ibis dale that 
the Security Cosimil immediately send to the Congo a group uf 
neutral observers icprcieilting the following countries: Morocco, 
Tunisia, Klhiupta. Ghana, Guinea, die United Arab Republic. Su 
dan, Ceylon. Liberia. Mali, Burma, India, Afghanistan, and Leb 
anon. ‘I he mission of these observers w ill lie to assure the imrnedi-
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ale and lutal .i|iplicjlten nl Hit irM iliilm m  nf |)ic See nu ll (d irn d l 
n f |nlv 1 ̂  oii<I 2 3  mid Aug ml i), 1960

I (innlv hope dial llic  Scemily Countll, In which we place out 
entire h in t, w ill g uu l ih ii kg illm a lr ic ipm l A government dele 
gation vi ill accompany you In mdci In vcl lie p in t  of view- l>eloic 
the Security Cuimctl I avl von, Ihcreloic. to kindly postpone yom 
departure Ini twenty Inin lin u ii in mdci In allow oni delegation lo 
(ravel on (he nme plane.

He,we lie atmred. Mr. Sceiclaiy Clenctal, ol mir hlglirsl icgaril
Hie 1'i i i iK  M ln iitc i 
Signed: f  I.umumha

Mere i t  Luiiiiin iho'i chujr/cnf ttp lv  when J'le tidnil V011I011 10 
/med In Jmi/e him to the eeienioiiki cvichwli/ig t in  im/eptndoncc 
of the B iiiiidviJh Congo, Jf h\ij btoedcat oil Rodin /.an/inidviJJo, 
Augiiif 19. 1960

m i ;ssac; i : t o  t i i k  u k a z z a v i u i ; c o n g o

llrod im .nu l comrades hi the iliugg li
On this hislmic day, when live hiolhci people ol Ihc norlliem 

Congo icgjin llic tr indc|Kndcnce, I am piond anil ltap|i> lo tend 
waim and fraternal g lid ing ! in all the populace in die name ol 
the gnvcMinicnl and of die people of the Republic nl the Cougu. 
M y government icmaiii* convinced dial Ihc valiant Congolese pee 
p it 011 the other vide nf ihc liver w ill wotk energetically lo htoeden 
and viieuglhcit ihclr Independence. My govern men I itmidv ready 
In cumnlidalc lic i with you dial ate based 011 a common past and 
piuiintc a happy future.

That i i  why my |iivcinuicnl and all the leaden of my country 
Inoked fmw.iid with genuine plcavuic to joining you in our Hraraa 
v ilk  lo  cclcbmtc dm jnyom event together, llnforlunatcly 11 tele 
groin fuiiu your government li.u picvcillcd III fio in doing so. In (he 
name nf Ihc friendship between African peoples, wo ta ll iijio ii you
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In judge the winding, (he intentions. ami I lie motives behind lliii 
Iclcgiam ll reads .11 follows:

OmCIAI IILMiMU I'BIMK MINIS I CP T KOPOIUVII.LI Ml. $1 24}

IN RM*I.V SO VOUR TMJA.RAM CIT AVCUIT I .f SICNkO BY SKCRMARY 

MAKIH ARMNCBMHK'II AI.RfAUY MAOr H1R RKCM'IION CIliriA Of 

IIAIK ONI.Y II (IT IUUHK1 Kl»r 11 KING *11,1' TO KiX IJVK PRIME MINIS- 

h r Yinr coniibm minisiv* canjt/.ion in niABcr. wi.i.coming <*sm- 

mi 111.1. w iij. nit iimoi i.Korot.nviM •' 10 am >or arrivai. brat/a 

VILIE IOH5 SIOR AI.L ARMNCKMI'.KIl Al BFAUY MAM: POR Mill HOUR 

STOI* CONIIBM AMO MKMhVRV YOIJR IIIJ.RC A1 KIN .MIJVI CO MU IN 

I'BIVAIr rAti no r mcNMi prmideni or ihi: r itu iijc  or un 

CONCO AM* rCI.RMI YOULOli
i

Congolese hmllicu. comrade* in Die <1 niggle, despite Ilil« tele- 
gum and Die purpose behind il, we lie  perwaded (hat 001 two pen 
pics, who have liecn the victims of the same humiliating and rip 
picuivc icgimc over the cent m id. will he able in surmount together 
.ill the obstacle* ihui eolomulivm has placed between us mid join 
each other within a worthy, fruitful, prosperous and (internal At 
iic jii community. Imng live independence and the lovticigni) nl 
the fouuci I'rcuch Outgo l/»ng live African friendship in unity, 
fraternity ficedoni, and democracy l.mig live ilic friendship nf all 
the woild'i |>cup1cs.

Up u riiii September 15, the prime niiuuter mo dr It <1 point not 
10 hold the chief of i f  alt personally itsponuble /or (hr bs/nivror a f 
the Mukongu Tribe or (or the acliotu of certain number* of the 
Ahako party, i.tmiumbu's appealt failed to p rt\euf an eventual rift 
betwan him a rid Kusuvirfru, houovcr. T/10 (wo rfHCchot lure uan  
nude nn Jlacfin l.eopold\illo on At/gui! g dm /1j.
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I IIK AHAKCI

Agiim il 1/4© fnt/cpciiderrcr u} Ihe Ihikongos

l l  i« being id id d ia l a sp lm ttt i;im ip  of Hakoitgos is going tu  pro 
claim i l i  1 i>dc|>cii«l€nee; l l i i i  w ill irevei luppcn. . ‘ I l i i i  is a split) 
le i group o f .1 leu Kakmigos u lio  are .igainsl K usjviiIiii. who me 
iig jins l die govciim icnl, u lio  jic  against die couiihv, w lio  die in 
die pay id  die colonialists. who j ic  paid by Ihe (Jallmlics to creole 
uhshuction ami disorder 111 the lo u i l t i i .  . M i Katjvubu does 
uni go along w ith  l im e  fareisls . w lm  Inivv gone o il lo  plot u i l l i  
Vuulou.

T i l t  B dko ilgo t, «j l l t a l k t i  1'caplc

Kalsi' lumors have been spread m Lco|k>UIvIIIc, particularly in 
llakougo circles, d ia l Ihe Central Government lias ahead) arrested 
M ic ia l llakongn leaders. I received telegrams, a gnat nn in tc i of 
U-kgums yesterday and this morning, Mime o f them from <111 Abako 
yn tilli movement, and some o f ihcm from Ikkongo public figures, 
asking me lo  free the Hakougu leaden who have been arrested. And 
I publicly slate d ia l no Ihiknngo leader, no Hakongo public figure, 
lids been mrested ‘ lirere has been 110 legal 01 administrative action 
against the Hakongm. They arc a hmthcr people II uc hast- d ie ted 
M r. Kasavultu, Ihe president o f die A lia lo , us chief ol slate, i t  is be 
cause u c  hosted mu Daknngo hrodxrs. The colon!alisls tiled tu di 
vido 111. before- irsdepcitdencc dies waged a campaign against lire 
Bakongos in  Ihe five provinces. They tried lo  isolate them. W e ie 
acted. I urn lire fiist lo  say lhat i l  was a hale campaign, a campaign 
o f lies. The llakongus arc our bmlhcrs mid u c  haw  prosc-d il. I'lie 
cnloiiialislv me s lill hying lo exploit |io|Mil.ii curiosily today. And 
u c  say 10 mu llakongu brothcis lhat no steps have b « u  taken 
against them mid lli. il these arc false rumois. I liappm  to  haw  had 
a visit fm m  M r. D iu in i yctlcrday. I here was even a mmol going 
aboill d ia l I had signed an urder or a waiianl foi Mr. D io in i'i at-
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ic«l and imprisonment, winch u absolutely false. We know Hint nut 
brothers in the lower Congo have legitimate aspirations. ili.il they 
would like to remain w ithin the framcwoik of a united Congo Iml 
want un administrative province of tlic ii own, a province whose af 
fairs (hey can iuu as they think best. I know that the same demands 
are l>cmy made chcwhciv. Wo approve of anything that u  compali 
hie with the interests of the nation. 'I lie only iiiu w c i I can give on 
the part of the Central Covcnimcnt iv that the circumstance* we 
find ourselves m at picscnt, a time of veritable national mourning, 
make l l i i i  the wrong moment to proceed with these administrative 
or imtitutiun.il icfoum.

Our enemies ore going to take advantage of t l i i i  situation and 
ereate other difficulties foi us. II a Hakungo province is created to 
day, with tlic b a t of intentions since the Haknngm ate fur national 
unity, the chief uf stale u for national unity, and every vane pcison 
m Ihiv country is for national unity, our enemies will sente upon 
this as un excuse to create a third or a fou ilh  pioviixc in leopcld 
villc. f l i t v  w ill exploit the same situation elsewhere. And I tohl 
Mr. Oiomi Yuut aspirations vs’i l l  always Ise considered vymp.il lie I - 
isally, ami w ill surely lie fulfilled I want to assure my llakongo 
luotiicis that lliev w ill never have any difTtculty with the Central 
Cuvcrmucnl. the pressnl nationalist government; on the contrary, 
they wdlalwuyi find satis fact ion." |A/>pfuui#.|

Hut may it always lie in the su|xnor interest ul the soimlty, of 
the nation, and of the immediate anil total independence tli.il the 
lt.ikm.gov, the llangjlas, the llalubat. the flatclclav continually 
called for during live election campaign. And now that this total 
.iml complete indopeiHlcnee Is in om hands and our enemies arc 
attempting to wrest it Isom lis, the first thing we must do is fight 
these enemies; and when the enemy has left, when we have consoli
dated om strength, when we have laid firm foundations on the na
tional plane, we can then examine exactly wliat soil of structure 
this country w ill have, calmly ami carefully, within our I’ailicmiciil, 
with the cooperation of everyone. Whether the Congo is to go by
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llic name of a unilaiv slate, a (smfcslcration, a federal system, os 
any other name, it  nut tvh.il pumatily mtcrcsli ni W lnil is of prime 
concern is ilie mteicsl of the country, Ihc fntuic of llio  Congo. And 
we are going to find .1 solution t lu t will lie the expression of I lie 
popular will, of the llakungos. of |Ik  IIj IiiIux, and of cvctybody 
cite. Hut we must u ii ik it l jn d  t lu t for the moment (our vv-jtchwotd 
must he]: let n i drive out the enemy, let in fight against die enemy.

In  another folk on Rodin I.eopoldrUle (no diifa), f.i/Niimtbtf i f f  
nouneed iiibvmivY trade — racist and teadianaty paiodkah  in 
fkfgium, ivfiic/i irrtoe 1958 had aim /seen viofeiitfy d/focfciug Vtttcnca 
Africoine

I want to tell you about the Deignin' latest n iauctitm  in the 
Congo, 'thousands of seditious tracts coming vlsaight fiom HiusicU 
have been d is tiiln itid  Ihronghout the citd In Leopoklville These 
tu e tt were prinled on the pieties of Europe M a r in e ,  a ncwspapei 
puhlishcil in Dmsscli whose entry into the Congo has just liccn for 
bidden. These seditions Iracli were shipped hue aboard Sabenu 
plane- in Ikixcv beJling the label "newapapen.”  One of these liacts 
sliilct: “ Congolese. Lumumba is going to sell your women to Kut- 
sia.“  Another one uvs: “ Luimnnhj lu i hem given millions in dio 
monds foi our women, nulliom of teats."

Another one sail: "W e have hinqtk, and lh a l'i what Lumumba 
is still doing.”  * and these jic  juxtaposed pliolos. one o f which 
shows a wounded Congolcic.

Due is anothci trad, with a text in l.ingala- “ I has-c made a pact 
with I lie devil; so much the worse for Ihc Congolese." Then you 
sec Lumumba with bandages on his hand; this 11 outrageous Ik ) 
gi.m tccachety at w-otk, because as I was leaving the prison in |adot 
ville, after also having beui handcuffed and tied up like a slick of 
wood at the ptivflii in Stanleyville, the haiidculfs injured my wrists

' An km I it mil table play on llic wind Im u fu t t ,  which meant belli "M sutfec t 
Us>" and “In clink (Unci.' (TiimUtor’i note.)
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and I i l i l l  had open sorei when I armed in Drumls to participate) 
in the Hmmd Talilc Conference, and ihe jom naliilt had pliotc 
graphed me And loilay Ihe Belgians arc making a show n( alioci 
lies that I myself preferred lo hide since there would have been no 
point in pulling lliem before the Congolese people Hut the Del 
gimis Ihemsdset me making n show of how 1 suffered and how lhc> 
mistiMUd me; all that, gentlemen, n  proof of Ihe Congolese pee 
pie’s victory over colonialism. |Ap/>/aute.]

And il l  son tee, instead of using i l i  planes fur the normal ship 
nicnl uf freight and p jticngcii, Saheua i t  now- iianspcirlmg imct% 
.ind ilneumenls ili.ii amine people’s hatred. This is pmof, gentle 
men of l ln  press, of svh.it the Belgians mean by friendship and a 
spnil of cooperation toward the Congo >

Ix I ns thwart tin- maneuvers of these brothers, our hiothcis who 
arc strengthening Ihe enemy’s hand today, f lic  Belgians nrc no 
longer able lo  disliilm tc their tracts, and it is blacks who aic doing 
to, in city taxicabs, having been paid fisc bundled 01 a thousand 
fiano. anil it it  these same hrolhcii who aic disliosmg the Congo 
We have our riches, we Itavi oni uunkie, we have nm bananas: 
can’t tve cat them ;n a proof of ihe nation's conscience tod.it? A 
Congolese can be taught for a hundred frjncs: * pcunti willing to 
dctlios his country can he bought for lifts francs. 1 am addressing 
an appeal, a desperate appeal lo the entire Congolese people lo  bi 
vigilant. And if jiiv  hiolher of yams, any sun of yours, whoever he 
may be, sells out om couuliy, rollaboiatci with the enemy, it it  sou 
the |Koplc who must be the judge, who mint lie the police, who 
must arrest this hoodlum, this cnllahoutoi. ilm  lia ito i. We arc not 
against anyone; we uie for peace.

h i the face of the pre ii campaign agairut him In certain circle* 
and the foreign allackt on h it government, l.tnnnniha inured par 
rage of the following lout



Aliens? iqfco

DKCRKK C O NCERN IN G  l’ K K K IX )M  OF ASSOCIATION
AN D  ASSKMIU.Y <aik;u«i n .  iq6o)

In view of I lie pioviiiom ol ihc ImiikIsi men tul Law of May iq, 
i960, icgaiding |la- stiuctuiet of Hie icpiildic, in particular J i l ic k l  

2, }$, and 16 of this law;
In view-of the pioviiiom of the l*'iiii<lamaital Law- ol |nnc 17, 

i960, regarding publk freedoms. in p jilic iilJ i a itidc i 16 ami 18 ol 
this law.

In view of (lie provisions «f Hie sltccce uf August 6. 1912. regaid 
ing the general police poweii of Hie government.

In view of the decision m.idc h) tile  Council o f M in itten on Au 
gml 8, i960:

In view of the fact that sciious Untinbjincs arc now nceiiiriiig 
lliioiighnut the Ic in lon  of tin  Ucpuhlk of the Congo:

It i i  hcicbv decreed:

ChopUi I. On Freedom of Association

Arlic/e 1. N'n association may be formed witlioul the aullio ritt 
tion of the M in iitc i o l the Interior.

Arlk/e a. Sncli authonralion will be i t  h i led only to aisociatiom 
whose existence might ennslilutr 1 lineal to public peace or Older.

Artiefe j .  A ll tcqncsts for a iithoiiM lion aic to l>c submitted to 
the M inislci of the Interior, accompanied by the following Infor
mation:

11) the name and addins of the association;
(a) the purpose o f the association;
(3) the conditions foi mcmbeiship in the association;
I h ) * ,ll|l description and indication ol the customaiy residence 

of leaden nl the association or ol those who paitici|>alc in 
the direction of it, anil their lilies;

{ S) the mngnia that members of tho association wear;
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(6) the places where meetings of the general membership and 
meetings uf (Ik  leaders arc held.

/ I l l ic it  4. Any changes in regard to any of the fads specified in 
lire preceding urtick ore to be bioughl to the attention of the Min- 
icier of the Interior, and me to Ik  subject to his approval.

ArfWc 5. Authorized associations will lie subject to the conitont 
surveillance of the Minister in charge ol the SOrctl or his deputy. 
T in  latter lin y  attend meetings of the association 01 of its leaden 
at any time, ami may demand that records and documents pertain
ing to the association Ik  turned over to them.

Article f>. Associations ahead) in existence ate required to apply 
immediately loi the authorization provided foi in Article 1 'llic y  
nniy engage in no activities svhahoescr until sslch anthon/aliou has 
been obtained.

Article 7 Hie Mismtci of the Interior mas dissolve at any nine 
any association that docs not comply with the present decree ut 
whose existence constitutes >i tliicat to public jx-acc ut order.

Article #. Any person uswuc of the iiicgulai nature o f an asso
ciation 01 ils 0|Kralion who participates in its foimalKm or tlx ac 
livitics. attends its meetings, ui contributes to its opciation, w ill lie 
subject to a maximum prison sentence of two mouths and n fine 
not to exceed 1000 francs, 01 tu uni) one of the two foregoing pen 
allies

Chapter II. On I'tcadum 0/ Artcuibly

Arfic/e 9. Any procerrion. parade, <fcmnuilr<tffc>n, meeting, or <u- 
k iiiW ) 0/ porous outdoors or in an vuenriosed 01 open place ri 
subject topnoi authorization in writing.

Aiticfc 10. Use atilliorizahou described in Article 9 11 to lie 
granted by out Minister of the Inlcnor or lux deputy

Article i r .  Tbo request for authorization is to Ik  nude in writ
ing It mnst be in the hands of the minister specified nr hi« deputy 
at least m  days hcfoic the date on which llic dcmomtiation. meet
ing, or assembly i t  In be held
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Article 12. Anyone who urgauiaci n demonstration, meeting, cn 
assembly that has not been duly .n illm ii/u l mulct the tenm o( the 
present electee or who knowingly participates in inch will be sub- 
jeel In a maximum piison sentence of two months and a fine not to 
exceed looo francs, or lo only one of the fmegoing penalties.

A/ficIc i) .  T ltc  pie sent decree will lx publicly [soiled ami in 
lerted in the Aioiiilaur (.011gulrffi. It i i  In lueoiuc effective itumcdi 
Jtcly.

ArficJe 14. The Ministci of the In triim  and the Minister in 
chirgc of the SKhelc die lo hi- rcspomihlc for the execution ol the 
present decree, in accordance with the duties herein assigned him

Kicculcd in fxopoldvillc, August 11,196c
I'm the goscnnncnl.
Hie runic Ministci.
P I aimkmns

H U  INSTITUTION OF A SPKCIAI. STATU OF 
M AU TIA I. LAW  {a ik u h i 16. 1 q6oI

We. the Prciidcul of the Republic of the Congo,
In view of tlic [xosiiious of the Fundamental l-iw- o f May 19. 

i960, icgnuling itilK tuics, in particular eiticlc 1870* this law;
In view- of the |MDviifous of the dcciee ol Novcmbci it, 1917, re' 

gardmg martial low not implicitly abrogated by the aforesaid Fun
damental Law;

In view o f grave coucerus regarding public solely that necessitate 
strong measures ennui at restoring order and justice;

In view of the counsel of the Ccncial IVosecutois;
Do hereby issue the following ordinance;
Article 1 A special slate of martial law is instituted for a period 

of six mouths throughout the territory nf the Kcpuhlu of the 
Congo.

Article a. The puient ordinance is to he publicly potted and in 
icrted in ihc ■Nfonilcnr Cowgoldie.
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Article Out M inuted ol Justice and of National Defense ate 
lo  be responsible lot ihc execution of the present ordiinincc.

Hxcculctl in Leopoldville, August >6. i960 
Ktuavubu, I’ lcMdcnt nf llic  Hcpuldic. ‘Hie M inuter «f Justice 

{ubtent). K. M wjm lxt. The Prime Minister and Minister nf Na- 
I Iona I Odense. Palrice UnmimU.i.

After h it four of Africa, on h it return from the I hilled Stdfei. 
I.iinwviha organized a Purr African Conference, which uvu /sa/d ill 
IxopoidvtlU Auguit 3 5 - ji.  / in f i l l /loiiibofro pi ended. * iiiid  th t of 
fk ia t delegates from  Tunisia, Liberia, Ethiopia. Morocco, the United 
Arab htpnhlic. Ktati, Togo, the Proiitioiidi Government of Algeria, 
Guinea, and G/idiid. pi in delegate < front ndnindapendeni African 
countries, met in ihc Palace of Cuff me. I 

T/ic d /riiu j 0/ United N’dlroiii troops in Katanga at tin  1 fiin r did 
not seriously d iiturh Tihonibe't eetesrionitI regime, and the African 
s la in  did not renew their offer to provide the Congo with direct 
m ilild/y did, /idling dre/drd that the only valid way of cooperating 
ssif/i the Congo wat through United at iont channels.

In the test betow, l.umumh,i outlines h it entire Pan African po 
lifion, which tvm t it  uled the fundamental ideological framework of 
h it progressive program. This policy made /lim  u truly excepfJorwl 
figure on the Congoieie teens, for he uxw praclicxilly the only polit
ical leader to link constantly the problem of Congolese resolution 
with the overall reality of Africa on the march, * I

• llimhol.i fin  Kmiuicd llic in in liter e( fosrlgn affair* in every »a««d>ii|t 
Coneoletc go>citinsenl, fiotn Adouli'i 10 Ok mtHni |iq6)'

I Lumumba** rtUtioni with Kullxii Youlou of the Bnuivilk Congo wnr 
very had. for he irgjtdcd llx  abbt 11 in agent n< eoloniiliwn atone ilaLc in Ihe 
gain* n it ih t blltainfiilion ol the Mack Conlineni
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SI’K K C II OHKNIKC; T IIK  PAN AI RICAN CONFKRKNCK
or i koix)i.i>vii.i.i-.

ilunoiiib lc MmivUn, I.adm anil Gentle men, Dear Comrades.
1  hr Congolese people locked in rumhat arc proud on<1 happy 10 

receive llic ir bruthus in Ihc st niggle in llic ii cuuntry today.
To my government, to us Congolese. yum presence here .il mdi 

a moment i i  incontrovertible living prool ol Ihc Afrkan reality that 
our cncniicv have always denied and d ill vinbbomly deny today. 
Hut as you know, reality iv even more stubborn, and AIiicj u very 
much alive. I l refuses lo die »o as In  justify Ihc opinions o f Ihc lag 
gaids u( hittory. nl the hivlory that we have made wilh mu own 
lundv. uur own skin. mu own blood.

It n in meetings such a« tlm  Dial we have Ikcoiik aware ul out 
personality .nnl our dynamic solidarity. When we fm l met al ton 
fcanccs held in various ellicv of A fnta  anil in Ihc comic of them 
pmed Ihc piublcm uf decolonisation, Ihc imperialists did nol be 
lieve wo would ever achieve our goal.

Y d  how Im we have gone together since the fm l Conference of 
African Peoples held in Aecra in December 195b'

Wav it not ju il a short lime after the meetings in Aecra that the 
peoplcv of Angola, Algeria, Ihc Congn, Kenya. Mozambique, Nyain- 
land. Hliodeiia, and today Rwanda Ihunndi began lo fight even 
harder for their freedom?

W«» il nol uflci this historic confeicnte that blazed the trail for
I Ik libera I ion of Africa lhal the popular liberation movement be- 
came- so «limig that nothing — neither vloum 1101 force of anm nor 
rcpictsion — cotild slop It, or will Ik  able to itop it in Ihc future?

The work uf this conference cannot help hut hasten this move 
merit tu win the independence of the African continent.

Honorable Minuter!, you leaders fighting for African liccdom. il
II your duly to show tin world and our detractor* once again that 
nothing van prevent ui ftnin reaching our common gojl: the libera
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lion of Africa. W c cm truly nltJiu this goal only i l  wc icmaui 
and stand shoulder to shoulder. Our solidarity has meaning 

only because It lias no limits, and because wc ate finally aware that 
the (ale of Africa is one and indivisible.

These a ir the pmfound reasons underlying the woik that sou me 
about to undertake. I'hc purpose of lin t meeting is to diaw up 
plant for a major summit conference, m the course of which out 
slates m in i make decisions with regard to:

( i ) the total support by all African countries of the general strug
gle lo further the interests of the Pan-African bloc:

(а) the policy of neutralism, whose aim Is genuine independ 
cnee;

(5) the removal of colonialist linguistic ly i t ic i i  through cultural 
exchanges:

(4) commercial agreements between Afiiran countries;
(5) the position of Africa as regards the Kmnpcan Common 

Market;
(б) cooperation on the military plane.
(7) studying lire |>ossiliihtics of retting up a high-powered radio 

lia im nltler m l>co|>olds‘ille, to which .ill the Afiicau slates w ill con 
tribute;

(8) planning and setting up a ccntci for scientific research in 
[ftipo ldv lllc  within the framework of the Cunimissiun on ‘I'cch 
nlcal Cooperation

llunorahlc M iulslcit, you aic coining into perianal contact with 
the reality of the African Congo, here on this very spot, in the veiy 
midst of a crisis that wc must icsoKc T lieic i» 1111 doubt dial \0111 
uwaicness of the future of our continent w ill enable sou to carry
out your work successfully Your principal task 11 to plan the meet
ing uf am chiefs of stale, who will give concrete farm to this A id 
can unity in w hose name you have answered our call.

You arc aware of the causes uudcilying wli.il is currently lacing 
called the Congo crisis, which in reality is only the continuation of 
a struggle between forces of oppicstion and forcci uf liberation.
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My government, which both represents and guarantees the sov 
crcignky of Ihc Congolese people, decided In (.ill 0|>oii ihc United 
Nation* when Belgian aggievtion fust began.

f l ic  United Nations nmwciul um appeal The free world pro 
nonnerd judgment. Belgium was iviKlemiud

In nidcr 1o enlighten international public opinion as In the real 
■unlive* behind the drama in Hie Congo. I ilcsklcil In go In New 
York.

On out relum fiu in Ihc United Stales, we accepted Ihc u n it a- 
lion of ihc chief* of stale of flee Africa, who have unanimously 
gisen us proof of their fraternal stippoil by taking a puhlic Mj ik I.

Hie classic consequences of colonialism, which we have all ex
perienced or aic * lill expciinumg in pad, ai< paiticnlaily lenacious 
litre: conimuing military occu|ulion. tribal divisions that have long 
been fostered and encouraged, destructive political opposition lliat 
has been deliberately planned, caitfully coordinated, and bought 
fm  mm icy.

You know Inns- difficult il has been Mill* la i for a newly Hide 
pendent dale to do away with in ililaiy lusts set up by the Iniuier 
occupying powers. W e must pioclaim. l ic i t  and now, that Afiica 
will hence forth icfusc to allow ini|Knalisl aimed feurcs tn icmain 
on its soil. T lic ic mud lie 110 inoic Birdies, Kilouas, Kammas. Suli 
Shmanci

We have 0111 own armies In defend our couultics.
Our I'orce Publiquc, the victim nl underhanded luancuvei*. 1* 

also gelling lid  of (nlouulisl structures so its to become a real n i
Ii011.1l army, under the command of Congolese leaden.

Our internal difficulties, tribal quarrels, the focal points of polit
ical uppmiliun, icon to lie centered, by some strange chance, m re 
gums w Ik ic  our mining icsoutcei ami 0111 power u sources ate t id i
est. W e know how they were deliberately loitered, and Iww even 
today they art* being futlhi-rcd within our borders.

Our Katanga, because nl its uranium, its coppci and gold, our 
llakwjng.1 in Kuxji because of its diamonds, base become Ihc focal
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points of imperialist p in k  'I lie goal of these plots i* tlic  economic 
rcunK|ucil iif uur count ry.

One thing remains certain, ami I solemnly proclaim it the Con
golese people will nc\cr pnm it themselves In lx  exploited again; 
uny leader who attempli to take them down this path w ill be ic 
i«leal hy the nation.

The gical xtir that the Congolese problem has caused is an in
dication of how- heavily A fiiia  weighs upon the comcicme of the 
world. By shattering the colonial fuini-woik. mu countries, which 
only yesterday everyone tried to ignore, have upset the old work!. 
Arc those structures whirh aie different from nun being c|Ue*tnmcd? 
Yes. light hoc in Africa. May they be safeguarded by the parties 
icsponSihk- for I Item ill those countries wliefe they have hem funnel 
lilting and propci I Tins is no concern of oim. Our comerii is oui 
future, our destiny: o fiec Africa.

T ill*  is our yc.il, you arc witnesses to this, and actor* in the drainil. 
This ycai is t in t of our unconditional victory. It is the vein uf lie 
iok Algeria, h.ilhcd hi hluoil. Algeria the martyr, whose exemplary 
struggle rcinimls m that there can he no compromise with the en
emy. It it  the star of Angola. whose mouth has been gagged, tltul 
of South Africa enslaved, of Rwanda Bui midi in chains, of peise 
tnted Kenya.

A ll of in know-, the world knows, lh.il Algeria is not French, Hint 
Angola is not f’ortoguese, that Kenya is nut Fngllsh, that Rwanda 
Burundi it  not Belgian. W e know that Africa is not French or Brit
ish or American Or Russian; it is African.

W e know what the goal of the West is. Yesterday it divided us 
ol the Irilvil lescl, nt the level uf clans and rural districts. Because 
Allied it freeing itself, the West is trying today to divide us at the 
slate level, ft is I lying to ireste antagonistic hlexs ami satellites, ami 
to exploit this cold war status In accentuating out differences, 
thereby perpetuating its eternal guardianship.

I dn not believe I am miiUkcn when f maintain that u united 
Africa wants nothing to do with such conniving. 'I hat is why we
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have adopted 1 lie policy of p o iiliw  neutralism. ilic  one valid pol
icy 1I1 at will enable us lo c \p tcn  our pci tonality 

In 0111 eye*. llicrr ■« no W rdcru or lo ininm m l bloc, only nation* 
whove altitude inward Afiiea w ill «l»ctJlc what nur» w ill be tovvaid 
them

We refute to lie (lie lullIc^nntiiel of iiilc in .ilional intrigue*. ilic  
f f x m  am! ilic prize of eold w j m  

I offer *<j!cinn in ln itc  lo I'lis idc iit Ihiur&uili.i, H it M jjo lv  Mo 
li.iiiiincel V . Picvidcut Sekou Tome', I’rcudciil Tubman, I’ rCtidcnl 
V K m iiiij Ii , j ik I  1’ icndeiil Olvmpio. whom I li ne had Ilic boom of 
meeting (lining lli i*  cuicial perxiil 

Anil I irgrcl that im puiunt obligation* piivculcd me ftoin uu 
iwcinig Ilic  invitation o f rmidcul Naiscr and I In  Majesty Malle 
Sclavjie.

A i m ililan li for African tinily, all these leaden lu te  laid “ no" to 
die attempt to dranglc Afina.

A ll of I Item imimdiatcK realized that the cnknualnlt, in I Ih-ii 
ilfn rl*  lo regain I lien former hold, luvt: endangered nol only the 
genuine indc|>ciiilciMc of Ilic Congo, but alio the vciy evidence of 
all I lie independent countries of Africa They have all realized Dial 
il the Congo die*, all A flka will Ik  plunged into ihc Oaikncn of 
defe.il and ilaveiy.

11m  it  yet another living pmof of African unity. )l it: the con- 
(ictc proof of 1 Ini unity, without which we would he liclplcvi lo 
confront the monition* appetite* of ini|>ciijlmn day niter day.

A ll Ihe-tu vlatcimcii have thin home wituci* that one doe* not 
•frfwlc I hi* b jne piiuciple — one fig fifi ta defend il 

We arc lure to defend Africa, nnr patrimony, togcihcrl W e mint 
confront the conceited action ol the imperialist powers, of which 
lire Belgian cokm iilid i aic merely the tool, with a common front 
bringing together the free peoples of A fnc j jttd  llio tc  d ill righting 
for llic ir independence. I he enemici of freedom muit he brought 
face to face with a coalition o f free men. 

h'or the manic 111 our common fate i* being decided licic in ilic
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Congo l l  )i here. in fact, that a new lia ltlu foi the emancipation 
and I lie icliahdilahon of Africa is being joined.

Pmsimig the shugglc whou ptinmry objective ii tu restore the 
dignity of the African, the Congolese people have chosen immedi
ate and complete tur/cpcnc/oncr.

By <o doing, the Congolese |>copk knew l lu l  they would not aid 
themselves in one stroke of the colonialist brand they had liccu 
market) with, that having then independence recognized dr /me 
wai only a fin I step tb.il the ctlr.it they would lie w lk d  upon to 
make would be a longterm one and vsoukl peihapt bring even moic 
hardships.

We have not chosen the easy path, but lather the path that kd 
to inun't pride and freedom. *

We have realized that at long at a country is not independent, as 
long at it hai mil taken it* fate into lit  own hands, it lacki svli.il Ii 
most essential And l l t i i  icmams line no mattci what standards nf 
living the colonized enjoy, anil no inaltci svhal positive features n 
colonial system may have in nflcr.

Hie more ss-c ss?rc rejected, depersonalized, ami reduced to the 
level o f animal}, the hauler sve fought to fu lfill um stubborn elciiic 
for immediate independence, with no waiting |Kriod and without
compiotniK*.

W hat me would there lias? been m delaying, in caiupiniiiiiing 
further, when sve sscio ohcjdv well aware that sooner ar b ier is? 
would have lo review cvctylhing sve h;id done, and Hunk everything 
through again by ouiscls-cs? We knew that tv? would have lo cicjIc 
now structures fulfilling the «c«|iiircinciili far u genuinely African 
fsiliuc for our coutlliy. lo icvise liter lnclhuds that had been forced 
upon ni, and abose all to rediscover our most intimate reives and 
rid owtclt-cs of mc-ntal altitudes and cumpkxct and habits that col 
oimalion had trapped us in for centuries.

Our only choice ssai to lake exactly the op|x>iitc course: rt was 
freedom or continued I la very. There can lie no middle stray between 
freedom and slavery. W e chose to pay the pike o f freedom.
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Wc arc demonstrating mu ability lo play llic  lolc of ficc men 
who day 1>\ <1j \  aic I jkin/* the destinies ol llic it n.iliom and llieir 
(oiitmcnl in tlicirown hands.

We urgently nerd peace ami luimony; oui international policy 
it  bawd mi the loyal toujscialion and [iicndvhtp of all the pcoplct 
of the world. We want tn l>r a force for peaceful piogrcst, a power 
fur tcconcilialmii. An iiKlc|>ciuk'ul and milled Africa will m ile  a 
substantial positive u in tillu iliim  to world |*acc.

At long as it i j  lorn apart and divided up into tplierci of rival in 
Hucncc, it can only make global antagonisms more vinlcnl ami in 
tcrnational tcnwiini more severe

Oui in lc riu lio n il relation! ate uni diuium natory. T in  Congo 11 
opt 11 lo all. and we arc ready to go anywhere.

Our only requirement i« that our sovereignly be recognized and 
re spelled

W e will open our doors to technician' of any nationality who 
aic moved hy a spirit of fiiciiddnp loyalty, and cooperation and 
have made up their mindv not to dominate Africans hut kisxj At 
oca. 'I lic y  w ill l>c given .1 w jim  wclcuntc in oui louutiy.

I am ccrlJin that 1 am cxpicssing the fccliugi of all my licollicn 
win 11 I say that Africa iv oppoved lo no one 11 j lion in particular, 
bul that the is on her guard against any finthci attempts to doun 
nale and exploit us, hotli in the area ol material interests mid in 
the intellectual sphere. Our uim it  In restore Africa's cultural, ph il
osophical, ethical, and social values, and lo  safeguard out icsoutccs 
Hul our vigilance does nut mean isolation. Kvir mice it  has become 
independent, the Congo has publicly cxpiessed its desire to partici
pate' in the life  of free natmns, and this dcrite lias Ukcu concrete 
form in its icquest for membership in the United Nations.

Honorable Minister! and Dear Comrades I cannot tell you how 
pmml and happy the government and the Congolese |*o p k  arc to 
day because of your picscucc. which It that of Africa

The time for drawing up plans is nuw past. Africa today must 
act. 'fisc peoples ol Africa aic walling impatiently foe rucli action
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to begin. African unity Aixi solidarity are no longer mere dreams; 
wo m in t row embody them In concrete decisions.

W ith  one mind, one will, and one heart, we w ill soon make A f
rits. our Afrits, a teally free and independent continent 

Long Uyo African independence and unify!
FofHwJ, Africans, to total libardtionl

i



Part Four

S eptem ber 1960 - January 17,1961



b'oi weeks the situation in J-ropnJdWflf ami f/w provinco had 
b<0ii deteriorating Several political <tr*duiiMliotis of membtn of 
Parliament had M in i piece. A *fule of titge was proclaimed. M l the 
colonialhl fyoH'ttt and culonialitl group* canir lo Ihe aid of Ka 
(anpt. On August 8. the independence of Ilia <nifonuwioui ila le  of 
South Kasai vi-ui proclaimed by Antoine Kalonfi, who declared vn 
(he nindi in Eilfabethville (wlnr.ee he had come In tech Tihumbe's 
aid again t( Lumumba) I hat II hui a "M ining Province" 01 a 
"M in ing Hepublic," which had chosen Bakwanga a* i l l  capital 
( It  was also (In  diamond capital of t in  Congo.) The situation hi 
Kasai uui detpriale. Ihe mutual massacres of Luluds and Balubas 
were frightful, and thousands of starving refugees clogged the redd*.

■JViu Central (Unrerumenl cndeavxned (o break the back of races- 
shin ino ic iiti'iifi by sending tin Congolese Motional Army to fight 
them I t  * \u  CofontJ Mo/iutu who decided to send troopi on a 
p u n i t i v e  evpedition to Kasai At tb it point. President Kaiavuhu't 
decision to dismiss h it prune minister resounded like a dap of 
thundei in the skies of Congolese poiilks. lie  announced it on the 
radio at 8:15 r.xt. 011 September 5.

Hid at 9:05, levs than three quaiters of tin hour after this speech 
by the chief of state. Patrice J .n iiit i in k j appeared before the micro 
plume in turn and spoke aver the national radio.

A dccLumion by Mr katavubu Jo the effect that the govetnmenl 
In* been dittttisscd has jmt been broadcast over Ihe radio. I l l Ihe 
name of the government, in the name of Ibc entire nation, I deny 
this repoil The president of the republic and I have al no lime 
mcl In d in  m i the subject. ‘ ITie government has been democrat!- 
cal))- elected by the people. It lias the confidence of the people. It
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can be removed from office only by Ihe people No uue. not even 
flic  president o f (he republic, has I lie right to dmims a government 
elected hy (Ik  pcnpfa only lire people can tlo 10. The government 
remains in office and n  continuing its mandjle: to defend (lie peo
ple. the unity of lire country, and its tcrrilona) intcgnty. It is we 
who appointed Mr. Kasjvnbu, who did not have the confidence of 
the people. Twelve of m deputies had been endcavming to find a 
compromise solution. If Mr. Kasavulttt is chief o f stale, it is be
cause we wanted him to Ik . W e could he as high-handed as he has 
been: we might withdraw the trust we hove placed in him and dc 
dare that Ik* is no longer chief of stale I t  im p  to ynn, the people, 
to pass judgment today, to choose between a nun who is playing 
the game of the Belgian imperialists nnd a government that is 
working day and night to defend the people

11 hi. d«lifn jtro ii by Mr. t.umumba is applauded by a numlrai 
o f fxopU i l l  (hr slnilio 5 /iouts of "f.ong fiva Lumumha!" "lasng 
five* Ihe puma mlnisler," and "lx»ng liw  (he republic." ate heard.)

/\( 9:30 i*.m. and rrgtfin <it 10.0$ thdl tame evening, l.tntirmibo 
spoke on (ha radio once mote, lie  openly accuser/ (he chief of tlale  
of (reason-. " l la  is no huger (he chief of t la lt. (he gov-a/nmenl hat 
askumed (he sovereign prarogdfivea 0/ our republic '* I

I wish to announce that a meeting nf ministers w ill Ik  held this 
evening to examine the situation created by Ihe unexpected dee 
IniJlion of Mr. Kasavtibu, who lus publicly betrayed the nation. I 
have not been consulted by M i Kasavubu. 01 by any minister 01 
member of Parliament. The democratic process allows u govern 
ment to icnsain in office only if  it is elected by the people and cn 
joys the people'* confidtncc. We have their confidence. W e have 
pruved to Ihe people .md In the entire world that the notional and 
popular government, whirh you brought to power in ^ free clccliun 
in order to defend yout interests and your national pnlutnouy, has 
Him far worked to further the superior interests of the nation as a
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wliolc. W c have spared iki effnit: we have worked Iwcnlvfom 
houiv m il of Iwcnlv four lo defend ll»c people. who have long 
wittered from the oppression o f Belgian coloni.iliiU. Our one aim ii 
lo serve sou. (ii defend jon

The government icjokcs tonight al I he vicloi* it has won tedav. 
Yei. i l  ii indeed » vidoiy. become today Ihc |KO|)k have icalixed 
who n icallv <k lending them, who i* wOiking foi I Ii cm und who ii 
winking fm Ihc Belgians. who i i  lor Ihc coim liy Jnd who i i  againvl 
it, who n honed .mil who i i  mil. In no eounhy of Ihc world that 
en jo jj rkmoctacy and freedom lu i  a government Ixcn toppled 01 
i l i  kadcis icmovcd fiom office except by Hut natron's kgiilatmo. 
The e n liif counliy lias elected its leprcientalivei — jour deputies 
and senators W ithout consulting Parliament, which it ihc utils 
roaster of Ihc nation, without asking I lie advice of t in  government 
m power, which wa* elected by Ihe people and by I'niliamenl. Mr. 
Kat.iviibn lu i hcliaved us. We elected him chief ul Hole, even 
llmngh lie did m il dc seise such an office. became we Ihonghl lie 
w j i  a brother. W< paid him l l i l i  lionoi even though Ihc |>coptc 
hnd i iu  confidciKe In him.

Not even llnee months, m il eve n six montliv have gone In lince. 
and aheady he lux mined against the people. Ik- iv socking lo dc 
sliov the government of ihc people, Ihe ckmooatic government, 
the populai government, which lus h lltc ily  fought iho Belgian .ig 
gietiun — Ihc enemies of om national independence and our ficc 
dom. ihc government dial has earned jour confidence and voui 
reipccl, the govcinmcnl dial today lus saved die Congo, Ihc gov 
crnmcnl that recently Issued lo all Ihc Afrkan slates an invitation 
which declared that Leopoldville is m il only the capital of Ihe 
Congo, but the capital of all of Africa. A t Ihc very moincnl that 
the Congo wav beginning lo move ahead, ol (he vciy moment dial 
Ihc Congo h id  canted ihc admiialion ol the c-ntiic world. M i K jiii- 
v illu  has dealt n a icvctc blow, so ai to dug the republic in the 
iiind, so jv In dug Ihc government and the entiic nation in the 
mud.



But the people arc still on Iheir feet. ‘Hie Belgian imperialists 
with Iheir aunt, with then leaf gas grenades, iheii arrests, then 
prison sentences, tlic ir hntehcry have lin t attained their goal W ill 
M r Kasavulm allam Ins tomorrow? No, lie will not. The Congo 
leu National Movement first of all, mid then the African Solidarity 
parti, the Haluhakal, the Cerda, and the otliei nntnuiahit paities, 
the parties that me m power, w ill uilhHiaw tlic ii trust in him lie  
is ik i longer the chief uf state nuw. The goveinnuiit i i  now as 
suimiig the prerogatives of power in our republic. We .nc going to 
lake the iKeessarv imcjsiiics Ihn evening to ensure sour piotcetion 
and guarantee our territorial integrity, in accordance wills tin ter 
oliilmn passed by llie  Security Council ol the United Natrons. We 
arc going to call » meeting of Parliament, which lias hear Honied 
and insulted by M r. Kusavubn. Pailiamcnl will also take a stand, 
and I ask ihc United Natrons, the lire world, not to meddle in the 
internal affairs of Ihc Congolese stale, nut tu Income the ticcom 
|slices of a Belgian maneuver. Irecaiisc svliat has happened today Is 
a Belgian maneuver earned oul through M i Kmavuhu, .1 plot 
hatched by Belgian nml French imperialists. Whenever I went in 
M i Kaiayubn's ufficc, I funnd there men there They ate Ihc ones 
svho have plotted tins entire affair. I ask the United Nations to coil 
lim it then missiuii ol peace and pacification lo cmuic lire w ith
drawal of Belgian I roups. The internal affairs of the stale arc pre
cisely that, nnd I ask the United Nations not lo foisalc its mission, 
not to get invoked in the dissension that has brought the govern 
incut jik I Mr. Kasavnlm face to face. We me going to settle this 
mutter ourselves through democifttic procedures within out Parlia
ment. within the framework of um national institutions; I ask the 
United Nations not to complicate the situation and to allow the 
Congolese people themselves to exercise thru sovereign powers and 
resolve Iheir pinhlcms

Brolhcit, remain united, maicli ham) m hand, victory is ours. 
Our icpublic no longer has a chief o f slate: it has only a populat 
government. The Congo 11 not a monarchy There is nothing bill

] $ r i  K k tA K  W i l l i  K A M W R i r
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fi <lcnKxulic government in any ol the African countries. Thu »ys 
lem of a government that i t  11 thing apart, of a chief nl slate who 
hchavei exactly like n king, wav instituted by Mclgian cnlomalitls 
ia at one «la\ la sabotage out independence. And ynn now have 
pioof nf t liit .  There ii  only a democratic guvcinmcnl. j i in all Ihc 
African countries t lu t  stand k lim d  m Impnialistv. Iheii minctl- 
ten, their plots — 10 many Ix liu y il i nf Ihc ssorld'i rontciouvncul

I address a sulcuin appeal tn nil African cmmltiei, In all Ihc heads 
o f independent stales m A lru.l, fn i wli.it is going 1111 in Ihc Congo 
Inday puls tin  independence and the unity of all Afiiran peoples 
to a severe lest. What lu t  happened jmt now in (lie Congo, •in 
tier the pretunc of llclgun imperialists. i t  an attack on the Congo 
lo c  people. It 11 an outright violation of the icvnlutinn patted by 
unanimous vole only a few days ago by all tin  African connliici 
that met together al the Leopoldville Conference. 1 atk Ihc gieal 
powers, which have oflcn fought foi ficcdom and imticc hclwccii 
men and nations, to »np|xut Ihc efforts of the legal government of 
tile Republic of the Congo. T in t government it  determined to re 
tlorc order, 1o guaianlcc the rifely ol all citizens A icfeicndnm 
among the pnpnlacc would lie ample proof of how the |>cop1c trust 
ni. and those who attempt lo mislead international opinion will 
ica lir* tomoimw that they have been Ivadly mistaken We have 
never tsltcniplcd lo  ini|sosc our w ill hv force; on the contrary, we 
were elected hy the people 'I lie Congolese people hack their gov
ernment.

That a.ime ctwinng. S r/ iit /u k r  5, an extraordinary un ion  0/ fhr 
Conuc/J of SUnitUn u u  ended. 'The titrating titled  until 3 a.11. 
mid dl 5 35 a xi. on September 6 Lumum/w read 4 government 
communique a v»r Had to L«jpoldulle
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C O M M U N igU I-: FROM Till'. C O U N C IL OF MINISTKRS 
OF TUB KKPURLIC OF Till*. CONGO

The Council of Ministers. having met in entraotdinaty sesiiuii 
Monday, September 5. i<j6o, communicates tlu- following tn Con 
golcscand International |inb]u opinion:

'Hie Fundamental la w  of May 19. 1960. flic Ian of ihe land in 
out republic nnlil inch lime ai Parliament establishes a new con 
ttilU lio ii, hai .ict specific lun ili on Ihe prerogatives nf Ihe chief nl 
stale.

Arliclc ai read* oi follows: "The chief of dale h n  no other pow 
cn than ihosc expressly granted Inm by flic  aforesaid law lie  Cv 
etcher these power 1, notably tliovr mentioned in a itick t 16. 31, and 
\ l ,  only under the tenm eel forth tn arlicUi 17, 19, mid 10.

Ihe person nf the chief of stale is inviolable; article 19 th in 
cIcaHv set* foclh that only the government appointed by Ihe l.egiv 
Idlivc Chumbers 1* responsible. Ailielc 10 stipulates “ No ad nf the 
chief nf dale iv binding u n lo i it ir countcisigncd by a minuter, 
who In thiv fa il alone becomes icspomihk for it.”

Muicuvci. pjisginph 1 uf lire mine a ilic it adds “ A verbal 01 
written order frum the chief of stale can in no ease abvolvc a min 
islcr Irotn responsibility."

It it  clear from the foregoing that the chief of dale has rlcliber 
alcly violated Ihe Kundamcnlal I j w  and gone heyund Ihe prctoga 
live* granted him Ik  the Parliament, Ihe government, and the en
tile n.ilioit, hv dcduing that lie has dismissed Ihe guv eminent of 
the republic without regard foi any established legnl procedures.

Since it is rci|io iu ihk only to the nation's elected rcpictcnla
mps, the goveinincnt considcii the verbal order annoniKCrl by Ihe 
chief of siuic on Ihe national radio on September 5, 196c. to be null 
and void.

The chief of stale has liccilcd had counsel and been sorely mis
taken in his attempts to take advantage of article a i. which grants
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him the powci to “appoint j i k I  dismiss the piitnc minuter and the 
milliners.'*

Article 31. | > j r 3, %jk*iifu-j||y slates that "the chief of slate 
escrows three powers, uulably those mentioned in article* 16, 33, 
and )3. only under the lerm i x l  (orlli in articles 17, 19, and 3 0 ." 
Tlieie articles in ik i way grant the chid nf date I he right to ad  di 
rcctly on hi\ own pciMnu) initialise w illiotil regard to the legal pro
cedure ciln hi ithecl in tliea lu ieniciilional ;irlie-fee.

Having thus vinhled the oath of ofTicc Ik  Mileninly foul; on June- 
a8, i960, 111 the pretence of the government and the Iwo Chantbcis 
meeting in inint session, the ehicl of slate lias committed an act ut 
high treason, which automatK-alh makes it impossible for him to 
ixrfarm h it constitulional (unctions

The minister*, having met in extraordinary session, declare that 
the chief of fitile  lu i  been removed /torn office, and that they have 
deckled to consent- the 1’arliamcnl of the republic at soon as pos 
wblc.

As I Iks assail the decision id the latter, the ministers. in council 
assembled, assume all the prerogatives granted the chief of slate. 
Mr. Kasavulm, under the kn its of the l-'undamciilal Law o f May 
>9, i960.

In so doing, the government applies, in its entirely and to the 
letter, atliclc of the aforementioned law. to which Mr. Kasavulm 
icfcncd in liis nidio declaration, a law t lu t lie was the first to vio 
late Article 3) states: “ If Parliament it not in session or if  the chief 
ill slate finds it  mi|>oisiblc to assume h it functions, (lie prime m in
ister. after due deliberation in the Council of Ministers, is to con
vene the Chambcti at toon as possible, within thirty days at the 
latest."

In accordance with |VJMgupli a of the a tote mentioned article, 
the Cutmcil ul Ministers will iissunic I lie (unctions of the chief ul 
stile until such lime at the Chambris have icndcicd a dccnsoti.

The Council of Ministers riles the following points made by Mr. 
Kasavulm in his speech:



i.  M t Kasavtibu accuses the government of having plunged live 
country into u frightful civil war. whereas Die government lus 
merely defended Mir country ugaimt the brutal and tnijmlificd Jg 
greoion unleashed against the itpub licby the llclgi an I mops.

'Hie government therefore m iu iitlia tdy railed upon the United 
Nations in mdci that a peaceful solution might lx  found as soon 
as possible It is well known that .ill Die nations meeting together 
condemned the Belgian aggression and snp|xirtcd the unity ;iik ) 
the tcrrilotial integrity of the republic

a. U r asked the hotm iul unity to put an end to its fotrieidal 
qitsrivh. A ll the people know that the Congolese sotdius, eager tu 
defend the country, have merely saleguaided the inlcgrits of ua 
lion.il territory.

C ontra il to the gratuitous accusations of M i. Kasavulni, the 
Imops of the national army did not engage in any fialrieidal tjuat 
rel. Hie government ami the Congolese |xoplc luxe itnllmig hut 
praise for the patriotisni mid heroism with which they have thus 
fai defended the nation against aggression and (hr seditious move 
incuts sptcad thioughmil lliu country by Belgian imperialists and 
their cohoili.

}. Mr. K.isivuku has asked the national jnny In lay down its 
ainii and lint regroup until after a period of I raining and liulruc 
Iron "Ihe government views this declaration .is an indication that 
Mr. KavJsnhu intcmls tn have the Congo occupied inililarily by 
foreign lioops and thus present the troops uf the national army 
from tillering Katanga to liberate their tun tlxn  who have been op 
|ncss« I  and enslaved In the Belgians and their stiaw man, Tshniubc.

I he illegal net proposed by M i. Kasasohu proves to the world 
that he and liis advisers wish to see the Congo fall apart m a thou 
sand pieces.

I he Congolese people's feeling in this regard is well known: 
they w ill fight to the end In defend the units and the mtcgiilv 
of their national territory.

Mr. Kersavubu <lcclares that the United Nations will grant

)6>  m i H  m ix  kasavubsi
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him resources lo help him carry out h it plans. l i t  hat asked it to 
inum c icipnnsihilily for maintaining peace and order. 'I he govern
ment ii aware that Mr. katavulm and hit teercl odviiert ore at
tempting lo 11 so the United Nations lo settle a puicly internal ion 
diet

Faithful to l i t  charter, the Unilctl Nations hat always icfuscel to 
mcihlk in the internal affairs of a io v ireign slate.

’flic  legal government of I k  Republic of the Congo funds Isopet 
that, like the United Nations, nn nation w ill lend assistance 01 aid 
of any sort to those who arc attempting to pit vent this government 
fiom cxcrcnmg it i  vovcicignty tlnoiighout the country. Ueeauic it 
t i  Certain Hut it enjoys the proven trust of the entire nation and 
hat ken  .-mured of Iht support of the Security Council ami all na
tions that lose ficcdom and juiticc. the legal government of the He 
public nf the Congo assures iutcrnatiomil opinion tliu l it w ill spate 
ins effort to ensure the triumph of its just Cause.

At f/111 point, t in  facilities of Radio 1 .cvpohlvilte \sxte itiU  avail 
<1 hie lo partirom of tli•  prime rriiliu lrr. At ia :jo  |\M . on Sepicm 
her fi, Ihr Aftlctin VskJu/ify patty broadcast a i ld lrm r ii l support 
trig r.umumtki <md openly deeming the chief n f itate of being <1 
tool of Rclgian and French collaborators.

On .September 7 the Chain he/ met to d itcun  kasdvubu'e dtcl 
lion to d iim iu  l.uniunitM. mid l.ur/iiuuba’i  decision fo diiniUs 
kuiavubu The debate began at 11.55 am . and ended at r  M. 
.Viera! deputies gave speeches inppmJmg one position or the other, 
and then the prune in iniite i auuvered the members of Por/io merit, 
diidJyxirig each of the problems raised, especially that concerning 
the lituatinii in the provincet

I.IJMUMH.-V.S REPLY T O  T 1 IK CHAM BER

Mr. President, dear honorable deputies, J take the floor in ac
cordance with article 58 of the Fundamental Law, which specifics:
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"M n m k h  mas participate in debates only in iltc Chamber ftl 
winch they arc members, 'they may enter either o| il*c Chainbcis 
and inuvl be livarcl when they so request."

You must have adequate informal km about pioblcms III Jl con 
ecru you. Yon arc elected representative* nl Iltc nation ami il is the 
government's duly lo keep you informed of it* activities I w ill lac 
happy lo answer all I lie remark* and rr ilirnm * put inrwaid bv the 
iiic iu Ik is  nf iltc opposition. The government n always in favor of 
constructive parliamentary opposition because inch opposition it 
the practice in every counity. T b ii opposition u im l nut become dc 
vlriKtive nppnotion w illnn urn Parliament. however.

W illi ugaid to the arrest of certain incinbcrv ol I'.itliaineul,* I 
;tni going to give you a geucial explanation first: dining the p u l in 
incntary recess certain elected representatives abutuig the hu ll 
llia l the people had placed in them, took part m an action Mini 
favoicd neither the iu lcrc ili of ihc people who h id  elected them 
nor those nf the nation as a whole. I cite article 66 of the l:undd 
mental l.aw, which stipulates; "N o nu-mlicr of either G lum  her 
may lie prosecuted 01 arrested on ;i criminal charge willmul the 
.inlliori'/ation nf the ChaiulKr uf wfiicli he ts a mem her. u i lk  is ap
prehended in flagrante c/ehcln. [Afiftlauie.]

"N o  member uf eitliei G lianilcr nuy lie arrested wIk ii I’arlia- 
m riil is uol in session without aullion/atioii hm ii the officers of 
the Chamber uf which lie is a iiic tu lxr, except i f  .ipprclicndcd in 
flagrante delicto. nr legally indicted, or subject tn a definite court 
sentence.

" Ih c  dclcnlion or pioseculion of a member of eilher ChaiulKr 
may Ik  suspended if  the Chambci o f which he 11 a member su re 
quests, although such suspension is tu he effective only for Iltc du
ration nf Ihc p.irhaiui-ulary session in winch such a request it 
made."

• Minuter Dchiux lisd yjit been incited lie hid uinesl tfe oidei diinuiirur 
l.uimimhj (ilooj with Jsistln Bo«nl>oVo). As < mailer w lu l,  ihc Kikmji-MNC. 
w-J< ihc only pJily net iipmenlrd in the (Ciciniacal. {Editor's nolr )



Bui what lias happened? Certain iiicmbcis o f the uppmilion aic 
cnmmiltmg serious crimes and veiling the populace .1 vciy Iwd ex
ample. I luxe documents pmvirig that they arc guilty, and I am 
nol I hr otic who compiled these iciotxl« No government, mi na 
non, no chief nf stale jus where m the world u iu k l tolerate such 
a situation.
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The Cam of ScrwJnr f-'r/c

Here, for imtaurc, is the ease of one me oilier o f Parliament who 
was jirested: Senator hole. *1 member 0/ f/ic MNC. 1 stress this 
fact us order (0 contradict Mr. Anckon/apa, who claims that in 
Kquatcur Province only members of Parliament who do not belong 
to the M NC ate being arrested, though as .1 matter uf fact it >r the 
Pima that is m power in tins province, ami also in ordci to call 
ynm attention to the fact thal scry often statements aic made that 
do not correspond to the truth. The M N C  hat also been receiving 
complalnls from it* own mililanls wlm have Isccn given sentences 
This is what the senator 11 accrued of during the )urlijm erilJ iy re
cess, he went to Stanleyville, where lie paired himself o il n 11 m ill 
isicr sent In Lninnmha, and asked a warrant officer from his trihe 
to pul a detachment nf soldier* at his disposal m order tu organize 
a congress He look these soldiers with Inm to liongi, the territory 
in which he was bosn, where lie called a congress, in the course ol 
which lie decided lhal Ins Inbr should no lunger ubey the territorial 
adminirliator; since this territory ssat nut in the hands of the To 
pokes, the tribe should set up its own territory. Moreover, lie sent 
telegrams lo (lie Hulled Nations lelusing to rccoguirc the unity of 
(lie Congo, calling for a confederation, and appiosmg Tshumhe's 
action in Katanga. Theic is scry serious evidence against him in his 
police record, including supporluig documents mid the testimony 
of tribal chieftains in the area. H ie  Senate foimcd a committee In 
investigate Senator h c k 'i ease, and this uuimutlec tjin c  lo the 
government to get infer lira 11011. I r excises! Diem and jllowcd them 
to see helc'j record. 'Die committee read it and took note of Ihe
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evidence of Skmiloi Kclc's guilt A l flic request ol the Senate anil in 
accoidjuie w ill) llic  provision* nl the law, lie h i t  been ictoucd on 
b ill hul must Mill appear in rnuit. It lin n  caimol be said t in t  there 
sv.is no reason (or attesting M i. Kclc

The Cu k  o f M i. Bofifcurrgn

Hrforc he went lo Kqu.itcur Province, Mr. Bolllango fame to 
see UK. Accompanied by Mr. Dombu. H ie  latter had laid to me: 
"l.mmimba. you were the one who pulled strings to gel M i Kata 
vnbu defied chief of shite, when (here already were two candidates 
(nr tin- oIRtx. You had a pailiamcnlary majority and you could 
lu re  gotten Mr. nulikmign elected eliief of state, but you didn't, 
liccautc sou were afraid of tin  H.iLongos We are going lo Krjua 
ton; ilic ic w ill Ik  hlooilshcd, because wo me going lo set up the 
lUpuhhi ot Kquatenr." Mr. Hohkango and Mr. Horn bo went lo 
Kquatcnr Piosluec, in the tonipany of the consul general o f Bel 
gium. Mr. Adrias-nsens. They drew up a document dial sard: "The 
Republic of Ivtputcui must be proclaimed, and there must Ik  a 
hreal with the Central Cnvcinmcnl; tin  unity o f tin Congo mint 
therefore Ik  rejected." They put prcssuic on the Provincial C5ov- 
eminent of ImiuaIcui to accept I heir plan. M i Aril iac m il is drew 
up ccilam documents that me in our possession, piomiiing the help 
of Belgium in carrying out tins plan.

M i Dolikaugn wcnl to I . iu b , where lie stiricd up Bang-ala sol 
diets and tried lo gel (hem to drive their Bakongo comrades out I 
received tclcgumv from the police in f-isala revealing this maucu 
ver ami warning i ik  <Iu I if I d idn'l order Bolikango’ s arrest within 
Iwn days, they would proceed to rnrcil him on their own authority, 
'these telegrams .ire here in the file on him. It was (he pm idenl of 
i'.(|tulcur Province, a representative o f the Prnu clcclcd by popular 
vote, and his entire government, I lie majority of whose niembcis 
belong lo the run it. Ihe pints tlial Mr. Dolikaugn is live leader of, 
who demanded that he he aircstcd: it was not f.uiminih.t or the 
central government that called for Ins cutest. When Ihe mcillbcii
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of tb ii government ( jiiic to Lcopoldvilk, the m cm ku  ol Hie I'un.i 
who live in I he capital pul prcsiurc on them ami threatened them, 
tiros foicing them to ictr.Kt then statements Hut the ptovincial 
p icm knt mmcthclm wcul lu ice the mini iter ul justice to a\k him 
why he hadn't had I lie leader of the Tuna |u itv  m inted.

Mr. Ilnlikangn has |mt k e n  a noted When I leamcd ol tills. 
M i Ngvngc ami Mr. N'gwnua pointed out that, icgardlcu of the 
» jy  lie hud behaved. Mr. Holikaugn'i aun t would m ate  a delicate 
lilnation; they ailed me tn prevent Ini iinprivonmciU nl all coin 
I made arrangement!: the m in iitc i o f the interior went to Coqull 
halvillc to vet lie the mallei amicably, lie  ( urn back, and no mote 
wuv mid about the matter. A lim it lime later, I icceivcd a tckgram 
informing me that M i. Ilolikango had k e n  a iid led. Where* In 
C iilicn * By whole order? Rv order o f the Provincial Government, 
because Mr. Ilolikango wav m il waging his campaign despite oc iy  
thing: ‘AVc lim it drive all the Mnngm nut; we lim it drive out all 
the liibe i who don't belong in the piovincc; we inm l vet up a re
public," he dcckiicd. l ie  was taken by |x>luc officeri horn Ciemeiu 
to Cotpiillu lvillc, and the Provincial Government then vent him 
line iim lvi eicmt. The law givcv provincial government! broad au
tonomy; therefore, i l  ,i nun n oncitcd by piovmelal aiilhorillci k  
cause he lias committed sciiom ciimcv, how can I, lanmnnha. he 
expected to oppose Ilii* mid mdci him je t free? Hither we Kipccl 
the law or we don't, h i Belgium, for Instance, mi individual would 
not proclaim the piovincc ol Antwerp iodcpcmlcnl in older to 
make a mockery of teiiitoriul m trg iily. |u il became he belong! to 
tin  opposition or Is I k  president of a party, i f  that happened, the 
|>ciion who ptoclaimed mcli a jcteinun would be arrested that 
very day, whalcvci h it title might be.

* f'/re Situation in Kaui

A i for that, I myself come from this province. When Mr. Ka- 
lonji encountered ln< lin t difficulties with the Belgian!, I declared 
publicly that if  Kalonji w tic  not set lice, I would have myself



OriVIIC IN' I'AHIMXIINI

lalccn prisoner loo to demonstrate my solidarity. Fvciy tunc 1 vis
ited Uilnabnorg, I stayed wills Mr. Badibaoga; I lived with him. 
W e went all over Kasai fm a month and a half to piotcct Kalonji 
(mm attack In the Halulws. I have never had winds with Kalonji.

When we went to l.uhubourg with the chief of stale, we ic 
edved a delegation from the Muluba Solidarity movement, and 
also one from Mr. K.ilonji'j party. They told us they wanted a so- 
called "M in ing Province.” ’ I he chief of slate and I answered: “ We 
don't have tin right to sign an agrccincnl about this matter here 
and crow. Draw tip your demand in tin  proper form and send it  to 
tire Ccnti.il Government, which w ill set up a commission to study 
the- problem; surveyors will Ik  sent out to set up lire boundaries, 
because |nst setting up a province Isn't enough: you must also see 
to It that the inhahitanls have decent living conditions The gov
ernment will he obliged to set up dispensaries, lo lay out roads, to 
buihi schools, mid us on . . tins w ill cost millions of francs. If 
son have plans drawn op for all that, submit Ihcm lo Parliament, 
which w ill decide, for neilher the prime minister nor the chief of 
slate can authorize ynn to <<l up an independent province; only 
Parliament can decide llw l." |A/)pfdtrwr.]

I advised M i. Ngahila lo ta lc as Ins model the solution that had 
Ijccii found fur the |»(ivincc of I.eopuldville. where there had Ik c ii 
dissension between the Ahalo and the African Solidarity p jily . 
'Hie Aliaku had disregarded oil legal procedure and set up an indc 
IKiidcnt province. W ith  the intercession of M i. Kasyvnbll himself, 
we found n compromise suhitmn; iiucc the l ’'imdiinKulal I.aw 
makes no provisions for a vice-president uf the Provincial Assent 
hly. we appointed M r Diuini vice-prcsidcnl of the Provincial Gov 
ernment. I suggested that lie apply the same solution in Kasai un
til such lime as lla lu lu  Province could Ik  legally created, through 
n decision of Parliament. We even assured him that we would be 
willing to intercede in Ins favor so that he would he named vice 
president of the government. Mo icplied tlml this did nut meet 
wills his approval. I myself proposed that Ualuba administrators



and only Baluba administrators be j)j)initilc<J throughout Bilutra 
Unitor) in order to icslorv peace among them. I gave Mr. K ilonji 
eveiv possible guaianlcc ol th ii. Hut iiiilm iunalcly there ii  no inch 
lim it; .11 legality a« far j i he i t  concerned. Kven though .ill llii« was 
just a rim pic <|uetl ion of the propci pieced me lie wanted none n| 
it Ami what it happening now? Mr. Kalonji i i  making dealt vsilli 
ihc director o f Fsmnmifrc; he is arranging with the tuiard of ill 
reclun of I'onn in itic  to have plonct u iit ,  loaded with anm uikI 
ammunition. These planes arc rcgtttcrcd under the unne "A il- 
Kasai,”

W r have in tc iup lcd  all the Iclcgrarat regarding this mallei. 
I lcj<l<puilen (in the npcralion were tel up in Hrar.iuviHc Cer
tain Ralnliat a im ed Ihc river, hoarded French or Belgian planet in 
H ra /m illc , and (lew Ammunition lo Rnkwanga; some nf ihctc 
planc-s wcic intcKcplcd m Luhtabourg. Two of these individuals 
have been appointed generals and a third oik- a colonel in Kalonji't 
army. M n  K a Ion ji was aboaid one nf I he sc piano. 1 have a In! nf 
the |x iw n g m  who were .11 tested. ’Ihc Belgians ami Ihc French 
have violated (lie integrity nf uui nations) territory. You arc aware 
th it flying over the air space ol .1 foreign country without authui 
im Imiii is a vciy tciiom crime. Silica il was ahead) il.uk and the 
Ralwanga airfield it not marked, there planes |jndcd in 1-iilna 
hourg and were taken user by mn lioo|n. Mrs. Kalonji had 730,000 
(ram i a ml seven pistol* on her person; she was accompanied hy a 
group id fate ills who had taken ddistty  of anm furnished h\ the 
Belgians and tin  French in uidct to crpiip Kalonji'i army, I ic 
ccivcd n tckgiam from Ihc Provincial Government inhuming nu
1I1.1I the plane had been im|X>undtd and it* crew- aneiled. I mi 
nicdialcly ordered M n. Kalon|i‘s release and the detention nf all 
the other |xjriciigrtr. This was done. Conliury tn what liar been 
raid hy honorable Deputy Badiluitga, Mrs. K jlonji is nol in prison 
with Ihc others; orders to give her complete freedom were inned 
immediate]). Kalonji then scl up Ireadquuilcrs in Kalangj. If yim 
had been listening lo Kasim HmxjjviIIc, you would have heard that



)00 men have left this province for Bakwanga, aimed to the teeth 
1>\ the Belgians. You have nu idea of the in m  they have. '1 his is 
.1 huge conspiracy. Is this democracy? 'J ell roe. could any govern 
m«nl h i power today. tomorrow. in the day after tomorrow lolctate 
inch acts? I f  to. opposition and democracy in yuur opinion would 
mcJii ih.lt anyone who wanted to could create h it own little re 
public win iKVer lie pleased; anyone would have the light to go to 
the I ' i c ik I i  to a it fot amis to miuucrc In i own brothcisl . 
When the gmvinmciit takes ssscasutcs to put an end tn this state 
of aflaifi and sends Iroups to it op agitators, you blame it ami ac
cuse it of iippicssing people.

What n now happening in the mid it of this outright crisis? The 
Abako has made* airangcmciils to semi cnvujrft to Katanga —- Radio 
Hra/zavilk lias announced this — in the limn nl a delegation made 
up of mcinbcis of Hie Abaku. the Puna, mid the Kidonp-MNC. 
'flies have boarded a plane in llraz/atillc and aie headed fot Kina- 
hctlivillc. I here is clear pioof of this — it has cstsi been announced 
over the radio 'f l ic  Aluko'c complicity in the Katanga ofluic is 
plain to see. It is ms duty to denounce fl, in id I will never be aftiaid 
to speak the lisitli, fot 1 did not folec myself upon the Million us 
prime mmitlcr; I wat heels elec led, just as you were; 1 have the 
rigid Indclcml the people to the very cud.

The Affair of M r Kduvithu

In all frankness, I [K ium ills ad nine Mr. Kasasulm a gical deal, 
l ie  has always been my close friend; at no lime whatsoever has 
t lie I c been the slightest quarrel between us, either hclnic or uflci 
mdc|>ciKlciKC. We have aeled together up until now.

I still remember that Parliament did not waul in to continue to 
teasel about the country together. I know, of couiso, that you wcic 
concerned for Use safely of our lives. I lie clilcl ol slate told me 
forthwith how indignant he was at Parliament's position. I met 
with M r Kasavuhu every day; if there were question] to examine 
lie would telephone me. and we would telephone cadi other all

) t 'f l  n r  M ir . in  i ' a m u a x u .n i
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(he lime and arrange either to go to hi* home or lo have me go to 
his office AI no lime did M i Ktuvttbu voice the slighter! re
proach, the slighter! ctitlei^m o l the policy being lolloped by the 
government. We w ttc aware that the country was m im m m uil 
danger, licf-iliic of the plots being hatched Von deputies have no 
idr.i, lint as head o f government I luve knowledge o f so many of 
them thal it  would take me ai kart a week lu tell you ahoul them 

‘I hat U why we decided that we would hare to lake action im- 
mediately m the mtcicsli ol the countly, that it  lo say, to ckelaie 
a stile  o f cmcigcncy. We made tint decision together, nol jm l the 
government ilnuc or the chief of stale alone; even the eliaft ol the 
rlecicc drawn tip In the govcinmeni and the chief ol date wai 
dustically modified bv the chief of stale's legal adviser; Mr. Kasa- 
vidm then signed it. Ami if  he didn't uppiuvc —  [A mrmfurr of 
the oppoution in tem ipti the prime mlniiter mid iuyt that it  It up 
to I'd iliam m t to  decide whether 0 i t  ole 0/ emergency erisfr mid 
draw up the decree t he pome minuter muw¥/l.|

No. Ilm  ir not up to Parliament. I w ill |xove that to you in a 
moment llv  signing this older, the chief id ila lc  iccogm/sd the 
dangci threatening his m unliy, and if lie lud  not appioved of this 
meat me. lie would not have signed it. It n Ixcanre nf this decision 
of the chief of state that the government It is acted, became one 
article of the PundjiiK iil.il I .aw stoles: ' The chief of stale « n  
draw up ordinances and regulations that a it w ithin the piovinec of 
the cceeutitc branch." The o ik  M i. Kaiavubu signed was not a 
formal law; if  it had been, Paihanunl would hive had to solo on 
it A provision exult wlKrcby the govcimmnt may make decisions 
at any time, lo  be ratified by Parliament within lix  months. 'Ihe 
government's ads hive thus always been entirely within the taw. 
No one, no deputy, not even Ihe opposition, can point to the 
slightest act nn ihe pail of the government that is nol In ronform 
ifV with the PundaiiKiital Liw. 1 defy anyone to do «n, for there 
has been talk uf lhe dkgality of the action the government has 
taken. T b it is not true. Kverything has Ixcn done according lo Ihe
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law 'I lie friends nf I lie Abaku arc no longer an op|>osilk>n (Milyi 
ifccv nrc an nhsHuctinn jiarly. I am telling you thi* and speaking 
tn you (rankly sn that you may have all the facts. When lire gnv 
citin icnl was (milled. I personally suggested to Mr. K.iiovnhu dial 
M i. Pin/i Ik  apjsomtcd minuter i l l  foreign affairs. An<l w h it was 
In i reply? " I  don't waul that; you're dealing with me; there's no 
need tn call on any other Mnkongn; I'm the only one ton ihonkl 
rle.rl w ith." 'I  lien at lt.n l Iwo wicks ago I sngigcsltd giving Mr. 
N rc ra lJ iid n  a prut in the government, because we w, in 111 I In 
make cbangei m it. And what did lie icply? ‘'That's out ol the 
quotum; these arc all |xnplc who ire  still iigainst m e" The m«i 
jor/ly uppltim/i. urAiJc the opposition /oulu cieitftillen olid mm 
iiiimi | I am here to speak some Ilium; Iriilhs Iwcrytluug the dtp 
lilies of the Alsakn me doing today is obstructive. I'scn Juicing
I home lies, llscrc ate a mindset who ate against Mr. Kasasuhu;
II sc s* arc beginning to tall out among thcinvclscil I fm ms part 
base never discussed tins question of tl»c Baknngos; they aie broth 
as. Moreover, in mdci tn prove to you that I base never at jus 
lime lieen against Mr. Kaimubu, I must tell you that if  he is chief 
nf slate today, it is because nf me; it  is thanks to me. I.mnnmba, 
that Mr. Kasavubu has been put in such an elevated position.

|f'><rnlic opphnnti from the mofohiy. Mr. Colin shouts from h it 
/tenth: '"Jlrovo! Jfr<rvu.'’'|

’There were two candidates, M l. Kasavnhu and Mr. Italikimgri; 
each nf them Mine to me in ask me In use my parliamentary ma
jority in lin  favor. I Ink! H»em: " I  don't svwnl to become chief nf 
stale myself became I'm  still loo young; 1 would u lh c r work. I 
wriukl like one of the two of you to have this prut." I knuss that 
certain deputies, even some frnm the opposition, did not want M i. 
Kasavubu to Ik  appointed chief of slate because lie is a separatist; 
they preferred Mr. liidikango 'I he danger that these individuals 
(eaicd has now materialized. |Appfdure from the majority; a few 
noises d i n /  murmurs from the opposition benches.) If I ask the 
elected rcpirseutatives o l the nation to dismiss Mr. Kasavubu as
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duel o f «Ulv, lie won't lie rlncf of Mate am mine. |"Oo dhcjd mid 
Ov!" Ih t Afwfrn group Winufi.j Yes, I iqK Jl. Ihankv to our pulilical 
ittciig lh, lie won't be ch id  o( Male JIIV mole. I don’t need to do 
this became I .1111 the one. aluuR with other parties and my own, 
who law the dinger of secession and sard " l.c t ’i  get together, K*u 
vnlin and llulikango aic both brothers of ours; let * look for an 
area of agiccmcnt mid tafcgiiJid the unity of the eoiinliy." We got 
together then; I talked tin  matter m o  with Mr. Gi/cnga ami with 
friend* in the African Solubility paity, and we all eventually agreed 
tii wile lor Mr. K juvtihu. So alter having lively elected him yet 
terdav, after having put him in power, we can't icinmc him fium 
oITkc today.

[Noiwc uml m tirn iiiit from 11 feu b tiK ha  "You're going lo rfu 
m itt him auyuxiy," M r. Mnpipi irite/fccts.j

Certain of our brothers, U.ikongo deputies if you please, arc 
agaiml M r Kutavubu. agaiuM the Mukongo*. What course were 
event* about to take in I.co]K)ldvJltc hovincc? 'Hie AbaLo trier I to 
hold a congress, the outcome uf which wav lo Ire the piaclamatloii 
of the Republic ol I he I uwer Congo. ("N'of Not' the ilwknngo dtp  
ulict ptultsl | Yes, yes. that's u proven fact, and we muvt not tail 
In rccognl/c the authority ol the Provincial Government, whose 
Icadcis arc hum the 1'SA. Then' ate ccitaiii things I could icvcal 
to yon. lu ll I prefer not to tell you about them. {"Roved fhairil" 
tho opposition ifenidiKir ] When Ihcic were demonstrations in the 
ciU. didn't the chief of itatc deni a ml tlml Mr. I’cti-Pcli he re 
moved from office fat not permitting 11 parade, for preventing the 
chief of Mate from passing through his commune? He lokl me to 
remove him from office for llia tl iLdugfiler from  .Mr. I’etf-i’d i.] 
I \ i  you want me lo  reveal all (hat? And what did I icplv? " I  re 
fuse to ”  As fot Mr. Kama’s appointment to the post of Male com
missioner, when I pic vented my government team, everything was 
settled, everybody agreed, and Mr. Kama w n  appointed Mate com 
nmsioncrof the province of l-copoklvillc

'Hie Parliament voted, and llicn secret dealt were made. Mr
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Kama'i appointment » n  approval by the Soule. 'Ih c  minuter 
of Ihc interior drew up llic  document appointing him more Ilian 
.1 month ago. (nil Mr. kotavubn lefmcd (0 tigii it; lie icflMCil to 
make the jppo in lnu.nl became lie wanted a Mukongo to occupy 
Him poll. Do ion think that'* honevt? When the Senate lin«1 al 
ready approved ,in<l ccmfiinicd the appointment ol a candidate 
whovc name wa« nihnnlnd by the government, tin chief of itatc 
i t fm r i  to appoint him' Mr. Kama came to me and objected vio
lently, it that not to? It that what you call democracy? If we had 
voted Ihihkiiigo ill at chief of ttate. if we h.td not made the wioug 
choice, I don't believe we'd lie having all tliiv tremble we re going 
lliin tig li now

T h t A f lilir  n/  Kuitix

'I l i f ic  it  telle of cnmmtlnhm; till im lv of vloilct are going around 
jlxnu me. IX) you know. im dear (tieiidt, that certain mdividualv 
ate plating iinpeilahtin't game? Ihning the electoral r.nnpaigu. the 
Catholic mi t i tom piinlcd pamphklt ami ditliibulcd I hern every
where. and Vermont wete even delivered m elnucli telling people 
not |n vote foi l.im m iilk i, not to vole for kadiamma Did the peu 
pic lulcn to them? No! 'I lie people voted for ut; there it uu point 
in even icniiiKllng you of that, for you know how the clcetionv 
turned out I dim'I mind in the vhglitctt when people call me a 
communiit; I'm  not one and I never w ill l>e. ’the rejl
facia, my deal honorable rlcputici, aie thetc: since I have Ijccii 
piunc min it tei. 1 have been vitiled time and again by Irade nut 
nont flow  the United Stale), l-'ranee. Clcimany. Belgium and to 
on . and they have ptopoted one agreement after another to 
me I have not acceptal them, and became they have realized that 
I Ik  re it no way to coriupl mu government, they aie waging a cam
paign agamtl it.

When the dutiiiliaucci f iit t  tlartcd, I decided not In call oil any 
one blot or nation; we aikcd the United Nuliom fur help, hccauic 
it it ncolial; we were the mice who called on them, nut Ihc mem-
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Ik f i  of I lie uppontnm who arc talking about couuuuimm The 
United Nation* tnivvercxl out ap|*al and forced the Belgian troop* 
to d o r  out uf the cmmlry. ‘Hie revolution ol July i.| slate* tli.il 
we aulhotiye the tenet ary-general ol the Unilcd Nalioni, in co 

opcutnin with lire Confuteic government. to take .ill uir.nurev 
iirtc iia ty  «i fum ilh the military aid we nerd.”  When the United 
Nations 'lu x ip i arrived, lin t country wai in the m idi! o l two cun 
Huh: an external one with Belgium and an internal one Do you 
think T iI io ii iIk  i i  really I lie one who n lielnnd what 11 happening 
hi Katanga!* Not W ho provided all the planet that arc in hn prov
ince right ilm  mnmlc1 It h j i  the Belgian; and thev alto gave I.....
the anm and .............lion tinted in IIk depot* on lire bate in K i
rilina. Where »  IIk plane ilia! the Central Cmernmcnt turned 
ovci lo Mr. KomiuIiii for Int peisorul me, the one we traveled in 
shot 11) ufler indepr lulencc? I lie Belgian took it away and gave ii 
loTvhoinbe. (/\ppl<run*.| Since our coinuiaiul plane had been taken 
awav (m ill nt, I diked the icctctJiv-giueral of Ihc Dulled Nations 
tu In Ip in. lo lend m another one 10 that we could in lo re  order in 
the country. 'I k -  ictrelary general u id  ‘" l l i i r  i i  not of Ihc tlig lilc tt 
concern to me. RecaiiM; u( tlic-ve anui pmvided In the Belgian!, 
do/em o( our brolheu a ir being killed every day in Katanga. You 
•vie iiul .m-jic o f wlial i> happening in lliiv province, where a veiy 
powerful radio tramnnllcr hat fuvl Ivccu installed that hioadcavtv 
even day Where did ‘Irhombe get the uioncv tu iurla ll it? Wlral 
the Hclgianv have aheady done with TslKimbe, thcv’ic nnw doing 
with Kalonji.

I went to the United Naliunt to defend out raiivc my-iell, to 
llia l no nation would meddle in mu attain. became the rceicijry 
general of the United Nalioni wouldn't help ui. He raid ihal he 
coukl not interfere in an internal conflict and that the only icaton 
he had come wav lo get the Belgian to leave I aikcd him windier 
the United Nation* wouldn't intervene if  We were being murdcicd 
l ie  replied Ilia) it would not. Nat only have uur aiiplann been 
>lukn: they have alto liken anm from in . Not one lolrhci liar ■
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weapon iii Kqiiatcur I’raviuee; tlic  Belgian troops luvc K ited I hem 
.ill What reason doci our government luvc for cutting il  it cannot 
protect tlic  people?

When I asked M i. Umichc for • plane to lake me to the United 
Stales, he lokl me l i t  didn't have our. but that lie eouhl arrange 
<ur me to borrow a Soviet plane that had jm t flown in provitiom 
I tclcplmned the United Stales ainluvvarlor to tell him I would 
lather travel in an Amciican plane. Du! lie put a plane at my dis- 
|>njil? Not |Appf«tus*.| I was llien obliged to ask Ohana. to a tl Mr. 
Kvtamc N'Kcnmah. to help me Me lent me a plane, thanks to 
which I war table to make the Irip Kven though the United Na
tions had conic here to help ns, il icfmed ok a plane, despite my 
I icing the head ol government Recently a delegation of membei* 
nl I 'jil ia iiirn t ami the vkc ptesident of the council went to America 
mi that Parliament cmild itc  what we were doing and icali/c that 
out policy wav unchanged, ami thus uni Ik  inclined to rn iiltu il me. 
‘I hat was why I went to Ameiica with a commission of dcpnlies ami 
.senators. M r Wcicgtmeic. who headed this minion, did a maguifi 
cent job. hiingiug to light a great many of the irregularities and 
underhanded dealings the Belgians had engaged in. to our detri
ment. within the International Bank and the International Monetary 
I-'uikI. Can il Ik  said that we have failed to call on I'aihamciit tu 
help in  i l l  nnr ta il? When M r IBrs uga and the delegation of iiksis 
hen of Parliament were a I Knit to leave for Ameiica, I asked the 
see relaiy general of the United Nations to allow llic iu  to travel 
aboard Ins plane. As von all L i k i w ,  lie refused. Having linn  I k c i i  

deprived of any means of seeming the ucccsvJiy tians|KKlation, 
what were we to do? Take wing mid miraculously Ay to the United 
Stain? They wy that tltcy arc against communism, that they >ic 
against the Soviet Union, and vet when we ask them for help, they 
refusc it and choose instead In help 1'slsombe and all the people 
who arc hatching plots and making plain to tel up another rcoitnmii 
dictatorship in our country. 'Hull i s  the soil of campaign that is 
licmg waged.
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The tenth can l i t  hidden, you know, hot in the end it w ill alwayi 
IriumphI (J'rotongW appldust.\ A ll tlicnc speeches in which I am 
accused of being a communist, in which I am said tu lie planning to 
lurn lliu  Congo into .1 Soviet Union, are in (act being written by 
Ihe Belgians and the French. When I vintcd the chief of state last 
Saturday. I discovered Mr. Ghel (?), Mr. Van Bihcii. Attorney 
Croque/. m a woid an entnc general stall set up these to thaw up 
all these plant aimed at balkamr.ing the Congo' [Applauu.) And 
the people must he told of i l l  this. 1 am not sfiaid to Ixing all this 
to light.

lanl Saturday was the last lime I had any contact with M i Kan- 
vubu. I am going to tell you what Inought this meeting about. It 
look place because o f yet another plot I had |int uncovered, which 
had developed av follows: Tlie mini tier of finance chosen by the 
Abako went to Geneva with Mr. Delvaux not long ugo to negotiate 
Ihe i|ucstiou of ovn iiJlional bank and llm l of the fnnrlv belonging 
to uv wbieb Ihe Belgians had confiscated, Im it had luriicd out. you 
vec. Ihat wlicicas cm |nuc 50. i960, the day our indc|>cndciKC wav 
ixnclaimcrl. nut gold rcseivev ammmtcd to *.76^,000.000 francs, by 
August i f  all we had left was 1,764,000.000 fraud —  in othei words, 
the miraculous disappearance of two billion francs that llelgium 
had deposited m lls national hank in III niseis, apparently tu set up 
a Irani m Rwanda Bmmicli! These underhanded dealings have 
just been discovered by the mission sent to Geneva. Mr. Delvaux, 
moreover, is present here ami can testify lo this, as can Ihe other 
incmlrci* of the delegation.

'lire  Urlgiam now ity  Ib.sl they arc willing to give this money 
bark tu us Mr. Delvaux tekplroucd me from Geneva Hiking my 
permiiiion tu sign the plan drawn up for the national hank, which 
he thunght wav excellent I told him I didn't approve, that il should 
not Ire signed hut rather brought back line and presented for ex
amination by the council, which would study il poinl by |ximt ami 
line by line and after having approved it would submit it in turn 
to Parliament. M i. Delvaux did as I asked; the plan was Inoiighl
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back to tit by I lie delegation, which I received this past l;rklay. Tlie 
minuter of fiiuncc unci Mr. Delvaux informed me of llie  situation 
at J meeting of Die council. Article fi of the plan, which devenbo 
the Mnnetaty Council that i» to run the hank, stipulates:

The Mnndaiy Council ii to liv headed liy .1 Irmnorarv director 
i]>fMiiil(d by the chief of ila li on the rvroimucndilKin ot the ice 
iclaiy genciol of the United Naum* It it alto to include a tieai- 
urei anil fnui im m k n  appointed b> the chief of i Ij Ii on the 
iceomincndatinn of i Ik  minuter of finance. m cnmutlalioii with 
the United Nations.

|K iprenioru 0 / rfitdpprovuf from Ih t (./idntfccr |
I luxe toki I lie iihniiter of rmancc ami Mr. Delvaux that Dm it  

unacceptable ami that I will never JppiOve. We ate a sovereign 
xtatc. we w ill eicatc nur own national bank Why ihuuld it  l»c Die 
scoctan general of the United Natiom who appoint v a director for 
m. the cikI letull of which will be lh.it all the pOwen will be p*ivv 
In mu |>ollcy and our fmanciyl situation .nul w ill Dim be able to 
plot together to bring about J devaluation of out money? 'Ilux i« 
m il nf Die question. It i« tip In ut, to our government, In choose 
people we Irnat to iun our bank; it It licit up to I Ik  accrcUty-gcttvtul. 
who could fotcc on il l  men who might be spies I f  we need expet li. 
we w ill tend mil ■ call for th r ill ourselves; no one can force m. 
whcic w ill our independence luxe gotten us if mu hank, the very 
miiiicc of the vitality of out itatc. i t  to he run by foicigneii? Since 
the council did not appmvc the plan, we tinned the project over 
tn a special m iiim itvkm that it  In tccxaniiiic it; (hit commission it 
made up of M i. Nguvuln ami nlhcf minis ten. At that |» iiit,  certain 
i i ic ii iIk iv  of I ’ailiatnciil nrcdcrl copier of Die speeches I delivered at 
the opening ami doting n l the fan Afnran Conference. I sent the 
texts to the Printing Office of Die Ucptihlk 10 that a number of 
copies could be made. I railed the director of Die punting office 
and asked him to do t l i i i ,  ami lie npologirad and laid " I 'm  Hill 
working 011 a very urgent job. printing five bundled copies of a text 
setting up the national bank." 1 was astonished to hear him men-
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lion pimtmg tlic led  of flic  law creating (lie national bank when 
the government bad not vet signed it and Parliament liad not even 
debited it. I a«lcd him to show me tlic  te ll. I lead: ‘ 'Joseph Kata 
vnbe, President o f the Republic Know all men b) these pies 
cnls . . and saw that the text was signed by the minister of 
finance Is the government to be held responsible lot such acll, 
when ncithci it not I have am knowledge o l them’  The chief nl 
stale and the minister of finance — who is .1 Mukongo — have made 
a deal IkIwccii the two nf them to create a national hank with the 
pari 1cip.1luni nf the sccrctarv-general o f the United Nations. |Hoo> 
iiiit/ thuulr of (iitapprovdl from ill*  Cfurriibwr.] 'I he moment I dis 
covered this. I wrote the following letter-

Note for Mr. Nlayi (the proof of hn guilt is that he is absent 
fmni todas's session)

Mr. Mlnutei, I am tnipiiicd I n  team H u t  >on have wihnnUid to 
I'j 1I1 j iiic iiI a draft law dealing j  Ccntial Congcloc Hj iiL without 
notifying me and without the gos'cmmcnt'c having is-jc Ik iI u dc 
(iiioo on tins matter. Tim  du ft law. which h ji not been approved 
by the gnwiMim-nl, lias already been scut to the pilntlnjj olncc In 
l»e printed. In lire couitcof tlic meet mg held >csleida>-. Scplcinlwi 
a. 11)60. whieh yon attended, the C o u i k i I  nl Minitlcis decided to 
submit Use |dan lot setting up 1 natrond hank In a tp ic ijl coninm 
skm for examination. Tins cunnnissioii has not yet presented its 
conclusions. No draft law can be submitted to Parliament witlmul 
prim approval from the Council of Ministers, which is lesponsibtc 
lor the gnvcintiu til's policy.

I with an immediate explanation of tlic foregoing

It what 1 am telling you i i  false. Id  Mr. Oelviiux. who was pres 
cut uml wlin went to Geneva with the mlnistci of finance, tell m 
what the truth it. How- could this draft law. which is being examined 
hy the commission, have ahead) been vent out to be punted? The 
minuter o f finance, Mr. N layi. tells me that hr was not the o ik  who 
sent it out to Ik  printed, hut that perhaps it  was the chief of slate; 
the only thing he had done ssaj prepare t  dossier on the subject (01 
met I telephoned the chief of state; I went to sec him in h it office
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on Saturday, and wc talked c l ccitani pmhlcnis having to do with 
I lie gcncial situation. aiming oilier tilings. I even told him about 
llic  situation in Kasai. wlicrc Monviguni Nknngolo had left l.ucbn 
.m<l headed for Hakutinga. dressed in civilian clothe*. liccame lie 
had heat appointed a general m Mr. Kolouji's army I

|” Mol Nol" 1ft# oppoiilioii proleilt, ivftife the mu/nrity millet, 
M r Xzeza I Miutu makei <i move fo leave Ihe Chamber, shouting 
in w ilt .  and w \eral members of Ihe oppotUiou follow b it example.]

mi. I'KKiioi.Ki ok in i.  ( lU M M i. Mr. Nieaa l.m dti. you do nol 
have pci m inion to leave.

mr. M'XIUMra. Ilunoiablc deputies, you know hnw il is in life 
when a |>crvoi» rum out of valid aigumcnls, lie resorts lo im u llt 
(App&MS#.|

Mnimgnut Nkongolu wav diih ibuliug anm in Ilakvvjiig.i and wav 
.incited. I lud  received o tcU-grain fioni Ihe Silrcte informing me of 
lliiv I mentioned lliiv to the chief uf stale in that he too would 
know wliat was going on in Kavji. I said in him: "Here's a telegram 
I’ve ju it received from Kasai. The niomignor hat left l.ncho md 
gone lu Hakwanga; he was caught distributing anm Ihcir. W h.it do 
vou think nf that?”  After having discussed this incident. I made 
him the following proposal: “ In view uf the xcrlomncsi of the 
viluation at lliiv lime. I believe that we should ice each nthcr av 
often .n possible (min now nil. and that a little  inner circle nude up 
of a few ministers and ourselves should meet from time to lime In 
examine what is happening, in we can arrive i t  decisions together, 
and I w ill then paw lItem oil to the council. io t in t you call lake 
part in the government's action, though you will m il lie held tc 
sponsible for it." I added that I would picfci that cctlaiii provisions 
of the Kundaniriilal l. iw  lie diucgaiilul while we worked out a way 
of collaborating more and m oir closely on the executive level. He 
told me that hr agreed, ami that il wa« j  very good plan. It was at 
this point that I mentioned the rhafl law that lud  been vent In Ihe 
printing office. “ How does it happen. M i I'levidcnl, that you've
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signed this ilta fl law when I ssain't I he urn who submitted il  to 
you?' I asked him. lie  replied that lie had no idea wlial was going 
on, that Ik  diclo'l know a thing abmil il, and Hiked me to give 
him the text v i lu could see wlial it wai all jliou t. I refused ami 
promised to send him 1 photocopy and s.ikl I'd look Into tin  matter 
further. That wav on Satmdav, September $.

1 \s tote another letter hi Mr. N'kaxi

Mi. Mnihtsrof l ;injiicc:
W illi icleiciiec toms k ttr i no. — nl Sspkmbri y, iy6o, 1 spoke 

with llu chief id tUlc h it Saturday. Ik- chillis tlu l he knows 
nothing ulnliucsci about (lie stihminion In Parliament of the du ll 
law on i l i t  1 nation ol I hr lUlkind hank f lit  situation 11 Ihm 
<|nilc pilin' il m pwswi fael that il war youi nwn nflict I1i.il tub 
milled ibis d u ll law. which had not Ikcii approved, to Parliament.
I believe 1 Hal yon jil- aware ol Ihc icnuuinevi nl itx li an act. I waul 
a reply from you immediately I mull bung Ihii affair M on  llu 
council and atk it lo pan judgment

'I I i i i letter was written on Monday, f ljr iijii in /iu  afioisv it  to the 
Auentblr.] Up until dial moincnl. nothing had happened between 
the ehief uf state ami me; there had been no criticism o f ant suit 
W hile I sv.i i  at my home. I was suddenly noli fieri that Ihc chic-l 
o l ita lc had just given u speech on the national radio aummuiiug 
my dismissal. I w j i  astonished, foi i l  he had had any explanations, 
am rciiuiks, any c n lk iim l lo  communicate to me. I h id  been with 
him the Saturday before and lie should luve hruugltl them up 
"M r. Prime Ministci. I uni m il in favor nf the policy you arc follow
ing 111 this area or lh.it; im 'l tlic ic some svav to change it? Couldn't 
sou act, rather, in this way in lhal?" If at that point I had refuted 
h it advice and Unit caused distention between us. he could then 
have liroughl the affair before Parliament, wluc-ti alte-i due dclihcta- 
tkni could have dismissed Ihc government, as svji its light and i t i  
light alone.

Article 11 of the Puiulaincnlal I aw, which slates that Ihc chief 
uf slalc appoints und disunites the prime m in iitc i and the mimilcis.
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it I lie m il of pioviliou that c iitls  in cvciy com litu llo it in llic  world; 
I k i l  of Hclgium olio says that tin- king appomla on<l dismisses (lie 
prime m in Ijtil and l l i r  minntci*. lint in no cate Ii;ii the king. wins 
it the "Sovereign King." (lie "Convlitutional M oii.iicIi," in liit 
(ounliy ever dared <k) such .1 tiling; whereat in out country. the 
chief ol via tv it  only an elected official and hat no light <0 dismiss 
u government titnply Ivecame he in pleases; Dial it  nut elonv-l |J'ro 
fr ing ed  <ipp/<nu«.|

After hearing this news, I went to the national radio stueliov. foi 
I doubled vciy imich that it was line: M r Kavavulxi whs a man 
I’d gotten along with 10 well up till that inomcutl W hcii I got to 
the Information Soviet Office. I found nut that it wvu tine: they 
had the text of the speech, signed hv Kavavitbu H r had read i< Jiiel 
left it there. I (old myself lh.il even uudci the most fascist dictator
ship in the woild, yon couldn't disiims even a peity official by simply 
giving j  speech on the tJtlio and declaring: "I've dnmissotl tu and 
to ' SiKh u president would Isc dangerous, and a step such as this 
dearly goes Iscvoud even those taken under (o t j l i t l f i ju  regimes. 
When a chief ol state is planning on dismissing the goviinmcnt, he 
callt the head nf it in and tells him why. In every country in the 
wotkl. i i  there i i  a government ciisii it is I ’jilia incnt that mud ic 
solve it. lin t what does our chief uf state do? He gives a spcci h ovci 
the radio and sayi:

"M y  dear coiup.il nots, I have an extremely important piece of 
news to announce to you. The prime minister, who wsu up/k/iuted 
by It i f  king of th i Drigidnt —"

'H u t is a lie light there. W hs it  the king o f the Hclgians ui was 
it you here wlui appointed me?

"— has betrayed the mission assigned h im "  lids is to lay to tell 
the |KOple that Lumumba is not i  mimslcr democratically elected 
by (lie people; it was King llaudouni who pul lum 111 office. "He Ins 
resorted to arbitraiy measures which have sown discord within the 
government and among the people." W hat government does he 
mean? My culise government has been in perfect accord, and is so
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111 wc deliberate hcic today. Ami u lia l soil of discoid have I sown 
uinosig Hie people? Since June jo> all we have done is fight against 
the enemies of mu independence.

■‘He ha* governed arbitrarily. I Ic hai no pioof of this w lul- 
io<vcr. "He Iij i deprived many cflizcm of fundamental freedoms 
and now he is plunging the cuunliy into a liightfn l civil war." In 
his view, Onr wanting to gel Katanga hack into the icpulslic to as 
to lilsoalc mu h io tiu u  is a frightful civil war, because lie lias keen 
consorting with Tihotubc. Where j i the fad nf the mattei is that 
the Cent nil Government! victory in Katanga is a vieloiy over lot- 
pciijlisiu. “ That is why I have deemed it necessary to d inn iu  the 
goMinmcnt immediately, and I slo so Iss virtue of the constitu
tional powers vested in me."

Noticed the contudlction. ‘the text of the speech in which lie 
announced that lie was dismissing the govcinnu-nl does uni hear the 
signature o f a single minister: here is the document. | ‘i 7 i r  prune 
rurnirfer x/johs f/i«i text of /he rhief of state t  tpeech to the At 
TfinWy.]

MU. MOrin W c me here In huild, not in destroy. (A i/ir ill the 
Chamber.}

iiik rauiDKNTOi m i ciuMMiR ( )idcr. iiidu, it if dangcious 

MU. iumumoa. Honorable deputies, if you hive tome hoc to 
xlmuf, you can liuwl like chimpanzees and none nf m will lie able 
In hear each other, fnr everyone has a mouth 

“ I have appointed Joseph lien pnmc miimtcr, nnd lie it  to lake 
office immediately Mr. I l lo  it  |o fonil the new government.' So 
the new government it  already m puwcrl There it no tucli Hung fur 
him at a vole of confidence by Parliament; tlicic is uulhing. lie  lent 
fnr Colonel Mobutu this morning; tin colonel eaine, ansi the chief 
of stale handed linn an order which reads.

We, Keiavubu, Joseph. Chief of Slate, m view ol the pnititions 
of the Tundinienl.il I aw of May 19. i960, and III paiticsilai article 
ia of 1hi» law. hereby order:
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Arfiefe i  Mr. l.nmnmUs. Patucc. i ikoiIhi a t  lira Clumber ol 
Dqnitief. i i  to he lemustd from his lunctkinr si Prune Minister 
and fmin t in  other itnnbterul function

A i t k U  I t .  M ettn. Mwainl*-', I lh i i i .  Cbenyc, Chustcphi; Katfca- 
murj. A like!: Ilntaniba. Antoine. Cncuga. Antonw. and l.umUdj, 
Jacques. arc icmnsed fiom then funtltoni, tliorc respectively of 
Minister o! Justice, MumUi of the In liuor. Mumter ol Infoniu 
lion, Stale Secretary for the Ministry of liifnrm itton. Vice-Prime 
Minister, and Slate Secretory in the OflUc of the Pre-tide nt o l the 
Council o l M inu ttn .

Article HI M i. Jlfo, |auph, S<tutor, it appointed I’ lnm M in
ister. Minister o l National 1 "itfeme, and M lim tci ol |u ilkc . (floor 
f r o m  rh« AiwinWy.)

A r l k l c  IV . Our Prime Minister. Ike, Joseph. Ii to  he r<t|xntsiblc 
for the execution of lh< pnsin t order, which n lo he efleetiie im- 
mediately-, (floor a n d  U iu g h le r  ( to r n  I  h a  m e p r i t y  I n u c h a ]

Kxccntcd in Leopoldville. September t .  H)6o-

n il*  document it  false. he diew it up when lie tra ined that the 
governmenl had denoimccd the illegal na iinc o f h it act 

Dear lnem bm  of Parliament. between in , at beothcit, w illiau i 
passion, t i lt in g  all party contidciuliuni aside, whether diet lie llio te 
o f the M N C , the PSA. the PNP, or the A ln h i —  1 ask you: didn't 
M l Kiuavubu inm lt Parliament hy h it action? |Y« i! Y<*?| D id  he 
have the light to do such a thing? (No? N'o/J Kvett i f  the government 
no longci hat the confidence o l Parlia tm ill, i l  i i  a member uf the 
majority wise is called upon to form the new government; l in t  11 
sdiat i i  alwuyi done in every country, for llic  majority parly cun Ik  
assured o f obtaining a sole 0/  confidence fiom  Parliament. I I  |utl 
any indisidual 11 asked In fonn a government, lie w ill come before 
Parli.imenl all hy h iim clf: lie may hove bought e ll two or three 
deputies foi 100,000 francs, hut lie w ill never luvc the confidence 
o f Parliament Irccamc he does not have the majority required. 'H ie 
leader asked to fonn a government, niter first consulting the vaiioui 
parties and having assured himself (hat lie hat a majuiity, prevail* 
hi* mission lo  the chief of slate and infmnss him that lie lu \  the 
icquucd majority to go before Parliament in order to obtain its vole
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of confidence. I l i i  only after vuch a vole that flic  chief of state 
appoint* (he head ul government, and in no ease it such •  step taken 
bcfoic the leader forming a govctnmcnl hat nhlaiiic-ct a vote of con 
faience from Parliament. 'Ilicvc aic simple notions o f basic ptnee 
dmc that have escaped Mr. Kasavulm, or d ie  l i i i  advisers. such ai 
Van llihcn, who is at his vide at evciy inomcnl, have made him 
take 1 h it plunge.

[Someone firfrutr the prim# minuter a mtttage from  f/i# chi#/ of 
if<rf« addirtsid to Mr. .VJ'fluyi. m inu lrr of m iJd lt c la n ti)  

m b . l u m v m m . The chief nl state hai just written j letter. See — 
everybody tccoguixcs Mr. Kausuhu'v signature. ( lie  ifaom fh# U tic i 
to tfi# Ancinbfy to prnw that it  is <iuffi«ii(ic, end (fi#n reads it.|

M i |oieph M'ltuvi 
Minister ot Middle C h iic i 
lanpoldviltc
Mr. |c«cpls M'Rnyi, Minutes:

IMeate n«tc Hut tin  im uiitcii uie p id tn t. NVc have the honor of 
informing you that .1 council of those ministers who Isjsx not Urn 
dmnisud will he held In nor residence lliis Wednesday, Scptcmliei 
7, at four o’clock slurp We will piciide oscr this extraordinary 
council We arc counting absolutely on your being there.

The President of the Republic. Kaiavohu

l ic e  Is the declaration o f the Council of Ministers. I uok. every
one |ho s/iovii ft], it bears (lie signatures of all the ministers, with 
the exception of two or three tu itm ou i individuals:

We the undersigned, Mmislcis of the Cerstiil Government, have 
learned nf the order, which it  illegal in and of itself, signed by the 
Chief nl Slate and counterligned by Muiiitcis Delvaux and Rom 
boko, dismissing the Prime Minister, Patrice i.uintimbi; Stic Vice- 
Prime Minister, Autoirsc Ciccnga; Ministers Kaslunmro, Amcel, 
Gheiiye. Chnstophe; Mwainba, Remy. and Stale Scotland Ho 
mamba. Antoine and l.nm lulj. |aci|uci. The uthci Miniilcis not 
affected by this iirescnsble decision ivkmuly declare Ihclr total 
support for tlic ii Piinic Minister l.uiminils and all their othci col
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Icaguci iii ihr government *llic entire government ttandt ai one, at 
contlilulcd on |nnc 13. 19C0 Tim may veil Ik  0 question ol 
mxhinaltom to divide Ihe government nn tlic pad of Ihoic who 
ate irclmg only la exploit out country.

We declare that changes in the minidciial leant can In nude 
only by Hit Prime Minuter, who akim It ictpomibk for lire policy 
of llit* government before 1‘ailUmcnl ami Ihr nation. Changer in 
ihe government will be made immediately upon uctlp l ol niggit- 
liont lion  Parliament.

Kveented in Leopoldville. ScptcinlKr ■?. it)6o.

|Apflf<IUIC.|

In hit speech M i. Kutavuhn addressed the lu llo iu l .unit

1 a il another thing. ] can foinially atone lIn- membrn of tin na
tional amt), tlte constabulary. aitd the police, at well at civil teiv- 
unit, dial they will Ik  paid all the wages doe them and he provided 
the 1 a 1 tons tlial tome of them have gone wilhoul. I atk the national 
l i m i t  In put an end In jII lucliKid.il qiurielt once and for all and 
In lay down iIk I i armi temporarily.

This i t  an .tel of high treason! A rlncl of stale or head of govern 
incut cannot J t l Ihe army lo lay clown it« ainn. Om chief of stale 
it doing to in order lo allow foreign powert to occupy the country 
militarily |A/ip!dirsc from the mejunty Item he* onJ f iro tn t i from 
the uppmition

111K ruMiDKNi or 1 in. (jiAMnt r. Order, mdcr.
Mu. it'MOMMA. Tliiv it also an imult lo o m  national anny, which 

hat been vigilant in recent days. I astute you. gentlemen, you owe 
you 1 lives to these soldiers; they arc the ones who have saved you. 
|A/>/d<mrr.| W hy would we allow soldlcis, even Irom friendly A fri
can (otiiitiics, to come and occupy om country while our own 
soldiers t it  around doing nothing? ’that it disgraceful! If you feel 
that you'ie nut mature enough to safeguard our independence, you 
should ray re publicly. |A/>jd«iiitr.| W ho can count huw many time* 
nur toldicn haw been humiliated? W e demanded lhal they guard 
the buildingi on oor airfields; they ate om national pride; but Ihe 
United Nations troup* tool over the control lowers and heated uur



solilien like little child Ten I C j ii a nationalist tolerate such a situo 
lion? When someone comcj to help you, he doesn't seize power: he 
rlocin't lake river all (lie |x>Mliom of U-j<1cr l̂ii|> and run the govern
ment! Mr. Lumhib. .< general in the national aum appointed In 
the chief of stole, Mr. K jvm thn, Hew lo Stanleyville ycslcrday on a 
peacemaking mission. When lie lelurncd, the United Nations 
troops rliicatcnrd to file on tin plane he way on if  It landed at 
Y D ji l i  anporll The plane had In turn back; we do lin t know 
wliethcr it  un  nut of gat ni not on the i l l  uni (light: there is no 
newt of the general If he should happen to Ik  killed in an accident, 
who would Ik  responsible?*! lie United Nations.

As soon is the announcement Its the president of the icpublie 
was hioarkasl. Mr. K jiu ita lu. who was visiting Gungu, radioed that 
he sided with the Cent ml Government. that it had his total support, 
sinrl lh.it the cutiic populace of (Ik  province ol l«opoldvi)h die* 
appiovcd of the decision of the chief of stale. Appfauw.] M i Kami 
tain's executive scervUry woikcd with lit  lluniighout the night, and 
asked use to send a plane for Ihc provincial prcsidciil. I made ai 
raugunculs ssilh Sat>cn.i and seemed a plane The United Nations 
Itoupi icfuscd to allow the plane to go get Mr. Kamilatu, and thin 
the provincial president was practically a prisoner, l ie  iy sou We to 
return for the moment, and neither isGcucial I undid*. You should 
sre whsit stale the airport at N 'O jili is ill. The United Nations 
troops have occupied it and strung bathed wire all over it And that 
was J.mmimha'i doing Ion! Appbu.se.] 1 went to the national radio 
station that same day, aisd United Nations voldicis tiicd to keep 
me out. A Swedish officer followed me all the way lo (Iso broad' 
easting studio and told me I cnuldn'l go on tlsc an. I asked him 
what tight he had to hraxenty fmhsd me to speak Ol) our national 
radio, lie  threatened lo telephone general hcadcpiailcrs. I then said 
to him: "Sir. we don't ssanl any tumble. Get out of this studio, 
you’ic meddling in an internal affair the very' argument you use 
to refuse m your services; the Itclgiam arc going on with the it tin 
dciliindcd maneuvers ns Kasai and you don't say a word, hut you're
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in  j  h it; l in in '  in  lake over ou r rad io  and ru m p  our pow er.”  I w rote  

l l l i c r  Id le  is m te rd a v  H iking lu i he lp  fm m  (he  U n ite d  N ations 

v p rt ia l ic p ic in it . t l iv c ,  M in ii te r  K d ii/J  w ent In  ic e  lin n  w ith  a dele 

Station: the  vice-president o l th e  counc il called on  In in  it n  P.M.. 

h i l l  l ie  re f il le d  lo  a m w c i out appeal. lie  c a lrg o iic a lh  refused to  ice  

in  As fa r i i  the  U n ite d  N ations n  concerned. Iherc is no  govern 

in cu t a m  m ote ; i t  i t  go ing In  run Ihc g m c iiim e n l i ls e lf1 P c o p k  ire  

l ik in g  w hy  Ih c  m l t o n i l  radio isn 't broadcasting any m o le — hare 

we closed i t  down? I have spoken w ith  soldiers w ho have said "W e  

ca n 't obey the  ch ie f o f stale's orders; none o l ui ran  la) dow n ou r 

tides; w e're n il ' t i l l  on  n u t fee l’ "  Isn 't th a t p ro til o f  ih c  confidence 

lh . i l  th e  people and th e  in n s  have in  th e  governm ent? (A p p fo u ir  
A  num ber o f  m em ber* ore fa lle n  and complain lh a l Ih t  m ir o n  

hat lot led too long]

no i-lism rK i 01 tin; cnamuib. I ntcii. M r Madlidu, be patient, 
it w ill bevour linn  to i]scak in a little  while

M». MIMUMHA. Iloisoiablc deputies, \nn yoimcKcv said ut Ihc 
beginning of the Kisioii I lull we'd i l iy  heir till nudiiiglil if neers 
vaty. 'Hie nation's |xoplc have the righl lo know cvcistiling.

Gentlemen, I w ill go on wilh what I w.n saving a moment ago 
You arc here to pick a quatrcl; von think you're acting is an op
position paity, but that's not what vou'rc really doing: yciu'rc in the 
K iv icco f the imperialists.

There are a great many illegalities in Ihc oidci removing n« from 
office signed by the chief of state and countersigned by two min- 
iiteis. Mr. Houilsoko and M i. Delvaux Mmenvci. 1 regret the inn 
dents llia l the latter was the victim of tlm  morning, t ic  w ill be the 
hut lo tell you that to date 1 have always worked with linn in a 
spirit of hrotlicthond and collaboiation. I believe lhal lie i* sincere 
There is no tcison to n s l stones at one another On the seventeenth 
of last month, when lie was in Kuropt*. he wrote me:

"M y  dcai I’nlifce As you know very woll. I have always per 
snnally fought you and attacked you in the past. 1 apologize, and
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xsJill you to know lli.il Iron) now on wc will live ax hir.llicit, 'Jiirl
I am anxious to meet with yon and tell you so |>civonall\.

I have n o n  had m y hone to pick with Mr. Delvaux; he 11 well 
awaic of the xpiiit in which I have worked with him. I’Icjsc i t  
member the fad i lu l Parliament asked that two to four ministers 
!>c icmoveil liom office. I still have its motion ic<|ucstuig me to 
dismiss M r Bombukn anil M i. D clv jut. it  that nut hue? Didn't 
sou p;m such .1 motion? And I am the one wlm saw to it that (tin 
step was not taken. I told Mr. Delvaux that I didn't want to dismiss 
these ministers and that I would l i \  to bring ahoul a icconcilialinn 
with Parliament. Tims il I had Ik.cu against Mr. Delvaux, he would 
mi longer be minister today: the wine :s line nl M i nmnhnko, foi 
you were the fust to condemn I hem puhlkls here, and even now 
picisurc is lacing brought lo hear on me to dismiss them

According to the Fundamental !.aw. which h.ix just been so ad
mirably interpreted by the lionorjhlc deputy Mr. Kama. I could 
even ask an international jurist to come here to enlighten uv on 
ceitjin  points of law. Such a iniist would also tell ymi that the act 
perpetrated hy the chief nf slate is illegal.

W’hen article j i  states that the chief nf slate appoints and die 
misses, this applies only under CCitain conditions. What does article
I I  state? “The chief of slate lias on powcis Other than those tpc 
cifkally granted him by the pusciii Liw lie  exercises these powen, 
in p jiticn la i those mentioned in articles 16. jj . and p  — including 
the light o f dismissal— only mider the conditions set forth in 
articles 17 and >0." I Its right it thus subject to the conditions laid 
dosvn 111 these ailkles. Moicovu, since the decrees nf the king nr 
the chief of slate. 111 Belgium for instance and m every country as 
a mailer of fact, must be countersigned by a minister who thus he 
conics ici|iomihlc fur I Item, this means that if  the Ling draws up .1 
decree having to do w-ith finances, the minister of finance must 
countersign it; and if  the act falls within the province nf the minister 
of foreign affaiit, the latter must countersign il. everyone days 
within hit own domain and within the powers giantrd him hy law.
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When the government wai formed, I msiclf, at head nf government, 
appointed Mr. Delvaux resident minivtcr in Belgium. M i. Delvaux 
wu* tlun a sort of andsjisadnr m charge of relation) between ms 
gmcriimciil j i k I  that of Belgium. W ith in  the Congolese govern 
im-nt. M i. Delvaux Ihctcfoie hat |>owci to act only in matter! con 
ceming the Congo and Belgium. Given the (act that we decided In 
break oil di|ilumalie rclatinm with Belgium, it wat impoiiihlc for 
Mr. Delvaux In aniline lux functiom. l ie  hat no portfolio within 
till' government j l  proent; lie has become a mum ter without poll 
folio, wi to apeak 1 therefore tohl him to give ux a In  ml (rum lime 
to time and to help the vice pictidcnl uf the conned deal with 
specific <|Ucvtiom I turned over tu him. Mr. Delvaux thus has no 
power, iio legitimate unllioiils In sign an order of dismissal. "I lux n 
not the unit cate uf an invalid signature. lake M i Dclvam, Mr. 
llnmlmko, who lu> the puilfnlia of ninmter nf foreign uffaiii, lias 
imi authority except within the at tic t lim its nf diplomatic iclalkim. 
nf international relation* And the dcfmitinn of.the power* I en
dowed him with itipn lilcx l the pieciic lim it* uf hi* competence, 
l i l t  signature iv upended fui furm's sake only and thu* i t  in no way 
legally binding.

When exactly doe* the government fall? Hie government lall* 
only in (hose eases puvcrilKd In- articles 4:, 43.44.45, ami 46

Aitiek 44 stipulates ‘" lire  icipom ibility of the gmeimnciil a* .1 
whole can be called into question by the presentation uf .1 challctig 
mg motion "

Our government*! responsibility lias never been questioned Is* 
I'diliauicnl On the contrary, un (Ik- twenly-umtli nf laat nsontli, 
the Senate passed a motion of confidence in the government and 
gave it fu ll power to govern the countiy and contact the leaders 
uf the United Nations

"Such a motion can be entertained only if  it 11 signed by :it least 
cine fifth  of the member* of either (.'handier.

"A  vole may not Ik- taken until (oity eight hours after the motion 
has been presented.
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"W ithout picjirdicc lo the application of article 56, paragraph 3. 
the challenging iiKilmn it  lo be adopted only if it  receiver {citlici 
two Ih in lt  of fhc voter of the members present in one of I I k  two 
C lu tiilx r i;  or the absolute majority of voter of all the mcinbcn of 
each of the two Chimbeis." In order for 1 vole lo lie taken. an 
absolute m i|tiiity  of the Chambci of Deputies, lor example, mml 
he picsciil.

Article 44 stipulates: " I f  a challenging motion it adopted tindci 
the Cxinditionv stipulated in article 43. tin n iin lit in  w ill tn lnnil thcll 
resignations tu the prune minuter."

If these urticlet arc invoked, on involved ptnccdurc m int lie (ol 
lowed: If the government no longer liar lire confidence of 1’irtlu 
incnt, the m iliillc iv  are nbliged according to the law to submit their 
resignations to the prime minister, who Irantnnlt them, along with 
h lf own resignation, tu the chief of slate. Irceamc it is impossible 
for a guurn im nt to remain m power when it no longer liar the 
)>cn]ilo'i confidence. Once I have the resignation of each of tlu  
individual ministers, I add my own to them, and go find the elnet 
of stale and v iy  " I  no longer have the confidence of the nation; 1 
□in handing you my resignation.”  U n til sireh lime ar a new govern
ment is formed, the law further stipulates, htitmevt at hand will lie 
dealt with by the gou rilllK n l that ir irtignlng.

Article 4* tlipulatci! "The individuil rc>|>oniil)ili1y of members 
of the gntrinmcnt it  called into question Isy th r presentation of a 
motion lo ccnsuiv. This was the cate when the dismissal of Min 
inert l)elv j i i \  and llomlinko war requested. a innlinn to ccimitc any 
specific minister mml call for ho resignation.

Article 46 itiptilales "“I he cemurc of a member of thr govern 
incut it to lentil in Im resignation It need not necessarily result 111 
the ictignatmn of this government." It it  unit if  1 no Inugci had 
the confidence of the nation, at I hast put explained, that all the 
ministers would hand me their resignations, to which I would add 
my own. and submit all of them to the chief uf state. Meanwhile 
the chief uf state would find a leadci representing the ma|nnty of
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Ihc nation to fn in i a goscmmcnt. awl the taller would ptcsciil 
team to Parliament to obtain it* confidence, but of .ill. fm no 
can cxcrcnc power wftlctr lie hav previously been invested with vuch 
power by tlic supreme authority of the nation, winch i« Parliament 
If all tlic conditions picvciibrd by the artick-v cited have been met 
ilien and only then does ihc duel of Kale apply silicic u .  in accord- 
jnce wilh Ihc vote of the Chandler. lie  w ill give .as h it reaton ||1e 
withdiasval by Paihamint of it t  confidence, and will then have ||,c 
povrci to decree: "W e the lindenigned, etc. diunivt tlic  goVetn.
m erit in accordance with acinic j j . ’ Othciwive Ihc- decree it  not 
legal and cannot he binding, for in vuch a cave wo would not 
ictpcelmg the nation, or itc im lilu tion t, or democracy. f l ic  govern, 
inent may nuke mistakes. for every government in the world |s 
fallible Whether in llclgium. Ihc United Slates, or anywhere cite 
the ink- of Ihc opposition it  to entieixe the (Over inn cut. and that 
of Parliament iv to Mipcivitc in  action, tm it may be wioug q „ j  
make mitlakct cv-cn though it iv following a sound policy. Pa»ha. 
m in i is there In |>oiiit out tim e mivtakei and call u|>on eithei ||,c 
piimc nuniitci or the ininislei reiponnblc, av Ihc cate- may be. |(l 
jmwer for h it actiom. wtieflicr the matter m rpteviion iv the overall 
policy of the government nr n matter having to do with jn d ku | 
affairs, for example, m w likh  cjvc il it  the mnmtcr of jvivtkc who 
should lx  called lo account. We d ill lack cxpcitciuc with icgatd ( „  
our parliamentary dnlici Kvery lime a minister makes a mivtukc j h 
hit particular department, there are thorc who cry : "0)1, the govern 
m in t it  had, we mint throw it nut of office “ Any government y<n , 
w ill ever have, whatever its watnic, it  going lo make mistake), cv<„ 
moic venom ones than the present government iv accused of mnk. 
mg. And if  you ditmivv the goverimK-ut cvciy time it makes a n»k. 
lake, you arc going to have twenty fo th irty governments ,-s ycuri 

What is Ihc p iadkc in Ftiiopc, particularly in ihc case o f n 
miniiter who li  rlerclKt m hit duty? One or tcsetal depulici ask 
the ofhrcu of the Clumber to summon the minister lo appear bcf<)(c 
it; the mimvlcr m question it  notified and told the icasons fo i |,



being summoned In account foi Im actions. After a specified period, 
the u iin itlcr appears Ixrfurc Che Chamber. Ho is thus m il summoned 
wilhoul warning and obliged to explain himself immediately; lie it 
allowed « certain period of time. 'Ib i*  is why when sou read the 
iiiin iilc i of the Belgian I’.iilum cnt you will see that n cerium penod 
nl time' clu|>xcx before the minister appears to answer fur tils actions 
— some limes it is even as miKh as j  month later — because he Is 
gisen time 1i> prepare hiv explanation and plan the exact reply lie 
will present lo the Chamber. A minister cannot be summoned and 
obliged to explain himself flu minute lie makes a mistake, under 
the pretext that I'arliamcrit is the supreme anthoifly. 'Hus is uesci 
dime.

i ans not o iticu ing  you, nor arc yun criticizing me — we are 
simply learning. 'Hie government has never — absolutely never — 
refused lo cooperate. You should he quite aw-jrc that if  the Congo 
were liinlicn up. 1 would be flic fiisf to benefit, because on the 
parly level alone, the M N C  will be tepresented tu the six republics 
and can even control two or three prnviiKCs wheic ii is the majority 
parly. I thus would have every reason to stay at home and be per
fects content.Those here (tying foe a republic in this or that pros- 
inev won't even Ik  presidents. So there Is no point m my ambitiously 
seeking honors since I have no need of them If the government, 
lin t government that is uoss in power, docs not make ail cfloit, the 
Congo tomorrow will not lie w lu t t l  is today. All H i c k -  people svho 
keep talking to you about unity through confederation .lie living 
to pull the wool over your eyes, to hoodwink you. they arc whiles 
who have designs nn our country, who want to break up (lie Congo, 
who recommend it. mid certain of onr brothers gn along with l l i i i  
for sentimental icatont, for reasons of pridcl K ill lo  take just i i ik  
example: the Mali Federation, which svss to htiug about unity. 
What Inis happened to this fcdeiQtirm today? Whal has liap|Kiicd 
lo  the unity uf Mali tliJt cvcrylrodv talked so much about? Wasn't 
it Fiance that was Ik Ih ik I all that? As sou know very well, it  would 
be easy for me to say that I am willing to leave ihc gmcrnnu'iil and
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wouldn't rcgiet it, but i f  I were In <lo so today, the Congo would 
explode lunionow; 1 nuke iki secret of l lu l  fact, for ! know the 
schemes l lu l  an' .ifool As a matter of furl, all I he g lu t  Western 
powers aie bending every cfloit to bring this ahoul. Itussij — Mm 
cow — l lu l is only .111 excuse; the question of the planes is also 
only an excuse. I'cupte in llie West know llm l u« long as I he present 
gou'iututul is in |>ovscr Ihey have no rhaiKc of getting control of 
llie economy of osir counliy. 'I lie entire arms is in the It juris nl 
Congolese today; who would have the ensilage to liy  lo  ui /c  coutiol? 
All these people, tsxn ecitaru tnemhen of the opposition wlio are 
raising a hue and Ciy here, haven't dared In do M), and arc Ihcscfoie 
still cotl.ihoruting svith the Hclguus. |A/>pJ.une.] 

iin : inraim-m n) nm < iiamuhr Mr. Colin, soil w ill have a 
chance to sprak in a moment.

xu. i u m u m m  M i Cohn. ) refuse to lake part in any discussions 
concerning Mr. Kav.ivuhii. It seems to me l lu l is a prison I piefci 
him In a gic.U num  other Italungns.

m i rfti s ih k n t tu f m i: en.sMisra. Mr. Prune Minister, please tell 
me if you have finished so I hat I can give the lloor lo other speaker.

m * I.UMSIMRA. Cciitle im n. the entire aims is unc hniidrcil per
cent in the hands of Congolese today, ax are the police and (he ail 
ministratiun. Isn't tins true i rule |>cud< nee? Millions of francs have 
been raised to wage a campaign against me un the radio, and tracts 
arc being written and handed out even, day to wage |*\cliologiral 
w-aifarc. I am called every uni of name so as to (ool the people 
l.uuninilu IIk dklB im . l.unuinilu the communist. I.um uuibj Mos 
tnsv and all suits o f other names. Do yon think the people will let 
themselves lie fooled?

xu. to i ls  \ f t c i n  h i t  bench), llie  Ministry of liifo n u jliu u  leases 
something lo he desired.

xu  t.i'XtUMM. As icgardr informal km? 'I hem's no lack of inhu
mation, sit; i l ' t  Ixcauic you want them to go on singing hallelujahs 
on tire radio — \AppUuu.) You know, Mr. Deputy, when you hisc



Ilic  confidence o( (hr yieople. ynu'Il lie minister of information. I 
know what yon'ic up to; you're unhappy 1>ccaiiic yon wcicn'c ap 
pointed mnmlcr of information, dial's all. \P ro ttit i from Hit opposi
tion htnchtt, Itiu jflittr frdm th t majority br»icfie.«,|

m i no  siiiknt o r  m i uiamm*. Older, circle.!. Please cunlinuc, 
M i. Prime Minidoc.

M». f.UMUMn.s. Cctlaui jKxipk' luvc swung into action .uul a 
turn limit ter, " ’I I k  Voice o f Freedom,”  which cost millions ami can 
lx- Ik jic I every day on the same wasekngth .11 the national radio, 
lus been installed here with Hie complicity o f llici Mukongos; an 
oilier one has been installed in Katanga. 'I he two poles — Katanga 
and (he I.casci Congo — aic waging a campaign against the govern- 
nun l. Who is giving them the mono — isn't il the imperialists? 
(Appf«n«r.|

We luce alto s|xikcn recently of |,manntm Hinvcitily. We 
ss,mled n to become .1 stale nnlwislty. All of ]<ovani\un, all die 
stiKlents have iimhili/cd and have icctully held meclingi all over 
for Mr. Kas.ivubu. ssiih his knowledge |Au»wrmjg d member 0/ 
Me AImJco who i/ih i him d rpirilron dhaul the <11111 0/ there mecliugi 
from / lit  bench, .\f/ f.urnumbu repfiti.-! No. no, they arc holding 
meetings to give him. . . .  Do yon know vslial I'm  talking about? 
Do sou waul u ir lo  Icll t iw  alxml everything that's happening? 
{Another member of th t Aucmbly utkt him a (juerh'ou about (f it 
tract* and the prr**.] As fur the ir liacls, gentlemen, I point m il one 
tiling tu yon: we aic (01 democracy. W e decided to control the free
dom of Ihc picis. although this step was nnl aimed primarily a! 
the Congolese press. No one can claim dial the C o w rit/ tl'Afru/ue 
i i  a newspaper belonging lo a Congolese Is there nnsono here who 
docs m il know that Ihc Cnu/ritr d'Afrique is an organ of Ihc Syn- 
dicat Chretien nf Hclgnun? That i l  11.1 tool fm piopagaudi agjln il 
(he people — is (here anybody who doesn't know dial? They toped 
in M i. Makoso, our brother, to use him at a pmpagaiicla tool. Is 
l in t  what you call freedom of die press? We therefore decided to
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regulate -ill these publications that ate against the nation, dial arc 
againil blacks; we have pasted an ordinance presenting I he entry 
of Rwo/i« .Mrstfaeme into the Congo, lor instance. I l ( id  this weekly, 
read l. ih ir  tlrfgiepjc. wliat did they say a bunt Mr. Katas nhsi* Kau- 
vtilw ii  o booitliini, Kasjviilut it  this, la iin liiiitu  n lli.il.  O l all o l sis. 
It there anyone the Belgians icspcd? Reread (lie luck issues ul ltd  
gian pa|xit Jtnl see wltal they had to sas when K.iuvnbti left the 
KiiiiinI Table. Didn’t they tat all sorts ol Icirihlc tilings about linn? 
And still sou want these p.ipcn to continue then ptopagamla against 
the nation here in mu conntrsl H ie  minister o l information is 
present; In can give you the Ini of papers that lusc asked pci 
nmsitin to ptiblith; illy den lionotiihlc deputies. not a single one 
that mpH-iled pcimistiun hat set Itecn telused We want to ic*n 
late, wv want to control .ill this, and know who arc the editors re
sponsible at law ioi these newspapers. Papers wills Belgian ililcicsts 
hcliiiKl them .tie attempting to sabotage n lli independence. They 
u k  oui black brothers as fronts. M i RaVosn ap|xais on the must 
head ,ts the editor of Cour/ier d'Af/ryu*. hut the teal editor has 
rccentli appi-jicd hcfnic the general prosecutor; I have been told 
that II was Mr. V.mdcputlc (?), that he it  the one wit© unites all 
the articles m l l t i i  paper. Vamkputlc doesn't want his own name to 
appear. W ho built the printing plant o f the C’otirder tl'/\frique — 
w js it sou? Well, it wasn't Makoso either. Makoso hat signed a 
statement that lie is not the author ol all the articles published in 
the C ou riiti dAfiiyue.

Ma.rot.iN (from Air Jx-mfi]. Yes, yes, I know. . . .

1 UK I'MHlPKKr o r iin  ciiamrir Co on. Mr. Prime Minister, M i 
Colin, sou will hnvc the floor nest.

mr. i UMMMa.s. So freedom of the press is giuiantrcd. anybody 
can publish a newspaper IVar hsotlicis, I would u tlic i die preaching 
the truth than lisc telling lies, and I will never be afraid to s|>cak 
the liu tlt. It is all these Catholic groups waging their piopiginda 
in their papers who ire stilling up all the tiouhle that we ate going
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tluou*h; should wc |x<mil this v liU  nl sfl.iin? AikJ (licit when 
nurJturvs arc taken lo  Itcc vou, you call i l  dictatorship! (Applunt* 
from (he majority benchti.)

I foi iny )) iit w ill ask this nf I he opposition we now have J  

kind of constituent assemble, and the colonialist* h ive left; lei us 
prepare lo hold elections and you'll mc that we'll win. [PruJorixed 
afrfrltwie f r o m  ( h a  m a j o r i t y  b*is<h#t.j

Certain deputies arc raising a hue ami cry and saying unltnc things 
about Ihc government. but llic  entire nation i i  w ilh n». imlhuns of 
people ate lschind Ih ii government!

MR. ceil ik  [/roru h it banchj. Co lo Ihc cild. . . .

m r . UIMOMRA. What's happening in Ihc cifrf? It's you who have 
been organizing Ihc few signs «l divcsmtcnl on llte pail of ecilaili 
individuals; Ihcic is nothing spontaneous about Ihcin. Momiver, 
Ixopoklvillc itn 't Ihc whole Congo; you alwayi think that Ihc 
Hakinigo* are Ihc whole Congo! |Ap/rfinne (row (he majority 
fxnehc».|

I w ill make you ihc following pr<i|Hnnl; we'll lake a |>lauc wilh 
you tomorrow ami visit (Ik c iil iu  countiy. you'll tec how we ll be 
received. 'I Ikic me even ionic llnkongm wIk> j ic  for ui. K\cry 1 lung 
k in g  done lin e  i« fascism lo impress foreign journalist* and make 
them believe I hat there's wine thing going on. People nut of jobs 
arc egged nn ami mploitcd; tlicy’lc  given Iwcnly of fifty  francs and 
lokJ: C!o do (h it 01 Dial — to that foreigner* who w itnctl these 
acts wdl believe ihciu 'i opposition when ihcrc really isn’t any. 
[Afrfiiaum from (he majority hauchet.]

Ye*, yes. Ilrcic's ptoof. I i  there any thing they haven't tiled? M il 
lionv o f francs wcic olTcicd ccilain ministers; then M i Kasavnbn 
invites them to Ins home. Ate they at hi« home? W ill they go there? 
Not one of them What did the Nclgiim  do before the government 
wa» funned? I'hcy said: '‘ l.mmimb.i. you're not going to form the 
government, Kisasiihn is." ' l l ic  laltet liav done everything possible; 
millions of fiancs have dunged hands. Did he succeed’  Do you
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think lie II succeed now without us? [AppUiiue from the ma/orify 
h e n th n .)

To conclude. dear lionoublt deputies, 1 know all <>l you am] you 
know me, H f arc dll freedom fighters. we have all suffered .1 glcill 
deal; It li onls j  lack ol understanding that divide* people. le t 
111 tiix lnst j ik ]  each other in order la march in itep. for we die 
|iioiK<ii in I lie budding of |)k  nut loti. The futiiic of the Congo dt 
pends on in. on this team of members of I'.iiltamcnl urnl m em lxii 
of the government. The fuluic <k|tcmlv on the |>ovitioii we lake 
today (.ho enemies lose long divided us, and they ore dividing m 
today, iimlnkcv have Ixcn nude on every lu iid . Certain deputies 
ire even going into the Icm lo riii ami dying lo oust the jd in iliU tN  
ton. What would you My if  I pointed out grave errors committed 
hy deputies and senators. when the l-'iiiid.iim iitul law  ^pecifKally 
provide' fm a separation of powers? 'I lie legislative power Ixtongv 
to yon: you arc hoc to delihcratc and vole on laws, your sphetc of 
action is Innilcd to I’arhamcnl. ami yom duty is to supervise the 
government. 1  he guvcjumeiil ami Die jd in iim lia tion  have emufrve 
power, .uid then iv alto judicial power lin t what it  happening? 
Certain deputies nr senatms ~  who may |iciliaps not l*c acting in 
lud  faith — encroach 141011 the domain ol the executive when they 
are in the interior o f the country ami create a conflitl of powcit 
when they say: wr 11c thrones who appoint the ministers.

CctillcmcM, we must he able to work as .1 leant. I hast* told tile 
presidents of the Senate ami the Chamber that the best formula 
sve could devise would be to set lip u loinmivsion composed ol cer
tain mrinhere nf the Chaml>cr, Ihe Senate, and the government, lo 
examine Die over,ill situation.

It would decide on ccilam measures und suggcsl them lo Ihe 
government, and tins would enable the dc|>u1irs mid the senators 
and cvciylndy to have a past in Ihe piactical ami effective manage 
incut of the coimliy's aflaus. (App/jute from t/re rtw/orify benefit*.]

Ihe Council of Mmistcis m il yesterday: we rcolizexl that os far 
as our patrimony, our entire economy is concerned, we have nu
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•dc* where we arc heading. uncc the colonialist* have done ever) 
thing possible to plunge us into pax-city. When theic it  talk against 
t.nnmrnba, you may lx sine that Lumumba is only a jcapiguat and 
,i Wfe noire; it  is not l.uimunlu they're out lo dextioy, hut you and 
the future of the Congo. And we must now appoint government 
coinmiuioncts immediately in all the para-stale oiganiMlionj, he 
entile we must cnnlml our cennomv through the hank. Oliaco, and 
Hcgidesco. In every large company there should 1m- a govenuiienl 
commissioner possessed of full itolilical power to diiecl the com 
|Xiny. I haw alio told tin  president of the Chandler that I would 
jncfei to luxe mcinhcis of Parliament appointed to control the cii 
t iic  economic life of the country. It is up to sou to present us the 
names of candidates foi thiv post or that; thus memhert of Paths 
incut w ill not |uit til heic passively watching what it being done. 
Iml w ill also 1>e working * flee lively .11 the nation's elected upicscu 
latives. If there is close collabmation, many tiroes will hi: avoided. 
We slill have a huge immlsei ol umbassadoiial posts; we need ,i| 
least iialy umhaisadois lo scpicscnl the slate. An ambassador ii 
nsoic limn 0 minister. Wo need competent men. When air we 
going lo find them at this point? Among the members id Paella 
incut. It 11 up to you to suggcsl their names lo tn We in ru ilx is  of 
Parliament tnusl now travel tlnuughout Africa and l*'nro|K-, go 
Ihrnugh 1 period of apprenticeship, go 011 informatniu-gatlicimg 
missions all over, in order to gain personal experience and get the 
fuels I nm not attempting to hide the fact that foi the moment we 
aiC playing the imperialists' game Whatever emus may have been 
committed In the government, by M i. Kuvavubn, hy one deputy 01 
another, we arc playing the iui|xriiilisls' game. Kiev ore taking ad 
vantage of t l i i i situation to create a so called opposition in order to 
exploit 111 again and divide us even mote. When ynti sec w-hat the 
journalists who arc here me going to wide, you'll be nmj/cd. lAp 
f>iamo fto»i i lu  majority htnchtx,]

Tuiimjiiow. when all the clops are down, w ell be crying and 
they’ll be off in llscir ouss countnes having a good time; they'll
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lay that lliev got «1ic better of u i by dividing us. Ho you Ibink the 
Cungo i> j  paradise uml llicrcfurc I won't cvcc make a mistake? If 
Mr. Mak»d m anybody else liccoinct prime minister, lie’ll make con
tinual mistakes too. |ApplauM from the majority bertefir*.]

Die dclcgntiim headed by M i M an] sent me J telegram from 
Kasai M id d lin g  j  not her uimmiMion; that is a constructive piece of 
work, and in fret I did mil turn the suggestion down The govern 
incut muit lie helped, and it in turn w ill help the country-. If you 
sie that a minister is incompetent, it is up to you to help him by 
olTciiug udsicc and suggestions. Unlike what lu p in s  in nlhcr cuun 
tiks. we have rereived no suggestion* from Parliament at any time. 
If you note, for example, that the minister of information is re 
striding civil libcilics. send us o letter o f prolcsl. If the government 
falls shod of what you want II to be. you can condemn it. Since 
this government has been fountd. we have scarcely slepl — ask out 
friends, we act .is police, as constables; our soldier* scarcely sleep 
We have just fio/en funds amounting to twenty million fiaucs lo 
pay nur soklicis; Imt tlie minislci of fmaure has lakcn the keys 
away with him and wv base no svay of gelling the money; isn't this 
sabotage against the nation? When I foinicd the government, I 
told you frankly that our policy wa* one of neutrality. We clusi't 
want lo have anything lo do with any bloc; the Congo will sieve* 
be I* tench, Himian, 01 American; we don’t want that We don't 
waul to base anything lo do with culoiiialism, ideologically, uitcl 
leetnally, or ccoimimcally. We want to remain Congolese, Africans, 
lin t the imperialists arc very powerful. (Applause from the nur- 
/only bcncliet.]

' l  lic imperialist* arc very powerful; they liusc lots of money and 
we arc still weak politically; we let ourselves he fooled, we let OUl 
selves lie influenced in all soils of way* When we were struggling 
here, when I was thrown in prison because 1 was demanding im
mediate independence, was it the Russians who were advising me 
to do so? |"N o/ N oT tts tra f uw riter* i/ioirf.]

W lK n  our brulhers were struggling throughout the country, svas



IKMI.MBTB uj6o }<;q

it  flic Russians who were egging in oil In demand mclc penile no.-’ 
Who exploited m loi eighty yean— wasn't it  Ihc Iiiipcnallsls? 
They considered I he Congo and its liclies I heir national Inmling 
preserve. When the l-'icnch, the Amcrieam, and the Relgians conic 
In the Congo, Ihc imperialists applaud lliciu, whereas I hey con
sidered the arrival of the Russians a lirloom  act.

Q ikcu I'iliubclh of Ilc lg iiiiii li p in idcni nl ihc nssncialkni loi 
llmso-Belgian friendship. h site .1 eoniniuniit? |Ap/>/<iuie from f l i t  
iiutfotily benches.)

I recall a time noi long ago when the pirndcnl o f Hie Belgian 
Clnmilici uf Deputies, M i Kronackcr, wen I to Moscow. Radio 
Prague rmnmmccd this. Did people call him a roniniunitl? Wav lie 
accuicd of having void Belgium out In Russia her .line lie made this 
I lip? Uni today, if l.umuinh.i or Cirmg.1 nr any nllicr Congolese 
goes lo Moicow, Ihc enlire press raises a hue jn d  cry. They can gn 
In Mnicnw, bsit not Negroes! ‘I lie son ol the Belgian minister «jf 
foreign aflaits is ikiw  in Moscow-, studying al Ihc university Mem 
hers of the Belgian Parliament go on minium to Moscow evtty 
year; they gel Jliing fine with each n llic i; lu ll when we waul to go. 
they advise us not to. Why? Haven't wx the rigid to luve l wherever 
we wnnl lo? K il l*  1 we ate .1 sovereign slate or we ate not. We mnvl 
remain ncnltal, that is lo suy, we must follow neither American 
|>olk> inn Russian: we innsl re in ji 11 in uni ligh lln l place: Hie mill 
die. |A/>/ihn<s«.|

II is Became I have refused lo gisx llicm  concessions that woukl 
enalile llicm tn eonlinne then cxploilatHiu tlia l they call me a <0111 
im niiit: I'm  not nnel I lemmd all of yon llnd my paienlt were mar 
lied 111 (he Catholic Church. M y family is Catholic. My elnklren 
allcnd the Ixopoldvillr A ihfrife, where classes in ihc Catholic and 
Protestant religion and eihirs arc gisxn; my childicn aic being 
gisen a Cluislian cdncalion and are enrolled in classes where Catli- 
olic doclimc is langlil; yon can go verify tills (Apfshsuw from On 
itu fcn l) benches.)

In Africa anybody who it  foi progicis. anyone who is lor Ihc pen



pic ami against the impelialnts it  • commuciiil. .in agent of Mai 
cow' Hnl an\one who approve* nf the imperialists, who goci mil 
looking (or money anil packet* it  fat linm cll ami h it family, n an 
excmplaiy III.III; Hie imperialist! w ill p ia itr linn jud  bleu him. Th.il 
i i  tin- liu lh , mv friends.

I lu  members of the government know whal I .ini. I am merely 
d nationalist, pure ami timpk*. and I know that we arc going to ac 
complish something iiugnificviil. '( lie  icpicicntalivcv of the Afii- 
c,iii slates who met logctlici .il the l.copoWtlllc Conference u n i 
dial Icopok liillc  it  m il only the capital o f the Republic of the 
Congo, >miI of j || of Allied. (Applntiie.)

According lo out A ftiian  wisdom. oui H jiiIu  custom, wliat do 
chi Wien who have fought with each o llie i do? They gel together 
in |hc lu llin g , forget w1uf h l i  happened, make tlic ii peace w itfi 
carli other, anti out together 1 * 1  n i nol rlhgnsic the Congo. All 
these fmcign im iin fllitlt here [hr poinfr lo  them) iay dial we look 
our w a ll in mu Pa i lumen I wrffioe/f (reiving any experience, that wv 
an children, th.11 we don't know anything; they insult m They 
keep saying I li.il we are incapable of governing (lie Congo.

I hope t lu l we will set up .1 coiiimisiion tonight, one made up oi 
a few tery wire individuals, of a few members nf the internment, 
lo  examine die tiliia liun  in die Congo. T im  ii  all dial intends us. 
I f  changes must he nudo in (hr government, at you have aim!, we 
are going lo  ©Ircjr your wishes. I I sc lu te  that die Congo must live 
up to ils mlc. became a lli'iilp ls are licing nude to jmi! i l  nutlet in 
lernalioii.il rontrol 11 i t  unfortunate l lu l  llic cine.I nl sl.ilc tan 
lake il upon himself In say: 110 more army, ami ask Ihe Undid Na 
lions In take care of everything. Where is u lir independence, where 
is our sovereignly then? We have asked l lu l  control of our airfields 
lie cnltuslcrl only lo Congolese. I went out to N 'D jili ami found 
tome forty paratrooper commandos hiding out lim e, they hod lu 
be rounded up and driven nut by foicc. they were being hidden 
there, and you ate well aware nl th ii. Olliers fuse been discovered 
hiding m il w ith the m ittioiiaiy fa llic ll I <1m  hate Icli-gfdins here
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K ill me from Akcii by Deputy Bocliclcy informing me t lu l  lie lias 
also diseoscicd Belgian p iu lioop i-t (omtnandoi tlic ic  among the 
UN tiaups

In order in lake ovei ntii conliol lower, Ibe Untied N 'jlium  
chascsl uul six Congolese employees and upbeat Ihcm with I wo 
Belgians and four Canadians. I went out tlicic pcnonally and asked 
il ia c  gentlemen why they lud  <lono so; d idn't Ibis to iilio l lower 
belong In urn sovereign country? I had llic  six Congolese lake met 
tlicir |>osls again immediately so as to conlioi j l l  the planes aiming 
m from Brazzaville.

We asked I lie United Nalmm lor help, and now it is seizing 
(Shouts of "No? No?" from a number of members |

When the th ief id slate says, "The United Nations is going In 
give us money," we teply: “ NVc don't want llm  money; we may die 
■d pnscity; l»nl we aic willing to die, we iclusc to let uur cinm liy lie 
Ixmglit tin immey any longer." Om domestic siliution Is licallhy; 
uc are going |0 put everybody In work .Is soon as the Belgian tronpv 
have clcaicd out; we only want them to leave us in peace. |Ap
b?OUI«.|

Are you awaie of the vast ;«|nt lx  mg hatched against oni Congo? 
Out enemies .lie seeking to disuscuibei the country at any price, he 
ginning with reuniting the head, Ixeause they know that this gov 
eminent is strong. it lias stsasxl the ta t  thus far jimI i f  it is icmmed 
floni | mi wet, forming anothci wall lx  difficult. W lia t w ill happen if 
t l i i i government fulls? Anarchy and civil wars. Our MNC-P-SA- 
Baluhakal mai'oiily still exists; how will they manage to topple 
ns? I swear to yon that they aic simply Hying to cause a war. 1 was 
tu go tsi New Yoik on September 10 to head the delegation that 
w ill represent 11s at the triumphal admission of out icpublic to  tlir 
United Nations Organization. The l ,'tciKh .lie taking advantage of 
this and telling Yotilou: You cun show up at the same session and 
put forward the name o f yuur republic

I here would thus Ik  two Bcpublies o f die Congo, which would 
delay our country's admission to the United Nations. It Is the
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French who arc plotting our eventual downfall. It woukl then be 
Mid that there i i  no longer u government in the Congo, that the 
Congo i\ no longer u *tatc, that i t i  admission to the United Ka
lin in  w ill be examined la ta . And meanwhile the United Kalinin 
w ill takeover Irutlccihip. |Ap/;/nnie '

Gentlemen, I atm re you and sweat to von that j II this i t  a plot tu 
picvein the Republic of the Congo front entering the United Na 
linm.

W e have j  majority in the eouuliy. Do you know what w ill lup 
pen if the effort to topple our government it  successful? 'H ie peo
ple will read and cieatc d ium lii. The United Notiom will lake 
away <hu sovereignty and impose a tmslccsliip, and we will In 
davcv again. Do you rcincnihcr what happened ill Korea and nllici 
countitetF Aftei a country hat attained i t i  imle|iendcncc, the im- 
pcnalitls ylii up quancU among it ’  national and eventually divide 
it up.

Dear hrolhciv. the lime hat not >ct come to engage in t l i i i  tint 
of destructive opposition; let ut mute hetauve we me all |Mil n l the 
tame country; Id  us examine tin t ntualion together. It it  more icrl 
out than you think. Von me capable o f saving (h it country; H i t  n 
quet I ion uf will, le t  m fill get even thing that lu t  heretofore di 
vidcil lit. ahotv ut our initialed and tomorrow they will all be recti 
fieri.

A t fo r the d iv id in g  o f the  c o u n try  in to  p rov ince !, w lia l icasotit 

w o u k l I ha te  lo r not a llo w in g  there to  be tw e n ty  p ro v in ce i lo m o i- 
rote, i f  th a t w e ic  yo u r exp re tt w ith ’  I f  I am  p rim e  in i i i i i lc r ,  it  i t  

because the c o u n try  hay elected me, it It  I k c j i i k  you have elected 

me. I f  P arliam ent decide} on a ly y lcm , w l id l ic r  i t  l>c a federal one 

or a eonfcdcra le  o ik .  I canno t oppou- it.  Imt th is  m u tt be done 

th iu u g h  legal channe l}.
U ntil vikIi time at Parliament dccitlti, the gosciiimcnt cannot 

allow anyone lo flout the law. not even depuhet m scnatois. If ihi« 
govcinincnt acted olhciu-itc, it woukl not rieteixe your confidence. 
What party, what |>cop1c have ever demanded the ovation of a
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province and had Ihcir demand refused by Parliament or lire gov
ernment?

What is M i Kuloiiji doing in Kasai? lie  is mm claiming dial 
H iii region iv nn longer j Congolese province bill ilic  liulc|>cmlcui 
Republic o f "H jlcugngj": it i t  no longer "M iim 'ic  Piovince C hi 
you |>ermit such behavior?

Mr. Mnunda, an Abako deputy, sent me u Id le r one day In mg 
Iiij; up tin pussihilily of setting up a gtoup that would be called 
‘T in  Special Committee ot Baknngo" and would have its head 
ipiaiteis in Ihc l.mver Congo T li i t  gioup would have vole lights to 
exploit l i l t  mineral wealth of the Lower Congo, its sources of cn- 
ergy. mncnsioiu, absolutely everything; it would thus be ■ jrfivatc 
compaiiy supetseding the legal authority ol Ilic  piovince. I believe 
that some of sou read this in the ncwspjpcij.

I sent tin following icply to M r  Miranda: "The c real ion *il such 
a group falls w illiin  the coni|KlCUCC of the riovinei.il Government. 
I lu te  no light to uuthoii/c sou to set up a cumpam that is against 
lire mtciesls o( the m l ion and will Like over powers he lunging to lire 
province And i! you persist. I w ill send a copy ol yom letter to Iho 
chief of slate uml have you arrested "  Ami fui that I'm being 
called a dictator. You can see. gentlemen, that all these tilings they 
ate doing are no kmgu pisl oppusiliun; tires have even tiled to sj|> 
nlagc the Piovincial Government. It I were u weak nun, K jiu iln lu  
would no longer Ire in office, there would no longer Ire a PSA Gov
ernment; il would have Irecn destroyed hv (one. Some young H.i 
koilfOl came to me a week ugo ami said: "M r. Prime Minister, 
please set lip a guard around the posvei stations of /ongo and 
Sanga immediately, became parlisans of the Ahako haw made ar
rangements to form Ihcir own government, j ik ) if yon arc opposed, 
tlrey will take llresc stations over and cut the power hires so Ihc city 
won'1 have any clcctiieity." (Cufoiri mmnhr/s o/ (In  opfxjiitivn  
question the occutocy of this report, the deputies of (h r A boko in 
particular Addressi»g (he /alter, Mr. Lumumba goei on:]

This i i  true: I am certain of it; I have document! proving il. Ha



kougov have come lo tee me — don't gel Die idea all the lliikougus 
agree with you. [Appfdiue from (h r mu/oiity h r liches.j

Honorable deputies, I have explained ihc situation tn you, clearly 
ami plainly. I have never had any intention nf lying; I w ill not lie. 
The lituatiun »« serious. I et m not discredit nuriclvci; lei m not 
divcrccTit uur cuuntry. I he (mine of the icpublie is endangered 
Oin soldiers have almost nothing to cal; they arc laying: " l  aying 
down our aims it  out of ih r  cjursliun, lint i i  we nunt. give 111 tm kis 
10 go luck to our village!." They iiis iil dial it it  n disgrace (01 sit to 
send soldiers from olhei African countries lo  Katanga in Iheic stead 
Troops from Tliysvilk. and even Hakungo commandos, ore all tell
ing me. Mr. Prime M in iiicr, if you don't give m pennissiun lo fin 
hack to Kalaiiga we're not going to obey you and will leave on otn 
own."

The Krtfui Afloir

No ono can say that I gave oidcn lo go there and lake nm vort 
of action: I never did You arc <|Uilc aware ul Ihc I .ulna lialuUi 
lo n flk l, which stalled well bcfnio iiidc|Kiulcii<c. wax I ihc one 
who earned it? ['the majority antwert, "N ot Nof")

And Ihc imps realists have uuw lakcn advantage of lliis conflict 
and gotten their hands 011 Dakwauga ami ilv rich diamniid deposits. 
Ynu have sms idea nf wh.il u going on there, dear brothers. Yon arc 
playing a da 11 gnosis game, ami I wain you llm l you w ill pay the 
cuuK(|iKnccs lomorrovv. One of otn proverbs says: " I f  somebody 
spits in Ihc an, Ins saliva will fall un his chest." f appeal to yom 
wisdom, lo liantu wisdom. Ibis commission I spoke lo you about 
w ill Ik  set up ibis evening, and we mnsl linrl practical solutions. I 
am convinced Dial Ihc government has your confidence and Dial of 
Ihc people, because il has not behayed Ihc couutcy. |J*rofong<rd aft 
fitaute.]

/.iimum/>d continued lo  have on overwhelming ma/mity of tlio 
Chamber behind him. Oner mure. Dio f>own of h it words had

4(14 n i M I I  IN r a m  ISMI.N I
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backed the ofipoution i»ifo d corner. To thou  who had the pzivi- 
lege of following the parliamentary debates. (I wa s obvious that l.u 
muinba dominated the entire political teene end that no one in 
Parliament cnnJd jfdnd up to him. M owowi, he completely over 
powered h it opponent! became of h it ability In make deciifons III 
ilantly, and ho rked 10 hard that no onr around him could k ttp  up 
with him Hut a moment m\j« f<> conic when hi« dmor/ng /diyiicdl 
lesiitance Hdi weakened by ueeh of niiomnid l l i t  advetiatiei then 
(pined ftmuiid and finally deitroyed him

On September 8 the Senate met. with M i. Okifo (who uv i dim 
fu he murdered in h'.liusbethxille) pretiding, from jo;oo a .M. la 
y.io r.M. After debate that wot often hnniiltiioui, the Semite con 
finned l.tiiiiunlha't triumph, by a vote of .41 for, 3 dgditljf, and IS 
dhitdining. I hat same evening, Kasuviibu declared this vote null 
and void, and that of the day before supporting l.immmlhi III the 
Chamber at well, amt again declared that he w'd« tin
goxtinmeiit lin t on the ninth, at the Congolese National Antty'i 
Camp l.eapold. I.unnnnba dec/dive/ that the vote of the lux> Cham 
ben authorized h it anuiription of h it new functioni at chief of 
stale and commander in chief of the army. On the tenth, M r. lUo. 
who had been appointed prime ininiiter by Katavubu. announced 
that the new mlriltlerial team wat being formed, and oil tbe night 
of the olei'enth the list of ininiilcia huj made public, hut tble gov
ernment luddr no attempt to itvino the afrprnval of the two Cham 
here.

I.umumha tried at this pcant to get hi 1 dcle^ifion. fed by I homat 
Kama, recognized hy the United Nations, but on the efetvnfh th»» 
Ohdiioidn troops of the United .Vdfioiu prevented him from speak 
ing on Rddio I eopnldvdlc T h il incident proxnked an exchange of 
Utter1 n'iffi President i\'Krunidh of Ghana. President N 'Ki iimali’s 
letter1 are >eproduced below.

On September 11, I.umumha wat arretted and then jeJ free by 
the 1 oldiert three houm lotei t he moment he wat released, he tritd  
once again to enter the radio tludioz. but United Nations troops
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prtxenled him from doing to l.umumba immediately rent Ihe ful 
Jotrrrig massage by telex (o the African tine f t  of itate

Unity nuunlcs ago, I went to (lie iadin station lo addicts j  met 
sage lu (lie jscoplc m older lo ictsiuic llicm dial I w.is no longci 
under ancil ) was again conlronlcd with (be categorical refusal ol 
die United Nations lo  allow me lo  do so The soldiers funding die 
utlin nation c\cii lo rd  (o shoot me l l  should Ik  sillied llu t  Mr. 
Ilohkaiign gathered Ihe leaders of l l i r  linmrcclirm together and 
w u il In Ihe iadin station Ibis uficrnoon. where the United Na- 
lioiM aullim ilie i gave him permission to speak. I am sending mil 
an alarm so th.il all fricndls countries may conic to our aid. The 
republic i i  in immediate danger because of Hie concealed plot 
hatched by a minority ol Hie populace with Hie visible suppoit ol 
impcrialiit circles. The United Naliom aiilhorilics are directly ic 
sponsible for these scsioui incidents. We aic dedicating ourselves, 
svilhiiui a itsumcut'i test. In Hie lack ol icstoiing ordci in the conn 
try.

On the thirteenth. the United Notions lifted  its iftccial ire urity 
meoisrrrr. but Jlofikdrigo dimoonccd ow ; Hie radio Hut Lumumba 
hou/rf ioon be brought lo Irud fm b it "reign of tenor."

Ou Ibis Mine day. September 15. Liinmin/w M ill a feJegoim lo 
Hie tecretary general diking for Immediate imiUory did and threat 
riling lo  coil for help ehewhere if  such did sum refuted

In ordci lo counter the aggression pcipclialcd this das against 
(’time Minuter I uinuinha for Hie express purpose o f ptosnking 
slide th.il w ill came liloodshod in Ihe country, and in oidci to ward 
off othci attacks that are being planned behind the scenes nuclei 
the instigation ol ceitain possets, the government ol Hie Republic 
of Ihe Congo nigcully begs you lo iiirn iih  fotlhw ilh Hie following 
aid: twenty iiiplrnics and cicws for them, a large quantity of anm 
and ammunition ( i l l  slew of Ihe fact that the Belgian troops have 
seized aims belonging to many of uur Ituops and the lattei there



foie have no weapons whatsoever), ami a powerful radio tunsmil- 
tci, since the United Notions has unjustifiably taken over oui 
national radio network, ihcichy depriving thr government nf Ihc 
ixnsibility of contacting the |iopultcc.

Given the fad that the United Nations Organization docs not 
with to akl the government m restating law and oidci ami calm in 
the interior of the country, declaring that these aic internal ton- 
tin Is in which Ihc United Nations cannot intervene to bring about 
a settlement, the government finds itself obliged to request such 
aid We cannot allow the country lo  I *  plunged into destitution 
and chaos as a icstill of the refusal of the United Nations to in- 
Icrscnc Should the aid that we have requeued be icfnscd, the gov
ernment w ill find itself obliged to lequrtl inch did if i tw f irn .  We 
im |uticu lly await a reply, which we hope will fas-or Ihc cause nf ic- 
staling peace in the Congo.

I'.si me r. I .n mum  ba

TIIHKF. l . m i 'R S  I*ROM PRKSIDKNT N 'K K tJM A II 
1 0  I'A TK IC K  I.IJM IIM B A

Accra, Scplcmhcr u ,  i960
IX at 1'a trice,

'llnm k yon for yuur k ltc i. sent through lire isitcrnscdiary nf 
M r Ojin, w iili legate! to the refusal of my troops to allow yon to 
use Ihc facilities of Radio Icopohlvillc yesterday This was a ic 
grdlablc incident, Imt I believe that the tea ton why the troops be 
Saved in this way was the fad that they ate under (lie orduis nf the 
United Nations lor die moment. I am tiled of lire way the United 
Nations Is heating you. Hut as you may |tcrhaps already know, I 
have taken steps in this regard. I have inked the United Nations to 
hand over Ihc broadcasting hansmiltci and die aiiporls to yon. I 
have aho asked Ihc United Nations to recognize yon as prime min
ister and head of government of the Republic of the Congo, and if 
tills is not done, I have indicated that I w lih to withdraw my
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troops, which will then jam youri, ami at I lie same time I w ill call 
on ull the independent slates of Africa to withdraw their foicrs and 
ensile a Supreme PanAfiiran Command so as tn aid your hoops. 
We are m illing <i Isctieil move so that world opinion w ill support 
us crime what may.

I base ilk ts l Mr. D jin  ai»d some o f my o llkcn  to go »cc you 
and assure you of my |>ct*onsl concern with regard tn tins mattci 
ami of their ssillingncsi la i d  in your favor at soon as I send them 
word to do so.

Ever yours,
(signed) N'Kmimaii

His Excellency Mr. Patrice Lumumba 
Prune Mlnlstci of the Republic o f the Congo 
l-copoldvillc

Accra. Scptcmlicr i  J. i960
My dear Pal rice,

I appreciate your point of view perfectly, and I cm  see and 
understand the difficult situation you find yourself in with regard 
to Ihc Chanaiaii troops in UopcUlville. I too find myself in an 
embarrassing anil vexing situation because of the way in which ms 
Ghanaian troops aic heing uteri in the Congo, even llitmgli I am 
fighting I not 11 and nail, day anti night, in your favor.

As you will see from the text of a note I sent a iiinmcnl ago 
to the iccrelarygeneral of the United Natmni, which I t|i>otc be 
low for your information, I base already taken measures to con 
front the situation. I urge you, I earnestly beg you to Ise patient 
anil calm. Everything will turn out all right, providing that neither 
you not I take hasly steps. If the Ghanaian Isuopi ate to be put 
cn liic lya t vour disposal, then you and your government must find 
some way of declaring lhat Ghana and the Congo arc as one in 
this fight. ‘ Ibis i i  Ihc only wav lhat w ill allow my Chanaiaii tinops 
to opciatc legitimately with Congolese forces.

Here f i the text of my letter to Mr. I lanuuankjitld:
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The iiliMlion in Ok  Congo at Oiit moment n \ci> cmbaiunmg 
and vexing for Ghana hi iU iclalmnt with the legitimate govern 
me nl.

In Itic beginning. Ghana ««nl to the Congo in ordci lo aid Mi. 
Lumumlia'i legitimate government. which invited Ghana to attirt 
Me. Lumumba. When the United N tlio ili went to the Congo at 
Mr. Lumumba's mvitatior. Ghana cgiccd in |int in iroopi tmdei 
tlK command of Ok  United Nat Mint. The iuhic«|ncnt couik of 
cvcnli lim falsified Ok  ical objective and Knouily weakened 
Ghana'* ponOon in Oie cyet of the legitimate government of the 
Republic uf Ok  Congo due lo the lad llial at present the China 
Ian troop* aic being used only ai a tool agaiml Mi launiHiibj, pie 
venting him fioin iinng Im own national iadm li.uiiniiltcr. At the 
Mine tune. Radiu Diazeavillc. which li cunt tolled Ity Fiance, a 
permanent inim lxr of tin Secuiily Council, it iKing allowed lo 
bioadttVl tlic mull violent mil n| pto|ugaitda arjimt Mi. I.u- 
nmmba's legilimalc govetnmenl Radio I'lhabctliville, which ii in 
fact under Helglan contmJ, ii likewnc tieing allowed lo Inoadcatl 
Oie tame toil of propaganda f hm Ghana it living taken advantage 
of in order to viiliully tic Mr. I.nnininha'i liandt. while a peinia 
iiciiI incmbcr of (lie Secunty Council it being penniUed to lath 
out at hint. In vkw of these ciicmnitanco. theicfoie. il Mi. 
I.uniuiitlu it nol allowed tu ute hit own national radio ilalwin in 
l^opoldville In keep the Congoletc populace infomied ol the cnli* 
cal illu jlion and linn niauhal tnppoil foi the legitimate government 
of the Republic of llic Congo, ol which he it the head, Ghana will 
immediately withdraw ilt tioopi fmin tlx  command of the United 
Nntiom and rcicrvc the right In place it* tioopi at ptctcul in the 
Republic of the Congo at the complete ditpotal of Mr. l.uinuinluT 
gnvciiimcnt. the legitimate government of the Ke|tcd>lic nl the 
Congo.

Youit very niKCicly. 
fngned) N 'Krom aii

I ln  Excellency Mr. Pairicc I.timtimba
Tunic Minitlcr of Ihc Republic of the Congo

Accia, September i i , iq6o
My dear Talricc,

Krtdotcd you will find two comnumiqtilt tbot will cheer you
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up in t l i i i  lime ol trt.il dial you ate going through — the fiu t con 
<«rm General Alexander, my chief ol stall, mu) the oilier ii my 
note In the Sccuiily Council regarding the diabolical ittcm pt to 
dismiss you and Ihc legally constituted government of the Congo 
of which you are the legitimate head. .

My envoy*, M i. Hotsio and Mr. Wdbeck, relumed ftoin l^o  
poWvillc yritetday and have told me every thing that i i  going on 
Ihcrc I am lending Mr. Wdbeck bark with l l t i i  note regarding the 
policy lo lie followed in oieles lo protect oui position and tafegnaid 
the unity of the Congo

'I he fr ill point I would like to call to your attention once again 
is that in view of the fact that you were obliged lo foim what wav 
cm nlia lly  •  coalition government and concetti yonnclf with Ihc 
T iho in lx , Kalonp, and Katavulm problem*, along with othen that 
have not yet come to light, and In view ol Ihc fact that Ihc coin 
maliit* and imperialists ate doing (licit utniotl lo recover lost gumnd 
in Ihc Congo, you cannot allow yonnclf Ihc luxitiy, my dear 
hrolhcr, of being severe and inliamigenl. Don't ourt Katavulm 
right now. T h ii w ill lead to aciioui d ito id rii, cipceially in Ixo  
pnklvillc. at the very moment that you want calm lo  reign there. 
Don't raise a lute and eiy about this treason now, tins even about 
Tslinmbo'a treaclrety. 'Phe moment w ill conic when you can see lo 
it that they get their ju tt dctcils.

Let sleeping dogs lie Leave these people alone for the mo
ment. Alio, don't draw uf> 01 ry new constitution! now, I heg you. 
This w ill only coinpiomitc yout position and put Tshomhe and 
the divtidcnli in a position to Jlir up the coali i ikI snake trouble.

lie “ perfectly calm," get the adniinisltaliou no a fitsn fooling, 
and consolidate your position bcloic taking the next slcp. I would 
be the last pcnoii in the woild lo advise you lo snake any soil of 
eosnpiomiie, but the extremely ciilieal iitualiun in the Congo re
quites you lo  adopt what I would call “ tactical action." That i i  lo 
lay, while you ahouldn't agree to abandon any of yout principles, 
you should adopt methods that would allow you to wotk with even
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your most bitter political adversaries in order to gain enough time 
to coitiofrdaf# you/ position on the organizational level, that is to 
lay. on the govern incut level, both that ol the Central Government 
and that ol the I’ loviucia) Cnvciitmciil, and the paity, before 
taking the next step.

What I laid to you before Is said sis the Mine spirit, and I must 
icpcJt it as emphatically os 1 know how Namely, you should nut 
expel Ihc United Nations troops until you have consolidated yout 
poillion. Yon can then fltk them to leave. I am aware of the d il 
ficiillics ynu .tie facing ill rcgaid to the United Nations, with which, 
.11 you will vec, incidentally, when you read the enclosed note Im 
Ihc Security Council, we arc scarcely dealing gently. Hut if  the 
United Nations troops leave now, you w ill not be able to confront 
the chans that will fallow, for H w ill he deliberately fmthcred by 
the Colonial poweis. the Hclgians, and the othei Impciialist' who 
ate uniking hand in glove with reactionaries in llclgmm.

The third import.iiil point 11 that you must get your admiiiis 
nation nn a him footing soon sn that people feel Hut they have 
security and have wnik to do. You must sc I up immigration and 
customs cervices in all the scapmls and uir|>orti nnniedialcly For- 
Innately, there is llic  United Nationi, which has plenty of fund* 
and will help you. You musl thcrcfoic starl selling up the organ
ization dial you m tiilio iicd in your |nctv eonfcicncc two days ago, 
you weir planning In create, so that you CJii lake advantage of Ihc 
aid promised you. Obtain tins aid. and make vine you conliol it. 
Whatever political quatrdi you may have with your adversaries, a 
hungry people with no jobs w ill mil continue in go liungiy without 
icacting. They will suou lake action mid follow anyone who can 
give them "bread uud ciiensci," as the ancient Russians pul it, nt 
anyone w lm merely pmmiscs to do m.

My dear I’aliicc. these Arc my line r urgent haste suggestknn. 
'Ih c  sil nation is critical. If yon move quickly In I his diicctiou, il 
w ill be saved. (I you procraslinate. no one knows what w ill happen. 
I beg you lo take note of my suggestions and to face the domestic
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situation siputeh, lot only you din icmcdy it. provided you follow 
mt suggestions. A i foi youi foreign relations, especially with llic 
Security Council and the United Nations, let mo we what I cm  
do. You may l td  assisted that I will marshal the Alro Asiatic blot 
und other Iriendl)* nations and gel them lo uippuil you on cvesy 
iCOu*. oi they aic suppoiluig you now that c llo ili arc being nude 
lo remove you from office

And now a few supplement aiy suggestion).
First of all, your cabinet is too large, hul it  would not be wile 

lo rulucc ii« size light now-. Whal you had hcsl do in the mcam 
lime is establish a anil of m in i cabinet, which you might call the 
Cabinet Commission, foi instance, to dr.il with iiigr;iit m i I ten. 
The cnicigencv situation confronting the counliy, which icspsucs 
that dceiiioni lie made spikkly, as in wartime, gives you a good 
n-ason to form iucIi a group.

l ic i t ,  in my opinion, i i liow llm  commission ouglrl to he set up:
Cabinet Commission:
i. Prime Minister and M in iilc i uf Defense and ol Foreign Af 

fain: 1'rcs Ident
I. Vice-Prime Minister Vice-President.
V M in iilcr nf the Interior: Memticr.
4. Minister of the I..ocal Coveinrnent: Member.
v  M ini iter nf Technical Assistance. Member
6. Coninundciof the Army Member.
7. D V Three otlic i M lnlsteii: Members.

Cabinet Commiinorr;
Object:
1. To deal with the slate of cmcigcncy.
а. Political and military allaln; air|>0rli.
V Kat.mgcie and Kasai affairs.
4. Relations with the United Nations.
$. Technical assiitaiicc; approval of the policy and program.
б. Urgent affain.
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Ai you w ill icc, bemuse of the urgency of the situation ami 
the fact that you have a great many dealings with the United Na
tion! and the Security Council and no on, I have also given you the 
portfolio of foreign affain. But I advise you to find two trustworthy 
cutttrJikt, one for the putt of assistant in inittct o f defense and the 
other foi the poll of assistant minister of foreign affairs, both to be 
under your direction

You can hold ordinary cabinet meetings with all your ministers 
once a week fot cuitciil government affaire but the inner cabinet, 
that is In say the (Cabinet Commission, ought to mccl every day. 
You must keep the Cabinet iufoiused of the decisions nude and 
carried out, however. Certain impoitaut affairs dealt with by the 
Cabinet Commission ought to be submitted to the entire Cabinet 
for i t i  approval in ruder to have the full support nl all yrmr minis 
teii

Your Technical Assistance Commission might be set up as 
follows:

Technical A j/u la n c t  C cm m iin o n -  
i  Vice Prime Minister.- Preside ill. 
a. Minister foi Technical Assl«ianc«: Mcinlici.
). Minister of I .or al Government Member.
-I Minister of Commerce: Member 
$. Minuter of I.abot: Member. 
ft. Miuislei of Public W m ki: Mcmbci.
7. Minister of ludutliics; Member.
8. Minister of M illet and Natural Resources: Member.
9. Minister of Cnmimumaliunv Member.

Technics)! Assistance C oimimumcii 
Obfeet.
To cooperate with the United Nations and oilier agencies and 

countiics for the rapid and effective utilisation of any technical as
sistance offered.
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The commission i i  to meet jointly each week with represents 
lives u( the United Nations to prepare programs foi utilising such 
Bid, to he \uhnhttcd to the Cabinet foi appimal hefnic execution.

As principal executive officer nf the program, the minister foi 
technical assistance n iu il have adequate authority to act rapidly 
and i flee lively within the framework nl approved programs and 
polky.

I now conic to the question of the I'Oicc I’ubliquv. Pul ike. I 
admiie whul it  liai accomplished and would not like to ice H dii- 
ainuxl. However, it must h ive coni)>ctenl and well-framed ctdrci if 
it n to in te l your needs.

I urgently keg you not to expel the United Nations troops be 
fore you have gotten the bone Puhliqtic i i i  shape Their provincial 
loy jllic i are strung, arid certain groups among them arc inclined to 
fnllosv the minutes* of l l i f i i  region Moreover, at |><cvciil you do 
lint Ii.isc enough latiom or equipment, clr. So in view of thr 
niiiiiey the imperialists arc pouring into Katanga, plus the threats 
fiom K ilunji, katavuhu, and others, counting absolutely on the 
k'oice Publique at this critic tl moment !• extremely litky.

It i i  dissolutely iicecrsaiy to train your ofliccis iinuicdiately. 
W ill you Ihetefore please send me your reply to my propositi lh.il 
your offiects be trained licic in my military academy.

I'inally, a word (mm you im the radio inviting i l l  the Congo 
leic to ftugel their differences and unite in the inlctcsls ol the lia 
linn will e ledlify cvciyonc listening, and Will icslorc both your 
picslige .111(1 the peace ncecsiaiy to lu ilh c i the development ul the 
Congo. I beg you. my brother, to heed my advice.

Rely on me whenever you arc in douht as to w h it step you 
■hould take. My Inolhcr, we've been ringmastcis for quite u while 
now and know how to handle the im periiliils and the colonulisls 
file  only colonialist or imperialist I trust is a dead one. If yon 

don't want to htiug ahoul the final tttiii o l the Congo, follow the 
advice I have just given you Your stand in favoi of j United



Congo und African unity males you a mmi of gicat worth in my 
eyes. Youi friend M i. D jiti i> (ticic lo help you in any possible way. 
You could not hate a gicalei admiicr m a more valuable hclpct 
than lie. Turn him, as you always have in the past lie  will serve 
you

ratricc, I li.ive examined the situation in Hie Congo very cbic- 
fully. II you fait, you will l i n t  only yourself to blame, and it w ill 
be Ixcaute you won't base faced up to reality, c i .is the Germans 
tav, engaged in Reolpolitik. Your downfall would bo a teinblc 
bluw lo ibe African lihcialion movement, and you can't permit 
vom self the luxury of falling Yom pofky, which n aimed al "get 
ling lid of youi advmatici here and now," will not succeed. You 
must now like  “ laclical at I ion." Kcnicmbn that lltcic ate im 
uicasucahlc loiccs lined np against yon. Hut the balance l< lipping 
m yuui favor, and you will succeed, pmvidrd you to iifia n l the pies 
col situation pnidcntU and tactfully

Yosus affectionately,
(signed) K w a m i: N ‘knowaii

Af 3:ju i ’.M mi .Septa mbci i f  I.ioiimnhiJ broadcast ail appeal 
to tfia (xopU and the army lo "de/end our country against impari- 
alisi plots and maneuvers." That very evening, Colonel Mobutu 
aiuiount«d Iluit f.im inm fu and Kasj\uhu had been ‘ 'neutralised" 
and that he had decided to elate the Kuinan und Czechoilowkidn 
embassies,

The day before, the Ckamiscu, meeting h i joint session, launched 
an appeal for reconciliation, designated a in-cuffed "conciliation 
cummin ion," and finally granted the legal goserimient headed by 
i.imiumba “ fu ll poware." Hut the parliamentary records showed 
that unly j i 6  voter had keen cart ( Including ilioie against), when 
there were aaj members of Parliament In hie report, Mr. Dayal 
(Special Delegate of the Secretary-General af the United Natiortt) 
txpresied his doubft di to the result of th ii vote, The chief of slate



reacted to th it by utying an order on September 14 dcfjON/iini^ tin  
two Chambers for a month and declaring tha aforementioned \x>le 
unconstitutional.

Colonel Mobutu. I.rmiumbij* farmer friend and collaborator, 
cbote this moment to "neutralize the politicians." Attempts uera 
then mode to reconcile the latter, and on September 18 Lumnniha 
issued the following communique.

As .1 i t 31131 o f I lie c flo rli t l ir l have been nude dining llte pail 
few days by (lie Pailiamcnloiy Commitnon of tlic  Scualc and ihc 
Chamber and ihc icpioenlalivcv ol the African stales lo reconcile 
Mr. Joseph Kns.ivubu, the chief uf slalc. and Mr. Palijcc Lu
mumba, the prime m in iilcr of the Kcptiblic of Ihc Congo, ihc 
iwo Congolese statesmen ytaieiday ngntd a joint tkclaralnin lhai 
finally pu li an end lo  tl»c Congolctc ( in n .

I'lnv dcclaiulion ul rcconcihaliuu hai been coiintcmgiKd by \ 1r. 
/oicpli Kaiongo, ptctidcnl of Ihc Chamlici, Joseph OViilo, picsi- 
dcul of Ihc Senate, and Deputies Scndwc. Wcrcgcmcrc, and Ka- 
pongo.

I l i i i  iceonolialion lo earnestly denied by Ihc Parliament and Ihc 
naliou w ill allow Ihc iin lilu lio u i and Ihc legally cumlitulcd 1.11 
niuiuba go\crumcn| lo punne Ihcir iKiruial adivitic i in lltc In 
le w is  o f peace, iceuiily, and nalion il iniioii

This dcclaralioii w ill he tcatl publicly in a solemn jcinou la lie 
held by Parliament, 
leopnlrlville, September 18, >q6c.

'llte  Prime Minister, 
P. Lumumba

K c im vuJ W * office minimized the importance o f t l iu  text, how
ever. Mobutu for his part announced the creation uf a College of 
Commissioners, and the latter published its "proclamation o f con 
stilution'' on the Tha language of this document win
inspired largely by its anticommunilt bias, and in it  the role tha

4 1 6  » r m i m  a i  r b o o k c i i  i a t i o m



t n * T K M K M  i 9 6 0  4 1 7

college uui to play turned ouf to Ire that of replacing the Lu 
mumba government, having pledged Hi allegiance to Kawubu, 
with the apprusal uf Colonel Mobutu/* I 'l lu t it was piitm to tea 
that the "neutralization”  had been inspired by Delgian
agentt  of the Surctc. w f t o  hwo supposedly working for the Repub 
lie of the Congo but ivfioic secret fundi helped pay for tb it anh 
l.tim nm blit campaign.

The college dtlackcd the United Nations, which war guarding 
l.umumba; oil the twenty-second Mobutu demanded the u il/i 
drauol of Ihe Guinean and Ghanaian cortfiiigciili 0/ the United 
Nations force 1. k/iicJi had prevented the arreit of I ’rhne Minuter 
Lumumba, and on the twenty-eighth lie demanded that M i Dayul 
ledve the country.

At these events were taking place, certain political figures were 
talking 0/ the need to organize a national Round ‘Table, the dim 
of which would be to reconcile Ihe leaders and hnng about Ihe 
necessary rtmfudl dgiecmcnf. and M r  IUo had not rejected the pot 
tib ility  o f Lumumba's attending this projected meeting, bul Kd- 
lon/i refused to attend unless l.unumibti was III a prison celt, and 
Tthornbc would conic only on condition that he utinld he ttcog 
nized as the head of dti independent slate.

On Octolser 10. Itovcw i, l.umumba was pul under liutu* arrest 
in fiu  inm u ffiiiil residence in Ixopoldvill*, protected by the United 
Nations and guarded by Colonel M o liu lii'j soldiers lie  um lo re 
main them until Nawmber ay. when he made h it escape.

On October 1 .̂ the College of Conim isiiontn decided to expel 
IVII1 MounnV, a native of tlso Cdinerocni. and four Guineans from 
the country because of a letter M ill by l.umumba to A iilo in* G<- 
xengti I t  is known that MoiniuV wvii aitassvialed a short lime later 
during a visit to Goneva.

*  Kvcn ihom h 1 In b llo  t «  Mill |Mbl<l> o p itm r*  Mi dhconknl »i l i l t  <1 
Scckm bo ig. whfn K tau ib u  ptwwdcd *-ilh ike o lltu l inwtltlaic at ihe 
concfe
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LETTER TO ANTOINE CI'/ENGA

Leopoldville, September $, i960
My dear Antoine,

I received Ccmiode Felix MommC and had a long talk with
hint.

I expressed my approval of:
t. ‘ I lie hning of .« number o f African! tn jerve the icpnlilic, a 

Hit of whose name] lis t been sent you. l l  will therefore be nccci- 
la iy lo send them plane frcketi fnr the trip  immediately.

i.  The selling up in Lco|>oldvil1c of a UPC office, llic  director 
of which will be Comrade Momnie himiclf.

You may lake any ilc p i you think useful to work out a con- 
erclc program to cany oul propmaU made you by nm comrade*.

Cordially.
I'lb c  signature ii  illegible, hut it i i  identifiable as l.umumba'i when 
compared lo  other document* signed by him ]

A II during this period, the UniUd N'dffona and the African gov 
eminent* pul pressure on 1-copo/cM/fe la reconvene Parliament in 
order lo ewluale the situation, flirt the dc faelo authorities re 
jetted these demends end rontrnuad to call for a Hound Table. 
On Novemba/ i6, Kasavubu announced in Peru that l.umumba 
and Tthambe would be atked lo participate. Lumumba no longer 
rejected this idea, as he announced on November ay.

IN FAVOR OF THE ROUND TABI.K

I hope In mccl »oon with Mr. Kasavubu, who hoi publicly voiced 
in New Yoik the idea of organizing a National Round 'lable, 
which 1 am to allcnd a* prime m in iilc r of the only legilimaie 
goveiument, ai w ill Mr. Tshombc, the president of the Kataugeic 
Provincial Government.
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Since my one Jim is the gicatcr good ot the country, I om, ami 
w ill rein a in, a fcivcnt advocate of national concilia! ion and o l any 
lo lillion  that w ill put uii immcdialc end to the picrcut crisis and 
disicmioii.

At llm  coming Humid ‘Cable I w ill l>c very happy to renew nn 
contact with all my h io ihc ii in the (t niggle, who I kunw slime my 
ideas because ull of ut piece the wclfaic of our counliy ami 0111 
people allow and hc)0ud personal coiisidciatiani jud  interest! I 
am thinking particularly of Mr. |. O k ilo  nnd of M r . ). Kuiougn, the 
president of the Senate and the president of the Chamber ol |)cp 
utici icipcrlivcl). of Mossis KiimilMlii. Fiii.inl, Fketchi, MuVenge, 
Miruho. anil Scuilwe, us|>cctivcly the presidents of the pmsiucial 
government 1 ol I jCU|ioklvillc, Stanleyville, Cnquilhatvillc, I .ulna 
bonrg. and llukavu, .md the Hate cnnmmrionei of Kalnug.i

I with to expicss the hope that the N jtional Hound Table will 
once again safeguard national unity nnd the counts)'* tcrritoiial in 
legrity, piinciplci that I liiclesslv dclcniled long before iiKlcpcnd 
cnee jikJ dining the political Hound Tuhlc in Hinvicli.

O il Ihc M ine nigjit, November 17, a (o n a tlu l rain Wtfi fxolirig 
down in Ixn/inhlvilf*. 10 I foil a furge /j/uclt o il vu i able lo j/i/) /Mil 
On guards at the p tiiin  ml sutler a 1 eiidciKt and lake him down tu 
On rivvr, when u rnolorirodl mu nailing /or Aim. Tire following 
comnmnir/ud wui issued lo lAe pten

C O M M U N IQ U E  FROM I.UM UM HA CO NCERNING  
MIS OKI’A R I'U R F  FROM I.KO PO I.O V ll.I.K

Cauliary to the rumors that have been circulating and even been 
bmadcavt m c i the national tadio, I had no intention o f llccing Ixo  
pnldville at .1 fugitive. I nfTicially icipKitcd Ihc United Nations au
thorities, m fact, lo arrange for tnc lo visit Stanleyville for one or 
two days to atlcnd the funeral of my daughter, who died on the 
eighteenth o f this month in Switzerland, where (he had been tent
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w il l  (lie aul nf l) i .  Beck, ll»c thief of the Sum Medical Mission in 
tire Congo I should like lo add that I had not teen my daughlcr 
flflCc her birth and will now never lee hci 

M y trip wav thm su itlly  for family reasons, and it  lo be o f b iicl 
duration, fix  I intend lo return lo l^opoldvillc where I d u ll await 
the arrival o f llic  Peacemaking Commission.

I hope, moreover, lo  meet toon with M i. Komuhu. who liai 
publicly voiced In New Yoik the idea nf orgjiiixing a National 
Round Table, which I am lo attend at prime minuter uf the only 
legitimate government, ns will M i Tsliumhc. the picvkJcnt o f the 
Kaljiigcsc Provincial Government 

.Suite my one aim is the greater good of the cutsutiy, 1 am, nnd 
will remain, a Invent advocate of national conciliation nnd of any 
solution that w ill put an Immediate end lo the present cm ii and 
dissension.

At this coming Kmiml Table I w ill Ik  very happy to renew my 
contact with all my brothers In the struggle, who I know share my 
ulcus, become all of ns place the welfare of our country ami om 
|KOpk above mid beyond personal considerations and inlcrcits I 
am thinking particularly- of M i J. Okito ami of M i. J Kasongo, 
the president of the Senate and the president of the Chamber uf 
Deputies rcipctlively, nf Messrs. Kannt.ilu, I-inant, Kkclcfai. Mu 
kenge, Mimho, nnd Sendwe. respectively tbc prcmlcnts of the piu 
vine ini governments of l.copoklvdlc, Stanleyville, Coqnilliatvillc. 
Luluabowrg, and Brikavu, and llic  stale eoniinissionct uf Kaluugj.

I wish lo express the hope that the National Round Table will 
once again safeguard national unity and the Country's territorial in 
tCKtily, principki that I lijcIcMly defended long before independ
ence and dining the political Round Table III lliuviclt.

I-tmiuiufcij'i departure from Leopoldville coincided exoctly with 
Kdftrvufcti'i return from  Now York, where lie had succeeded in 
having h it delegation to the United Notions o/ficiuNy tecogniitd 

Thai tame night. November ay, revere! M N C  ministers alto left
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l*opo\dvillt. Gbeny*. Mpolo, Kashamura. Ofcito, Mn/dimy, diiJ 
M'Bujr. The two loiter ministers got icfxtraied from the convoy 
and wore murdered hi Kami- Mpolo and Okllo were alte r  led in 
Mu*hie and transferred to Isofroldviile

The UN vote in favor of Kasawbu had convinced the M N C  
leaders that the UnitesI Nations troops would no loiigur prated 
them {tom ariosi. As loon as the new* of Lumumba's escape Ire 
came known, it created a sensation, and the lackeys o f colonialism 
lent Mayor Ponyu of the Congolese SCreU low altitude recommit 
tana planes to  enable them to follow l.tim iim lm 'i in i  il along the 
roads larding through the hush On November u j there were re
ports that he was in Kikwit. the bailiwick of the l*$A, mid find held 
several meetingt.

The can in t/u  convoy tw o  then sighted articling Kasai, «md 
troops loyal to Colonel Molrut 11 arrested l.uininnba lie  could li<sv« 
evaded capture, hut he refused to uhandnn his wife, with whom he 
was making this trip to honor the memory of their dead daughter. 
I le sent this last letter to (W in e  Ijunun ib ii ftom prison *

UCrri'R TO  1'AUI.INK LUMUMBA

Mv beloved cumpjitroii,
I suite jim  these winds mil knowing whether >011 will receive 

them, wlicn yon will receive them, and wltclhcr I w ill t l i l l  lie alive 
when >011 iciiil them Thrutiglront my si niggle Ini the iudepend 
cnee of my country, I have never doubled lui h single instant t lu l 
the sucrcd I'flluc to wliieh my comrades and I have dedicated out 
entire lives would triumph in the end. fln l w li.il we w jnlcd for om 
country —  its light to an honotablc life, lo perfect dignity, to ntdc 
pendente with no restriction* — was never wanted by Hclgian 00 
lo iiia liiiii and ils Western alliis, who found direct and indirect, in*

* llif ktfci pubhJicd Ir) the l\inmjn weekly /tun< 4/nqw Serjc 
Michel. ■ (ovrrilul for Ihc Al|ttun Nalionil lilvralion Hioal. «rtio wit Lu 
inuntlu'i pu u allache during the Congo null. wsiia Tunis at Ihc lime
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tcnlion.il and unintentional support among certain high officials ol 
llic  United Nations, that bo<ly hi which we placed i l l  cyi trust 
when we called on il for help.

They have corrupted some of our countrymen; they have 
bought others; they have dene then pait to d iilu it the (m ill and 
d tf ik  our independence. What d ie  can 1 say? Thai whether dead 
01 alive, free nr in prison by order of the cu lon ijliiti. il i i  not my 
pel ion dial i> important. What i i  important is the Congo, out poor 
people svhusc independence has lrecn turned into « cage, w ilh pco 
pic looking at ur from outside the bars, sometimes with charitable 
eoinpaition, sometimes with glee and delight. Hut my faith w ill te 
mam unshakable. I know and feel in my \cry heart o f heath that 
sooner or later my people will nd themselves o f i l l  their enemies, 
foreign and domestic, l iu l  they will fire up as one to say no to the 
shame .md degradation of colonialism ami regain their dignity in 
the pmc light ol day.

We arc not alone. Afiica, Asia, and the free and lihcr.iled peo
ples in every comer of lire globe w ill ever remain at lire side o f tlie 
millions of Congolese who will not abandon lire struggle until the 
day when there will Ire no mote colonizers and no inure of then 
mercenaries in our country. I want my children, whom I lease he 
hind and pcrlmps will never sec again, to Ire told Hint the luture of 
Ihu Congo i i  beautiful and that their country cxpccti them, as it 
cvpccls every Congolese, to fu lfill the sacred task ol rebuilding our 
independence, our sovereignly; lor without justice there i i  no dig 
nils and without independence there arc no free men.

Neither brutal aisaulls, nor cruel mistreatment, nor torture 
have ever led me to l>cg for mercy, for I prefer to die with my 
head held high, iinshalnlile faith, and the greatest confidence in 
the destiny of my country rather than live in slavery and contempt 
for saned principles. History will one day have its say; i l  w ill not 
be the history taught in the United Nations, Washington, Paris, or 
Brussels, however, bur the history taught in the count r id  that have 
rid themselves o f culoninhtm and ih  puppets. Africa will wtitc its
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own lilito iy , ami liotli north and south of the Salmi* il w ill be a 
hisloty full of glory and dignity.

Do not w it]) fot me, my companion. I know that my country, 
now suffering so much, will Iw able to defend i l l  independence anil 
lls freedom. long  live the Congo! I amg live Afmal

I 'a u k k

On Occemhor i.  ro/dicii from Porlb'iatrcqui come fo drreil Lai- 
muintui hi Hulongd-Mtwkr mid threatened to k ill U itit prisoner. A 
number of people demanded l/iat he lx  u n i to Katanga, but iS'en 
dtiko* bud r t rk l orders: hmttmdre  nvu to bo brought hack to I.an. 
potdvilk l i t  arrived tfitre  oil I>««m6ci a ol 5 r.M. on on A ir  
Congo plane.

Television and mwfieef cameramen filmed the hideous scene of 
the ptuonem' arrival at N 'D /ill, where they were beaten and u  
v iM  lx  fort the cunie/a* by soldiers who were fremfe Ihemsthei 
with urge. Hut there it  a serene diid proud look on f.uimniifni'i fact 
throughout these terrible moments. I Jr ZioJdi his head high or Ihe 
blows tain down dud Ifierd i i  a look of pity in h it eyes as ht gster 
into lire cruel facet of these wildly excited soidini on lire rampage

On the afternoon of December ), he war transferred to Cdrnp 
Hardy in Thyivif/e under military guard. Mr. I fdiniiM/iJtjdld in- 
lercedcd and asked Kasevubu to see lhal the law war respected, and 
on December 7 the chief o f slate replied that the Irial would lx  
conducted in accordance with cmlized practice.

On famraty ir fn ,  f.unumihd tmuggled out a message (0 Mr. 
Od>wf In be tent to the UN. This it the next to lari text of the 
prime minister's that wa have.

• NendiVj «it 1 (oimti colUtortloi ol l.umu<vbt*«, *hn had hecorrr ehict «t 
ike CoreoleiC S taff llefoic l l*  m i 1460 e-er oul, hr »n emcltcx! (10m Ihe 
MKC *
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I.KTI'KR TO DAYA1.

Thyiville, January q, 1961
To M i. D ay il. Special Delegate of llic 
Secretary-General of the 
United Natinni, I«o|xildullc 
Dear Sir:

On DtccmlKi 17 of Iasi yen, 1 was pleased lo receive a Will 
fiom llic  Red C iosj, which lia i concerned itvclf with mv situation 
flt well as that of the olliei members of Railiamciil who flic k in g  
hckl here. I reputed llic  inhuman conditions we have licen foic«l 
tu endure to Ihc Red Cross

Briefly, our situation is th in  I im  here with seven other mem 
bets of Parliament — among them tire pmident of Ihc Senate, Mr. 
Okito — a government clerk, and • chauffeur. 'Ihc lo  are thus ten 
uf ut in all. NVc have loon confined in damp cells since Dcccnibu 
a, i960, and have not once ke n  |>crnii!tcd lo leave them, ll ic  
iiic jI i hiunght lo si* (twice a day) ale very had; often Ihc nnly 
thing I cat for three 01 (out daji is a banana. I iqmrtcd this lo Ihc 
Red C1011 doctor sent <0 v iiit me; the colunel here ill Thysvillc 
war present at the lime. I have requested that frnit be bought lor 
me with my own money, for the food I urn given hcic is bad. Al 
though the doctoi gave his permission, the military authorities 
keeping mo prisoner hero have refused lo allow tins ami tell me 
ihut they have mdcis to lhal cffecl from llic  chief of stale, Colonel 
Mnlmlu ‘Ihc doctoi here at I'liyuiHc hat piescukd a short walk 
Im me every evening sn that I can get nut of nu coll for a little 
while, hut the colonel and the district commissioner refuse to al- 
kssv me to do so. The clothes that I have now worn for thirty-five 
days have never been washed, and 1 im  not permitted to wear 
shoes.

In •  word, we aic living amid absolutely impossible conditiuiis, 
moreover, they arc against Ihc law.
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What k  mote, I have received no news c( my wife, mid do nol 
even know where she is I would oreliitmifv have iltc light to have 
her v iiil me, since the Congolese pcn.il e-ale permit* such v id li

Moreover, llic  pond code in effect in the Congo expressly- Hip 
ubtev Ihal flic day alter the prisoner has been urrcvtcd, at the very 
latest. lie m ull Ik  hiotiglil before an examining inagiitratc who is 
to investigate the cluigcv. a lia  having been detained five clap, the 
prisoner mint be brought before the magistrate again, tu dctcnnim- 
whether he should continue to hr held uiulci preventive detention 
or not. Whatever the clicuimtancct. the pmnnet it  allowed to have 
.111 allot ney.

The law regarding preliminary heatings provklct that the per
son under arrest it to Ik  "automatically" ideated if alter five dap 
the examining magistrate- decide* that lie should 110 longer lie held 
under preventive detention. This i« also line If the magistrate's first 
deemou (which It made live da)* after the arrest) iv uni upheld 
within a period of fifteen days. .Since bemg taken prisoner 011 the 
fust o f December, we have not been taken Ixfotc a magistrate, not 
have we k e n  visited by one. No warrant for our arrest has csei 
k e n  tliosvn m We hove simple k e n  held priioner in a military 
camp for thirty-four days, in cells ordinarily used for military pet 
sound k in g  disciplined.

The piovisions of the law- regarding preliminary hearings have 
nol k e n  respected.

The piovisions of the penal cxxlc have nol been respected 
either. This is a purely arbitral)- detention; moreover, we should 
have k e n  granted parliamentary immunity.

That is the situation, and I k g  you to pass word of it  mi to 
the secretary genoal of the United Nations, with my thanks for his 
intervention on my behalf.

How can peace and ordei he brought about in the Congo 
when ot the very outset the rule of law, human dignity, and In
dividual human lives arc nol respected? Until such lime as we ate 
biought before a legally constituted tribunal, we arc being deprived
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of (he light every citixen enjoys to plead litj catc before h ii coun
try '« Irib inuli.

I remain calm and hope dial the tln lfod Nations will help ct 
Irlealcut from tlu i situation.

I am for I he reconciliation ot all the tom of Ih ii nation.
I am writing you this Id le r in secret on poor quality paper.

Youn rincerely,
I* l.tiM U N M A

W hile he uer u prisoner, several journaliils managed to infer 
view l.utmtmba and record hit nv.rdi. T tu esacl daft of th t text 
below Cdriuof be urce/laiiicd, but in any event it  is the prime min 
liter * lo it ipoken meuago, which th r llaha Canto Company of 
Home recorded and sold under (he tillo  of “ Songs o f the hide 
prudent Congo and Patrice l.umumba't Loll Speech."

K»K»i after so much suffering, Patrice t.utmsmba still had a 
grave serenity and once more firc fo iiy  spoka to h it people of the 
possibilities of teal salvation, freedom, mid unify.

LU M U M B A S  LAST KKCQKDKO MUSS AC. K

My dear compaluuli! Citizens of the rcpnlilic! Cfcclingsl 
I am certain that you will rejoice today lo  hear lire voice of j 

man who hat vowed never la bcltay Ins |Koplc.
In good fortune uv in bail. I w ill always he at your aide. I i it  

with you that I have fnughl to lilrcrak th it comilty fiom foreign 
domination. It n with yon l lu l I am fighting lu consolidate our 
national independence. It it w iili you llia t I will fight to safeguard 
the integrity and Ihc nalinnal unity nl the Republic of the Congo 

Wo have made a choice, lhat ul serving our country loyally and 
faithfully. W e dial! never depart from tin t palli. Freedom it  the 
ideal for which, in all Inner down through Ihc ccnturiet. men have 
fought and died. The Congo could not fail to espciicncc Ih it truth.



J a n u a r y  11361 4 * 7

and it i i  thanki to our heroic and glorioui i t  niggle llia l we have 
valianl])' won our independence and 0111 dignity ai free men

We were horn to live ill freedom, nol in I  livery ui we did (01 
eighty yean Kiglity yean of oppression. Iiuniilialion. and cvploita- 
tion. Highly yean during which the inhabitants nf this country 
were arbitrarily robbed of the enjoyment of then mod sacicd 
right*. It wa* in order tn pul an end to this ditgraec n| the twen- 
licth century that colonialism represents and in order to allow the 
Congolese people to govern themselves and manage the affairs nl 
their country themselves that we fought a decisive battle against 
the mm pe n of uur lights.

History has proved t in t independence is never handed a people 
on a silver platter. II must he wrested away. Hut in otdci to svtcrl 
away our independence, we were obliges! tu mgani/c and mohilirc 
all the living forces of the country. 'The Congolese nnswcicd 0111 
uppml und it  wav thanks to this pooling of our energies that we 
were able to deal decadent colonialism a moital blow.

Since the forces of liberation always win out over that of oppics 
lion, we emerged victorious A ll peoples have had to fight for then 
freedom. 'ITsii was the care for the nationalists who lieadcsl the 
French, Belgian, Russian, and other icvolutions . . .

H ie  burner colonies of America were liberated in t l i i i  way. I ic 
mind you heic of the Declaration of Independence adopted by the 
Congress of the United States in 17W |iic], which proclaimed the 
ovcilhrow of the colonial icgime, the united colonies' libcraliuu 
ftnin the British yoke, and their transformation into a free and in 
dependent state- "Ihe Congolese nationalists have thus merely fol 
lowed in the footsteps of the French, Belgian, American, Runfaii, 
and other nationalists. We have chosen only one weapon for our 
struggle: nonviolence. The only weapon that would bring victory 
In dignity and honor. Our watchword during the liberation cam
paign was always the immediate and te tri independence o f the 
Congo.
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W« have never allowed ourselves to show hatred or hostility to 
ward tlio former occnpicri. We have (might the regime and not in 
dividual persons. We are well awnre, moreover, lliai nothing last 
nig >< ever built in halted and bit I emeu. Our one polilieal program 
has always been the Congo for the Congolese. Congolese affairs in 
the hands of the Congolese, aided by tcelmicians willing to serve 
tliccusintry, whatever their naliotiality.

As a nicmbci of the great human family, I he independent Congo 
must not isolate herself.

No country in the world, moreover, eat) live without the help of 
oilier). For u( lacism and Iribalnm must he fought hcc.mse they 
constitute an obstacle tu the establishment of harmonious iclationi 
and lie* between men and lrctwcen nations

By attaining our independence and taking our countiv’s affaiis 
into oui own hands, we base never intended to expel the Kmo- 
pcanv who have settled among us or scire then piopcity. Quite the 
rosstiaiy, we lime always believed that they would adapt to the new 
realities and tiling the young slate the benefit of then experience 
in the field of commercial, industrial, technical, and scientific cn 
dcavor,

My government has lolcnmly pledged that it would guaranlcc 
the safety uf the person and property ol foreigners.

Hie companies llust arc indispensable to the economy of this 
country must function mutually and enjoy greater security. Oui 
polilieal independence w ill not benefit the inhabitants of this coun
try if i l  is not accompanied by rapid social anil economic develop 
incut. We have rojectixl the policy o f domination and chosen that 
•if cooperation and collaboration an an eipial footing, with mutual 
respect for the sovereignty of each stale.

We have also chosen the policy of positive neutralism, and in 
pursuit of this positive neutralism we intend to maintain friendly 
relations with all nations that respect unr sovereignty and our dig
nity without meddling in our affairs in any way.
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We aic against the |»olic> of |>owct blocs, winch wc believe ore 
liaim ful lo llic cause of peace in the world anil interfere with the 
strengthening of t in  of friendship between peoples.

The |K>wcrs tlia l arc fighting in ot righting my government, un
ite 1 the false pictcnsc that they ate fighting communism, ate in 
fad concealing tlic ii ical intentions. ‘H ide  Ivutopcan (sowers lavor 
only those Afiican leaden who are tied to tlic ii apion strings anil 
deceive then people Certain of these powers conceive of tlic ii 
presence in the Congo or in Africa only as a chance to exploit 
their licli resources to the maximum hy conniving with certain <01 
inpted leaders.

This policy of corruption whereby every mcomiphble Icaikr Is 
called pioconnmmhl ami every leader whn it a lia ito i lo his coun 
try pro Western must lie fought.

We rlon‘1 want lo lag along with any Hoc If we arrn 'l careful, 
we w ill mV falling into a neocolonialism that would be as danger 
mis as the colonialism that wc buried Iasi June jo The imperialists' 
strategy is to maintain the colonial system in the Congo and sun 
ply change the cast, as in a stage play, that is to say. replace t lir  
lU lgiaii colonialists with nrooolonlalitti who can lie easily manlp 
dialed.

That 11 vvI ij I the imperialists would have in do to obtain their 
blessing and their support.

As I have always said, I am very much In favor of Belgian, Amer
ican. I'icnch, Ccrriun, Swiss, Canadian, Italian. 01 other private 
companies setting np hcic to do business. But what I w ill always 
violently o|>pose Is dishonest machinations lo corrupt and divide ns

W c arc Africans and wish to icmain 10. W c have our philoso
phy, our euitomi, our traditions, which arc as noble as those of 
other nations.

To abandon them merely In embrace those of other peoples 
would he to depersonalize ourselves Our objective, that of every 
Congolese |xilnot who truly loves his country, mutt Ire to unite and
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litiik l out nation through mutual undent muling and national har
mony

Our immediate program mutt lx  to exploit the uehei iif inn 
rcunlty through a common if lin t and (hut rtcate a national econ- 
uin\ that w ill pctmit us to rapidly improve the st.ind.ud of living of 
all out citizens.

We ate determined to contribute lo the liberation ol Africa, the 
land of o iii forefathers, through our union nod our solidarity.

( lu r  with, that of all nun and women of tin t country, iv to bring 
about the reign of peace nnd ruder that each ul in needs in older 
lo live luppy live) and truly reap t lx  fruits ol independence.

If the Congolese muted Ixfoec independence in older to combat 
t lx  colonialist oppicssoc, it it  tlic ii duty today to unite in order to 
stand u p  In the ciicmici ol this independentc. O ut ulvation lies in 
tuiitv and work No single peruui has tu llk in il strength to build 
this guilt C ongo all by himvcll

Hie enemies of our eoimtiy ,nc eyeing m. The whole wrnld iv 
watching us. We mutl save the honor and the icputation of our 
Villi m l |ieoplc without delay We did not demand uur independ- 
slice to fight with each other and kill each other, lull solely to build 
our nation in ussitv, discipline, and respect for all

I lu l iv why, dear compatriots and lom tirks  ill t lx  struggle, I 
call upon you in a apiril of hmtherhood lo put an end to fratricidal 
wars, internal and intertribal quartets, the rivalries between individ
uals and between brothers Our children will judge us harshly if 
out of blind hccdlcsMicss we do not thwart the mancuvcis to profit 
from this dissension ami uliolagc oui national independence ami 
slow down the economic and social development of mu state.

Many nations ate ready lo help lit, but in order for this aid to be 
cffcctise, we must first leslnic order In the country ami create fa 
vorahlcconditions for tins cooperation,

Such is the message of a man who hat fought at sour side to that 
this country may go cter forward ami effectively play its role as t lx  
staudaid bearer of African liberation.
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Onward. men and women citizens, to tlic  building at a united, 
pcoud, o i k !  prosperous Congo 

A l id m it  (utmc is downing on our botiron 
Long live Die indcpcmknl and sovereign Republic of the Congo I

On /jim ary H, 11361. the civil authorities of Thyiviffe were hoping 
to transfer Lumumba to another locution, ter they were afraid 0/ 
the influence he war hating on the toldien in the comp 

On the thirteenth the tofdien did in f<tct rebel, and the iilnafiori 
hu 1 u i confuted that Katavtibu, Bom boko, N  endaka, and Mobutu 
nnfied to T /i)lW ttra for there hrut been a rumor that the prime min 
Utcr had been fieed arid ua i returning to Ixopoldville. A ll the pris
oners" cell1 had been unlocked by the toldien, but Lumumba war 
the only one who »eluted to flee, for he inspected d trap. A ik/ he 
war right to do 10, /01 European agents, adopting a cruet hick (hot 
had taken many innocent five* in Algeria, had tel Ihingi up to that 
there wou/d he an "attempted escape" during which i.niiiunihu 
would he shot. But l.nmiimba'i avoidance of this trap merely poet 
poned his final ordeal.

I la had neaped death many limes; he had confronted hostile 
groups a ll by hinnulf since fuly  i960, f l i t  i/ieer fih) steal courage 
amazed alt observers. On (wo occaiioru Raluba toldien who were 
determined to k ill him  had been swayed by the fiery spirit and the 
elor/uent words of this tall, thin, fascinating black man 

During October and November sr/5o hr had left hu residence 
•rvrrai timer and loured the immense Week rtclion of Ixopnldvdlle 
in a car. slopping to addrc'x the crowds, even though hr knew that 
molt 0/ them were Rakrmgny. Mir daring wat beyond belief, and a 
sort of legend that hr wot invulnerable had sprung up arming the 
people. Rut this mtr only a legend, and by murdering him ihorfiy 
thercd/ler the Ketangeje mercenaries thought they had put an end 
to if.

On /anuary 14. rumon 1piead in Ixopoldville that I.nmirrtibiifr 
were planning to attack the city  On the sixteenth a plan to Irons
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fer the prisoner to DdiviYingd wM discussed hy the College of Com 
miuionett, and another to l im ii/ t i  him to Brazzaville, ftul F. You 
hu  teftatd

Everyon* knew that the prisoners' arrival in Bdkwungu woidd 
result in hideous lotture scenes. T hey would undergo the tame fate 
eu the M N C  leaders who were later to Ire murdered on February 
i j ,  1961. The inaitactet 0/ ildkirdiigd haunted everyone— deli of 
sheer tnvugery, which the South Kdfeti authoiitlet called "tribal 
justice'1

On January 17, <1 reprereutative of the Congolese Surety came to 
the camp and told Lumumba. Okito. and Mpolo thdt a coup d'etat 
was about to take place in Leopoldsille and offered to etcort them 
back to the city to take potter, l.mnuinbu uui r t ill convinced f/iiil 
ha would com# cut on lop in Ih t political c titij, and according to 
the UN report ho agreed In leaw Thysville and go In the airfield at 
t.ukalo, where "he war apparently put oil a small plant belonging 
to the Belgian company A ir ilrvuste." The pldiic landed at Moanda, 
and it  was only then that the prisoners realized that they ware in 
(he hands of their enemies.

They were beaten and resiled, and then put on a D C  j  belong 
ing (o the A it Congo Company, with 0 Belgian ai pilot. The latter 
declared that the prisoners were tied together end Ixolcn all during 
the flight from Moanda to F/isabethstile. They were beaten to se
verely In foci that "the Hrlgwri crew became to nauseated that thwy 
locked Ihetwelves in the cockpit.'4

Their airis-at in Fliidhellm l/a  hyu even more gruesome W it
nesses testified that countless Worn mined down on the prisoners 
the moment they were taken off the plane dnd that they wate 
thrown into a Fatangts* army jeep suircunded hy a large police de
tail led hy llrfgidii officers,

I rhombe confessed to Mr. bertndtun that in the ond he govc 
the fjopoldvitle authorities who wanted to get rid of these bother 
souse prisoners h it permission to do so. Certain Mates thus washed 
their handr of the whole affair
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At on fuly 13, 176o, MuiKMgo. (Ac Kalangeie minuter of Ihe in 
leriot, a niiulcr figure, wo» .it Ihe alrporl Al the! time he had te 
fused Kauirubu and Lumumba permission lu Jdmi. And now A< 
vm» about to cynically win a personal Uctcry. and end the exlrnor 
dinary life of the Congolese leader uho uym the tery symbol of geo 
unit African resolution and ihe death throes of imperialism.

The Inset*, tetfn. and armored cart left the l.uano airport ini 
mrdlalely. chiding the t ' \ '  patrols, and disappeared in the darkness.

Helgian officen und Lalangete soldier* then executed Mfiolo and 
Okrto in an isolated house under construction a lew miles from the 
airport A1 hi 1 comradcr fell to their knees ami prayed to Cud, Pa 
Iftcd Lumumba remained on hit feel, heroically p iling  into Ihe 
tyer of Ihe unspeakable brute w/10 wdt to pierce Aim wif/i his bay 
onet before a hail of btrllel> killed him.

‘Use psime minister of the first gosxitntietil uf Ihe RcpuNic 0} 
the Congo was dead

Ihe entire world hyi« shaken hy I hi* aitdstinalioti. MiJIohj of 
people throughout the Af/n Asiatic world, iiusnpe, and America 
cried oul in indignation

I ha African n id iiri wept for thir young man wAu embodied Ihe 
hopes of the Block World and wot Ihe Using symbol of lha free 
dom of the oppresicd.

The text* of Patrice Lumumba s that wc hast gathered together 
here will hopefully play their part in perpetuating the memory of 
this militant, Ihe prophet of uegritude, whore example will inspire 
Ihe African and Cangolete revolution.

Jka*  V an L i t urn .


