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I have attempted to  investiga te  the death o f L t.  C 'dr. W illiam  Bruce P itze r, 
v.t: died o f a gunshot wound a t h is  o f f ic e  in  the Bethesda Naval Hospital on 
October 29, 1966. According to a Naval Corpsman present a t the JFK autopsy, 
Dennis David, P itz e r had photographed the autopsy; ar.d David also o ffered the 
"in fo rm a tion " th a t,  although the death was supposedly a su ic ide , the suicide 
weapon was found in  h is r ig h t hand, even though he was l e f t  handed (in te rv ie w  o f 
David w ith  A rt Peterson in  Waukegan, I l l i n o is  News-Sun, May 1 , 1976). I have 
shared David's suspicion th a t P itze r was in  fa c t  murdered, perhaps as pa rt o f the 
coverup in  the death o f President Kennedy, h is  death in  Bethesda Hospital having 
been meant as a warning to the other witnesses in  th a t ho sp ita l. Apparently 
P itz e r 's  fam ily  a lso has some o f these susp ic ions.

On January 21, 1988, 1 spoke a t length w ith  the widow o f Bruce P itz e r ; she 
stated th a t she was unable to obtain the autopsy re po rt. Mrs. P itze r stated tha t 
her husband was present a t the autopsy o f P resident John F. Kennedy a t Bethesda 
Naval H osp ita l, where he was sta tioned . He was an A ssis tant D irec to r o f Inservice 
TV his la s t  eleven years in  the Navy. She sta ted th a t she was to ld  th a t he film ed 
the autopsy proceedings. This is  o f the g rea tes t importance. She said he never 
ta lked much about h is  work and tha t she did not know the whole s to ry . Mrs. P itze r 
sa id  th a t she was v is ite d  by Naval In te llig e n c e  who asked her never to  ta lk  to 
anyone about her husband's death. She was nervous to  ta lk  to  me about i t ,  but 
c le a r ly  remains concerned about what happened and e v ide n tly  f e l t  tha t i t  ought to  
be investiga ted .

The death was said to  be a su ic id e , bu t h is  widow says th a t i t  simply could 
not have happened th a t way. She says th a t he was not a su ic ide  type and th a t they 
had a good l i f e  toge the r. He had been o ffe re d  a jo b  teaching a t Montgomery J r . 
College upon h is  impending re tirem ent; and he had a very close re la tio n sh ip  w ith  
h is  sons, and would not have le t  them a l l  down by taking h is  l i f e .  Suicide was 
fa r  from h is  pe rso n a lity . She said th a t he l e f t  notes to  her fo r  every l i t t l e  
th in g , and there was no su ic ide  note. They were to  a ttend a pa rty  he looked 
forward to .

Mrs, P itz e r said th a t, con trary to  the statement by Dennis David to  A rt 
Peterson, her husband was not le f t  handed bu t r ig h t  handed, and th a t David's ta le  
o f the gun being found in  the wrong hand is  completely fab rica te d . She said th a t 
h is  le f t  hand was so badly mangled by whatever happened to  him th a t he had on 
m il i ta r y  gloves a t h is fu n e ra l, and they were unable to  remove the wedding r in g  to  
g ive to  her. The Surgeon General (Admiral Brown) and other top brass attended h is  
fu n e ra l. His widow saw h is  body and closed the c o ff in .

According to  the widow, P itze r began as an X-ray technic ian in  the service 
ar.d was stationed in  the P a c if ic . He d id  not own a gun, but during 11 secret 
t r ip s  in  the la s t  year o f h is l i f e ,  he was given a handgun w ith  blanks to ca rry . 
She does not know what kind o f gun i t  was. She says tha t he was g re a tly  disturbed 
over JFK's death.

On February 5, 1988, I spoke to  both Dr. James J. Humes and Dr. J . Thornton 
Boswell, the U.S. Naval o ff ic e rs  who conducted the autopsy in the death o f 
P resident Kennedy. Among other th in gs , 1 asked the doctors about th e ir  knowledge 
o f P itz e r. When asked about the death o f P itz e r in  Bethesda h o s p ita l, both 
doctors became h o s tile . "What business is  th a t o f yours?" Dr. Humes demanded. 
Years ago the author had spoken w ith  Dr. Humes on two occasions, once fo r  about an 
hour, and once fo r  a h a lf  hour. During a l l  o f th a t tim e, Dr. Humes would not 
discuss a s ing le  issue o f fa c t .
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